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     The following pages were gleaned from reading many 

issues of coastal newspapers.  It brings all the references 

to the erection and commercial use of the marine stations 

into one document.  My interest is in the period from 

1900 to about 1960.  1900 was about the time Marconi’s 

system became commercially available and the first 

station, United Wireless, appeared in Victoria a half 

dozen years later.  
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There isn’t much before 1904 regarding the new-fangled 
wireless along the B.C. coast.   
 
 
    The pre-1904 clippings are not all from the Victoria, 
British Columbia, newspapers. 
 
 

 
1900 

 
Daily Colonist September 23, 1900 
 

MARCONI IN ENGLAND 
1 

Adoption of Wireless Telegraphy by the British 
Admiralty 

 
From the London Chronicle 

 
   It is not surprising that Mr. Marconi and his company 
should be elated at the decision of the admiralty to 
adopt their system of wireless telegraphy on British 
warships. 
 
   The installation has been ordered on thirty-two vessels 
and not on twenty-five only, as was previously reported.  
The official test took place yesterday, and that final test 
took place yesterday, and that it is sufficiently severe 
may be gathered from the fact that each apparatus has 
to be tried between Portsmouth and Portland, a distance 
of sixty-five miles.  The severity of the trial is increased 
by the fact that the promontory on St. Alban’s Head 
intervenes between these two points.  The company 
officials anticipate that the government will not rest 
content with the present order, but that every man-of-
war will in time be fitted with the system.  They point 
out that the efficiency of a cruiser would be doubled by 
this means, since, instead of being aware of events in 
progress at a distance of twenty miles only, the officers 
by the employment of Marconi’s apparatus would be 
kept in touch with their friends sixty miles away.  This 
would be a very distinct gain in the scouting operations 
for which vessels in this class are primarily destined in 
time of war, and it is one, moreover, which appears to 
have already secured recognition from most European 
governments. 
 
   After the naval maneuvers, Marconi’s system of 
wireless telegraphy, if the recent operations of our fleet 
have had no other result, they will at least have given us 
the best, and apparently the only available system of 
communication without wires.  Mr. Marconi and his 
company are naturally jubilant at the decision of the 
admiralty, and a chat which one of our representatives 

had recently with Mr. H. W. Allen, the secretary of the 
Wireless Telegraph Company, was both interesting and 
instructive.  After a pardonable expression of pride at 
the adoption of their system on British war vessels, Mr. 
Allen intimated that there never was any real rivalry 
between Marconi and Jackson, for the simple reason 
that they were very good friends and Capt. Jackson was 
merely trying experiments with Marconi’s invention.  
The admiralty, of course, encouraged Capt. Jackson, but 
there was no chance of doing anything without 
infringing on the patent. 
 
   “Lots of people have attempted to vary our methods,” 
added Mr. Allen, “and failed.  In fact, you cannot have 
wireless telegraphy without interfering with our rights.  
Directly you adopt a vertical and an earth wire you 
infringe on the Marconi system: you cannot go on 
without.  Nobody ever thought about wireless 
telegraphy until Marconi took it up.  There had been 
experiments with electrical oscillation, but until Marconi 
set up a laboratory it was not known how far they could 
be received.  At first the longest distance was forty yards, 
but soon Marconi extended it to two or three miles, and 
was then able to transmit actual words.  After this things 
rapidly developed, until now we can send a wireless 
message eighty-six miles.  Three years ago the greatest 
feat was nine miles, but now we hope to double eighty-
six miles in a very short time.  It is obviously a great 
advantage for ships to be able to communicate with one 
another eighty-six miles apart, but it must be of still 
greater advantage to extend the distance to 160 miles.  
The limit of possibility in this direction is unknown as 
discoveries in any other branch of electrical science. 
 
   “The admiralty seems to be on the right lines at last,” 
continued Mr. Allen.  “Our system cannot be beaten in 
any part of the world.  The Italian navy long ago adopted 
wireless telegraphy on all their warships, and they also 
have land installations for communication between the 
forts around large cities.” 
 
   “What exactly have our admiralty done?” 
 
   “They have ordered our installation on thirty-two 
British ships, not twenty-five, as reported.  The official 
test took place yesterday.  Each apparatus has to be tried 
between Portsmouth and Portland, a distance of about 
sixty-five miles, and this is a severe test in consequence 
of the intervening hills of St. Alban’s Head.  There is also 
talk about fixing the system on certain land stations for 
communication with warships.  I see it has been stated 
that Mr. Marconi gets a royalty of £100 for each set, but 
the money, of course, goes to the company.  This applies 
in a period of fourteen years, not fifteen years.” 
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   “How will the cost work out?” 
 
   “Practically, the expense will be comparatively little, as 
the admiralty’s own men will do most of the work—the 
instruments have only to be placed in position and the 
wire connected.  The actual cost of the instruments is 
about £200 each, the induction coil being the principal 
item.” 
 
   “What about other navies?” 
 
   “I believe the French navy has been experimenting 
with our system, and the Germans have been making 
tests on men-of-war and Atlantic liners.  They have 
found it of great use between Borkum Lighthouse and 
the lightship, twenty miles away Bremen tugs to the 
lightship and information about the vessels they want 
for Bremen is sent to them there.  They save themselves 
many miles by awaiting instruction in this way.  We have 
received communications from this source, and the 
comical thing is that we have to pay the government fees 
for messages over our own system.  From the lightship 
or lighthouse the telegrams come over the ordinary land 
wires.  The Germans are very go-ahead in this respect.  
The Russian navy has been experimenting with the 
Popoff system.” 
 
   “Has the war in South Africa woke up the 
government?” 
 
   “I cannot, of course, say, but the British warships in 
Delagon Bay are provided with wireless telegraphy, the 
land installations in South Africa having been transferred 
to the navy.  We do not expect that the government will 
stop at the present order for thirty-two installations, as 
to make the system really perfect every man-or-war 
must be fitted with it.  The efficiency of a cruiser, for 
instance, would be doubled by this means, for instead of 
knowing what goes on twenty miles away, they may 
now, with Marconi’s apparatus, be in touch sixty miles 
apart.  In this way fewer cruisers will be necessary in a 
given area.  Torpedo boats should not be overlooked.  I 
think all craft of this sort are painted black, and in case 
of war it would be difficult to distinguish between friend 
and foe without some such system.  There is evidently a 
great future for wireless telegraphy in the navy.” 
 

 
Victoria Daily Colonist November 7, 1900 
 

                   
 

The Wireless Telegraph 
 

Marconi’s Improvements That Make the System Still 
More Workable 

 
He Discards Small Boles* and Uses Cylinders of 

Moderate Height 
 

From the New York Sun. 
 
   Probably the most important step in the advance of 
wireless telegraphy toward practical use is that which 
has just been made my Marconi.  The old system—for it 
may be called old now that an entirely new one has 
replaced it—consisted of an elaborate set of instruments 
and apparatus, the chief external evidence of which was 
an aerial wire suspended from a tall mast.  It was in the 
height of the mast that the virtue of the system was 
supposed to exist.  Marconi discovered early in his 
career—and yet only a few years ago—that if he doubled 
the height of his mast he could send messages four 
times as far.  It was the so called law of squares of ether 
air effect.  For example, he found that he could telegraph 
100 miles if his aerial wires were 150 feet high at the 
terminals.  It was easy to compute the height for 
crossing the Atlantic with ether waves—a wire 
suspended 750 feet above the transmitting station 
would, according to calculation, send a message 2,500 
miles—and extravagant predictions were made, based 
upon the possibility of establishing communication 
between the Eiffel tower in Paris and a huge structure in 
New York or Washington.  Some thought that if the 
average height of the two aerial wires were 750 feet, 
messages could be exchanged.  But, alas for scientific 
prediction, this is not based on experiment.  No one 
tried the proposed plan, not even Marconi who 
succeeded in proving the law of squares in every 
attempt he made, but it may have been noticed that 
Marconi was not one of those who made the Atlantic 
crossing prediction. 
 
   Now all of this has changed.  The aerial wire and the 
tall masts are done away with, just as static electricity 
was replaced by chemical electricity and chemical by 
electro-magnetic.  Marconi has already telegraphed sixty 
miles with a cylinder four feet high instead of a mast and 
wire 125 feet high. 
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   As long ago as last January he began to work on the 
cylinder plan.  The experiments began in his laboratory 
at Poole Harbor, first from room to room with receivers 
only one-thousandth part as sensitive as the one he 
used for regular work between France and England; then 
he took his apparatus out of doors and for several weeks 
along the beach, he went through hundreds of 
experiments, gradually approximating the proper 
relation between receiver and transmitter until perfect 
messages were finally sent across to the Isle of Wight, 
eighteen miles away.  He did not tell outsiders of this 
success, because he felt he must first perfect his 
apparatus and plans and that the new system was better 
than the old. 
 
   In essential arrangement and working the cylinder plan 
is not greatly different from that of the aerial wire.  The 
transmitting instruments are practically the same, a 
battery induction coil, earth wire, etc., the only change 
in this part of the apparatus being the introduction of 
resistance coils were needed and an arrangement for 
sending “tune” messages.  But on the outside of the 
room which contains these nothing is to be seen.  The 
cylinder stands close at hand, upon a table; it may be 
insulated from any earth connection except through the 
transmitting instruments when in action.  The receiving 
station presents the same appearance; indeed, the 
stations are all alike, being fitted to send and receive 
messages in the same room.  When a message is being 
received the wire leading to the cylinder is disconnected 
from the transmitter and connected to the receiver.  This 
arrangement is used of course only when a single 
installation is in operation.  With the apparatus for 
differentiating between messages which Marconi has 
worked out a number of installations may be working 
together in the same room or building, and then it is 
possible to send and receive just as many   different sets 
of messages as there are instruments in capacity.  But 
this is a further step, and just now Marconi is busy with 
the perfecting of the cylinder plan on one installation. 
 
   Just how the messages are sent is more of a puzzle 
now than ever.  Formerly no one doubted the statement 
that ether waves constituted the element of 
communication.  Now this is being questioned.  Why not 
earth currents? suggest some, and the inquiry is not 
easily answered.  The production of these high tension 
impulses might easily disturb the electric equilibrium of 
the earth, it would seem, and the very sensitive receiver 
in electric harmony, so to speak, with the transmitter 
would record this disturbance just as it occurs in long or 
short impulses or in dots and dashes as they appear on 
the recording instrument.  Of course, if this be true, any 
properly arranged receiver can take the message 

provided it is within range, but the same fact is evident 
in the old system.  That difficulty is obviated, however, 
by the syntonic apparatus, which makes it impossible for 
a receiver not exactly in tune with the transmitter to 
receive the messages sent.  One may judge the difficulty 
in finding the right electric “tune” when one realizes that 
these high tension vibrations vary from millions of 
vibrations to trillions in a second. 
 
   It is interesting to note that 400,000,000,000 vibrations 
in the ether a second produce light and some trillions a 
second produce the X-ray.  To the theory that this 
wireless telegraphy is carried on through the earth, that 
is, by disturbing the earth’s electric equilibrium, the 
objection arises that such disturbance would affect near-
at-hand wire or cable telegraph systems, dynamo power 
houses and all sorts of electrical operations.  Not so, 
necessarily.  Sound waves and light waves do not conflict 
because their rates of vibration are different.  These 
high-tensioned vibrations of millions a second should 
not disturb vibrations which are lower, as are telephone 
vibrations, for example, or light vibrations, which are 
higher.  It is true that any disturbance of the earth’s 
electric equilibrium will to an extent affect electrical 
operations on the earth’s surface, but this is not a large 
factor and the difficulties can probably be easily 
overcome. 
 
   But it is not best to be too sure as to the nature of the 
operation.  Marconi has given months of thought and 
experiment to just this problem, and it is doubtful if he 
even is sure of what the force really is.  Tesla has made 
many predictions in connection with transmitting 
electric power in just his way.  His plan meant simply 
that he would kick the earth electrically, and the power 
put into the blow could be picked up anywhere on the 
surface of the earth if the proper detecting and 
collecting apparatus is used.  A Frenchman has recently 
come forward with another plan quite similar, and the 
French government is trying to carry out his ideas.  He 
proposes to test the earth’s surface at a large number of 
places in France and find spots equal in electrical 
capacity, or by digging down far enough in the necessary 
places, reduces all these spots to an equal capacity.  
Then a disturbance at any one will be noticeable at all of 
the others.  It is a simple matter then, to create a 
disturbance of short and long duration as desired, and 
thus reproduce the Morse code.  The difficulties here are 
also very great.  A rainstorm, for example, in one section 
of the country would be sure to change the electric 
capacity of the earth in that neighborhood. 
 
   It is with relief, then that we turn to a plan such as 
Marconi’s, which seems applicable to all conditions.  
Whether it works through the ether above the earth or 
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through the ether in the earth, or by a disturbance of 
electric equilibrium in the earth, does not matter so 
much as the fact that results are actually obtained.  “It 
works,” says Marconi, “and that is enough.” 
 
*boles:  It is the word in the paper, probably a misprint, 
but no idea what it should be. 
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1901 
 
British Colonist February 8, 1901 
 

NOT CONVINCED 
 

Scientists Do Not Think Much of Tesla’s Plan to Signal 
Mars 

 
From London Chronicle 
 
   From the authorities at St. Martin’s-le-Grand Dr. Tesla’s 
interplanetary experiments are receiving but little 
attention. 
 
   A Chronicle representative, eager to ascertain the 
probable cost of interplanetary telegraphic messages, 
should communication be early established, discovered 
on reaching the G.O.P. yesterday that he had been 
forestalled.  A wag or a crank had handed to a busy 
telegraph clerk a message for Mars, written on the usual 
foreign telegraph form.  The clerk had been equal to the 
occasion and had asked the sender if he wished to pay 
for the reply. 
 
   Expert opinion at the G. P. O. regarding Tesla and his 
reputed discovery may be summed up as “moonshine”. 
 
   Sir J. Norman Lockyer, of the Royal college of Science, 
was then interviewed on the subject.  He was frankly 
incredulous. 
 
   “Communication with Mars,” said he, “is absolutely 
outside the domain of practical science.  We do not, 
however, forget that many valuable scientific discoveries 
when first announced—notably the Roentgen rays and 
wireless telegraphy.  As regards Tesla, when he convinces 
the scientific world that he has succeeded, then,” said 
the doctor, smilingly.  “I shall believe it.  Just now I am a 
‘doubting Thomas’ in respect to interplanetary 
communication. 
 
   “In the first place,” continued Dr. Lockyer, “I should like 
to ask Dr. Tesla what grounds he has for assuming that 
Mars is inhabited at all, and, in the next place, perhaps 
he will tell us—assuming that he has had messages from 
somewhere outside the earth—why he is so certain that 
they have come from Mars any more than from Venus, 
Jupiter, Saturn or other planetary bodies.  Many people 
are under the impression that Mars is inhabited because 
they have read of that planet possessing mountains, 
rivers and canals—i.e., artificially constructed 
waterways.  Schiaparelli, the Italian scientist, who has 
written a great deal upon interplanetary problems, in 
describing a physical aspect of Mars, speaks of Canali—

the literal English equivalent of which is canals.  But it is 
well known that it is ‘channels,’ and not canals, that this 
distinguished savant refers to. Hence the confusion 
which often arises even in the minds of well-informed 
persons regarding Mars.” 
 
   “What of the disturbances recorded by Tesla’s 
instruments, which are supposed to have been 
transmitted over millions of miles of interplanetary 
space?” asked our representative. 
 
   “I attach no importance whatever to that.  The earth is 
ever in a state of vibration.  When the vibrations occur 
on a large scale they are called earthquakes; when 
infinitesimal they pass unnoticed, save by the most 
delicate magnetic instruments.  If Tesla received a 
message from Mars the electric transmitory influence 
must have been general and not local.  Why should the 
electrical energy transmitted from Mars to our planet 
have made its presence manifest solely on a mountain in 
Colorado?  All the magnetic observatories in the world 
would have been aware of it simultaneously.  “In fact,” 
added the doctor, “Tesla could not have had a 
communication from Mars without the whole world 
knowing it.  Paris and Pekin, Berlin and Moscow, would 
record it as soon as Colorado.  Any solar magnetic 
disturbance affects the whole earth, the same law 
governs planetary disturbances, and thus the whole of 
our planet would be conscious of a message from Mars 
at the same moment. 
 
   “Regarding the immense accumulation of electrical 
energy which Mr. Tesla says is necessary for the delivery 
of his interplanetary signals, it is quite possible for him 
to concentrate the enormous electrical power he speaks 
of.  He can also launch it into space, but whether it will 
reach Mars is more than I should like to assert.” 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist July 23, 1901 
 

WIRELESS TELEGRAPH 
 

To Be Used in Reporting Ships Entering Straits at 
Tatoosh and Neah Bay 

 
   Experiments with wireless telegraphy for reporting 
incoming ships will soon be made between Tatoosh 
Island and Neah bay, at the entrance to Puget sound.  If 
the experiment with wireless telegraphy fails, a cable will 
be laid between the island and Neah bay. 
 

 
Victoria Daily Colonist August 9, 1901 
 

AN IMPROVED SIGNAL SERVICE 
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Said That Efforts Will be Made to Secure Wireless 

Telegraph System 
 
   It is not unlikely that an attempt will be made in the 
near future to induce the Dominion government to 
install a wireless telegraph station on some prominent 
point near Victoria to connect with incoming liners upon 
which apparatus for wireless telegraphy will be installed.  
The cost of such a station is not great, and officials of the 
C. P. R. are understood to have offered to have the 
system installed on their three Empress liners if the 
Dominion government will install a station to connect 
with the liners, which would not only report the 
incoming vessels better than any outlook station could, 
but would also take any urgent messages from them. 
 
   The apparatus for wireless telegraphy would consist of 
a powerful induction coil, which would send sparks from 
the end of a high mast, these sparks, when discharged 
from the mast, starting certain waves of electricity in 
circulation through the air, which are caught by the mast 
on the incoming vessel, connecting with the induction 
coil.  At each of the stations, whether on the land or on 
the ship, a local circuit is made similarly to that in the 
usual telegraph office with the difference that part of 
the circuit is a piece of glass tube containing small silver 
filings.  There is a heavy resistance in the silver filings, 
which is unlike the ordinary conductor, and when the 
incoming electrical wave from the mast of the wireless 
telegraph station strikes the receiving conductor, it has 
the effect of solidifying or cohering these filings of silver, 
thereby decreasing the resistance sufficiently to allow 
the local battery to magnetize the sounder so that an 
automatic hammer gives a tap on the glass tube 
containing the silver filings and again loosens them from 
the coherence given them by the incoming electrical 
waves.  This opens the sounder again and leaves it ready 
to receive another signal. 
 
   As the operator is unable to break, as in the wire 
telegraphy, and ascertain whether the receiving operator 
is “getting it”, and the message must be sent before the 
apparatus can be thrown open to receive an answer, 
very lengthy messages will not be sent, at least, not until 
the system of wireless telegraphy is in a more advanced 
state.  They system, if installed here, and it is generally 
considered that it will be, will need the services of an 
expert at first, but a local man could easily be “broken 
in” to operate the service, and on the liners the assistant 
pursers would have to take a course in telegraphy and 
learn to become operator so the apparatus on the 
vessels. 
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1902 
 

 
Daily Colonist, February 19, 1902 
 
 
   The estimates at Ottawa this session are to include ap-
propriations to provide for wireless telegraphic appa-
ratus at the various lighthouses, which will permit of ves-
sels reporting more speedily than is possible with the 
flag signals now in vogue.  It is calculated that the outlay 
will be about $5,000 for each station.  The Department 
of Public Works has been asked to arrange for the instal-
lation of the wireless telegraph across the Straits of 
Northumberland, which separate Prince Edward Island 
from New Brunswick.—Columbian Newspaper 
 

 
 
Daily Colonist, November 11, 1902 
 

WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY 
MARCONI SYSTEM TO BE INSTALLED FROM CAPE BRE-

TON TO VICTORIA 
Canada Will Be the First Country to Utilize the Grand 

System 
Substantial Reduction in Cost of Press and Commercial 

Messages 
 
J.N.Greenshields, K.C. of Montreal, who is visiting the 
Coast in connection with his mining interests, informed 
the Colonist yesterday that the Marconi system of wire-
less telegraphy will be put into practical use in Canada 
just as soon as the necessary stations can be installed.  
Thus Canada, which was the first country to establish 
trans-Atlantic steam navigation, will have the honor of 
leading the world in introducing wireless telegraphy to 
the world of commerce.  The Dominion government has 
enabled Mr. Marconi to establish communication be-
tween Great Britain and Canada, and now the Marconi 
Wireless Telegraph Company of Canada is about to ex-
tend the system across the continent, so that events 
transpiring in the metropolis of the Empire will be 
waited by invisible agencies across the Atlantic and the 
broad Dominion instantaneously—bringing Victoria into 
intimate touch with the centre of the world. 
 
   Before leaving the East Mr. Green shields, who is one 
of the incorporators and solicitors of the Marconi Wire-
less Telegraph Company of Canada, filed the requisite 
papers for the incorporation of the company, and in a 
short time the actual work of erecting the stations will 
begin. 

 
   In conversation, Mr. Greenshields said: “We are just 
about ready to operate the wireless system of tele-
graphing in Canada and Newfoundland.  The company, 
besides operating an oceanic system from coast to coast 
will also operate an inland service.  My opinion as to the 
efficacy of the wireless system is, of course, not worth 
much, but from information I have had, I believe the sys-
tem will prove a complete success.  The company will 
have its station in Cape Breton finish within the next two 
weeks, when business will be commenced in earnest. 
 
   “We propose erecting stations at suitable points right 
across the continent from Cape Breton to Victoria.  All 
the principal cities and towns of the Dominion will be in-
cluded in the system, so that everything of importance 
happening in Europe or in Eastern Canada will be trans-
mitted on the instant to every point in the West.  Our 
principal stations will probably be Halifax, St. John, Que-
bec, Montreal, Toronto, Hamilton, Kingston, London, 
Sault Ste. Marie, Port Arthur, Winnipeg, Regina, Calgary, 
Revelstoke, Kamloops, Vancouver and Victoria, through 
doubtless when the system is perfected, every town of 
importance in the Dominion will have its wireless tele-
graph service. 
 
   “The savings in tolls to the press and the public gener-
ally will be very considerable under the Marconi system.  
Press messages will be sent for just one-half the present 
charges, and there will be a reduction of 60 per cent on 
commercial and private messages.” 
 
   Asked as to the practicability of the Marconi system, 
Mr. Greenshields intimated that there was no longer any 
question as to its complete success, the official an-
nouncement of which may be made public at any mo-
ment. 
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1903 
 

 
 
The Daily Colonist March 21, 1903 
 
   The Marconi company has failed to get exclusive 
privileges from the Post Office Department.  The 
government has reserved the right to give any other 
system of wireless telegraphy equal privileges with 
Marconi’s company.  It declines to foster a commercial 
monopoly. 
 

 
 
 
The New York Times October 18, 1903 
 

Wireless Telegraph at Port Townsend 
 
PORT TOWNSEND, Washington, Oct. 17 
 
   The plant of the Pacific Wireless Telegraph Company 
was thrown open to the public here today.  The 
apparatus worked satisfactorily on the initial message, 
which advised President Roosevelt of thee completion of 
connections at Fort Casey on Whidby Island with the 
land lines of the big telegraph companies.  Following 
this, a large number of congratulatory messages passed 
between Fort Casey and this city. 
 
 

 
Daily Colonist November 29, 1903 
 

WIRELESS FROM VICTORIA 
 

First Message to Cross Sound Sent Yesterday Morning 
by U.S.S. Grant. 

 
   The U.S. revenue cutter Grant, Capt. Tozier, which is 
cruising about the Sound, reached port yesterday and 
yesterday morning as she was rounding in to the inner 
harbor the first wireless message sent from Victoria 
across the line, was flashed from her foremast head.  
The Grant has been fitted with apparatus for wireless 
telegraphic communication with the stations that have 
been installed at Fort Casey and Port Townsend, and 
yesterday communication was had with both stations 
when the Grant off the Ocean docks.  The Grant has had 
fair success with the wireless telegraphy, although, when 
higher land than her masts intervenes between the 
revenue cutter and the objective point of her messages, 
they are blocked by the land, and do not reach their 

destination.  Over a clear body of water, though, and 
over low ling land, the messages have been sent very 
successfully.  Messages of fifty words or more were sent 
from Victoria to the Sound stations. 
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1904 
 

 
Daily Colonist, February 17, 1904 
 

Wireless Telegraphy 
 

San Juan Island Station Formally Opened 
 
   The first wireless message ever flashed across the 
Strait of Juan de Fuca has been received at the local 
station of the Pacific Wireless Telegraph Company from 
the newly completed station on San Juan Island, says the 
Port Townsend Call.  The opening was entirely devoid of 
demonstration of any sort, and was, in this respect, very 
unlike the formal opening of the first system on the 
Sound, that between this city and Fort Casey which took 
place Oct. 17 last.   At that time an elaborate programme 
was prepared, invitations were scattered broadcast for 
the occasion and the affair ended with an elaborate 
banquet at the Vienna Hotel in this city, attended by 
outsiders and a large number of local people. 
 
   Work on the San Juan island station was begun within 
a short time after the opening here.  The new station is 
more powerful than either of the others, having been 
erected with a view of performing much heavier work.  
The mast alone required a long time for erection, it 
being in three sections and something like 250 feet 
above the ground. 
 
   During the time that the station has been under 
construction Gen. A. L. New, the general manager of the 
company has spent but little time on the Sound.  
Business matters having required his attention in other 
sections and at present he is in Washington City, and it 
was there that he received the first message from San 
Juan yesterday.  The message was the only one sent and 
read as follows: 
 
   “Gen A. L. New, Washington D.C.—Friday harbor is now 
in communication with the world by means of the Pacific 
Wireless Telegraph company’s system.  Three cheers for 
the wireless.” 
 
   The first message was sent by Operator Yarnell of this 
office, who has been at San Juan during the last week 
assisting in tuning the instruments and making ready for 
the opening.  During his absence J. C. Currin, operator in 
the local office of the Postal, has handled this end of the 
wireless and it was he who was at the receiving end 
yesterday when the first message came. 
 

   All that remains at this time for the company to 
complete their plans as at first contemplated is the 
placing in commission of the station on the revenue 
cutter Grant.  All readers will remember the statements 
made by Former Chief Operator Seher, who registered 
last December.  His statements were to the effect that 
the Grant station was an absolute failure, inasmuch as it 
attempted to send or receive messages over territory 
where land intervened.  Gen. New, while here on his last 
visit stated that the Grant was not yet fitted up 
completely and that he had no fears but that the station 
would be just as much of a success as the land stations 
when the company should be ready to do business on 
the cutter. 
 
   Gen New is expected to return here in a short time and 
it is understood that work will then go forward on the 
Grant. 
 
   The opening of the San Juan station will afford great 
relief to the people of Friday and Roach Harbors and 
those of Lopez island, generally.  Heretofore they have 
been entirely cut off from the outside world in the way 
of instantaneous communication.  Aside from this, the 
completion of this station will place Collector Customs, 
Ide, in a position to make it really warm for the furtive 
smuggler, whose chief rendezvous is the island 
mentioned, and those nearby. 
 

 
Daily Colonist May 11, 1904 
 
[The following is from an investment opportunity 
advertisement.] 
 
   There is only one Marconi, and only one Marconi 
system, and the American rights to that system, 
including the United States and its dependencies, and all 
ships sailing under its flag, belong to the Marconi 
Wireless Telegraph Company of America.  It is in this 
company that the same opportunity is presented to the 
people of this generation to become rich that was 
presented to the people of the past generations by the 
accomplishments of Morse, Field and Bell, through 
investment in the companies organized to establish the 
telegraph, the cable and the telephone. 
 
   Marconi's remarkable achievements have been 
accomplished in much less time than any of the others.  
Less than three years have passed since he first 
demonstrated the practicability of doing without wires 
what the others named had done with wires.  This 
means the wiping out of over 90 per cents of the initial 
cost in the establishment of a telegraph system. 
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   Statistics show that whatever lessons the cost of doing 
or creating anything has the effect to extend its 
usefulness in direct ratio to the resulting economy; that 
it increases the profits of those engaged in its production 
or operation in proportion to the increased demand and 
use and the decreased cost. 
 
   The Marconi system not only decreases the initial cost 
of establishing a telegraph system but: 
 
-It decreases the cost of operation. 
-It decreases the cost of maintenance. 
-It almost abolishes the cost of repairs. 
-It decreases the time required for transmission of 
messages. 
 
   Furthermore: 
 
-It increases the usefulness of the telegraph by making 
available distant and inaccessible and hitherto 
impossible points, as ships at sea, small islands, etc. etc. 
-It increases the demand for telegraphic facilities by 
decreasing the expense of utilizing them. 
-It increases the profits of telegraphic operation by 
reason of all of the above cited facts. 
 
   The Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company of America 
is already in active commercial operation; is in the 
receipt of substantial revenues—not yet sufficient to 
meet all the growing needs of the company for 
extensions, betterments and improvements, but none 
the less highly satisfactory.  It is constantly developing 
new avenues of usefulness for the Marconi system.  That 
system is now in daily use of the Associated Press.  The 
New York Herald, The London times and all the great 
trans-Atlantic steamship lines. 
 
   It has been estimated that one branch of wireless 
service only (the trans-Atlantic traffic of one station) will 
be sufficient to pay 12 ½ per cent, dividend, and that 
with the number of stations increased to the present 
capacity of the cable systems, it will pay over 150 per 
cent annually. 
 
MUNROE & MUNROE 
Mgrs. Marconi Underwriting Syndicate, Montreal, 
Boston and New York. 
 

 
Daily Colonist, May 30, 1904 
 

Wireless Messages 
 
   The United States Navy department is making 
preparations to install a wireless telegraph station on 

Kiska Island, the site of proposed large coaling station in 
the Aleutian chain.  The expedition to Kiska is now well 
on its way, and it is expected that the preliminary steps 
necessary in the establishment of the coaling station will 
be completed during the present summer.  The wireless 
station will be useful in communication with passing 
ships and it will probably enable the officers who are 
stationed at the new coaling depot to communicate with 
vessels as far away as the regular commercial route 
between Pacific coast ports and the Orient.  H. A. Yarnell, 
representing the Pacific Wireless Telegraph company is 
at Neah bay making tests in receiving messages by 
means of kites.  An experiment with a kite sent up today 
from Wyadda Island, in Neah Bay was successful.  At a 
height of almost 250 feet messages were received from 
the wireless stations at Fort Casey and Port Townsend. 
 

 
Daily Colonist, July 7, 1904 
 

Wireless Messages From West Coast 
 
   Local shipping men are strongly in favor of the 
establishment of wireless telegraphy stations all along 
the west coast of Vancouver Island, so that 
communication can be had with Victoria in any sort of 
weather. 
 
   Had this means of communication been in existence 
last winter, they say, some of the unfortunate disasters 
that then took place might have been averted. 
 
   The west coast is becoming too important a section to 
be left much longer without a trustworthy method of 
getting information quickly to this city the marine men 
say, and the hope is expressed amongst them that the 
Dominion government in granting so many shipping aids 
to the mainland will not overlook one of the most 
important sections of the Canadian Pacific coast. 
 
   It is understood that this matter is be brought to the 
attention of the British Columbia members at the 
earliest opportunity in the hope that something can be 
done. 
 
   The small cost of this apparatus, it is pointed out, 
should ensure the proposal at least a careful 
consideration by the government. 
 

 
Daily Colonist, August 5, 1904 
 

First Wireless Message Sent 
 

Communication Between Victoria and Port Townsend 
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Made on Wednesday 
 

Office to Be Established at the Driard Hotel—Mainland 
Communications 

 
 
   Victoria and Port Townsend, Wash. Were in 
communication with each other for a brief period on 
Wednesday afternoon by wireless telegraphy, the first 
message from the temporary station here having been 
sent and acknowledged on that day. 
 
   Mr. Yarnell, of the Pacific Wireless Telegraph Company, 
has been in Victoria off and on for some time part 
making arrangements for the installation of the plant 
here, and he has now secured a very desirable site for 
the company’s office and pole. 
 
   The pole will be erected on the roof of the Driard 
hotel, and the office where the machine will be located 
and messages received and dispatched will be in the 
front window of the Driard nearest to the main entrance 
doors.  The office of the P. W. T. Co. is sure to be an 
object of more than ordinary public interest for some 
time to come. 
 
   As stated above, the roof of the hotel has been 
satisfactorily tested as a pole site and the connection 
secured with the Port Townsend station.  The installation 
of the plant will go right ahead, and it will be only a few 
days before residents can send wires messages to the 
Sound. 
 
   An Ottawa special says:  Mr. Macpherson, member for 
Burrard, has been pressing upon the government the 
necessity of establishing a Marconi Wireless telegraph 
system between Vancouver and other points on the 
mainland coast and Vancouver Island.  It is pointed out 
that once the government establishes Marconi stations 
at Vancouver and on the west coast of Vancouver Island, 
the steamship companies operating regular liners 
between Vancouver and the Orient and Australia will 
install systems on their steamships, and in making the 
coast during the foggy weather the navigation of 
steamships would be greatly facilitated by the Marconi 
system of connection with the shore.  Hon. Mr. 
Prefontaine, minister of marine and fisheries, will 
thoroughly look into the matter while he is on the coast 
this summer.  If the department is satisfied the system 
would be of utility on the British Columbia coast the 
installations will probably be made forthwith.  Mr. 
Macpherson says that it is desirable that the Board of 
Trade and city council of Vancouver should impress the 
necessity of the installation of the system on the 
minister of marine and fisheries when he reaches 

Vancouver.  Their opinions will have a great deal of 
weight with the minister. 
 

 
 
Port Townsend, Washington, Newspaper 
Daily Leader, August 10, 1904 
 

YARNELL ESTABLISHING WIRELESS STATION AT 
VICTORIA 

 
Victoria Aug. 9.—H. A. Yarnell of the Pacific Wireless 
Telegraph company, of Port Townsend is in the city 
actively engaged with an assistant in installing in the 
Hotel Driard the apparatus for the news station here.  In 
from four to six weeks this, Victoria’s latest system of 
communication with the outside world will be doing 
business. 
 
   The feasibility of sending and receiving wireless 
messages from the top of the Driard hotel has been 
tested, and since Mr. Yarnell’s arrival he has 
corresponded with other stations of the system now 
working, namely, at Port Townsend, Friday Harbor, San 
Juan, Fort Casey and on the United States cutter Grant. 
 
 

 
Victoria Colonist, September 28, 1904 
 

WIRELESS SYSTEM OF TELEGRAPY 
 

Will be in Operation in Victoria Early Next Week—No 
Experiment. 

 
The Station is Already fitted up For Receiving and 

Sending Messages 
 
   The Pacific Wireless Telegraph company hope to open 
for business in Victoria early next week.  Their local 
station is at the Driard hotel, where all arrangements are 
rapidly nearing completion.  The Ariel mast is some 150 
feet high and rigged out in the most approved style.  Up 
to the present the local manager, who will also operate 
the system, has not arrived, but will be here as soon as 
everything is in readiness.  Mr. H. A. Garnett, the local 
inspector, is now in Victoria with Mr. R. G. Brown, the 
company’s electrician, making arrangements for the 
opening of the service. Which they declare cannot fail to 
give complete satisfaction.  Already the company have 
stations at Tracy harbor, San Juan Island, Port Townsend, 
Fort Casey and on the U. S. S. Grant, all of which are 
working well.  They expect to install a station at Seattle 
in the near future and to increase their service to meet 
the public demand.  As might be expected, both 
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gentlemen are enthusiastic as to the advantages of 
wireless telegraphy, and claim that atmospheric 
disturbances will in no way interfere with the sending or 
receiving of messages.  As to its speed, it is only limited 
by the skill of the operator.  Wireless telegraphy is no 
experiment, they aver, and while the cost is not probably 
less than that of the ordinary methods, the guarantee of 
speed and accuracy is greater.  The communication 
between Catalina Island and San Pedro has been carried 
on for over a year with the greatest satisfaction, even 
the island newspapers receiving all its news from the 
mainland by the wireless system.  They expect a good 
business in Victoria as soon as their station is in 
operation here. 
 

 
Victoria Colonist, November 27, 1904 
 

WIRELESS COMPANY WILL ERECT POLE 
 

Driard Hotel Station Found Unsatisfactory 
Will Go On Waterfront 

 
   After a number of experiments, the Pacific Wireless 
Telegraph Company has decided to erect a pole on the 
waterfront for receiving and transmitting messages, and 
to connect with the city office by wire.  The reason for 
this decision is that it has been found that the present 
station on the roof of the Driard hotel is not altogether 
satisfactory.  No other place in the city that would be 
suitable for the purpose is available and so a pole will be 
erected outside the city at some point not yet decided 
(?) on the sea front.  Manager Smith of the local office 
informed a Colonist representative yesterday that he is 
now negotiating for a suitable location for the big pole, 
and also is negotiating for the pole itself, which, owing to 
its height and the necessary strength is not so easily 
procurable as some people might suppose in the country 
of tall timber. 
 
   Mr. Smith hopes to have the pole erected and the 
station in working order within a comparatively short 
time.  He says that the prospects of business are 
excellent.  There is a great deal of travel between all 
points on the coast from Los Angeles to Victoria and a 
great volume of trade along the same line, so that 
telegraphic messages are plentiful. 
 
   So as soon as this station is in working order, the 
company intends to erect other stations further up the 
coast and Clayoquot is one likely point.  As the company 
does a considerable amount of business with the 
shipping, a station also will be erected at Cape Flattery, 
which should prove of value to the shipping interests. 
 

   Mr. Smith points out that the system of wireless 
telegraphy employed by the Pacific Company is not 
affected in the least by atmospheric conditions.  And, of 
course, there are no wires to follow the example of 
those of the other telegraphic companies, and fall down 
when the weather is stormy.  Mr. Smith says that the 
Marconi system is affected considerably by atmospheric 
conditions and by reason of its method of receiving is 
apt to record, literally, the whisperings and also the 
shrieking of the winds and sea, these getting mixed up 
with the dots and dashes that alone are intended to be 
marked on the tape. 
 
   All of the other stations of the company are reported in 
good working order and the volume of business done at 
the various offices is constantly increasing.   
 

 
 
Victoria Colonist, November 29, 1904 
 

STATION FIXED 
 
   The Pacific Wireless Telegraph company, whose plans 
were spoken of in Sunday morning’s Colonist, yesterday 
selected a site for the station in this city on Douglas 
Rock, on Fairfield Road, where the residence of James 
Douglas is situated.  A 200 foot pole will be erected on 
the hill.  The city office of the company will be in the 
Driard. 
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1905 
 

 
Colonist January 15, 1905 
 

WIRELESS TELEGRAPH 
 

New Station of Pacific Company Opened at Seattle 
 
Port Townsend, Jan. 14.—The new station of the Pacific 
Wireless Telegraph Company at Seattle was formally 
thrown open to the public today. 
 
   This company now has four land stations and one on 
the revenue cutter ‘Grant’.  The land stations are located 
at Port Townsend, Fort Casey, Friday Harbor and Seattle.  
Victoria is to be the next point to be connected with the 
system, and the completion of the Seattle station will re-
lease the company’s working force from that point so 
that full attention may be given to Victoria.  It is hoped 
to establish communication between the latter city and 
the other stations within a month, much preparatory 
work having already been done. 
 
   The system was first thrown open October 17, 1903, 
when the stations at Port Townsend and Fort Casey were 
put in operation.  The event was a notable one, impres-
sive ceremonies, attended by hundreds of local people 
and numerous invited visitors from many states, being 
held. 
 
   The company’s first practical work was done in south-
ern California, where stations were erected at San Pedro 
and at Avalon, on Santa Catalina Island, off the coast.  
This system was operated three years before the present 
system on Puget Sound was established.  The California 
system is still in daily operation. 
 
   The plans of the company involve the erection of a sta-
tion at Cape Flattery and several other points on the 
Sound and British Columbia.  General A.L. New, the vice-
president and general manager, has also stated that 
Alaska will have his company’s attention as soon as pos-
sible. 
 

 
Colonist January 29, 1905 
 

WIRELSS SYSTEM TO BE INSTALLED 
 

Stations Will Be Erected at Cape Beale on the West 
Coast 

 

Empress Liners Are Also to Be Fitted up With Marconi’s 
Latest 

 
   As reported some time ago, an appropriation of 
$10,000 was made by the Dominion government for the 
establishment of wireless stations; it is expected that 
stations will be established at Cape Beale and other 
points on the Vancouver Island coast.  With the installa-
tion of such stations it is understood that the Canadian 
Pacific railway will install a wireless service on their Em-
press liners. 
 
   The officials of the local meteorological bureau are 
greatly interested in the establishment of wireless sta-
tions.  If reports could be sent by the steamers on which 
apparatus was placed, say at distances from 200 to 500 
miles from the entrance to the Straits, they would be of 
great service to the “weather men”.  Several hours’ no-
tice would be given of storms blowing on to the land. 
 
   It is understood that the work of installing the stations 
will be carried out, and are long storm warnings will 
probably be sent from the outgoing and incoming liners.  
The service will, too, be so much benefit to travelers 
who would be able to send dispatches from one to two 
days, if not longer, earlier that now.  Then, too, the bulle-
tins of the day’s news could be posted before the vessel 
entered the Straits—a boon to travelers who are of the 
world, yet not in the world, for ten days. 
 
   There are many other much greater benefits of the 
proposed “wireless”.  For instance, reports of vessels in 
distress could be dispatched—at present the land wires 
are down during the stormy weather in time to allow of 
lives being saved that would otherwise have been lost.  
And there are other uses, equally beneficial to the pub-
lic. 
 
   At wireless stations on the coast the rainfall will proba-
bly be greater than at present.  Experts have shown that 
the constant transmission of “ethergrams” has a disturb-
ing effect on the air currents and bring down rain.  It has 
been shown that the rainfall has been much increased at 
the larger stations of the wireless telegraphers. 
 
   While on the subject of “wireless” it may not be with-
out interest to point out its usages and misusages in war.  
During the work of the Japanese blocking squadron off 
Port Arthur, the wireless telegraph was constantly in use, 
with good results at times, indifferent at others.  During 
the action in which the Petropavlovsk was sank, the Rus-
sian telegraphers managed to make the Japanese mes-
sages unintelligible by constantly repeating one single 
graduating the chords, until it was attuned with the Jap-
anese instruments.  The London Times used the steamer 
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Haimun with success in reporting naval battles near Port 
Arthur, dispatches being sent by Lionel James from the 
steamer when 200 miles from Wethaiwel, where the 
land stations was located. 
 
   A use of the wireless in the present war which involved 
heavy loss of life on Japanese transports, was reported 
from Nagasaki.  A woman living in Oma district, formerly 
the mistress of a Russian officer, is said to have tele-
graphed news to the Russian Vladivostok squadron, ena-
bling Skrydloff to locate and destroy the transports 
Hitalhl and Sado Maru. 
 
   Another story told of the wireless comes from San 
Francisco.  At the Bay City wireless telegraph messages 
transmitted between the naval stations at Mare Island 
and Goat Island and the battle ship Ohio far out the sea, 
were read upon Union square by landsmen who were 
not supposed to be concerned in them.  The process was 
in “tapping” the air, just as people sometimes surrepti-
tiously obtain telegraphic information by tapping the 
wires. 
 
   The San Francisco Examiner tells of the incident as fol-
lows:  While at first this might seem to be little short of 
treason, it must be admitted that not even the govern-
ment has any monopoly of the air, and so anybody that 
can capture the sound waves as a valid license to “butt 
in”. 
 
   Manager Roland D. Onffroy of F.P. Ward & Co., the 
Marconi firm on this coast, conceived the idea of estab-
lishing a wireless station of his own on Union square, 
and at the laboratory of an electrical firm was carried 
out.  At 6 o’clock yesterday morning the Marconi-grams 
began flying through the air.  This was the first one, sent 
to Mare Island as the battleship was going out of the 
harbor: 
    “Report our departure to Admiral Writing.  “THE 
OHIO” 
    Dots and dashes flew all day long over the houses and 
over the hills of San Francisco, and anybody with the 
proper apparatus could have overheard the communica-
tions as well as Manager Onoffroy did. 
 
    At 11:40 o’clock the Ohio announced that she was 
twenty miles south of the lightship, twenty-seven miles 
out of the harbor.  The distance at 3:10 p.m. was 144 
miles.  Frequently there were messages of “love to all”. 
 
    The men at the Goat Island station sent word at 1:30 
o’clock that their battery was getting low, and they sug-
gested a pause for lunch.  The Ohio several times asked 
the time of day and the time was sent.  Evidently as a 
test, the letter V was frequently put on the air.  There 

were several messages of a personal nature, and the aer-
ial conversation was so easy that somebody inquired 
about a fish line which he had left ashore.  Numerous 
messages were in cipher, and there could not be read by 
the scientific eavesdroppers on Union square. 
 
   One dispatched, signed “Logan”, asked the comman-
dant at the navy yard to make a report and send it to 
Washington.  Another dispatch to the commandant con-
veyed the information that a condenser for steam in 
tank No. 5 would be furnished by the steam engineering 
department. 
 
    All this goes to show that when the naval officers go to 
sea and still keep on talking to their folks at home they 
will have to convers in cipher, unless they want the 
newspapers to print what they say. 
 

 
Colonist May 25, 1905 
 

FEAT OF WIRELESS 
 

    New York, May 27:  Upon her arrival the Campania re-
ported that she had been in continuous communication 
with land by means of wireless telegraph during the en-
tire voyage.  When in mid-ocean the Campania was in 

communication with both America and Europe simulta-
neously, a feat never before accomplished.   
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Daily Colonist, May 8, 1906 
 

WIRELESS STATION TO BE ERECTED HERE 
 

Special Representative of the De Forest Wireless 
Telegraph in Victoria 

 
   According to W. E. Jones, special representative of the 
American De Forest Wireless Telegraph company, if 
arrangements can be made Victoria will be connected 
with Seattle and other Pacific coast cities by “wireless”.  
Seen last night by a Colonist reporter at the Driard hotel, 
Mr. Jones told of the remarkable strides made by his 
company in erecting stations throughout the United 
States for the transmission of commercial wireless 
messages. 
 
   “Just at present my company is constructing a station 
at Seattle which we hope in time to connect direct with 
Nome, Alaska.  My mission to Victoria is to arrange for 
the establishment of a station here,” he said. 
 
   “The American De Forest Wireless Telegraph company 
is endorsed by the United States government, as well as 
the British government, with whom we have recently 
made a million dollar contract,” Mr. Jones continued.  
“The wireless telegraph business has long passed the 
experimental stage, and we are actively prosecuting the 
work of erecting stations in every city of importance in 
the United States and Canada for the transaction of a 
commercial telegraph business. 
 
   “We are now sending messages daily across the 
Atlantic ocean, and have contracts for the equipment of 
all American government and navy boats.  In Canada 
stations have been erected at Montreal, Ottawa, Quebec 
and Toronto, and we are rapidly developing a prosperous 
business.  Coming to the west, in Alaska the company is 
doing business between St. Michael and Nome, and we 
have several stations in California in active operation. 
 
   As a preventative to marine disasters the equipment of 
vessels with wireless apparatus has already been tested 
and proved its value.  Cape Hatteras, the graveyard of 
Atlantic coasters, has in a large measure lost its terrors 
for vessels equipped with De Forest apparatus.  Storm 
signals are sent out from this station to the steamers of 
the Savannah line, Malory line, Standard Oil company 
and others.  The masters report the progress of their 

vessels and are enabled to summon assistance when 
needed. 
 
   “The possibilities of wireless telegraphy are unlimited,” 
said the speaker, “and the day is not far distant when a 
vessel equipped with the necessary appliances for 
conveying messages will never be out of the reach of its 
home port if it has anything it desires to communicate.  
As an instance of the distance over which a message can 
be sent the test made at the United States government 
wireless station at Cape Elizabeth, equipped with the De 
Forest system, is worthy of mention.  This station, on 
January 16th, was in communication with one of the tugs 
accompanying the big dry-dock Dewey.  The dry-dock 
was taken 2,226 miles off Cape Hatteras and moving four 
and half knots an hour.  It was more than 3,000 miles 
from the station and was still able to communication.  
The officials say that this breaks all records for all long 
distance wireless communication, the best previous 
showing having been the receipt of a message at Colon, 
Panama from a distance of 2,000 miles.  Yes, it can well 
be said that we are only in the infancy in the possibilities 
of this wonderful invention,” he concluded. 
 
   Mr. Jones will remain in Victoria for several days and 
look the field over with a view of obtaining a suitable 
location for the proposed station to be erected here. 
 

 
 
Daily Colonist, May 9, 1906 
 

RIVAL WIRELESS CO’S AND THEIR PLANS 
 

Local Agent of Pacific company Imparts Some 
Interesting Information 

 
   The announcement by W. E. Jones of the American De 
Forrest Wireless Telegraph company, in an interview 
appearing in the Colonist yesterday, that if arrangements 
can be made Victoria will be connected with Seattle and 
other Pacific coast cities by ‘wireless’ is taken by the 
officials of the Pacific Wireless Telegraph company to 
indicate either that Mr. Jones is not thoroughly 
conversant with business conditions in the territory he is 
proposing to exploit, or that there has been some 
misquotation of the De Forrest representative.  
Whatever the American De Forrest company may do in 
the future, Victoria is at the present time connected with 
the American Coast cities by wireless, and has  been for 
some years, the Pacific Wireless company reporting a 
steadily increasing number of patrons and a growing 
volume of business. 
 

“Our Station on Douglas Hill, 
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near Ross Bay cemetery, is a very tangible evidence that 
the Pacific Wireless is not overlooking British Columbia 
in its development programme,” said C. H. Gibbon, 
executive agent for Canada of the Pacific Wireless 
company to the Colonist yesterday.  “And our associated 
stations all along the coast—to say nothing of the vessels 
of the United States Revenue Marine in these waters and 
numerous private vessels equipped with our system—
are equally indisputable and busy creatures of fact 
worthy of some attention by those who talk wireless 
telegraphy for the Pacific coast. 
 
   “I do not know what plans the De Forrest company 
have for the 
 

Pacific Coast Field, 
 
but in connection with the statements made by Mr. 
Jones in the Colonist, I am this morning in receipt of 
telegrams from Mr. A. Yarnell, our district 
superintendent in Seattle, in which he says the Pacific 
Wireless is now erecting a steel tower in the Tourist 
hotel here for city offices.  I have not seen or heard 
anything that would indicate that there is any other 
wireless than that of this company in operation or under 
construction in Seattle.  The wire stations between St. 
Michaels and Nome are operated by the United States 
government.  Is the De Forrest representative selling 
much stock?” 
 
   “Very many in Victoria, Nanaimo, and other nearby 
cities will remember the visit to this province of the 
representatives of 
 

Monroe & Monroe, 
 
the New York stockbrokers, for the purpose of selling 
stock of the Marconi Wireless: it was announced at that 
time that the Marconi company enjoyed an exclusive 
monopoly in wireless for Canada, and it was on the 
strength of this that many thousands of British Columbia 
money were invested in Marconi stock.  The Pacific 
Wireless answered the extravagant claims of the 
Marconi people by erecting its Victoria station and going 
ahead with its business in a strictly business way.  Our 
system is not on paper—it is an actuality.  Our profits 
were looked for from the handling of telegraphic 
business—we were not and are not selling stock.  Since 
the establishment of our Victoria station we have 
 

Not Had a Day’s Interruption. 
 
The message rate with Seattle has been cut by the 
Pacific Wireless from 40c to 25c for the standard 10-

word message, with corresponding reductions to more 
distant points.  The prevailing rate South will be further 
reduced in the near future.  We have recently secured a 
site in Vancouver and an intermediate site on one of the 
Gulf islands, and will shortly be in a position to handle 
Vancouver and mainland business generally.  We have at 
the present time a proposition before the dominion 
government for the equipment and operation of a series 
of thoroughly protective signal stations along the west 
coast of Vancouver Island; and a part of 
 

Col. Anderson’s Present Visit 
 
Is to report upon our proposals in this connection to his 
department, that of marine and fisheries. We fully 
expect to receive this commission from the Dominion for 
the plain, practical reason that our offer provides for 
installation, equipment and operation at figure 
considerably lower than the government is able to meet 
under public ownership. 
 
   “I rather question that the United States government 
will abandon its Southern Alaska wireless service to 
permit the De Forrest or any other private system taking 
possession of the field.  As for the far reaching character 
of the De Forest service I might remark that our Mount 
Tamalpais station has been built and equipped for 
 

2500 Mile Transmission 
 
the object being to provide reliable and economic 
communication with Diamond Head, Honolulu.  The 
Pacific Wireless has not been talking very much of its 
development programme but has been doing things.  
You see we have no stock to sell.  Our expansion 
program, as it applies to British Columbia, is one of the 
most important as affecting general public economy and 
the safety of the mercantile marine that could well be 
received. 
 
   “In considering wireless announcements as they, from 
time to time present themselves, it might be well for 
British Columbians to keep in mind 
 

A Few Pertinent Facts; 
 
that the Pacific Wireless is now in existence and doing 
business—that its stations here and elsewhere along the 
coast are not on paper but tangible facts; that the Pacific 
Wireless has no stock to sell but seeks its profits from 
tolls, and tolls only, at a tariff working considerable 
economy to the public; that it is a business company 
asking no money from the public except for service 
performed. 
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1907 
 

 

 
 
Daily Colonist Thursday, May 30, 1907 
 

IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE WEST COAST 
 
Ralph Smith, M.P. Tells of Government’s Intentions.  A 

Road to be Built. 
 

WIRELESS TELEGRAPH STATIONS 
 

Telephone communication for Gulf Islands--Experts to 
Investigate Iron on Vancouver Island. 

 
 
   A road, with bridges, culverts, six feet wide, stretching 
from Carmanah Point to Bamfield Creek on the west 
coast of Vancouver Island, to cost between $30,000 and 
$40,000, to be completed this summer: coastguards with 
horses and lifesaving apparatus, Lysle guns and (half a 
line illegible) every four miles, with each hut connected 
with the other by telegraph and telephone: a patrol 
steamer to cost in the neighborhood of $250,000 (for 
which appropriation has been made) to be used in 
patrolling the west coast of Vancouver Island during the 
winter months and in protecting the northern fishing 
grounds during the fishing season; further aids to 
navigation, including a large acetylene gas beacon 
standing thirty feed above sea level, with a large bell and 
automatic whistle, to be placed on the Swiftsure Band, 
on the entrance to the Straits of Juan de Fuca; two 
improved surf lifeboats, for which the contracts have 
been awarded to the Vancouver Shipbuilding Company, 
and a motor lifeboat to be built in New York at a cost of 
$35,000 for use in connection with lifesaving stations to 
be organized at Clo-oose, Ucluelet and Bamfield Creed, 
and improved telegraph communication for the west 
coast of Vancouver Island. 
 
 
   These are some of the arrangements for the protection 
of life and property in view of the large increase of 
shipping which the dominion government has in view for 
the early completions, according to Ralph Smith, M.P., 
for Nanaimo, who is the city, having arrived to look into 
the question of a dispute that has arisen with regard to 

the establishment of a large lumber mill at Esquimalt by 
the B.F. Graham Lumber Company, of which C.L. 
Betterton is local manager.  The company which has 
leased oyster beds at Esquimalt near the mill site has 
made complaint regarding the establishment of the mill, 
which it is stated will interfere with the oyster industry.  
Mr. Smith is now giving his attention to this matter.  He is 
also making arrangements for the west coast 
improvements noted above, and intends to travel 
through is constituency holding meetings and looking to 
arranging for supplying the wants of the district. 
 
   In an interview given yesterday to a Colonist reporter 
Mr. Smith not only announced the works to be carried 
out on the island coast, but also other works, including 
arrangements for an extensive system of wireless 
telegraph with the principal station at Victoria, with a 
high tower standing high at Clover Point where the base 
station of five depots will be located.  The Clover Point 
station will be the depot for the wireless work in this 
province. 
 
   Another important announcement of considerable 
interest to Victorians made by Mr. Smith is that it is the 
intention of the government to send experts to 
Vancouver Island to look into the question of the 
development of the iron resources of the west coast, 
especially with reference to the electric smelting of iron.  
Mr. Smith said: “I read the editorial in the colonist 
yesterday regarding electric smelting of iron and was 
glad to see it.  I read the article with much interest and 
can say in regard to it that I know it is the intention of 
the minister of mines to have experts of the mining 
department come to Vancouver Island to look into the 
whole question of iron mining and the development of 
the resources of Vancouver Island in this connection.” 
 
   Another proposed improvement which will be 
welcomed by Victoria merchants and others doing 
business (…two lines illegible on microfilm…) 
appropriation of $4,500 has been secured by him for the 
connection of the various Islands with the telephone 
system which connects Victoria and Vancouver and Salt 
Spring Island.  Cables are to be laid immediately to 
connect Mayne, Pender and Galiano and the other 
islands of the Gulf of Georgia with Victoria.  This work 
will be commenced very shortly and will be finished this 
summer. 
 
    Mr. Smith said the dominion government will begin 
building the west coast road between Carmanah Point 
and Bamfield Creek at once.  Mr. Logan, lineman at Clo-
oose is already at work locating a line.  The road will be 
six feet wide and when completed will allow of life 
saving apparatus being hauled by horses to any point 
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between Carmanah and Bamfield at which any craft is 
endangered.  It will be necessary to construct a number 
of bridges across creeks and other waters, and at 
Tsuisiat, where a large waterfall is found, a bridge from 
80 to 100 yards long will have to be built.  Culverts and 
bridges will be the work involving the most of the efforts 
of the road builders engaged in this enterprise.  It is 
expected they will have the road completed about the 
end of this summer, and it will be ready for a coastguard 
patrol next winter.  The cost of the work is estimated at 
between $30,000 and $40,000. 
 
   With the completion of the west coast a coastguard 
service will be established.  Huts will be built every four 
miles of the way, and each will be connected with the 
other by telephone.  The coastguard service will be 
provided with horses, carts and lifesaving apparatus, 
consist of the most modern guns for shooting life lines 
from shore to any vessel in distress.  The patrol will be 
maintained regularly from one station to the other and 
little delay will result should any vessel be endangered in 
having life-saving apparatus brought to the scene over 
the new road.  At present the district is practically 
impassable.  The government telegraph line, which has 
been down often will be brought to the road, and it is 
expected it will be (two lines illegible). 
 
   “I HAVE RECEIVED A TELEGRAM SINCE COMING FROM OTTAWA,” 

SAID MR. SMITH, “AUTHORIZING THE HURRYING OF THIS WORK.” 
 
   An appropriation of $250,000 has been made by the 
government for the construction of a steamer, which is 
to be the equal of the cruiser Canada, now serving on 
the Atlantic coast, to be used as a patrol steamer on the 
west coast of Vancouver Island and during the winter 
months and in the fishery protection service in northern 
British Columbia waters during the fishing season.  The 
contract for this steamer is expected to be let shortly.  
The plans and specifications provide for a splendid ocean 
going steamer, which will be the equal (one line 
illegible). 
 
   To further safeguard navigation from danger in these 
waters the government is placing what shipmasters 
regard as one of the greatest of the many aids to 
navigation that have been installed this season--an 
acetylene beacon with automatic whistle and bell, to be 
placed on the Swiftsure bank, which lies off the island 
coast abreast  of Carmanah, at the entrance to the 
Straits of Juan de Fuca.  This large beacon, which will be 
the largest in these waters, will show a light thirty feet 
high above its base, visible for a considerable distance, 
and its bell and automatic whistle will be heard at a 
great distance to warn mariners.  The carbide canister of 
this aid will hold 3,000 pounds of carbide, and it is 

expected to burn without being replenished for six 
months.  The acetylene beacons already in use, many of 
which have been established this season, have met with 
the general approval of shipmasters and the Swiftsure 
Bank beacon is expect to surpass all others. 
 
   Col. W. P. Anderson, chief engineer of the department 
of marine, was recently sent to New York to examine 
motor lifeboats, and Mr. Smith says has arranged for the 
construction of motor lifeboat which will be built as soon 
as possible and stationed at Bamfield creek, at which 
point a station with comfortable quarters for a 
permanent life-saving crew has already been built.  This 
lifeboat will be one of the most modern patterns. 
Contracts have already been awarded to a Vancouver 
concern, the Vancouver Shipbuilding company, for the 
construction of two improved surf lifeboats to be used in 
addition to the one now at Victoria.  Stations have been 
erected and are ready for these boasts at Clo-oose and 
Ucluelet. 
 
   With regard to the proposed installation of wireless 
telegraph stations in this province, it has been decided 
by the government to erect a large tower at Clover Point, 
Victoria, which will be the base station for a series of 
these.  One will be placed at Bamfield Creek, another at 
Port Simpson and still another at Triangle Island, the 
furthermost of the Scott Islands, an archipelago which 
stands out into the Pacific from the northwest corner of 
Vancouver Island.  These stations will be completed and 
in operation during this year.  They are to be equipped 
with the Marconi system, but arrangements will be 
made by the experts who install them that 
communication will be possible with any of the systems 
now in use on steamers equipped with De Forrest and 
other systems differing from the Marconi system. 
 
    The Canadian Pacific railway has agreed to equip its 
steamers, not only the local fleet, but also the 
empresses and intermediary liners of the company, and 
these steamers will be able to communicate with the 
station at Triangle Island for a considerable distance at 
sea, in fact it may be possible before long to maintain 
communication with the Triangle Island station until 
communication is gained with the Japanese station near 
Inuboye.  No time will be lost in the establishment of the 
Marconi systems on the various C.P.R. steamers, the 
Princess May, Princess Royal and Amur will be first 
equipped, and other steamers will be equipped in due 
course. 
 

 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, June 2, 1907 
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RATES FOR WIRELESS 
 

Pacific Coast S.S. Company Arranges Tolls for 
Communications with Vessels 

 
   If any Victorian wishes to communicate with friends 
coming here or leaving this port on steamers of the 
P.C.S.S. Co. equipped with wireless apparatus, messages 
will be sent from Seattle via Tatoosh to the steamers at 
the rate of one dollar for ten words and seven cents for 
each additional word. 
 

 
Victoria Daily Colonist, July 4, 1907 
 

GOVERNMENT AND COMPANY CLASH 
 

Trouble Over Location of Wireless Telegraph Station on 
This Coast 

 
Charges Breach of Faith 

 
Marconi People Say Authorities at Ottawa Have Broken 

Contract With Them 
 
   There is trouble as a result of the Dominion 
government’s decision to establish wireless telegraph 
stations on the British Columbia Coast.  Cecil Doutrie, 
superintendent of wireless telegraph stations for the 
government, who was in Victoria a few days ago 
announced that stations equipped with the Shoemaker 
system of wireless telegraphy would be established 
within six weeks at Victoria and Pachena Point, and 
other stations at Cape Lazo, Estevan Point, and different 
places would follow.  Now, it seems the Marconi 
Wireless Telegraph company holds that not only has the 
Canadian government broken contracts made with the 
company for the establishment of the stations, but also 
is purchasing apparatus in the United States identical in 
character with that of the Marconi company, in other 
words that the Canadian government proposes to 
infringe the patent rights of the Marconi Wireless 
Telegraph company of Canada. 
 
   Because of this the Marconi company threatens action 
in the courts, and the matter of the establishment of the 
stations waits. 
 
   Mr. Doutrie, the expert from Ottawa has left the city.  It 
was stated some days ago that the Shoemaker system 
which he proposes to establish differs from the other 
systems now in use.  The Marconi system is being 
installed on the steamer Camosun, first steamer in 
British Columbia waters to be equipped with apparatus, 
the work having been commenced yesterday by B. S. Y. 

Clifton, an engineer of the Marconi company.  No 
announcement has been made with regard to the 
system to be installed on the C.P.R. steamers, which are 
soon to be equipped with apparatus. 
 
   Capt. J.H.R. Yardley, representative of the Marconi 
wireless telegraph company, said: 
 
   “I understand that the representative of the 
department of marine and fisheries has stated that the 
Dominion government is about to erect wireless 
telegraph stations on this coast and that such stations, 
when erected, will be owned, maintained and operated 
by the Dominion government.” 
 
   “The Marconi Wireless Telegraph company of Canada 
whose representative I am on the Pacific coast, bas been 
for some time past in communication with the 
government authorities at Ottawa, regarding the 
erection of wireless telegraph stations in the west, and 
has offered to erect the same free of charge to the 
government.” 
 
   “My company is moreover advised that the 
government is bound by a certain contract to give u s the 
option to erect stations ourselves, and that the present 
action of the government constitutes a breach of this 
contract, on the basis of which we have offered to erect 
the stations required by the government on this coast, 
free of charge to them, and to submit to all reasonable 
regulations for the working of those stations in such a 
manner as to give the greatest advantages to 
navigation.” 
 
   “There exists today several contracts between the 
government and my company, the first of which, 
completed in 1902, regulates the conditions for the 
erection of wireless telegraph stations, required by the 
government, and further stipulates that the Marconi 
company shall have the option of erecting any stations 
which it may be decided are to be erected, but also 
compels our company to sell wireless telegraphic 
apparatus to the government, at a fair and reasonable 
price, in the event of our availing ourselves of our option 
of erecting the stations ourselves.” 
 
   “The intention of this contract was to preserve to the 
government the right to erect stations cheaply and to 
give the Marconi company which is purely and simply a 
telegraph company, the right to erect stations as such 
places as commercial telegraphic business may seem to 
justify their erection, and as would fulfill the 
requirements of navigation and commerce.” 
 
   “The Dominion government has now, without any 
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notice to the Marconi company, purchased, in the United 
States, wireless telegraphic apparatus, identical in 
character with that being manufactured in Canada by 
the Marconi company.” 
 
   “Apart from the question of contract rights and of 
patent rights, this action on the part of the government 
must, at the best, appear improvident, in view of the fact 
that the Marconi company has offered to erect the 
stations on this coast, guaranteeing them to be suitable 
for efficient working and to be free of any cost to the 
government, and as is generally known, no better 
wireless telegraphic service can be secured than that 
given by the apparatus of the Marconi companies, in use 
nearly all over the world, and lastly, while our apparatus 
is manufactured by our company in Canada, that 
purchased by the government is of foreign 
manufacture.” 
 
   “Apparently the contention of the government is that in 
purchasing apparatus in the United States, and not from 
the Marconi company, it relieves itself of the obligations 
imposed in its contracts with our company, but I am 
informed that the contract refers not only to the 
purchase of apparatus from our company, but refers to 
our (Marconi) system of wireless telegraphy, and that it 
is a mere quibble on the part of the government to say 
that the purchasing of apparatus identical in character 
to our own, from elsewhere, leaves them free of 
disregard our contract rights.” 
 
   “The Marconi company protests most emphatically 
against the action of the Dominion government in 
purchasing, in the United States, apparatus identical to 
that manufactured by them in Canada, against the 
breach of contracts, and against the use of its patents.” 
 
   “The Marconi Wireless Telegraph company of Canada, 
Limited, is a Canadian company, with a large number of 
Canadian shareholders, and we expect and have every 
right to expect better treatment at the hands of the 
Canadian government.” 
 
   “Should the government, however, persist in what we 
are informed constitutes the confiscation of our patents, 
our contract right and our inventions, we shall be forced 
to take the alternative of protecting our shareholders 
through the medium of the courts.” 
 
________________________ 
 
Daily Colonist July 9, 1907 
 

CAPE LAZO STATION 
 

Will Report Steamers from Northern Ports—Wireless 
Telegraph Arrangements 

 
   Cecil Doutre, commissioner of wireless telegraphy for 
the Dominion Government has returned to the city after 
selecting a site for the wireless telegraph station to be 
established without delay at Cape Lazo, near Comox.  An 
acre and a half of land on a height rising 120 feet above 
the sea level has been secured and a station will be 
established with which vessels coming from the north 
can communicate when nearing Vancouver Island.  
Other sites have been selected in Victoria and 
Vancouver, and arrangements made for the 
establishment of the West Coast stations at Pachena and 
Estevan points in connection with the light stations. 
 

 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, July 11, 1907 
 

GOVERNMENT MAY REFUSE LICENSE 
 

Marconi Company May Be Shut Out From This Coast 
 

PERMISSION IS NECESSARY 
 

No Land Stations Can Be Erected Without Consent of 
the Ottawa Authorities 

 
 
   Contracts are being let by Cecil Doutre, commissioner 
of wireless telegraphs for the Dominion government for 
the construction of the proposed government stations, 
which are to be equipped with the Shoemaker system.  
Work will be commenced at once at Victoria, Vancouver, 
Cape Lazo and Pachena stations and before the 
lighthouse tower is completed at Estevan point 
arrangements will be made for a wireless telegraph 
station there.  It is understood that the Dominion 
government may refuse to grant licenses for the 
establishment by the Marconi company of private land 
stations on this coast.  In order to establish wireless 
telegraph station permission must be secured from the 
government and a license obtained.  The Marconi 
company has not secured such a license. 
 
   G. T. Legg, superintendent of the Union Steamship 
company, which has installed Marconi apparatus on 
board the company’s steamer Camosun, now on her way 
from this port to the north, when asked regarding 
exchange of messages between his steamer and the 
government stations, said he expected communication 
to be maintained despite the fact that the government 
stations were to be equipped with Shoemaker 
apparatus.  He said that it was a matter for settlement 
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between the Marconi company and the Dominion 
government.  Mr. Legg will probably insist that the 
apparatus placed on board the Camosun be used to 
interchange messages with any other system. 
 
   An Ottawa dispatch says the Marconi company claims 
that its contract made with the government in 1902 
gives them a monopoly of the wireless business in 
Canada, to the exclusion of all other wireless systems.  
The government will not admit such a sweeping 
monopoly.  The dispute has been brought to a head by 
the installation of the Pacific wireless stations by the 
government and the avowed intention of the 
government to operate these stations itself.  The 
Marconi company contend that they should have been 
given the right to erect and equip these stations and 
operate them for all time the same as the Atlantic 
stations. 
 
   Another action of the government against which 
Marconi is fighting in the issuing of a new license 
without which no ship or station can do commercial 
wireless business in Canada.  The license specifies that 
the ship or company which receives it shall exchange 
business with any other wireless company which offers it 
to them.  Recently the Marconi company arranged to 
equip three C. P. R. steamers on the Pacific coast with 
wireless apparatus and applied for licenses to operate 
them.  These were the first licenses for wireless issued 
after the government had decided upon the licensing 
system.  After receiving the license the company claimed 
that its rights were infringed and declined to pay the 
license fee.  They object to the provision that there shall 
be an exchange of business with any other company.  
The government believes that it is within its rights under 
the contract. 
 

 
Victoria Daily Colonist July 12, 1907 
 

CASCADE TAKES THE WIRELESS APPLIANCES 
 

Leaves This Morning for Cape Lazo With Material for 
the Government Station 

 
   The steamer Cascade leaves this morning for Cape 
Lazo, near Comox, where the first wireless telegraph 
station in British Columbia is to be built.  The Cascade 
came to the Inner harbor yesterday morning and loaded 
880 bags of cement, and many cases of wireless 
telegraph apparatus brought from New York consigned 
to Cecil Doutre, commissioner of wireless telegraph, now 
in British Columbia, superintending the construction of 
stations by the Shoemaker Wireless Telegraph company.  
Fifty thousand feet of lumber will also be loaded at 

Vancouver and the Cascade will proceed from the 
terminal port to Comox, whence the cargo will be taken 
over the wagon road to Cape Lazo.  Mr. Frost, the well-
known lighthouse builder, from Nanaimo, will proceed to 
Cape Lazo as a passenger on the Cascade and work will 
be commenced at once to build the station to 
accommodate the three operators who will form the 
staff at the station.  The mast will be 181 feet high and as 
this will be built on a bluff 120 feet above the sea level, 
no difficulty to expected to be had in communicating 
with steamers when in Queen Charlotte sound. 
 
   Work on the Victoria station will also be commenced 
without delay, four acres on Shotbolt’s hill having been 
acquired for a site.  The shortage of lumber is delaying 
the work, Mr. Doutre having found it difficult to secure a 
sufficient number of workmen to carry on the work.  
Arrangement has also been made for the building of the 
station at Point Grey, near Vancouver. 
 
   When the steamer Quadra leaves the ways at 
Esquimalt it is expected that Mr. Doutre will take 
passage on the vessel to Estevan point, near Hesquoit, 
where the fourth station will be built.  It has been 
decided to build a first class lighthouse, more powerful 
than any now on the island coast.  The wireless station 
will be built first, a temporary acetylene gas beacon 
being established pending the construction of the 
lighthouse.  It is probable that Mr. Doutre will also visit 
Triangle Island, the outermost of the Scott Islands, off 
the northwest coast of Vancouver Island. 
 
   Capt. Balcom, of the Pacific Wireless company has 
been interviewing Mr. Doutre with regard to the 
establishment of a wireless telegraph station in 
connection with the company’s whaling depot at 
Kyuoquot.  If the government will establish a depot there 
the whaling company states that in the whaling company 
states that to be willing to put apparatus on board its 
steamers Saint Lawrence and also on the Orion so that 
these steamers may be used, if necessary, to save life in 
the event of shipwreck on the island’s coast. 
 

 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, July 13, 1907 
 

LATEST CONTRIBUTION TO WIRELESS DISPUTE 
 
MARCONI MANAGER WRITES OPEN LETTER TO HON. 
Wm. TEMPLEMAN 
 
   The following open letter to the Hon. William 
Templeman, acting minister of marine and fisheries, 
appears in Tuesday’s edition of the Vancouver News-
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Advertiser: 
 
   Sir:  While the government superintendent of wireless 
telegraphy has lately distinguished himself by a 
masterful inactivity in connection with the Atlantic 
wireless stations, he is displaying great energy on the 
west coast. 
 
   He is reported as having expressed himself publicly in 
the Victoria Colonist to the effect that the American 
Shoemaker apparatus, which the government has 
purchased in the United States and proposes to erect on 
the west coast in disregard of our patent rights and 
contracts, had after an exhaustive series of tests proved 
itself to be superior to the Marconi apparatus.  This 
statement, if correctly reported, is, as your 
representative must know, highly damaging as well as 
absolutely false, and we are considering the advisability 
of taking an action for libel in respect to its publication. 
 
   Now, as to the patent question.  About two years ago 
we brought an action against certain persons in the 
United States who were using apparatus in infringement 
of ours.  The defendants were not concerned to show 
that their patent was a good one, but only that the 
Marconi patents were not good, that they had been 
anticipated by one or other prior inventor.  The 
Shoemaker so called inventions were cited.  Judge 
Townsend, in his decision, rendered in the circuit court on 

the 4
th

 of May 1905, thus refers to Shoemaker: “His 
testimony is so utterly unsupported and insufficient and 
improbable that it will not be discussed.” 
 
   From the date of the erection of the first Marconi 
stations in 1904 until recently, for about a period of three 
years, we received the co-operation of the department of 
marine which the terms of our contracts provide for, and 
we were able to maintain an efficient service which has 
generally proved itself to be of inestimable value. 
 
   I regret to have to state that since about the beginning 
of this year the department’s policy has altered 
completely; a new superintendent of wireless telegraphy 
has been appointed; our contract rights have been 
disregard, and generally our operations have been 
retarded and hampered. 
 
   Apart from the question of transports this newly 
appointed superintendent has apparently been engaged 
in disorganizing our service by an attempt to win our 
employees at the shore stations from us and to make 
them dissatisfied with their present employment, 
notwithstanding that we are under contract to give the 
government an efficient service. 
 

   The departments’ campaign extends to the withholding 
from us of permission to erect stations at points where 
they are urgently required by the shipping communities; 
to its failure to issue licenses for vessels trading on the 
west coast, except on conditions which would compel us 
to acquiesce in the breach of our contracts and which in 
consequence we cannot accept. 
 
   “Your action alone prevents us from fulfilling contracts 
to equip several vessels trading on the St. Lawrence; a 
station at Three Rivers and other shore stations; the 
C.P.R. boats on the Pacific and shore stations under 
agreements with eh C.P.R and G.T.Pacific. 
 
   You are aware, sir, that the terms under which we 
operate the Atlantic stations provide that we shall 
continue to occupy, maintain and operate them for so 
long only in general terms as we are able to give the best 
and most useful service, and that our very license to 
carry on our business depends on the service we are able 
to provide.  I have abundant warrant for knowing and 
saying that you advocate the government’s possessing 
itself of wireless telegraphy, our business and stations.  
Both you and your superintendent are eminently well 
aware that the more we are hampered, and the more we 
are discredited, and the less we are able to develop our 
system on ships and shore, the sooner this end will be 
accomplished. 
 
   Remember, sir, that we have patents, contract rights 
and vested interests; remember that every stone you hurl 
at us strikes the shipping interest with their vessels and 
cargos of human lives, and cherish particularly the 
remembrance that we are living in a country, fortunately 
for some of us, in which injustice is not for long tolerated. 
 
    In a recent letter I was officially notified by the 
department not to write to you personally, and I am, 
therefore, adopting this method of addressing you with 
the expectation that public opinion, where I have failed, 
will direct your attention to the abuses which you are 
allowing to exist.  I have the honor to be, sir, your 
obedient servant. 
    
                (signed)  John D. Oppe   
 
General Manager of the Marconi Wireless Telegraph Co. 

of Canada. 
 

 
Victoria Daily Colonist, July 9, 1907 
 

CAPE LAZO STATION 
 

Will Report Steamers from Northern Ports 
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Wireless Telegraph Arrangements 

 
   Cecil Doutre, commissioner of wireless telegraphy for 
the Dominion Government has returned to the city after 
selecting a site for the wireless telegraph station to be 
established without delay at Cape Lazo, near Comox.  An 
acre and a half of land on a height rising 120 feet above 
the sea level has been secured and a station will be 
established with which vessels coming from the north 
can communicate when nearing Vancouver Island.  
Other sites have been selected in Victoria and 
Vancouver, and arrangements made for the 
establishment of the West Coast stations at Pachena and 
Estevan points in connection with the light stations. 
 

 
Victoria Daily Colonist, July 12, 1907 
 

CASCADE TAKES THE WIRELESS APPLIANCES 
 

Leaves this Morning for Cape Lazo With Material for 
the Government Station 

 
   The steamer Cascade leaves this morning for Cape 
Lazo, near Comox, where the first wireless telegraph 
station in British Columbia is to be built.  The Cascade 
came to the Inner harbor yesterday morning and loaded 
880 bags of cement, and many cases of wireless 
telegraph apparatus brought from New York consigned 
to Cecil Doutre, commissioner of wireless telegraph, no 
in Briths Columbia, superintending the construction of 
stations by the Shoemaker Wireless Telegraph company.  
Fifty thousand feet of lumber will also be loaded at 
Vancouver and the Cascade will proceed from the 
terminal port to Comox, whence the cargo will be taken 
over the wagon road to Cape Lazo.  Mr. Frost, the well 
known lighthouse builder, from Nanaimo, will proceed to 
Cape Lazo as a passenger on the Cascade and work will 
be commenced at once to build the station to 
accommodate the three operators who will form the 
staff at the station.  The mast will be 181 feet high and as 
this will be built on a bluff 120 freet above the sea level, 
no difficulty is expected to be had in communicating 
with the steamers when the Queen Charlotte sound. 
 
   Work on the Victoria station will also be commenced 
without delay, four acres on Shotbolt’s hill having been 
acquired for a site.  The shortage of labor is delaying the 
work.  Arrangement has also been made for the building 
of the station at Point Grey, near Vancouver. 
 
   When the steamer Quadra leaves the ways at 
Esquimalt it is expected that Mr. Doutre will take 
passage on the vessel to Estevan point, near Hesquoit, 

where the fourth station will be built.  It has been 
decided to build a first class lighthouse, more powerful 
than any now on the island coast.  The wireless station 
will be built first, a temporary acetylene gas beacon 
being established pending the construction of the 
lighthouse.  It is probable that Mr. Doutre will also visit 
Triangle Island, the outermost of the Scott islands, off 
the northwest coast of Vancouver Island. 
 
   Capt. Balcom, of the Pacific Wireless company has 
been interviewing Mr. Doutre with regard to the 
establishment of a wireless telegraph station in 
connection with the company’s whaling depot at 
Kyuquot.  If the government will establish a depot there 
the whaling company states that it is willing to put 
apparatus on board its steamers Saint Lawrence and also 
on the Orion so that these steamers may be used, if 
necessary, to save life in the event of shipwreck on the 
island’s coast. 
 

 
Victoria Daily Colonist, July 14, 1907 
 

MARCONI COMPANY’S SUIT 
 

Enters Action Against Mr. Doutre Because of 
Statements 

 
    The Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company has entered 
an action for five thousand dollars damages against Cecil 
Doutre for alleged libelous statements made by him to 
British Columbia. 
 

 
 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, July 17, 1907 
 

Work Will be Rushed 
 
   Work will be rushed upon the Dominion government 
wireless station on Shotbolt hill with as great haste as is 
possible.  Cecil Doutre, the government agent yesterday 
called upon the mayor and water commissioner in an 
effort to have the water mains extended to the site of 
the station as soon as possible.  The work has been 
delayed greatly and it will be another couple of weeks 
before the work can be effectually started.  The water is 
necessary to lay the cement foundations.  A house for 
the four men in charge will be constructed.  It will be 
necessary for the government to pipe water for about 
300 yards from the nearest main. 
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Victoria Daily Colonist, July 20, 1907 
 

STEAMER MAUDE FOR WEST COAST 
 

LEAVES TODAY WITH LUMBER FOR TRAMWAY TO BE 
BUILT AT ESTEVAN POINT 

 
D.G.S. QUADRA WILL MAKE CRUISE 

 
Takes Capt. Gaudin and Cecil Doutre to inspect Sites for 

Wireless at Pachena and Estevan 
 
   The steamer Maude will leave today for Estevan Point 
on the Vancouver Island coast with lumber for the 
tramway of the new lighthouse to be established near 
the Hole-in-the-Wall.  Thomas N. Tubman who will have 
charge of the work with a force of about ten workmen 
will go on the Maude to commence the work.  The 
steamer will anchor behind the rocks lying off shore 
about five miles to the westward of Estevan point where 
a landing will be established and from here the trolley 
and tramway extending about four miles will be built.  A 
wooden roadway will be built, the expense of putting 
down steel rails being too great.  It is estimated that 
$7,000 would be required for the necessary rails.  Horses 
will be used to draw a car carrying material for the 
construction of the fog alarm, keeper’s house and 
wireless telegraph station which will be established this 
year.  Construction of the light tower will not be 
commenced until next year.   
 
   The Quadra, which has just left the ways at Esquimalt 
after being overhauled, will also leave today for Estevan 
point, taking Capt. Gaudin, Agent of Marine and Cecil 
Doutre, Commissioner of Wireless Telegraphs for the 
Dominion Government, who go to look over the site.  A 
call will also be made at Pachena point lighthouse where 
a wireless telegraph station is also to be established. The 
work of erecting the mast at Estevan Point and the 
building of the house for the operators will be carried 
out as soon as possible following the decision of the 
commissioner with regard to the plans to be followed. 
 
   The sea breaks in full force against the Hole-in-the Wall 
at the extremity of Estevan point, and the only place 
available for small vessels to lie is in a little bay about 
four miles to the northwest.  There is good shelter there, 
and it is from this place that the tramway is to be built. 
 

 
Victoria Daily Colonist, July 21, 1907 
 

Quadra and Maud Leave for Estevan Point 
Officials to Inspect 

 

   Yesterday following the steamer Maude which left with 
a cargo of lumber to build the four miles of tramway 
necessary before, material for the new lighthouse fog 
alarm and wireless telegraph station at Estevan point can 
be loaded, the D.G.S. Quadra left at noon for Pachena 
Point, Estevan Point, Cape Scott and other points 
carrying Capt. Jas. Gaudin, agent of marine and fisheries, 
Cecil Doutre, commissioner of wireless telegraphs for 
the Dominion government, and Mr. Morse, his assistant.  
The party went to look over the sites for the proposed 
wireless telegraph station. 
 

 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, July 24, 1907 
 

WIRELESS FOR P.C.S.S. CO. 
 

TWENTY STEAMERS OF THE COAST STEAMSHIP 
CONCERN TO BE EQUIPPED. 

 
   The Pacific Coast Steam Ship Company has decided to 
place the Massie wireless telegraph apparatus on all of 
its twenty steamers The New York Maritime register 
says.  The S.S. Governor now completed at the New York 
Shipbuilding Company, Camden, N.Y. for the Pacific S.S. 
co. will leave that yard on July 20 on her long voyage to 
the Pacific coast via the straits.  The Governor is being 
equipped with the Massie system of wireless telegraph 
and with the chain of wireless stations on that and the 
Pacific coast will be in communication with the shore 
most of the voyage.  The Governor is a sister ship of the 
S.S. President which was built by the same company and 
left their ship yard on March 19 last for San Francisco 
and later went to Nome, Alaska via Seattle.  The 
President is also equipped with the Massie system of 
wireless telegraph and on her return trip from Nome to 
Seattle was in direct communication with her home 
office at San Francisco when 2,111 miles from that point 
breaking all records for wireless communication from 
ship to shore.  The rest of the fleet of about 20 vessels of 
the Pacific Coast S.S. Co. is being equipped with the 
Massie system. 
 

 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, July 23, 1907 
 

MARCONI COMPANY’S SIDE OF THE CASE 
 

Capt. Yardley Says Government is Wantonly Destroying 
Their Business 

 
   Capt. J.H.R. Yardley, representing the Marconi Wireless 
Telegraph Company of Canada on this coast, in an 
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interview with a representative of the Colonist yesterday 
outlined the position of his company in connection with 
the federal government.  He said: “With reference to the 
Hon. William Templeman’s statement that the Marconi 
Company was claiming a monopoly of wireless 
telegraphy business in Canada, I see in a copy of the 
contract between ourselves and the government, dated 
1904, the following express stipulation: “Neither this 
contract, nor any heretofore entered into, shall be 
construed as giving to the Marconi company an exclusive 
license, for wireless telegraph in Canada or any part 
thereof.  This clearly shows that if the minister is 
correctly reported he is seemingly endeavoring to 
inflame public opinion against our company. 
 
   “What we do claim is that the Canadian government 
has conferred patents on us, and is not a liberty to 
violate them, unless they are proved to be invalid.  
Further, we claim that the government at the time, 1902, 
recognizing this principal, and knowing Mr. Marconi to 
be the inventor (other so-called systems not then being 
known), invited him by cable to come to Canada for the 
purpose of concluding arrangements for the use of his 
inventions.  A contract was made in 1902 under the 
terms of which the government is adequately protected.  
It secured the right to the use of our apparatus and 
patents without royalty, but gives us the option, being a 
telegraph company, of erecting any stations the 
government may require, free of cost to the government 
if we desire to do so. 
 
   “Until about the beginning of this year, this 
interpretation of the contract has been recognized by 
the authorities and we have concluded several other 
contracts, based on the contract of 1902, for the 
installation of stations mentioned therein. Without any 
warning the government has now taken upon itself to 
change this policy and, after attempting to deprive our 
shareholders, about 20,000 in number, of their patents 
and rights, and depriving our factory of its means of 
livelihood, for the benefit of foreign manufactures, is 
now apparently trying to justify its action by a statement 
which they must know to be inaccurate. 
 
   “Hon. Mr. Templeman’s remarks concerning the matter 
of the licenses can be dismissed in a few words.  Having 
decided to erect the foreign apparatus at the shore 
station, against the desire of all the Canadian users, on 
the west coast of the dominion, it became necessary for 
the government to break down our opposition, and the 
opposition of owners of vessels equipped with our 
system.  For that purpose an instrument was drawn up in 
the form of a license, without which we cannot operate 
our apparatus on C.P.R or other vessels.  The provisions 
of this are too lengthy to quote, but they provide in 

effect that in exchange for permission to operate 
wireless on vessels on this coast we must grant the 
government our permission to own and operate the 
share stations, in violation of our patents and contracts 
without compensation. 
 
   “The legitimate function of a license is to regulate 
wireless telegraphy.  It seems to me the minister is now 
using it as means to force from us an advantage to the 
government.  If we accept the license we are informed 
by counsel that we thereby render our patents and 
contracts worthless, and if we do not accept we cannot 
equip the vessels.  Such action would make it impossible 
for us to live.  It seems that the government is making a 
situation which has for its object the prevention of our 
doing business on this coast. 
 
   “Our company is a Canadian company, with Canadian 
shareholders, a Canadian factory, and a Canadian charter 
and having contracts with Canadian users of our 
apparatus, for the development of the county and the 
safety of navigation, and we are now being deprived by a 
Canadian minister of our right to exist. 
 
   “The Marconi company has applied to the department 
for permission to equip the vessels without imposing on 
us the restrictions of a license, at least until the action 
we are taking against the government is settled.  The 
department has declined, and we are now prepared to 
make an offer to equip the vessels immediately under 
the same terms as those under the same terms as those 
under which we work British vessels by agreement with 
the British government, with one added provision only, 
namely, to the effect that such agreement shall not 
prejudice our rights in the action we are now taking 
against the government; that is to say, on the same 
terms as we are licensed to work the Allan, C.P. R. 
Atlantic and the Dominion liners, and hundreds of others 
all over the world?  We do not, however, anticipate that 
this proposal, eminently fair as it must appear to any 
reasonable person, will be accepted unless the weight of 
public opinion could be brought to bear. 
 
   “In Hon Mr. Templeman’s letter to Mr. Oppe, general 
manager of the Marconi Company, he stated that in his 
opinion wireless telegraphy should be owned and 
operated by the government, and it is evident that he is 
determined to achieve this result arbitrarily.” 
 
 

 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, July 27, 1907 
 
   Flotsam of may wrecks is scattered along the beach at 
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Estevan point, where the crew of the steamer Maude, 
Capt. Anderson, which is under the charter to the 
marine department, has been rafting lumber ashore for 
the construction of a four mile tramway and the 
dwellings which are to be the nucleus of a lighthouse 
station and wireless telegraph depot on the headland at 
Hole-in-the-Wall on the west coast of Vancouver Island.  
The Maude returned from the island coast last night, 
after discharging her cargo of lumber and putting T.N. 
Tubman, the contractor in charge of the work and a 
party of carpenters ashore. 
 
   Part of the planking of a broken boat of the lost British 
ship King David was brought by Engineer McNeill, of the 
Maude, as a relic of the graveyard of ships where the 
new light is to be established.  Another more gruesome 
find made at Estevan Point among the debris of various 
wrecks that litter the beach, was a human bone. 
 
   Since shipping has visited the island coast there have 
been many wrecks in the vicinity of Estevan Point, the 
last being that of the King David, which went ashore off 
Bajo Point about 18 months ago.  The King David, poorly 
provided with charts, piled up on the rock off Bajo Point, 
her crew landing on the beach near Estevan, within eight 
miles of an Indian village the existence of which they 
were unadvised.  They had been there nearly a month, 
imagining themselves far removed from any human 
habitation, when they sent a boat’s crew to Cape Beale.  
This boat never arrived at its destination and the chief 
officer and those in it were drowned. 
 
   The Maude was anchored inside the reefs about four 
miles distant from where the lighthouse and wireless 
station is to be established at Hole-in-the-Wall, and the 
lumber made into rafts and towed ashore with the 
steamer’s boats.  The work was accomplished quickly, 
the vessel having been away only six days.  She will load 
another cargo and will leave for Estevan the beginning of 
the week.  The lumber is to be used in the construction 
of a wooden tramway over which cars will be drawn with 
horses to carry the material to the site selected for the 
lighthouse and wireless station. 
 
   The wreckage is stated to be very considerable in the 
vicinity.  Among the most disastrous of the wrecks at 
Estevan Point was that of a Massachusetts bark which 
occurred several decades ago, the vessel being totally 
lost and bodies of her crew washed on to the beach.  
Some of the Indians at the Hesquiat village nearby were 
given medals, which they still treasure, for assisting to 
bury the victims of this disaster. 
 
   Cecil Doutre, superintendent of wireless telegraphs, 
who is arranging for the construction of the government 

wireless telegraph station in this province, is leaving for 
Ottawa and until his return in September Mr. Morse, 
who until recently was superintendent in Canada for the 
Lee-Forest Wireless Telegraph Company, will superintend 
the work.  The contract for the Point Grey station at 
Vancouver has been given to the Royal City Mills, of New 
Westminster at $3,300.  John Taylor has a similar 
contract for the building of the station on Shotbolt’s hill 
in this city.  The station at Cape Lazo being constructed 
by Mr. Frost, the Nanaimo lighthouse builder, is well 
under way, and at Pachena Point the mast is already on 
the ground and mill men are at work cutting the material 
for the buildings of this station. 
 
   From Bamfield news has been received that the work 
of building a coast trail is well advanced, seven miles of 
the road between Bamfield and Pachena having been 
completed. 
 

 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, August 01, 1907 
 
(News item concerned Maude sailing from Victoria for 
Estevan and other items.  Within the item was the 
following): 
 
   ... bricks and other material for the construction of the 
fog alarm and wireless telegraph station buildings at 
Estevan Point, near Hesquiat.  Included in the cargo was 
a horse bought a few days ago by Capt. Gaudin, Agent of 
Marine, which will be used on the car line with wooden 
rails built for a distance of three miles… 
 

 
Victoria Daily Colonist, August 9, 1907 
 

SIR WILFRED AS UMPIRE IN DISPUTE OVER WIRELESS 
 

Transportation Companies Lose by Failure to Operate 
Stations 

 
Ottawa, Aug. 8.—Hugh A. Allan, president of the 
Montreal Shipping Federation, and John D. Oppe, 
manager of the Marconi system in Canada, had it out 
with Hon. Wm. Templeman, acting Minister of Marine, 
before Sir Wilfrid Laurier this morning.  The premier 
acted as umpire, and heard both sides of the dispute.  
What he thinks of the muddle which Mr. Templeman has 
got into with the shipping interests will be reserved for 
parliament. Unquestionably great loss has resulted to 
the transportation companies by reason of the delay in 
manning the Marconi statins, and for this Mr. Temleman 
is held responsible.  Some reference was made to the 
dispute between the minister and the Marconi Company 
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with regard to the service on the Pacific coast.  Mr. Oppe 
claims that Mr. Templeman has violated the contract 
between the government and the Marconi Company, 
and the courts may have to determine the question of 
damages, if any. 
 

 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, August 26, 1907 
 

E. J. HAUGHTON GIVEN CHARGE OF WIRELESS 
 

Well Known Local Telegrapher Appointed to the 
Victoria Station by Government. 

 
   E. J. Haughton, who for seventeen years has been 
connected with the C.P.R. telegraph office in this city, 
was yesterday appointed to the superintendence of the 
Victoria wireless telegraph station established by the 
Dominion government at Shotbolt’s hill.  Mr. Haughton 
commenced service with the C.P.R. Telegraph Company 
as a messenger, and from step to step progressed until 
he became one of the most valued operators of the local 
company, and also had charge of the government wire 
which enters the local office from the west coast of 
Vancouver island.  While Mr. Haughton naturally regrets 
leaving his old associations where he will be missed, his 
appointment is considered a cause for celebration. 
 
   Mr. Haughton, with his wife and family, will take up his 
residence at the telegraph station at Shotbolt’s hill, 
where a house has just been completed.  The new 
station, which will be one of the best equipped and most 
complete on this coast, was established under the 
direction of Mr. Morse, who will also instruct the officials 
placed in charge of the different stations.  It is the 
intention to maintain a constant service, and the official 
in charge will have two assistants, the work being 
divided into eight hour watches.  The house built for the 
officer in charge and the two assistants is most 
comfortable and thoroughly modern. 
 

 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, Sept. 20, 1907 
 
(Item concerning the vessel Maude taking lifeboats to 
the west coast.  They will be stationed at San Juan, 
Cloose and Bamfield--plus material for the wireless 
telegraph stations.  The item carries on as recorded 
below.) 
 
     …mast and rigging etc. for the new wireless telegraph 
station for Pachena Point, lumber and stores for the 
workmen building a trail on the island coast, and 

supplies for Pachena and Cape Beale, Capt. Anderson 
now under charter to the Marine Department left 
yesterday for the island coast.  As passengers there were 
Capt. D. McDougall and five riggers who put the wireless 
telegraph mast at Pachena Point…. 
 
     On her next trip the Maude will probably take the 
wireless telegraph apparatus and spark transmitters for 
the Pachena Point station.  The apparatus has arrived in 
Victoria and is being made ready for installation by Mr. 
Hughes, engineer of wireless telegraph service.  As soon 
as Mr. Taylor completes the building at Shotbolt’s Hill, 
where the mast 150 feet high is in place, the apparatus 
will be installed there and it is hoped to have the new 
station ready for operation and able to answer any 
message received by October 10.  Cape Lazo station is 
expected to be ready about the same time.  At present, 
though, there is only one of the steamers operated to 
northern ports, the Camosun, equipped with wireless 
apparatus and as the Marconi apparatus is used on that 
vessel it is doubtful if the operator will communicate 
with the government station.  The station at Pachena 
point is expected to be ready about October 15, and that 
at Estevan soon afterwards. 
 
 

 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, October 31, 1907 
 

QUADRA LOADING FOR ISLAND COAST 
 
Excerpted from a longer article: 
 
    The Quadra will carry Capt. D. McDougall and his crew 
of riggers who have been putting up the big spar for the 
wireless telegraph station at Pachena to Estevan Point. 
 

 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, November 19, 1907 
 
   The several wireless telegraph stations being 
established in this city and on the west coast of 
Vancouver Island will also be valuable aids to navigators 
on vessels equipped with wireless telegraph apparatus--
and the majority of passenger vessels plying here will 
shortly be thus equipped.  A newly invented instrument 
now procurable by navigators will prevent the possibility 
of over running distance.  The mariner can set the 
instrument so that when a given distance from shore is 
reached the wireless instruments on board will 
communicate with those of shore stations.  For instance 
the instrument can be set for a distance of 25 miles, and 
when the instruments respond from shore, the mariner 
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will know that his vessel is 25 miles off shore, and by 
opening communication with the station the exact 
position is learned. 
 
 

 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, November 24, 1907 
 

WIRELESS STATIONS OPEN NEXT MONTH 
 

Five on British Columbia Coast Will Shortly be Put in 
Operation 

 
   The wireless telegraph stations established in British 
Columbia by the federal government, five in number, to 
be operated by the marine and fisheries department for 
the assistance of shipping, are to be opened for business 
December 15, after which, it is expected to have them all 
available for service day and night, for communication 
with all vessels equipped with wireless telegraphic 
apparatus, irrespective of the system used.  The stations 
which are equipped with the Shoemaker apparatus have 
a normal working radius of 125 miles, and notice is given 
that in communication with any of these stations, the 
standard ship length, or 300 metre wave should be used. 
 
   The locations of the British Columbia stations follows:  
Estevan Point, at light station at Hole-in-the-wall-U.S.D.-
Lat. N. 49 deg. 22 min. 5 sec; long W. 126 deg. 33 min. 21 
sec.  Pachena Point at the light station-K.P.D.-Lat N. 48 
deg ?3 min. 19 sec; long W. 125 deg. 6 min. 20 sec.  
Victoria on Shotbolt hill in the city--V.S.D. Lat. N. 48 deg. 
24 min 21 sec.; Long W. 123 deg. 19 min. 30 sec.  Point 
Grey, on the extremity--P.G.D., Lat. N. 49 deg. 15 min. 42 
sec.; Long. W. 123 deg 15 min. 22 sec.  Cape Lazo, on the 
summit of the cape--S..K.D. Lat. N. 49 deg. 42 min. 00 
sec.; Long. W. 123 deg. 53 min. 00 sec. 
 

 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, November 30, 1907 
 

WIRELESS STATIONS IN COMMUNICATION 
 

Messages Exchanged at Speed of Thirty Words a 
Minute Between Here and Vancouver 

 
   Wireless messages are now being exchanged between 
the government stations at Shotbolt’s hill in this city, 
where E. J. Haughton is in charge, and Point Grey.  It was 
agreed that the letter “V” should be sent over at 10 a.m.  
At first the sound came very faintly, but when the 
instrument had been turned up it sounded strong and 
clear. 

 
   The distance between the two stations is seventy three 
miles, and it was feared that the high islands between 
would interfere with the transmission of the ether 
waves, but these troubles are far less than was 
anticipated.  When the first message was received, a 
reply was immediately sent by wireless to Victoria, and 
the tidings were also sent by wire to Colonel Gourdeau, 
Deputy Minister of marine and Fisheries at Ottawa.  
After this, messages totaling two thousand words were 
exchanged between the two stations.  The speed at 
which the messages were sent exceeded thirty words a 
minute, which would be considered good work, even by 
wire. 
 
   The Point Grey and other Government stations have 
been equipped with the Shoemaker system of signaling, 
which will make it possible to communicate with vessels 
no matter what system they may use. 
 
   It is the intention of the Dominion government to 
establish a line of wireless stations between this point 
and Prince Rupert next year intervening stations to be 
built at Cape Lazo, Estevan Point and Pachena. 
 
   Since the local station has been established, messages 
have been exchanged at considerable distance, signals 
being exchanged with Mare island, off San Francisco and 
with the battleship Nebraska which is cruising off the 
straits.  The Nebraska passed into the straits on Thursday 
night in the face of a gale, with velocity of 60 miles an 
hour.  The ship is to be put at full speed for forty-eight 
hours, plowing through the heavy swells and firing all 
the guns of her various batteries.  The guns will be 
discharged first one at a time and finally all at one time.  
Tests will afterwards be made to ascertain the effect on 
the hull of the ship. 
 

 
Victoria Daily Colonist, December 6, 1907 
 

WIRELESS ON THE SALVAGE VESSELS 
 

B.C. Salvage Company Will Equip Salvor and William 
Jolliffe 

 
WILL PROVE VALUABLE 

 
Oriental Liners Soon to Be Provided—Delay in 

Equipping Local Craft 
 
   The British Columbia Salvage company have decided to 
equip its wrecking steamers Salvor and William Jolliffe 
with wireless telegraphic apparatus without delay, 
making the vessels the most up-to-date of their kind in 
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Pacific waters.  The placing of wireless telegraphic 
apparatus on the two steamers will be of great 
convenience when they are engaged in wrecking for they 
will then be in constant communication with the 
headquarters of the salvage plant at Esquimalt.  Had the 
Salvor been thus equipped, when she was engaged in 
floating the steamer Indravelli, now being repaired at 
Esquimalt, messages could have been constantly 
exchanged.  Again, in the event of the William Jolliffe or 
the Salvor picking up a distressed vessel, instructions 
could be secured at once from the head of the company 
without waiting to bring the vessel to port.  It would not 
have been necessary for the William Jolliffe to have gone 
to Nanaimo when bound south with the streamer 
Cottage City had there been telegraphic apparatus on 
board, for then, as soon as the vessel had come into 
communication with the wireless telegraphic station at 
Cape Lazo, instructions could have been given, as they 
were sent to Nanaimo, to proceed to Seattle with the 
vessel.  In many other ways the improvement will be of 
utility.  The apparatus to be sued will probably be the 
Shoemaker system, similar to that in use at the stations 
established by the marine department on the British 
Columbia coast.  Two of these are now in operation, that 
at Shotbolt’s hill and that at Point Grey.  Mr. Morse, a 
wireless expert who has been engaged installing the 
apparatus at the west coast telegraph stations, returned 
on the tug William Jolliffe and stated that the station at 
Pachena is almost ready, and will be available for service 
in a few days. 
 
   The installation on board the steamers of the C. P. R. 
Coast Steamship company has been delayed, owing to 
the disagreement between the federal government and 
the Marconi company.  The C. P. R. had arranged several 
months ago to secure apparatus from the Marconi 
company for its vessels on the understanding that the 
company was to install the government stations on this 
coast for the marine department, but since the 
government has put in the Shoemaker system the 
Marconi company has refused to allow its operators to 
communicate with stations other than those belonging 
to the Marconi system, with the result that the C. P. R. 
has been unable to install apparatus on its vessels.  The 
Union Steamship company’s steamer Camosun is the 
only coasting steamer on the coast at present installed, 
but, as it carries the Marconi apparatus, it is unable to 
communicate with the government stations. 
 
_____________________ 
 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, December 14, 1907 
 
   Cecil Doutre, the superintendent of the Dominion 

wireless service, arrived in the city yesterday and left last 
evening for Vancouver en route to Ottawa.  He reports 
that the five British Columbia stations will be equipped if 
everything proves successful and in running order by 
January 15, when he expects to return to Victoria.  The 
station at Pachena has been completed and the 
operators have already been dispatched there.  The 
riggers are about through their work at Cape Lazo. 
 
   The utility of the service will not be long in 
demonstrating itself according to Mr. Doutre. 
 

 
Victoria Daily Colonist, December 20, 1907 
 

PACHENA IS READY 
 

Wireless communication From Coast Station Expected 
Shortly 

 
   The government steamer Quadra, which has returned 
from the west coast after landing the bulk of the 
machinery, building material, stores, etc, taken for Cape 
Beale and Lennard Island, where fog alarms are to be 
improved, has returned to Victoria bringing the crews of 
Capt. McDougall, engaged in fitting up the masts and 
rigging for the wireless telegraph stations at Pachena 
point and Estevan point, and Mr. Tubman, who has been 
engaged on the fog alarm at Estevan. 
 
   The Quadra landed part of the machinery and supplies 
for Cape Beale bound westward, and after landing Capt. 
Gillen and his life-saving crew at Banfield proceeded to 
Estevan point to pick up the two crews awaiting there.  
The supplies for Lennard island were landed.  It was 
intended to land the remainder of the supplies and 
machinery for Cape Beale on the homeward trip, but the 
sea was considered too rough. 
 
   News was brought by the Quadra that the wireless 
telegraph station at Pachena point has been installed 
with the Shoemaker instrument, and is about ready to 
communicate.  It is expected signals will be received 
within a few days from Pachena by Supt. Haughton at 
the local wireless station.  The Pachena point station will 
be the best on the island coast, being on a much higher 
elevation than that at Estevan. 
 
   The Quadra will probably return to Cape Beale shortly 
to land the balance of the machinery and supplies for 
that point. 
 

 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, December 22, 1907 
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GOOD WIRELESS RECORD 

 
Operator of City of Puebla Heard Signals at San 
Francisco from Pachena Point. 
 
   On the arrival of the steamer City of Puebla from San 
Francisco yesterday morning the operator of the Massie 
wireless telegraphic apparatus on board, J. R. Lytle, 
reported having received signals from the new 
government wireless telegraph station at Pachena point 
on Monday when the City of Puebla was lying at San 
Francisco, 800 miles distant from Pachena.  On Monday 
last at 7:30 p.m. the operator was sitting in the wireless 
room and happened to put on the receivers which are 
fitted to his ears when “sitting in” at the instrument.  He 
was surprised to receive some signals which sounded 
louder that the usually faint signals echoed by the finely 
sensitized telephonic receivers of the wireless apparatus.  
When he heard the sending operator report that 
Pachena point station was sending the message he was 
still more surprised.  Unfortunately the steamer’s power 
was not available and he was unable to flash a 
congratulatory replay to the wireless expert at Pachena, 
who was then testing the new apparatus. 
 
   The achievement of the Pachena point wireless station, 
which is in keeping with the records made by that on 
Gonzales hill since its establishment goes to show that 
steamers from the Orient with wireless telegraphic 
apparatus on board can easily enter into communication 
when over two days steaming and more from the west 
coast of this island. 
 

 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, December 27, 1907 
 

PACHENA STATION IS OUT OF COMMUNICATION 
 

Mountains Interrupt Passage of Aerial Telegrams 
Between Marine Department’s Stations 

 
   The wireless telegraph station of the Dominion 
government established at Pachena point, has as yet, 
been unable to enter into communication with the 
station on Gonzales Hill.  It is thought that the mountains 
interrupt the progress of the Hertzian waves.  The 
station at Pachena was established about ten days ago 
and since repeated efforts have been made to secure 
communications with Victoria but without result. 
 
   It is now probable that an intermediary station will 
have to be built.  Owing to a similar difficulty reported 
between ‘Tatoosh’ and Bremerton, between which the 

Olympians are said to intercept messages, an 
intermediary station is to be established at Smith Island, 
not far from the entrance to Puget sound at Port 
Townsend. 
 
   On Christmas Day the difficulty was overcome through 
the kindness of the Massie operator on board the 
steamer ‘Governor’ of the Pacific Coast Steamship 
Company.  The ‘Governor’ was off the Washington coast 
north bound when the first message came from Pachena 
point station.  It was from Capt. Hackett and officers of 
the steamer Quadra which had failed to reach Victoria as 
hoped by Christmas Eve, and read: 
 
   “Pachena, B.C. via SS Governor to wireless station 
Victoria Cap. Hackett and the officers of the Dominion 
Government steamship Quadra, wish their families and 
friends in Victoria a Merry Christmas by wireless.” 
 
   As the land wires on the west coast of Vancouver 
Island have been down since the morning of December 
23, this was the only communication available.  
Incidentally, the ‘Governor’ relayed a greeting by 
wireless from the operators at Pachena point.  This 
message read: 
 
   “Messers. Haughton and Hughes, Dominion 
government wireless station Gonzales Hill, Victoria.  
Messers. Maddam and Thompson, Pachena wireless 
station, wish you both a very merry Christmas and, 
failing something stronger, drink your health in rain 
water.” 
 

 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, December 29, 1907 
 

PACHENA IN TOUCH 
 
Signals from West Coast Wireless Station Are Received 
at Gonzales Hill 
 
 
   The wireless stations at Gonzales Hill and Pachena 
Point were in communication yesterday morning for the 
first time, thus demonstrating that the interchange of 
messages between the local station and that on the 
island coast is practicable.  On Christmas morning 
messages were relayed from the Pachena station to the 
Victoria station by way of the steamer ‘Governor‘, which 
was off the Washington coast.  The superintendent of 
the local station, E. J. Haughton yesterday morning 
received the following message: 
 
   “Pachena wireless station to Gonzales Hill wireless 



32News items were transcribed from the Victoria Daily Colonist Newspaper, British Columbia, Canada 

station.  December 28.  Congratulations.  You come in 
splendidly.  Notwithstanding the opinion of the experts, 
we can penetrate mountains.” 
 
   The news that the west coast station is in 
communication with the island coast will be received 
with considerable local satisfaction, as reports were 
circulated that the station had failed to interchange 
signals with the local operator. 
 

 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, December 31, 1907 
 
FIRST WIRELESS MESSAGE RECEIVED FROM THE NORTH 
 
   The first wireless telegraph message from the north 
was received on Sunday at the local station on Gonzales 
hill, in charge of Supt. E. J. Haughton.  The steamer 
'Portland', of the Alaska Steamship company, which is 
the first of the northern steamers to be equipped, 
reported at 7:30 pm that she was off Cape Mudge 
awaiting a favourable tide.  In order to communicate 
with the northern steamers a station is to be established 
at Cape Lazo, near Comox. 
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1908 
 

 

 
Victoria Colonist January 1, 1908 
 
   An excellent summary of the present position of 
wireless telegraphy, commercially and scientifically, was 
given in a paper read before the Institution of engineers 
and shipbuilders in Scotland, By Dr. J. Erskine-Murray. 
 
   In order to indicate the magnitude of the wireless 
telegraph system of communications throughout the 
world the author collected the following data from 
various government and other reports on the subject: 
 
   Total number of wireless telegraph stations, 1550, 
which may be classified as follows: 
 
Commercial land stations …195 
Merchant vessels……………….170 
Lighthouses, etc. (Gov’t)……150 
Naval installations………………670 
Military portable…………………670 
Experimental stations………..310 
 
    These 1550 stations have been erected by the various 
companies in approximately the following proportions: 
 
Telefunken……….……………….41% 
Marconi……………….…………….20% 
De Forest…………………………….6% 
Lodge-Muirhead……….………..3% 
Fessenden…………………………..3% 
Other systems………..………..27% 
 
     In order to give an idea of the scientific position the 
author summed up the general principles of wireless 
telegraphy as follows: 
 
   --The energy which transmits the signal is propagated 
over the earth’s surface as an electric wave motion. 
   
   --This wave motion, or alternate current, may be either 
uniform like an ordinary lighting or power current, or it 
may be in the form of damped wave trains, i.e., in short 
series of waves following one another at comparatively 
long intervals; each series or train commencing strongly 
and dying out after comparatively few waves.  In the first 
case, a high frequency alternate current generator or a 
vibrating electric arc may be used; in the latter, the 
intermittent spark discharge of a condenser. 
 
   --In both cases it is necessary that the frequency of the 

current (number of alterations per second) should be 
high in order that the amount of electricity set in motion 
at each wave and, therefore, the actual dimensions of 
the apparatus may not be too large.  This will be 
appreciated when it is recollected that a small quantity 
of electricity, or any material when moving very rapidly, 
may transmit a large amount of energy.  (a high speed 
De Laval steam turbine is a good mechanical instance of 
this.)  A high frequency is thus advantageous from an 
engineering point of view, though it is not absolutely 
necessary. 
 
   --The receiving apparatus must, therefore, be capable 
of detecting and indicating currents whose frequencies 
are greater than 100,000 per second.  There are now 
scores, possibly hundreds, of ways in which this may be 
done.  These may be classed as follows: 
(a) Imperfect electrical contacts, or coherers, whose 
resistance is changed by the action of the received 
current; 
(b) Electrolytic detectors, which indicate the received 
currents by an alteration in polarization; 
(c) Thermometric detectors, which indicate the current 
through the effects of the change of temperature it 
causes; 
(d) Magnetic detectors, in which the magnetic state of a 
piece of magnetized iron is altered by the current; 
(e) Electromagnetic detectors on the current balance, or 
electro-dynamometer principle; 
(f) Valves or rectifiers which, owing to their property of 
permitting current to pass more easily in one direction 
that in the other, produce a more or less unidirectional 
and, therefore, measurable current directly from the 
alternating current received; 
(g) A miscellaneous class whose methods of action have 
not yet been explained. 
 
   The best known forms of coherer are (1) the Marconi, 
consisting of a glass tube of about 5 millimeters bore, in 
which are two silver plugs about 5 millimeters apart, 
between which a small quantity of very fine nickel filings 
are placed.  The gap is usually V-shaped, to admit of 
regulation by merely turning the tube, as the filings only 
occupy about one-third of the space, and are, therefore, 
more or less crowded together, according as the wide or 
narrow end of the V is uppermost. (2) The Lodge-
Muirhead, which consists of a razor-edged steel wheel 
about the diameter of a three penny bit, whose edge 
dips into mercury covered with oil, and which is kept 
revolving by clockwork.  The Marconi coherer, which by 
the way, is a modified form of Brandy tube and is also 
used by the Telefunken company, requires to be de-
cohered by tapping or shaking it after it has recorded a 
signal, as it would otherwise remain cohered.  This, 
though apparently a disadvantage, is in reality the 
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essence of its success, for it is owing to this that it was 
first possible to maintain the effect of the passage of the 
high frequency current long enough to obtain from it a 
permanent record on the Morse tape by means of 
ordinary telegraph instruments.  The Lodge-Muirhead 
coherer is de-cohered after a small fraction of a second 
by the movement of the wheel.  The other detectors 
most in use are Marconi’s magnetic detector and the 
electrolytic barretter invented by Fessenden. 
 
    The electrolytic receiver, or barretter, depends on the 
fact that if a constant voltage be applied between 
electrodes dipping into an electrolyte, one of which is of 
very small area, the current is, under certain conditions, 
unstable, and the sudden superposition of a high 
frequency current causes a sudden and considerable 
increase in the constant current.  The action is not yet 
properly understood, though many theories have been 
stated.  A telephone is generally used in connection with 
this detector, which is one of the most sensitive of all. 
 
    It is noticeable that in the above list of detectors of 
high frequency currents there are very few, if any, which 
give directly an audible or visible indication of the signal.  
In practically every case it is thus necessary to have 
some auxiliary instrument to indicate to the operator 
that the detector has reacted.  In some cases a 
telephone, syphon recorder, or Morse inker, may be used 
at will; in others the telephone is the only auxiliary 
suitable, and it is, therefore, not possible to obtain a 
permanent record of a message. 
 
5.  The waves are propagated outward from the 
transmitting station, either equally in all directions, or 
with a maximum in one direction, according as the aerial 
wire is vertical or inclined.  In the latter case the 
strongest transmission is in the direction of the lower 
end of the wire.  This method is used at Clifden and 
Glace Bay, Marconi’s transatlantic stations, and at 
Knockree, the Poulsen Transatlantic station now 
building. 
 
    It is now easy to determine with considerable 
accuracy, in fact, within a few degrees, the direction 
from which a message is coming—a discovery which may 
in the near future become a great aid to navigation, 
since any two land stations within range of a ship will be 
able, by making simultaneous observations, to give their 
bearings, and thus to fix the actual position of the vessel. 
 
7.  the speed of transmission at moderate distances, and 
the reliability of a wireless connection, are now both as 
good as the same qualities in an ordinary land wire.  A 
proof is given by the abolition of the Post Office wire 
from Hunstanton to Skegness, since wireless stations 

have been erected, and the fact that a speed of 90 
words per minute has been attained between these 
stations. 
 
8.  The means of preventing interference between 
neighboring stations have been developed to such good 
effect in the last few years that it is now possible, as 
experience shows, to construct apparatus which will 
respond only to waves with do not differ by more than 
about 4 per cent from the proper wave length for the 
station.  An even greater sharpness in tuning has, 
indeed, been claimed by various workers, and may very 
probably have been obtained.  A margin of 4 per cent is, 
however, sufficient to render possible the efficient 
working of a very large number of stations in 
comparatively small area without interference. 
 

 
 
Victoria Colonist, January 04, 1908 
 
   There was a snide comment in the paper to the effect 
that the station at Pachena could communicate more 
reliably with San Francisco, just short of 1000 miles to 
the south, than to Victoria, about 80 miles to the east.—
FWS 
 
 
 

 
Victoria Colonist March 6, 1908 
 

STEAMERS EQUIP WITH WIRELESS 
 

United Wireless Company Yesterday Made Contract 
With Alaska-Pacific S.S. Co. 

 
APPARATUS ON LINERS 

 
 

Pachena Wireless Messages Intercepted by Telephone 
Wire at Cape Beale 

 
   More steamers are constantly being equipped with 
wireless telegraphic apparatus.  Yesterday, Thomas F. 
Merrick, local manager of the United Wireless Telegraph 
company stated that his company has just closed a 
contract with the Alaska Pacific Steamship company, 
which operates the steamers Watson, Buckman and 
Falcon, between Seattle and San Francisco, to equip 
those vessels with the DeForrest system of wireless 
telegraphic apparatus and the work on installation will 
be begun at once.  The Pacific Coast company’s steamer 
City of Puebla is equipped with wireless of the Massie 
system, as is also the Queen, Governor and President, 
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but the Umatilla has not yet been fitted.  The steamer 
Humboldt was also equipped just before leaving San 
Francisco for Seattle where she is now preparing to run 
to Skagway, and the steamer Portland, also on the Alaska 
route, has an operator on board.  On the Sound the tug 
Fearless of Capt. T.W. Burley has the apparatus, and the 
British Columbia Salvage company has placed 
Shoemaker equipment on its salvage steamer Salvor. 
 
   Since the recent establishment of the wireless 
telegraph station at Victoria and on the west coast of 
Vancouver island the shipping community has found the 
communication of considerable advantage, and at least 
one of the trans-Pacific lines will, within a month be 
equipped.  The Nippon Yusen kaisha line has decided to 
have the Telefunken apparatus placed on each of its six 
steamers in this service and will begin the installation 
next month.  The C.P.R. line has not yet been able to 
complete arrangements for the installation of apparatus 
on the empress liners and the steamers of the B.C. Coast 
service.  Arrangements were made a year ago to have 
the Princess May, Princess Beatrice, Amur and other 
vessels of the company equipped with Marconi 
apparatus, but owing to the fact that the Dominion 
government decided to install the Shoemaker apparatus 
at its stations, instead of the Marconi, and as the 
Marconi company is unwilling to allow inter-
communication with other systems of wireless 
telegraphy, the work of installation was not proceeded 
with. 
 
   The steamer Camosun of the Union Steamship 
company was the first local steamer equipped with 
wireless apparatus, but it was not used after being 
installed as it was the Marconi system.  Owing to that 
company’s refusal to allow communication with other 
than Marconi land stations, of which there were none in 
British Columbia, the apparatus has not been used. 
 
   A strange circumstance in connection with the working 
of the wireless telegraphic apparatus on the west coast 
of Vancouver island is reported Mrs. Paterson of Cape 
Beale recently, when telephoning from the Cape Beale 
lighthouse, heard plainly the Morse signals of a message 
telegraphed by the wireless telegraph operator at 
Pachena.  The message had evidently been intercepted 
by the telephone wire and conducted to Cape Beale.  On 
enquiry the operator at Pachena verified the signals, and 
the operators are wondering how it came about that the 
message started through the air for Victoria could be 
heard at Cape Beale. 
 

 
 
Victoria Colonist March 17, 1908 

 
    Capt. James Gaudin, local agent of marine and 
fisheries, is expected to leave today for Vancouver to 
take over the newly purchased steamer Newington, 
which, as stated yesterday, was purchased by the marine 
and fisheries department for lighthouse and buoy work. 
 

 
Victoria Colonist June 05, 1908 
 
European Medical Journals Claim that Hertzian Waves 

Are Harmful 
 
   The statements made in European medical journals to 
the effect that wireless waves are harmful to the 
operator and have been the cause of many diseases is 
strongly refuted by E. J. Haughton, superintendent of the 
Dominion government stations in British Columbia.  Mr. 
Haughton states that far from being harmful, they have a 
beneficial effect, by purifying the air and rendering the 
action of breathing much more easy. 
 
   Mr. Haughton says that these statements must be false 
as the operator does not come in contact with the waves 
which are transmitted from the top of the wireless mast.  
The flash from the transmitter he says, is at times painful 
to the eyes just as any other bright uncovered flash of 
electricity would be. 
 
   The passage of the Hertzian waves through the air 
works on the same principle as a summer thunder 
storm, which is generally regarded as beneficial to 
mankind. 
 
   Mr. Haughton points out an interesting feature which is 
apparently due to the atmosphere of the wireless station 
at Gonzales Hill.  A deaf man who is an occasional visitor 
there finds his malady considerably lessened after sitting 
in the operator’s room for some minutes.  His able to 
hear an ordinary conversation where (microfilm 
unreadable for two lines). 
 
   According to M. P. Beltile (sp?), a French naval surgeon 
on board the Descartes, which has been engaged in the 
campaign in Morocco, the members of the ships 
company who were employed in wireless telegraph duty, 
developed various affections (afflictions? FS) in 
consequence of the action of the Hertzian waves.  Most 
commonly the telegraphists complained of their eyes 
and cases of slight conjunctivitis, keratitis and leukoma 
occurred. 
 
   In order to protect the eyes from damage by the ultra 
violet rays of the electric emanation which have a very 
powerful action, it was recommended that yellow or 
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orange glasses should be worn.  Not only were the eyes 
of the operators affected, but two cases of eczema--one 
of the wrist and one of the eyelid, both very difficult to 
cure--were seen, probably due to the same cause. 
 
   Lastly, one of the officials who had been employed for 
several years in wireless telegraphy suffered from painful 
palpitation of the heart, which came on after working for 
any length of time at the instruments for sending 
messages.  This man was quite free from any organic 
lesion of the heart.  M. Beltile says the Lancet, a British 
medical journal, is disposed to think that a good many 
cases of ‘nervousness’ and neurasthenia, which seem 
now to be getting rather common among naval men, 
may be due to the work which is being done in wireless 
telegraphy. 
 

 
Victoria Colonist June 11, 1908 
 

FIRST LINE EQUIPPED WITH THE WIRELESS 
 

Tango Maru flashed Message Three Hundred Miles to 
Gonzales Hill 

 
   The first wireless telegram received from any of the 
steamers plying across the Pacific ocean came to the 
Dominion government station at Gonzales Hill Tuesday, 
when Supt. E.J. Haughton heard the low sounds of 
Morse ticking from seaward to say that the Japanese 
steamer Tango Maru was approximately 300 miles off 
the coast of Vancouver island on her way from 
Yokohama and would arrive here at noon today. 
 
   The Tango Maru is equipped with the Telefunken 
system of wireless telegraphic apparatus and the signals 
of the Japanese operator are easily read on the 
Shoemaker apparatus of the Dominion government’s 
station.  E.J. Haughton, superintendent of the local 
station on Gonzales Hill was notified when the Tango 
Maru sailed from Yokohama to expect a signal from her 
and therefore was not surprised last night when he sat 
with the delicate receivers strapped to his ears to hear 
the faint scratching of the message from the open sea 
where the Tango Maru is steaming toward the land on 
her way to Victoria from the Japanese port. 
 
   The Japanese steamer, which is the first to be 
equipped with the wireless telegraphic apparatus, is the 
largest of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha’s fleet in this service 
and until the new vessels were launched last month in 
Japan was the biggest of all the company’s steamers.  
She is a fine passenger and freight steamer of 7200 and 
is now in command of Capt. Swain one of the oldest of 
the European navigators in the employ of the Nippon 

Yusen Kaisha. 
 
   The steamer Tenyo Maru the new 12,500 ton liner of 
the Toyo Kisen Kaishas which is on the way from 
Yokohama to San Francisco, is also equipped with 
wireless telegraphic apparatus.  The Aki Maru, which 
leaves Yokohama today, is also reported to have been 
equipped and each of the steamers of the line is to have 
the apparatus installed, so that each will report from sea 
many hours before they are in sight of the land. 
 
   On the Japanese coast, wireless telegraph stations 
have also been established, the principal one at Cape 
Inuboye, the first land sighted by the steamers in the 
trans-Pacific trade, and the government has organized a 
commercial service under which people ashore may 
communicate with those at sea and vice versa. 
 

 
Victoria Colonist June 12, 1908 
 

FIRST ORDER LIGHT FOR TRIANGLE ISLAND 
 

High Power Wireless Equipment and Fog Alarm to Be 
Established 

 
   On her way to Triangle Island, where supplies for the 
construction of a new lighthouse are being taken D. G. S. 
Quadra left port yesterday afternoon.  The light at 
Triangle Island is to be of the first order and will be 
visible for a greater distance over sea than were it 
established at any other point on the Pacific coast.  The 
island forms a knoll 680 feet above the sea level, and it is 
upon the highest eminence that the lighthouse will be 
constructed. 
 
   In conjunction with this aid to navigation, which will be 
visible over fifty miles at sea, it is stated that a wireless 
telegraph station of high power will also be established.  
A fog alarm will also be added and the equipment at 
Triangle Island will be the most complete on the coast. 
 
   Triangle Island is the western most of the Scott group 
of Islands and has been seldom visited.  It is twenty five 
miles southwest from Cape Scott, and about a mile in 
extent.  Differing from the other islands of the group, it 
is precipitous and bare of trees and has a remarkable 
gap in its summit.  The Indians at Quatsino, Nawittle and 
other villages of the northwest of the island tell stories 
of deposits of native copper on the island, the story 
being that the metal from which the “copper”, the 
sheets of metal prized by the village chiefs, was secured 
from the island. 
 
   W. F. Burton, of this city, and Warburton Pike, two well 
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known sportsmen are now at the island, having gone 
from Alert Bay in a launch to make a study of the bird life 
on the remote island. 
 
 

 
Victoria Colonist June 14, 1908 
 

LEEBRO TAKES ESTEVAN’S LIGHT 
 

Leeming Bros. Freighter Had Big Cargo—Takes New 
Lightkeeper to Post 

 
   Steamer Leebro of Leeming Bros., under charter to the 
marine department, left last night for Estevan and 
Pachena light stations and other depots of the marine 
department on the island coast, carrying over 400 tons 
of lumber, machinery, and various freight, probably the 
largest cargo taken by any of the steamers for the 
marine department.  The cargo includes the fine cut 
glass lenses and apparatus for the establishment of the 
first order light which is to be installed at Estevan point 
next month, adjoining the wireless telegraph station 
now in operation.  The lenses which came from Chance 
Bros. factory at Birmingham, Eng. cost over £6,000.   
 
   (The US Dollar in 1908 was $4.87 to £1.00 thus about 
lantern apparatus cost about US $30,000.  Compare this 
with a wireless operator’s salary at the time at around 
C$80/month and it can be seen that lighthouse keepers 
would have been chosen with some care due to the 
responsibilities involved. FWS) 
 
   The Leebro carried as passenger Cap. Otto Buckholtz 
and his family and their household effects for Estevan 
point, at which station Capt. Buckholtz, a well known 
local navigator, has been appointed lightkeeper.  He will 
take up his duties at once pending the construction of 
the new light, which will be visible for over xx miles. 
 

 
 

 
Victoria Colonist July 03, 1908 
 

LEEBRO TAKES CARGO TO ESTEVAN LIGHTHOUSE 
 

Machinery and Building Material Taken to Complete 
Work on New Coast Light. 

 
   The steamer Leebro left yesterday for Estevan point 
and west coast lighthouses, carrying a cargo of building 

material and machinery to be used in the completion of 
the lighthouse and fog alarm and wireless telegraph 
station at Estevan point.  A notice to mariners issued 
yesterday gives some particulars of the new lighthouse.  
It reads: 
 
   A lighthouse tower is under construction on the 
southwest extremity of Estevan point, locally known as 
“Hole-in-the-wall,” west coast of Vancouver Island.  The 
light to be shown from this tower when completed will 
be a first order triple flashing white light, with the 
following characteristics in each period of ten seconds:  
Flash .20 second, eclipse 1.37 second, flash .20 second, 
eclipse 1.37 second, flash .20 second, eclipse 6.36 
seconds. 
 
   A fog alarm building has been erected at this 
lightstation.  A fog alarm consisting of a diaphone, 
operated with air, compressed by an old engine, will be 
installed in the building this year. 
 
   Further particulars respecting the lighthouse and fog 
alarm, and the date when they will be put into operation 
will be furnished later. 
 
 

 
Victoria Colonist July 04, 1908 
 

MARCONI EXPERT FINISHES WORK 
 

E. J. Watts Returns After Installing Apparatus on Three 
Liners 

 
   E. J. Watts, who went from here on the R. M. S. 
Empress of China some months ago to equip that vessel 
the Marconi wireless telegraphic apparatus returned by 
the empress of Japan, on his way to England after 
equipping the three Empresses.  He made the 
installation of the Empress of China outbound to the 
Orient, then met the Empress of India at Shanghai and 
equipped that vessel afterward joining the Empress of 
Japan, which was equipped on arrival at Hong Kong.  
Some long distance communications were held, the liner 
being reported from a distance of 450 miles, via Estevan, 
when nearing Victoria. 
 
   Mr. Watts said the apparatus installed on the Empress 
liners was much more elaborate than the type now used 
on the Atlantic.  The Lusitania and Mauretania were the 
only two boats on that run which were similarly 
equipped--that was to say that the motor generated an 
alternating current, instead of the ordinary induction 
coil.  By using an alternator they, at the same time, used 
a transmitter (transformer? FS) and this made the 
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dispatch of messages much easier and quicker than by 
the old fashioned invention (induction? FS) coil.  At the 
same time, it had a much greater power and enabled the 
receiving station to pick up their messages at a greater 
distance.  The plant that he had put on the Empress was 
rated at a 250 miles station. 
 
   Speaking of the wireless installed by him, Mr. Watts 
said: “We worked a distance of 500 miles with Ochishi 
station, in the Hokkaido.  Although our instrument is 
rated 250 miles we did 500 on this occasion, but we do 
not guarantee that we can always do that.  But it is 
pretty safe to say that in ordinary climatic conditions we 
could do so with this instrument.  You see we leave a 
good margin.” 
 
   “There are five stations round the coast of Japan that 
are open for commercial work, that is, apart from naval 
and military stations, and it may be interesting to learn 
that the operators ‘speak’ quite good English.  Anyhow 
they understood us and we understood them.  There are 
no stations, so far as I know, on the China coast available 
for commercial purposes, but in Formosa there is a 
Japanese rival station.  We did not get into 
communication with it.” 
 
   “Wind storms will not in the slightest degree interfere 
with the working of such an instrument as I have erected 
on this ship.   It is a very modern apparatus enabling us 
to receive and transmit with great ease, even during a 
storm, and at the same time we are able to cut out other 
stations whose messages, not being intended for us, we 
do not wish to receive.  No typhoon would have any 
effect with us because such a storm sets up no etheric 
oscillation.  A thunder storm, being charged with 
electricity or a hailstorm will cause static vibration, but 
no heavy gale such as you experience here will affect the 
working of this instrument.  Wireless equipped vessels 
enjoy the advantage over others of being able to report 
the state of the weather to each other.  There are some 
sixty or eighty different systems in sue as far as I know--
French, German, Norwegian, Danish, Spanish, American, 
Japanese, etc.--all being founded on the one original 
system, that of Marconi, and each system is able to 
communicate intelligibly with the other.  Over 100 
vessels on the Atlantic are now equipped.” 
 
   Mr. Watts was with the Russian army during the war 
with Japan.  He said: “I can’t tell you much about it as I 
was locked up in Vladivostok all the time.  I went out 
there after the fall of Port Arthur and just before the 
battle of Mukden.  Just before that I was in St. 
Petersburg and was sent out to erect a station in 
Vladivostok, the idea of which was to connect primarily 
with a point inland so that, in the event of Vladivostok 

being cut off, the military there would still be able to 
communicate with the army outside.  I was there for a 
year.  It was very interesting in a way and they treated 
me very well but I would not go through it again for 
anything.  Last year I did some six months on a Brazilian 
battleship.  By the way, the three new Brazilian 
dreadnaughts are to carry wireless telegraphy, the 
Argentine warships as well.  Brazil is having ten 
destroyers built in Britain now.  I installed the first of 
these in Glasgow with wireless.” 
 

 
Victoria Colonist July 11, 1908 
 
Sunday Supplement 
 

TRIANGLE ISLAND 
 
The Key to Wireless Communication on the Pacific 
 
   Rearing its rugged mass from the deep waters of the 
Pacific, alone and stern and threatening, like an 
uncompromising warder of the Western world, Triangle 
Island has in its grim aloofness long been known to 
mariners venturing the stormy waters of the North 
Pacific as one of the most desolate features of that 
oceans environments and as the first land mark to be 
watched for and picked up by navigators approaching 
the North Americas continent.  Completely detached 
from Vancouver Island or even the scattered picket islets 
ringing its northern extremity, Triangle has been left 
throughout the centuries to all the majesty of its 
desolation.  Divided \from habitable land by a 30 mile 
ribbon of water which save at exceptional seasons of the 
year is fraught with danger to the navigator, it has been 
visited but at widely infrequent intervals even by the 
courageous prospector who ever leads the pioneers and 
then the legions of civilization.  Mine seekers have come, 
have scratched it hard and seamy face for outcroppings 
of promising ore, and one by one have gone their several 
ways, discouraged by the utter loneliness of the spot, a 
loneliness accentuated rather than relieved by the boom 
and thunder of the in rolling ocean, the weird cries of 
the myriads of sea fowl making it their home, and the 
evil lament of the huge sea lions which disport 
themselves up its rocky beaches, taking the sun where 
man comes not to molest them or make the afraid. 
 
   Until a few weeks ago, Triangle Island has strictly 
preserved its hermit character.  Today the sea-lion herds 
fighting their battles or nurturing their young upon the 
rocks, join protest with the shrieking clouds of disturbed 
gulls, ducks and other feathered residents, for at last 
their unchallenged possession of the land is rudely and 
permanently disturbed.  Prospectors again explore the 
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ledges and crevices where signs of copper exist in 
promising abundance.  A party of distinguished 
naturalists headed by Warburton Pike, the famous 
explorer-author of “In the Barren Lands” and that other 
great hunter, Mr. Walter Burton, add gleefully each day 
some new treasure to their collection of rare and 
unusual specimens of bird life and the eggs of waterfowl, 
the little auk and two, as yet unnamed varieties of eagles 
being included in their treasure trove. 
 
   And on the very face of the inhospitably frowning cliffs 
a party of sturdy workmen is busy building an extensive 
tramline for the conveyance of materials and supplies 
from the little bay which forms the only safe anchorage 
of the clover leaf shaped island to its topmost pinnacle, 
the music of hammer and saw answering the raucous 
protest of the disturbed feathered inhabitants. 
 
   For Triangle Island is at last to be put to the uses for 
which Nature apparently designed it from the beginning 
of things. 
 
   Announcement has been made by the Dominion 
Government of the establishment on its towering crest 
of a lighthouse which will have no superiors on the 
Pacific seaboard.  Construction can hardly begin during 
the present season as all available time between now 
and the winter months will doubtless be required for the 
construction of the tramline, without which building 
material cannot be go to the selected site.  Next season 
however, will see construction actively taken in hand, 
and it is hoped, prosecuted with such vigour and 
continuity that by this time next year Triangle light will 
flash a welcome to all incoming seamen who follow the 
Great Circle of the North Pacific in their voyaging from 
Northern Asian ports. 
 
   The light is to be one of the first order, placed in a 
tower upwards of 700 feet above the tumbling waves 
that dash themselves to pieces at its base.  Extra 
powerful lenses are to be made a feature with an 
incandescent petrol or vapour lamp.  The range of 
visibility is given as thirty-five miles, but it is estimated 
that the light will be plainly in sight at a distance of forty 
or even forty-five miles from the bridge of such high 
decked vessels as those of the Empress fleet.  Similar 
first order lights are now being installed at Pachena and 
Estevan points, the latter on a great concrete tower 100 
feet in height.  Triangle light, however, must always 
maintain an individual celebrity and conspicuousness as 
being the first and most isolated aid to navigators on the 
American continent. 
 
   It is expected that a little community of four or five, or 
perchance half a dozen families will, in the course of the 

ensuing years, have their homes on Triangle Island and 
for these, buildings will be erected next season a the top 
of the mountain where only there is to be found any 
suitable building sites.  There must be a lightkeeper, of 
course, probably two.  Then too, the expectation is that 
the equipment of the station will be supplemented by 
wireless installations of exceptional power, and in 
connection therewith two or three operators will be 
given employment together with an engineer and 
general mechanician. 
 
   It is, indeed, in connection with its remarkable position 
and natural adaptability as the greatest wireless base on 
the American Pacific Coast, and the key of trans-Pacific 
wireless communication, that the great future of 
Triangle Island exists.  Perhaps nowhere in the world has 
nature so effectively congregated the fundamental 
essentials for a wireless station.  The Island is well 
removed from the wooded mainland of Vancouver 
Island by the broad waters of Goletas Channel, and all 
who have any acquaintance with the science of wireless 
telegraphy are aware of the importance of clear water 
stretches in all directions from an established station.  
Again, the Island has the great essential of elevation, 
rising to a height of from 680 to 700 feet, to which 150 
to 200 feet can easily be added by masting if this is 
found by the experts to be essential in long distance 
operating, in regard to which there seems to be some 
difference of opinion among the recognized authorities 
at the present time.  And equally important, Triangle 
Island is absolutely barren of forestation, not a tree and 
scarcely a blade of grass finding a lodgment on its bleak 
and rugged sides and windswept crown. 
 
   How important this is in the successful operation of a 
high powered station can only be fully appreciated by 
workers in wireless, who assert that is among the 
mysteries of this ghostly new agency of inter-
communication that it is matter of less difficulty to 
project the all important waves through rugged masses 
of granite than over the gently waving tops of a young 
forest of live pine.  Indeed, the operators at the first 
station established in British Columbia have frequently 
declared that when messages were in transit across the 
Straits to or from Douglas Hill, one could actually see the 
needles of the pines all nervously aquiver as they 
feasted upon the current designed for the speeding of 
the written thought. 
 
   Another interesting peculiarity of the wireless which 
seems to be almost a blessing of Providence is that the 
signals are more easily transmitted or read under a low 
barometric presser than in clear, sunny weather.  Dense 
atmosphere is claimed to be a better conductor of the 
ethereal waves and, this beings so, the Northern Pacific, 
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ill famed for the prevalence of its fogs and storms, enjoys 
the compensating advantage of being a better field for 
safe guarding by wireless that any sun blessed sea. 
 
   No specifications for either the lighthouse or the 
intended wireless installation at Triangle Island have 
been received as yet at the offices of the Department of 
Marine and Fisheries in this city.  Prominent officials of 
the Department who have been sent here from the East 
to look over the field in view of the projected 
improvement to the aids to navigation, have stated in 
interviews and in private conversation however that the 
Triangle base will be one of the most thoroughly modern 
among the wireless stations of America, equipped and 
powered for the transmission and receipt of messages 
over a normal distance of 1000 miles.  There is, of 
course, no water power available for extra economic 
development of electric energy, and current would be 
developed by means of dynamos operated by powerful 
gasoline engines  The water supply of the island is 
indeed limited to a small stream originating in a curious 
spring half way up the mountain side, whose volume is 
insufficient for it to be wholly depended upon even for 
domestic supply, so that a reservoir of the conservation 
of rainfall is among the works contemplated in the 
equipment scheme of the federal authorities. 
 
   Although it is but recently that the Dominion 
Government has displayed an active appreciation of the 
peculiar and invaluable facilities of Triangle Island as a 
lighthouse and wireless base, it is now five years since 
these facilities first commanded the attention of private 
enterprise, and Triangle was selected as the key of the 
wireless communication system designed by a local 
company, of which the late Captain J. G. Cox was a 
prominent member, which early in 1906 placed an 
extremely practical programme before the Dominion 
Government for the effective safeguarding of the British 
Columbia coast with a chain of wireless stations, that at 
Triangle being the most important. 
 
   The offer to the Dominion on this occasion was to 
erect and equip ten stations in series at distances of 50 
miles apart, and operate continuously for a monthly 
subsidy of $150 per station, no charge being made in 
connection with the necessarily heavy initial cost.  The 
company proposed of course, to reap their profits 
through the development of commercial business, the 
greater part of which would most inevitably have been 
foreign in its origination. 
 
   The Government on that occasion rejected the 
proposition, although a saving of money was obviously 
secured, with the explanation that it was deemed 
advisable in the public interests to retain the conduct 

and operation of wireless telegraphy in Canada in so far 
a possible as a public service. 
 
   Since it is easily apparent that there would be little 
commercial business between the inter communicating 
stations of the sparsely settled Vancouver Island 
seaboard, one had to seek in a broader range of 
operation the explanation of the proposal put forward.  
With Triangle as a base it was, as a matter of fact, 
intended to secure by a series of relays, continuous 
communication with the Asian continent, four stations 
being established within dependable working range of 
one another.  The sites of these were Triangle Island, 
Unalaska, Attu (at the further extremity of the Aleutian 
semi-circle) and Yezo, the northern most great island of 
the Japanese archipelago.  In each of these, the essential 
conditions of isolation free water stretches, elevation 
and a minimum of forestation were found, while the 
longest working radius was approximately 1,100 miles, 
by no means of impracticable distance. 
 
   The economy of such a relay wireless system in 
comparison with the immense cost of cable construction 
and operation will be patent to anyone and when it is 
known that almost $1,000,000 worth of cable business is 
handled monthly between the business settlements of 
the China coast and Japan and Europe and America via 
the cable lines, at rates ranging from 90 cents to $1.18 
per word, some appreciation can be had of the 
magnitude of the project for cheapening world inter-
communication and they by strengthening the facilities 
of business on two continents. 
 
   Another feature of the plan which made it one of 
immense importance to the shipping world was that 
with these relay stations established, shipping following 
the Great Circle or even traversing the North Pacific far 
south of this established ocean pathway, would be at all 
times in touch by telegraph with agents and owners, and 
there could be no possibility under ordinary 
circumstances for any vessel equipped with wireless to 
pass from mortal ken, her fate a mystery of the 
unfathomable sea. 
 
   It was this aspect of the project which induced the 
committee of Lloyds to obtain a special report upon the 
allied proposals, and give them unqualified 
commendation, as the establishment of the suggested 
service would infinitely reduce the risks of maritime 
insurance. 
 
   Since that time a member of the local syndicate has 
discussed all issues involved not only with officials of 
Lloyds in London, but also with prominent experts and 
officials of the Japanese Department of communications, 
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who have been most emphatic in expressing their 
willingness to co-operate is making the projected service 
an accomplished fact.  Negotiations in this direction, it is 
learned, are proceeding steadily and it is greatly to be 
hoped for the fullest security of life and property at sea 
that every facility will be presented by the interested 
governments to assure their success. 
 

 
Victoria Colonist July 18, 1908 
 

STATIONS UNDER UNITED WIRELESS 
 

Stated That Dominion Government May Transfer 
Stations to Them 

 
   A report which appears to be based on a reliable 
foundation, has reached here to the effect that the 
Dominion government is negotiating to hand over all its 
wireless stations on the Pacific coast to the control of 
the United Wireless Company.  This means that the 
United wireless Company will  have complete charge of 
the stations, will have a practical monopoly in British 
Columbia. 
 
   The effect of such a proceeding, it carried out, can 
hardly be gauged.  The stations were erected primarily 
as an aid to navigation.  Their erection was one of the 
planks in the Hon. William Templeman’s election 
campaign when he was contesting the Victoria seat in 
the recent Federal election.  With their passage into the 
hands of the United wireless Company they will in all 
probability be used for commercial purposes. 
 
   Some time ago the United Wireless Company 
attempted to have legislation introduced into the United 
States congress looking to the acquisition of all the 
government owned wireless stations in America.  The bill 
was defeated, being strongly opposed by Senator 
Huntingdon of Washington, and many other prominent 
figures in the United States.  As far as in known every 
country which is utilizing wireless, owns and controls its 
own government stations. 
 
   Within the last few months the De Forrest Wireless 
company approached the Dominion government and 
negotiated for the acquisition of the Dominion stations 
on the Pacific coast.  The government at that time 
refused any offers made.  The present negotiations 
however bear a different aspect.  It is understood in the 
first place that the United Wireless company will take 
over the stations and operate them free of charge to the 
government.  It is understood that Hon. William 
Templeman is satisfied that the arrangement would be a 
good one. 

 
   The object of the Dominion government in installing 
the Shoemaker system of wireless on this coast was an 
effort to break away from the Marconi monopoly on the 
Canadian Atlantic coast.  At the time of their erection the 
government was highly praised for its high spirited 
action in antagonizing a company as powerful as the 
pioneers of wireless telegraphy.  If the present 
negotiations prove successful, the United Wireless 
Company will have a monopoly on the Canadian Pacific 
coast, just as they have on the Pacific seaboard of the 
United States, with the exception of government owned 
stations. 
 
   The only United Wireless stations at present in British 
Columbia are situated at the exhibition grounds here 
and at North Vancouver. 
 
   The present negotiations cannot be concluded until 
the return of Hon. L. Brodeur, minister of marine and 
fisheries, from England. 
 
________________________ 
 
Victoria Colonist July 21, 1908 
 

UNITED WIRELESS MAKES OFFER 
 

Negotiating for Acquisition of Dominion Stations in B.C. 
 
   The news published in the Colonist that negotiations 
are in progress between the Dominion government and 
the United Wireless company looking to the acquisition 
by the latter of the stations owned and controlled by the 
former has aroused considerable interest in local 
shipping circles. 
 
   The cost of the five government stations at present 
being operated on the British Columbia coast was 
$60,000, the yearly expensed in connection with their 
operation being some $8,000.  Since their institution a 
large amount of commercial work has offered but owing 
to the fact that they were erected for life saving 
purposed and with the object of reporting vessel 
equipped with the apparatus when off the coast, and 
thus facilitating shipping interests, this work has had to 
be refused.  Up to the present, the Government has 
been chary about granting licenses for the erection of 
stations in British Columbia and the United wireless 
company have realized that their only chance of 
expanding their business in this province is through the 
acquisition of the government stations and their 
conversion to commercial ends. 
 
   The state at which the negotiations have arrived at 
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present in understood to be that the commercial 
company have made and offer to the government.  This 
offer is now under consideration.  Should it be accepted, 
the ratification of Parliament will be necessary. 
 

 
 
Victoria Colonist July 28, 1908 
 

WIRELESS TELEGRAPH OPERATOR FOR QUADRA 
 

Harry Davie Will Get Post—A Japanese Operator Who 
Was Sure of His Position 

 
   The wireless telegraph apparatus is being installed on 
the Canadian government steamer Quadra, and 
yesterday the aerials showed in place at the top of the 
steamer’s masts.  In a short time the apparatus will be 
complete, and whenever the steamer gets off on long 
cruises again it will be possible for the local agent to 
send messages notifying the Quadra to hurry home.  
Harry Davie, a well-known local telegrapher, who has 
been employed for many years with the C. P. R. and at 
the cable station at Banfield, has been appointed 
wireless telegraph operator on board the steamer. 
 
   Since the operation of the wireless telegraph stations 
on Vancouver Island commenced many amusing 
incidents have occurred, and since the Japanese 
steamers of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha began to send 
messages as they neared port, these have gradually 
accumulated.  When the last Japanese steamer was 
nearing Estevan the operator sent a message from 
seaward stating that the Iyo Maru was passing in. 
 
   “What is your position?” asked the operator at 
Estevan. 
   “I am a wireless operator for Japanese steamer Iyo 
Maru,” answered the Hashimura Toga of the wireless 
room. 
   “In the wireless room of the steamer,” replied the 
Japanese, and then the conversation languished. 
 
   On Sunday when the steamer City of Puebla, of the 
P.C.S.S. Co. was leaving the outer wharf for San 
Francisco, the use of wireless telegraphic apparatus 
saved four ladies from being left at this port.  The ladies 
had landed, and with others of the 223 passengers of 
the steamer started to make excursions about the city.  
They arrived at the outer wharf to see the steamer well 
off the outer wharf, and W. Allen, the local agent, 
homeward bound.  The ladies were in the almost 
hysterical state and called upon Mr. Allen to bring the 
steamer back.  But she was long past hailing distance, 
unless by wireless.  A telephone message was sent to Mr. 

E. J. Haughton, superintendent of the wireless stations of 
the province, at Gonzales hill, and he communicated the 
news to Capt. Shea that four passengers were left on the 
dock.  Then the steamer was put about and returned to 
pick them up. 
 

 
Victoria Colonist August 1, 1908 
 
   The Dominion government wireless telegraph station 
at Gonzales hill, where Supt. E.J. Haughton is in charge, 
has received the thanks of the owners of the steamer 
Victoria, the former Oriental liner now on the Alaskan 
route and recently equipped with wireless telegraphic 
apparatus, for having picked up a message and 
transmitted it to Seattle.  The Victoria reported when a 
distance of 703 miles from Cape Flattery. 
 

 
 
Victoria Colonist August 2, 1908 
 

IMPERIAL WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY SYSTEM 
 
   At the present day all parts of the British Empire are 
linked together more or less closely by means of a 
network of submarine cables.  The rates charged for 
messages sent over this network are, however, 
extremely high, and owing to these high rates, although 
they are less than those formerly in force, the general 
public in every country has become accustomed to look 
upon the used of the cable as a costly luxury beyond the 
reach of ordinary men.  This is proved by the fact that 
the percentage of messages sent by cable, other than 
business and press messages, is extremely small.  If the 
cable companies halved their rates, charging 6d. instead 
of 1s. a word (the present charge between England and 
Canada), the result would be an increase in the number 
and length of business and press messages, but the price 
would still be too high to render the cable of much 
service to the less wealthy, and the cable companies 
would have more than to double the amount of traffic 
they handle in order to earn the same dividends as at 
present.  Cable companies have to earn enormous sums 
of money in order to meet the great annual expenses 
due to the repairs and maintenance of their cables 
before they can begin to make a profit, and their initial 
capitalization has to be very large, owing to the great 
first cost of the cable, averaging, as it does, from £200 to 
£400 per mile. 
 

The Progress Of “Wireless” 
 
   Mr. Marconi has, however, provided a system of 
telegraphy which renders the attainment of cheap 
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telegraph facilities no longer a pious hope practically 
impossible of realization, but one that can be realized 
immediately.  A beginning has already been made.  The 
Trans-Atlantic wireless service was inaugurated in 
October, 1907, between Ireland and Canada, the charges 
being reduced from 1s per word for business and private 
messages and 3d per word for press messages to 5d and 
2d respectively, these -------charges not including the 
land line charges on both sides of the Atlantic.  The land 
line companies in Canada and America, owing to their 
intimate connection with the cable companies, do not 
allow the Marconi Company the same benefits and 
rebates as are allowed to the cable companies, 
otherwise the rates would be still further reduced.  The 
Marconi Company has as yet opened the wireless service 
only between Montreal and London, on the principle 
that is is wise, at the start, not “to bite off more than you 
can chew”; but great strides are being made, and it 
expected that the service will soon be extended to other 
cities, and eventually the whole country. 
 
   The first wireless messages across the Atlantic were 
sent from the Canadian station at Table Head, in Cape 
Breton, in 1902.  This station was afterwards removed to 
its present site, five miles inland, and there greatly 
enlarged.  Ever since 1902 Mr. Marconi has been 
conducting experiments and making new discoveries 
and improvements until, at the present day, wireless 
telegraphy across the Atlantic, over a distance of 2,000 
miles, is an assured success.  Owing largely to ignorant 
mis-representations, the general public has the 
impression that wireless telegraphy has many faults and 
defects that the cables do not possess.  When wireless 
telegraphy was first invented it certainly had some 
limitations, first as to the distance over which it was 
possible to communicate; secondly, as to secrecy; thirdly, 
as to truthworthiness (trustworthiness?); but these 
difficulties, real or imaginary, have been done away with 
as the system has been developed and extended.  In the 
early days of the invention it was considered a great feat 
when wireless telegrams were transmitted across the 
English Channel.  Mr. Marconi made such rapid 
improvements in his system, however, that in 1900 he 
thought he had sufficient data to enable him to design a 
new station of sufficient power to bridge the distance 
separating the Old and New Worlds.  The Poldhu Station 
was completed in 1901, and Mr. Marconi received the 
first signals across the Atlantic from this station in 
Newfoundland towards the end of that year.  A station 
was therefore constructed in Canada, on the invitation 
of the Canadian Government, and by the end of 1902 it 
was found possible to transmit from this station and 
receive the messages so transmitted at Poldhu, in 
Cornwall.  The station at Poldhu, not being so large as 
the Canadian station, was unable to send signals of 

sufficient strength to be read in Canada and it was 
therefore enlarged. 
 

 Early Difficulties 
 
   Many curious phenomena previously unknown were 
discovered during the early experiments in transmission 
of signals across the Atlantic.  It was found that 
messages could be read by night, while no signals could 
be read at the receiving station by day.  It was found also 
that the strength of signals varied greatly from minute to 
minute, and until these difficulties had been overcome, 
it was useless to attempt to open the service for the 
transmission of paid messages, although early in 1903 a 
short Press message was went to the Times until a 
breakdown in the plant occurred, which perforce put a 
stop to this also.  From 1903 to 1907 Mr. Marconi 
devoted practically his entire attention to investigating 
the causes of the variation in the strength of signals and 
devising means for overcoming the trouble.  His 
investigations led him to the conclusion that the existing 
stations were not suitable for the work required of them, 
the there the Canadian station was removed and greatly 
enlarged and a new station built in Ireland.  Experiments 
were then continued and many subsidiary improvements 
made in the plant where by safety and trustworthiness 
were assured until, after exhaustive tests extending over 
a long period, it was found that the system was 
thoroughly trustworthy, and it was decided to open the 
stations for Press traffic, which was started on October 
17, 1907.  On February 3, 1908, the service was 
extended to private and business telegrams between 
Montreal and London.  The number of words 
transmitted during the past year is in the neighbourhood 
to 300,000.  The majority of this very respectable figure 
consisted of code words, a fact which refutes those who 
say that wireless can handle only plain English.  Wireless 
telegraphy, although still a child, has a remarkably 
healthy digestion, and can digest everything that the 
cables can digest; although at present the number of 
words handled per day is small, it would not be rash to 
prophesy that during the next twelve moths the number 
of words transmitted will be at least five millions. 
 

Trustworthiness and Speed 
 
   It is a remarkable fact that, although 300,000 words 
have been transmitted by wireless, only two mistakes 
have been reported which can be attributed to the 
wireless system; other mistakes have occurred, but these 
in every case, except on these two occasions, have been 
traced either to the British Post Office land lines, or to 
the land lines in Canada or America.  This fact should be 
an effective reply to the statements that the system is 
not to be trusted.  People say that wireless telegraphy 



44News items were transcribed from the Victoria Daily Colonist Newspaper, British Columbia, Canada 

can be tapped.  This certainly could be done, but only at 
considerable expense, and as it is easy to send messages 
in code--in fact by far the larger part of telegraph 
business is in code--it remains to be seen what benefit it 
would be to anyone to tap the messages.  People do not 
realize that it is extremely easy for anyone familiar with 
the Morse code to read the messages inside and often 
outside any ordinary telegraph office in the country, and, 
this being so, no one would go to the expense of 
erecting receiving stations for the purpose of reading the 
messages sent by wireless when they could read the 
same messages at any office on the land line connecting 
the wireless stations with London or Montreal. 
 
   Since the opening of the wireless service across the 
Atlantic, Mr. Marconi and those associated with him 
have been conducting experiments with a view to 
increasing the speed of transmission.  At the present 
time the average speed of sending is 24 words per 
minute.  Theoretically there is no limit, as there is in the 
case of cables, to the speed at which messages can be 
sent and it is expected that the speed will shortly be 
increased to 60 words per minute.  Moreover, Mr. 
Marconi has lately devised a method of duplex wireless 
telegraphy which, when installed on this service, will 
again nearly double the speed of working, and which will 
eventually mean a further reduction in the rates 
charged.  The Marconi Company has to compete against 
16 cables across the Atlantic whose service is, without a 
doubt, the best cable service in the world, and whose 
cable rates are the lowest for the length of cable laid.  If, 
therefore, wireless telegraphy can effect a reduction in 
rates between Canada and England in the face of such 
efficient cable competition, where the cable service is 
now so efficient the value of wireless telegraphy will 
obviously be infinitely greater. 
 

A Network of Wireless Stations 
 
   It has been shown that wireless telegraphy can be 
worked with success over distances up to 2,000 miles; 
and although Mr. Marconi and those who have assisted 
him in his experimental work are of the opinion that 
with slight extra initial expense considerably greater 
distance could be bridged successfully, I will confine 
myself to describing a network of world wide wireless 
connecting all British possessions by means of power 
stations, none of which will be required to transmit or 
receive over as great a distance as separates the existing 
successful trans-Atlantic wireless stations, and will 
define a scheme whereby all British possessions could 
intercommunicate and communicate with the centre of 
the Empire, at a cost of 1d to 8d a word, in the case of 
the most distant British possessions, and at the same 
time show that even this extremely low rate could be 

still further reduced to a uniform penny a word 
throughout the Empire. 
 
   The route from England to Australia would be as 
follows: England to Malta (1), Malta to Cairo or 
Alexandria (2), (as far as distances are concerned the 
Malta station could be omitted), Cairo to Aden (3), Aden 
to Bombay (4), Bombay to Colombo (5), Colombo to 
Singapore (6), Singapore to Perth (7), Perth to Adelaide 
(8), Adelaide to Sydney (9), Sidney to Wellington, New 
Zealand (10). 
 
   The route to China would be from Singapore to Hong 
Kong (11). 
 
   To Africa there would be two routes, one on the east 
and an alternative route on the west coast.  On the east 
coast the route would be from Aden to Mombasa (12), 
Mombasa to Durban (13), Durban to Cape Town (14).  
On the west coast, England to Bathurst (15), Bathurst to 
Sierra Leone (16), Sierra Leone to St. Helena (17), St. 
Helena to Cape Town (18). 
 
   An alternative route to India and Australia connecting 
these two great countries with Africa could also be laid 
by the erection of stations at Mauritius (19) and Nelson 
Island (20).  The connection with the Western 
Hemisphere has already been affected by means of the 
existing station at Glace Bay.  Another station should be 
erected at Montreal (21) to communicate direct to the 
West Indies (22), which islands should all be connected 
together by means of short distance stations of small 
power.  Yet another station should be put up in British 
Guiana (23), where the existing cable charges are 7s per 
word, and another station in Canada at Vancouver (24).  
Mr. Marconi expects to be able to communicate direct 
from the present Glace Bay Station to Vancouver, in 
which case it would be possible to have another link to 
the east by a larger power station at Vancouver 
communicating direct to Hong Kong.  But this latter 
distance is beyond the range to which we are at present 
confining ourselves, although it will undoubtedly be 
possible to bridge this distance in the near future.  Other 
stations of moderate power could be erected at places 
such as the Gold Coast, weaving the smaller portions of 
the Empire into the network. 
 

The Cost 
 
   Those in the position to judge state that a station of a 
range of 2,000 miles can be erected and equipped for 
£55,000, and operator for a sum of £10,000 per annum, 
any earnings over which would be gross profit.  If the 
Imperial Government and the Governments of the great 
self governing colonies and dominions were to convince 
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themselves of the practicability of such cheap telegraph 
rates, they would surely be willing to obtain the great 
benefits that would accrue from a penny-a-word service, 
and enter into a contract for the erection of such 
stations for a fixed sum of, say, £55,000, or agree to pay 
the actual cost of construction, plus a fair percentage 
profit to the contracting company, and allow the 
company either £10,000 per annum per station and the 
tolls collected at a penny a word, or, say, £20,000 per 
annum, the Government retaining the tolls.  Another 
arrangement might be made whereby the Governments 
paid the contracting company £10,000 per annum, and 
the Governments worked and operated the stations 
themselves.  Such arrangements would have to be gone 
into very carefully, but they present no difficulties that 
cannot easily be surmounted, while the cost to each 
colony and the Imperial government is obviously 
extremely small compared with the inestimable 
advantages that would be obtained.  To equip and erect 
all the stations described, 24 in number, would entail an 
outlay of £1,320,000, surely a very small sum to provide 
an Imperial penny telegraph rate; the annual outlay 
would cost the British and Colonial Governments 
collectively £250,000 a year, if the contracting company 
were to receive the tolls as their profits, or, say, 
£500,000 per annum if the Government retained the 
tolls, or £250,000 per annum if the Government worked 
and operated the stations themselves.  In any case 
except the first, the governments would have to deduct 
the tolls collected from the annual payments to the 
contracting company to arrive at the cost of a penny-a-
word service to themselves, and as it is not 
unreasonable to include the average number of words 
handled at the reduced rate would soon average 15,000 
words per day per station--surely a moderate figure--this 
would give an income of £22,500 per station, or 
£540,000 for the system, and the system would thus 
show a handsome profit.  To equip the most important 
stations, 15 in number, neglecting small dependencies 
and alternative routes, would entail an initial outlay of 
£825,000 and an annual outlay of £150,000.  [London 
Times] 
 

 
Victoria Colonist September 13, 1908 
 

SUCCESSFUL TEST OF WIRELESS INSTALLATION 
 

Instrument at Driard Hotel Will Soon Be Open to the 
Public 

 
   Successful tests were yesterday made of the wireless 
telegraphy installation at the Driard Hotel.   The 
grounding of the wire has been found not to be entirely 
satisfactory as it interfered with the lights of the hotel.  

This will be changed tomorrow, but in other respects the 
installation is complete and satisfactory. 
 
   The difficulty referred to precluded any attempt to 
send out messages over the new system yesterday, but a 
number of receiving tests were successfully made.  
Dispatches from the stations at Friday Harbor, Vancouver 
and other places were clearly registered by the coherer, 
and to show the ease and clearness with which 
messages could be received by the new instrument, a 
long political message from Port Townsend to Seattle 
was intercepted and taken down by L.C. Dent, who is in 
charge of the installation.  For obvious reasons the 
dispatch is not reproduced, but it was a striking proof of 
its efficiency. 
 
   The instrument at the Driard station is of the De Forest 
pattern, which has a number of differences from the 
Marconi installation.  To the layman, however, they seem 
much alike and both appear to give good satisfaction.  
The operator for the Driard instrument will arrive on the 
15th, and for the present the office will be open for 12 
hours a day.  Later on a twenty-four hours’ service will be 
given. 
 
   One of the advantages claimed for the wireless system 
is greater secrecy and safety for the messages.  While it 
is true that, if properly tuned, other stations can 
intercept the message, it must be remembered that in 
ordinary telegraphy a message records itself on every 
instrument it passes on its way to its destination.  The 
operator, however, soon loses interest in the messages 
which he is not obliged to take himself, and pays no 
attention to them.  It is, however, a simple matter to tap 
a wire and so steal an important message.  In fact, a 
message can be taken by induction without actually 
tapping the wire at all.  In the case of wireless 
telegraphy, however, costly and conspicuous plant is 
necessary before a message can be intercepted.  It is no 
longer a question of a clever operator with an 
instrument which he can conceal in his pocket.  Were 
poolrooms equipped with a wireless installation, the 
familiar bunco device of tapping the wires would soon 
become a forgotten art. 
 

 
 
 
Victoria Colonist October 1, 1908 
 

SPOKE WITH MANY STEAMERS EQUIPPED WITH 
WIRELESS 

 
Nine Vessels Exchanged Signals With Dominion Station 

at Gonzales Hill Yesterday 
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   The growing number of steamers equipped with 
wireless telegraphic apparatus operating in nearby 
waters is indicated by the fact that yesterday the 
Dominion government’s station at Gonzales hill, where 
E. J. Haughton, superintendent of the provincial stations, 
is in charge, spoke with nine steamers, and received 
messages from two others which spoke with Estevan.  
The steamers Iyo Maru, Quadra, Iroquois, Chippewa, 
Salvor, Governor, Humboldt and U.S. warships 
Milwaukee and Yorktown, the latter returning from a 
cruise in Bering Sea were all in communication with the 
local station, and the steamers Victoria and Porter 
reported to Estevan. 
 
________________________ 
 
Victoria Colonist October 2, 1908 
 

MUCH WRECKAGE ON LONE TRIANGLE ISLAND 
 

Chief Engineer of Marine Department Examines Seldom 
Visited Isle to Locate Site for Wireless 

 
   Wreckage litters the rocks on which herds of sea lions 
flounder at Triangle island, outermost of the Scott group, 
lying twenty-five miles from the northwest point of 
Vancouver island, according to news brought by the 
government steamer Quadra.  The latter arrived in port 
yesterday morning, after taking Col. Anderson, chief 
engineer of the marine and fisheries department, and E. 
Hughes, wireless telegraphic expert, to that seldom 
visited isle, and to Prince Rupert, Digby Island, Scott 
Island and Cape Cook, where it is proposed to establish 
wireless telegraph stations.  No investigation was made 
to the wreckage, the accumulation of many seasons.  
Col. Anderson and Mr. Hughes were landed to look over 
the site, with a view to its utility as a wireless station.  
The little uninhabited isle, against whose rocks the Japan 
current bears the flotsam from as far south as San 
Francisco, juts furthest into the Pacific, and is considered 
a likely place to intercept signals from Oriental liners.  It 
is 680 feet high, about a mile in extent, very precipitous, 
and bare of trees, differing much from the other islands 
of the group.  Cox island, 1,047 feet high, easternmost 
and largest of the group of five larger islands, was also 
visited.  This island, which is rugged, is two and half 
miles long.  A report will be made to the government by 
Col. Anderson regarding the feasibility and practicability 
of establishing wireless telegraphic stations at these 
points, and at Prince Rupert and Digby islands, and 
probably also at Cape Cook, near Kyuquot.  It had been 
intended to make an examination on the Queen 
Charlotte Islands, but the weather was considered too 
rough to go there.  Rough weather was encountered 

when the steamer was at Prince Rupert and after 
starting south.  Col. Anderson also paid a visit to the trail 
being built from Banfield to Klanawah Point. 
 
________________________ 
 
Victoria Colonist October 13, 1908 
 

LONG DISTANCE WIRELESS MESSAGES ARE HEARD 
 

Estevan Station Picked Up Message Sent From Honolulu 
to San Francisco 

 
   Yesterday morning the Estevan wireless telegraph 
station on the west coast of Vancouver island picked a 
message being sent from Honolulu to the Farralone 
island station and San Francisco by the Massie operators.  
A few days ago word was received from Honolulu that 
the station there had heard a message from Tatoosh 
sent to the United States army transport Thomas, which 
sailed from San Francisco to Manila on October 5.  A 
dispatch received yesterday from San Francisco stated 
that a new record in wireless telegraphy is claimed by 
the United Wireless Telegraph company, which, from its 
station on Russian Hill, at the Golden Gate city, 
established communication with the Kuhuku station on 
the island of Oahu, one of the Hawaiian group.  The 
station at Kuhuku was caught at 1.30 o’clock Sunday 
morning and messages were exchanged until 4 a.m.  It is 
claimed that communication between these hours was 
uninterrupted. 
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Victoria Colonist January 24, 1909 
 

 
 
 
   The rescue of passengers and crew of the White Star 
liner Republic yesterday in Nantucket Sound when the 
big four-master liner of 15,378 tons, largest of the 
steamers in the Boston trade, was bound out of New 
York for Naples, Genoa and Palermo with a large 
complement of passengers, 225 in the saloon, illustrated 
in the most vivid way the great value of efficient wireless 
telegraphic apparatus on board ocean liners and pointed 
again the necessity of the equipment of all steamers 
carrying passengers with wireless apparatus.  The 
Republic might have become another Narconic—her fate 
might have been another Atlantic mystery like that of 
the lost Allan liner Huronian, the President, City of 
Glasgow, Pacific and other liners which were lost without 
any intelligence ever being gleaned of their fate—if the 
collision with the Italian steamer Florida had occurred in 
the days before the use of wireless telegraphic apparatus 
came into vogue.  With this means of communication 
available the captain of the Republic could send 
broadcast the news of his distress, transmitting to all 
steamers with can a cry for aid lest the hundreds on 
board perish.  In many a wireless room, on many a 
steamer, across hundreds of miles of sea, as well as in 
the land stations, the cry for aid was heard and passed 
on.  The officials at New York learned of the predicament 
of their stricken liner, slowly sinking, and the Baltic was 
hurried out to the position given, not to search, circling 
with great loss of time as would have been necessary in 
the old days when after much time a steamer had come 
in with the report of her distress, assistance would be 
sent.  Several hours later the Baltic, also by wireless, 
reported that she had found the sinking Republic and 
the Florida, to which the passengers and crew had been 
transferred and was standing by the sinking vessel. 

 
   The Republic is not only a large, but also a fast steamer, 
holding the record for the trip across the Atlantic from 
Boston to Liverpool.  She has been used with the Cymric 
in the White Star’s line out of Boston to Europe.  When 
she collided with the Florida she was carrying passengers 
to the Mediterranean, and had a large number of Italian 
and Sicilian steerage on board, who had taken advantage 
of an especially low rate of $30 given to Naples, Genoa 
and Palermo to visit the district recently stricken by the 
earthquake to investigate the fate of relatives and 
friends. 
 
   The dining room is a spacious, well furnished 
apartment with accommodation for no fewer than 200 
passengers.  The wainscoting is in polished hard wood, 
effectively light in color.  The upholstery is of rich 
texture, and the handsome dome of the saloon is always 
greatly admired.  The wood carvings also add much to 
the general artistic effect.  All the chief rooms in this 
steamer are capacious.  The library, smoke room and 
lounge, are excellent saloons.  The lounge is situated on 
the promenade deck and there is a fine outlook. 
 

 

 
Victoria Colonist March 05, 1909 
 

LONG DISTANCE WORK BY WIRELESS STATIONS 
 

Cape Lazo Communicates With Steamer in Millbank 
Sound—Seattle Hears Ketchikan 

 
   Cape Lazo station, one of the chain of government 
radio-telegraph stations on the Vancouver Island coast 
under the superintendence of Superintendent E. J. 
Haughton, of Gonzales Hill, has been achieving long 
distance records.  Yesterday the operation exchanged 
messages with a steamer in Mill Bank sound, far north of 
Vancouver Island, about 304 miles from the station, with 
mountains and islands intervening. 
 
   The United Wireless reported yesterday that direct 
communications was maintained from Seattle to 
Ketchikan where the new high-powered station has been 
established to transfer messages from Catalla and the 
south eastern Alaskan coast.  All the Sound stations 
heard the signals from Ketchikan distinctly. 
 

 

 
 
Victoria Colonist March 6, 1909 
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NEW REGULATIONS GOVERNING SHIPPING 
 

Text of Recent Canadian Laws Regarding Use of 
Wireless and Steamboat Inspection 

 
   The new act respecting the use of wireless telegraphy 
on board ships passed recently at Ottawa is as follows: 
 
   “Every sea going and coasting passenger ship over four 
hundred tons gross tonnage registered in Canada shall 
be equipped with an apparatus for wireless telegraphy. 
 
   “Every owner of any such ship who neglects to equip it 
with the said apparatus shall be guilty of an offence, 
punishable on summary conviction or on indictment, and 
be liable to a penalty of not less than one hundred 
dollars and not exceeding one thousand dollars, or to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding twelve months, 
or to both fine and imprisonment.” 
 
   The act to provide for government inspection of barges 
and other vessels navigating the coastwise waters and 
inland lakes of Canada reads: 
 
   “The owner of any vessel of fifty gross tons or over…. 
 
….and things mentioned in section 578 of The Canada 
Shipping Act.” 
 
   New laws providing regulations for the safety of lives at 
sea are expected to be passed shortly by the United 
States government. 
 
   Under the new law there must be a life preserver on 
board for every passenger and member of the crew of 
vessels carrying passengers for hire.  Wireless telegraph 
must be in operation on all vessels carrying over fifty 
passengers for hire in lake or ocean travel, whether 
steam or sail. 
 

 

 
 
Victoria Colonist March 16, 1909 
 

WIRELESS EXPERT WILL SAIL ON EMPRESS 
 

Goes to Hong Kong Where Other Liners Will Be 
Equipped—Powerful Apparatus For Minnesota 

 
   It is probable that Mr. Watts, the Marconi expert sent 
to this coast to equip the Empress liners with wireless 
telegraph apparatus, will make a trip to Hongkong on the 
Empress of China to standardize the wave lengths of the 
equipment of the white liner, and the equipment for the 

other steamers, the Empress of India and Empress of 
Japan will be sent to Hongkong to be installed there.  
The work of installing the apparatus on the Empress of 
China has been commenced and before she leaves 
Victoria it is expected the operator on board will be in 
communication with the local stations. 
 
   The steamer Minnesota is being equipped with 
apparatus at Seattle by the United Wireless company, 
and it is claimed for the Hill liner that before the steamer 
sails next Saturday it will have the most powerful placed 
on a steamer.  The instruments will be three and a half 
kilowatts capacity.  No sending apparatus on any ship 
has a great capacity as this, it is stated. 
 
   Coupled with this power and the great stretch of 
antenna wire that will be used, wireless engineers say 
the Minnesota will break all long distance steamship 
records.  The great length of the liner makes it possible 
to erect an unusually long stretch of wire between the 
masts.  The capacity for receiving aerograms depends 
largely on the amount of antenna wire used. 
 
   As the Minnesota has plenty of electricity aboard there 
will be no difficulty in getting all the power necessary to 
operate the wireless telegraph instruments.  For these 
reasons, the experts say the vessel will be able to 
communicate direct from the coast of the United States 
all the way across the Pacific and possibly send trans-
oceanic messages while in the Oriental ports at night. 
 

 

 
Victoria Colonist March 16, 1909 
 

BUYS NEWINGTON FOR BUOY WORK 
 

Steam Trawler Purchased By Marine and Fisheries 
Department 

 
JOLLIFFE IS CHARTERED 

 
Fixed For Six Months For Fishing Protection Service on 

Halibut Grounds 
 
   The steamer Newington has been purchased at a cost 
of $42,000 by the Marine and Fisheries department, for 
use as a lighthouse tender, in addition to the steamer 
Quadra in British Columbia waters, the tug William 
Jolliffe, the well-known salvage vessel of the B. C. 
Salvage company, has been chartered for six months by 
the department for use in the fishery protection work to 
assist the cruiser Kestrel, long since found insufficient to 
patrol the fishing grounds. 
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   The Newington, which will arrive here to be turned 
over to the local agent of marine and fisheries, Capt. 
Gaudin, at the end of this week, is now at New 
Westminster.  The vessel was owned by R. J. Fader of the 
Fraser river city, and was used during the past winter as 
an icebreaker when the channel of the Fraser froze up 
during the cold snap. 
 
   The new lighthouse tender added to the Quadra in the 
British Columbia service of the marine and fisheries 
department, was a former North Sea fishing trawler of 
the type of the fleet fired upon by the Russian Baltic 
squadron when en route to the Far East through the 
North Sea.  She is a single deck, iron screw steamer, 125 
feet long, 21.5 feet beam and 12 feet deep, with triple 
expansion engines with three cylinders 12 1/2, 21 ½ and 
36 inches in diameter with a 24 inch stroke, and has a 
single ended boiler with capacity of 200 pounds of 
steam, registering 63 horse power.  The steamer is ten 
years old, and has been used in British Columbia waters 
for several years as a fishing vessel, having been brought 
from Hull by a British Columbia syndicate. 
 
   For the past two years the Quadra has done a small 
amount of the lighthouse work compared with the 
chartered fleet.  The tug William Jolliffe and steamers 
Leebro and J. L. Card have been used by the marine and 
fisheries department, the two former at cost of about 
$1000 a week each.  The necessity of another lighthouse 
tender has been long recognized, and about a year ago 
plans were forwarded by the minister of marine to the 
local agent of two steamers used on the Great Lakes for 
lighthouse and buoy work with enquiries as to the 
suitability of similar vessels for the British Columbia 
service.  One was a large steamer about 260 feet long, 
while the other was vessel of about the size of the 
Quadra.  Since the sending of these plans nothing was 
done, and it was necessary to charter local vessels to do 
the work. 
 
   The William Jolliffe, which is to be engaged with the 
Kestrel in the fishery protection service, is being over 
hauled at Esquimalt in readiness for the work.  The tug is 
considered one of the most suitable vessels that could 
be secured locally for the work, pending the 
construction of the long promised fast fishery protection 
cruiser for which tenders have been called upon various 
occasions, but, as far as can be learned here, no contract 
to build the vessel has yet been given. 
 
   The tug is comparatively fast and with the Kestrel will 
be able to keep the poaching halibut fishers from using 
the northern British Columbia harbors for the purpose of 
cleaning their fish, and when this is done, poaching on 
the Hecate Strait halibut grounds will be unprofitable to 

the American vessels.  The Kestrel is too slow and is 
alone insufficient to cope with the inroads of the 
poaching fleet, whose masters, advised of her 
movements, manage to get many illicit catches on the 
northern British Columba fishing grounds which, with 
the William Jolliffe assisting in the work, they will be 
unable to do. 
 

 
Victoria Colonist Thursday, March 17, 1908 
 
 

ORDERS BY WIRELESS TO A SAILING SHIP 
 

Message Flashed to Tug Tyee For Outbound Marion 
Inglis Results in Great Saving. 

 
   Advice from Port Townsend state that the first practical 
demonstrations of the great advantage furnished by the 
wireless service recently adopted by the Puget sound 
Tug Boat company on all its fleet operating to the ocean 
off Cape Flattery, was given yesterday.  By transmitting a 
message to the tug Tyee, well down the strait, the British 
ship Marion Inglis, Capt. Albert Pyne, bound for 
Chimboto, Peru, was saved several weeks time and a 
large amount of money. With a cargo of railroad ties 
from Everett, the ship left Port Townsend in tow of the 
Tyee at an early hour Monday morning.  Under the 
existing arrangements the vessel departed with 
instructions to call at Callao for customs entry.  Callao is 
a considerable distance south of the port of discharge, 
but because of Peruvian regulations and the absence of 
a proper official at Chimboto it was necessary to put in 
at Callao.  Sailing conditions along the Peruvian coast are 
none too favourable.  Consequently the vessel would 
lose several weeks by stopping at Callao and then 
beating up the coast to her destination.  At an average 
cost of $100 a day the additional (next line illegible) 
considerable sum.  A cable received from Liverpool came 
from the owners stating that a special dispensation 
granted by the Peruvian government gave permission for 
the vessel to proceed direct to Chimboto.  The message 
came several hours after the ship had departed.  The 
wireless was brought into requisition, the Tyee was soon 
picked up and Capt. Ben Lovejoy notified Capt. Payne of 
the change by which his vessel will save both time and 
money. 
 
   The Marconi Wireless company, whose expert is 
equipping the C.P.R. liners, Empress of China, Empress of 
India and Empress of Japan, has received a large influx of 
orders within the past two weeks, in fact ever since the 
great demonstration given of the utility of wireless in the 
Republic-Florida collision, owners have been placing 
orders for the installation of their steamers.  In extension 
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of the order recently placed by the Brazilian government 
with Marconi’s Wireless Telegraph Company Ltd. for the 
equipment of two Dreadnoughts, two scouts, and ten 
destroyers now in course of construction in British yards, 
the Marconi company have received an order from the 
hydrographic department of the Brazilian government to 
equip four land stations in the neighbourhood of Rio de 
Janeiro.  The company have also received orders from 
the White Star company to install three more of their 
ships.  This is in addition to the eleven Marconi 
installations already carried.  The Norddeutscher-Lloyd 
now have altogether seventeen Marconi installations in 
operation on their Atlantic fleet. 
 

 
Colonist April 1, 1909 
 

New Wireless Record 
 
Halifax, March 30.  Within the last few days a new record 
has been made by the Marconi wireless telegraph 
station.  It is stated that the Port Morlen, C.B. station has 
on several occasions been in communication with the 
French government station in the Eiffel tower, Paris, 
France.  The distance is considerably over 3,000 miles.  
Previous to this the best record was between Port 
Morien and Clifden, Ireland, a distance of 2,000 miles. 
 

 

 
Victoria Colonist April 15, 1909 
 

QUADRA TAKES OFFICIALS ON INSPECTION TOUR 
 

Engineers and Agent Leave On Visit To Northern 
Lighthouses and Aids to Navigation 

 
   With officials of the marine department on board 
bound on an inspection tour of the lighthouses and aids 
to navigation in northern waters the government 
steamer Quadra left port yesterday morning.  B.H. 
Fraser, assistant engineer of the department of marine 
and fisheries, Capt. James Gaudin, local agent of marine, 
and Mr. Keppel, resident engineer of the department, 
were passengers on the Quadra.  The Quadra will visit all 
the lighthouses and aids in northern and west coast 
waters, and will probably visit suggested sites for 
wireless telegraph stations.  In the vicinity of Prince 
Rupert the majority of the acetylene gas beacons are 
unlit, and much complaint has been made of late by 
mariners. 
 
   After Prince Rupert and the northern lighthouses have 
been visited the Quadra will proceed to the west coast, 
and a call will be made at Estevan, where a large 

concrete tower is being erected. 
 
   Notice to mariners were issued yesterday by the 
department of marine and fisheries stating that….(and 
the item goes on about new beacons being established 
up and down the coast.) 
 

 
Victoria Colonist May 11, 1909 
 

KUMERIC FROM THE FAR EAST 
 

Bank Liner Has Unique Equipment of Wireless 
Telegraphic Apparatus 

 
   The steamer Kumeric, of the Bank line, Capt. Mathie, 
which reached port from Manila, Hongkong and way 
ports of the Far East yesterday morning, is not officially 
listed among the vessels equipped with wireless 
telegraphic apparatus--but she is equipped, and, last 
night, when fifteen miles from Pachena she reported her 
arrival.  The apparatus was manufactured by Second 
Engineer Reid with whatever material offered; at first it 
was some glass bottles the steward had discarded, a few 
cigar boxes, some wires gathered here and there, but it 
has been gradually improved by the second engineer 
until the aerial reaching from his cabin to the jumper 
stays looks real ship shape.  The glass bottle has given 
way to a more trim condenser made with pieces of glass, 
and the equipment is very useful one to the Bank liner.  
Messages have been caught by Mr. Reid when he is 
sitting in during his hours off watch--for he is a wireless 
telegraph operator for amusement only--up to a distance 
of 200 miles.  When at Hongkong the Kumeric was in 
communications with the British warships then in port 
and with the Japanese steamer Tango Maru.  When 
nearing Manilla her arrival was reported by the engineer 
to the wireless telegraph station at Cavite.  The 
apparatus has been much admired by experts who have 
seen it and Mr. Reid has been warmly congratulated at 
the results obtained with the material at his disposal. He 
is gradually improving the apparatus. 
 

 
 
Victoria Colonist June 14, 1909 
 

FIRST ORDER LIGHT FOR TRIANGLE ISLAND 
 

High Power Wireless Equipment and Fog Alarm to be 
Established 

 
   On her way to Triangle Island, where supplies for the 
construction of a new lighthouse are being taken, D.G.S. 
Quadra left port yesterday afternoon.  The light at 
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Triangle Island is to be of the first order and will be 
visible for a greater distance over sea than were it 
established at any other point on the Pacific coast.  The 
island forms a knoll 680 feet above the sea level, and it is 
upon the highest eminence that the lighthouse will be 
constructed. 
 
   In conjunction with this aid to navigation, which will be 
visible over fifty miles at sea, it is stated that a wireless 
telegraph station of high power will also be established.  
A fog alarm will also be added, and the equipment at 
Triangle Island will be the most complete on the coast. 
 
   Triangle Island is the westernmost of the Scott group of 
islands and has been seldom visited.  It is twenty-five 
miles southwest from Cape Scott, and about a mile in 
extent.  Differing from the other islands of the group, it 
is precipitous and bare of trees and has a remarkable 
gap at its summit.  The Indians at Quatsino, Nawittie and 
other villages of the northwest of the island tell stories 
of deposits of native copper on the island, the story 
being that the metal from which the “coppers,” the 
sheets of metal prized by the village chiefs, was secured 
from the island. 
 
   W.F. Burton of this city, and Warburton Pike, two well 
known sportsmen, are now at the island, having gone 
from Alert Bay in a launch to make a study of the bird life 
of the remote island. 
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SITE SELECTED FOR LIGHTHOUSE 
 

Quadra Brings Official From Triangle Island After 
Location Was Chosen 

 
WILL BE CHIEF OF COAST LIGHTS 

 
Victoria Sportsmen Make Interesting Discoveries 

Among Bird Life on Island 
 
   The government steamer Quadra of the marine 
department, returned to port yesterday morning from 
Triangle island, where a site was laid out for a 
lighthouse, which will be the most important on the 
Pacific coast.  It is to be a leading light for transpacific 
shipping where shipmasters will get their first bearings 
when nearing this coast from the Orient whither bound 
to Victoria and Puget Sound or to Prince Rupert.  H. C. 
Killeen, surveyor of the marine department, laid out the 
site for the new lighthouse, and speaking of it yesterday 
he said: “We laid out the site at the summit of Triangle 
Island, 850 feet above the sea, for a powerful first order 

light, which will ultimately develop into one of the most 
important of all the lighthouses on this coast and with 
the expected great development of steamship traffic on 
the Pacific will become a leading light which will be the 
first picked up by the steamship captains and will give 
them their bearings whether they are bound to Puget 
Sound or to Prince Rupert.  I have not worked out the 
distance at which the light will be visible, but it will be 
seen for fifty miles at least.  Owing to the great height of 
the island it will not be necessary to erect a high tower. 
 
   “We laid out a location for the tramway for carrying 
supplies to the lighthouse.  There is a good landing on 
the northeast side of the island and the tramway will 
lead up to the summit from this point.  The residence of 
the lightkeeper and wireless telegraph staff—for there is 
to be a first class wireless telegraph station established 
on the island will be placed either at the summit or at 
the cove on the northeast side, from which the tramway 
will start.” 
 
   The wireless station to be established at Triangle Island 
will have a radius of about 250 miles and will be one of 
four new stations to be built.  One will be placed at 
Prince Rupert, another at Ikeda Head near the Japanese 
copper mines on Skincuttle Inlet, and another on Lawn 
Hill at Skidegate Inlet.  There has been much protest 
among shipping companies that the Northern stations 
have not been proceeded with before this time, the 
delay affecting their business.  The C. P. R. is awaiting the 
completion of the Northern stations before having 
further installations made on its steamers. 
 
   Triangle Island, where the wireless station and first 
order lighthouse will be placed, is the furthermost 
western point of the Empire.  It just farther into the 
Pacific than any other point, being twenty-five miles 
west by south of Cape Scott, at the northwest point of 
Vancouver Island, and the operator on the island should 
secure communication with inbound Pacific liners at 
least three days before they can reach port. 
 

Work on Trail 
 

   When the Quadra leaves again for the island coast she 
will take workmen to resume work on the west coast 
trail.  Last autumn work was abandoned when the 
workmen were called home for the election, and it was 
expected that the coming of spring work would be 
resumed. 
 
   As the months went by, though nothing transpired.  
Word has now been received from Ottawa, though, 
authorizing the continuance of the work, and it will be 
resumed at once, parties being sent to Banfield when 
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the Quadra sails again. 
 

Interesting Discoveries 
 
   A notable ornithological discovery has been made on 
Triangle Island, where Warburton Pike and W. F. Burton, 
well known sportsmen of this city were encamped, 
according to advices received by the Quadra.  They have 
found some rare birds, including the little auk, and have 
an egg of that rare bird.  The Victoria sportsmen are 
living the simple life tented on Triangle Island, and 
during a heavy gale of last week they had their tent 
blown down.  The Quadra, which was anchored off the 
island, had to put to sea and return after the storm had 
blown itself out. 
 
   When the government steamer was at Triangle Island a 
boat’s crew went ashore, and seamen Watts, Blair, 
Woodleigh, McGuire and Day went among the sea lions 
of the big herd crowded on the rocks, and captured a 
young sea lion, which was taken on board in a sack and 
brought to Victoria.  It will be presented to the city.  An 
eagle, also taken alive by the sailors, was brought here to 
be added to the collection at the city park. 
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WIRELESS INSTALLED ON PRINCESS CHARLOTTE 
 

Workmen Now Engaged in Placing Equipment on 
Board—Princess Royal to Be Equipped. 

 
   Wireless telegraphic apparatus is being installed on the 
steamer Princess Charlotte by the United Wireless 
Telegraph Company, experts being at work on board 
when the steamer reached port yesterday.  It is expected 
that the apparatus will be in service before the end of 
the week.  The steamer Princess Royal will also be 
equipped when she returns from the north. 
 
   Last March the C. P. R. ordered the equipment of the 
steamer Princess May by the United Wireless company 
in order that tests could be made of the utility of the 
apparatus.  These trials proved successful, messages 
being received from the steamer from a distance of a 
thousand miles on some occasions, and it is expected 
that all the vessels of the fleet will have these 
instruments placed on board. 
 
   The delay of the Ottawa government in establishing 
stations on the northern coast has been responsible for 
the failure to equip the northern steamers earlier.  It had 
been promised that stations would be established at 
Prince Rupert and on the Queen Charlotte islands and 

Triangle island, but work has not yet been proceeded 
with on any of these stations, and the local officials of 
the Dominion Radio Telegraph service are awaiting 
orders to begin construction. 
 
   It is probable that a hitch will arise with regard to the 
Triangle island station as a private company claim rights 
to the island for a wireless telegraph station.  Some years 
ago a project was put forward for a trans-Pacific system 
of wireless telegraph stations and application was made 
for a site on Triangle island for one of the stations in the 
proposed chain for the service across this ocean. 
 
   With the statement that the government proposes to 
erect a station on Triangle island it is stated a claim will 
be put forward by the former applicants to secure the 
site. 
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WIRELESS INSTALLED ON PRINCESS CHARLOTTE 
 

Workmen Now Engaged in Placing Equipment on 
Board—Princess Royal to Be Equipped 

 
   Wireless telegraphic apparatus is being installed on the 
steamer Princess Charlotte by the United Wireless 
Telegraph Company, experts being at work on board 
when the steamer reached port yesterday.  It is expected 
that the apparatus will be in service before the end of 
the week.  The steamer Princess Royal will also be 
equipped when she returns from the north. 
 
    Last March the C.P.R. ordered the equipment of the 
steamer Princess May by the United Wireless company 
in order that tests could be made of the utility of the 
apparatus.  These trials proved successful, messages 
being received from the steamer from a distance of a 
thousand miles on some occasions, and it is expected 
that all the vessels of the fleet will have these 
instruments placed on board. 
 
    The delay of the Ottawa government in establishing 
stations on the northern coast has been responsible for 
the failure to equip the northern steamers earlier.  It had 
been promised that stations would be established at 
Prince Rupert and on the Queen Charlotte Islands and 
Triangle Island, but work has not yet been proceeded 
with on any of these stations, and the local officials of 
the Dominion Radio Telegraph service are awaiting 
orders to begin the constructions. 
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    It is probable that a hitch will arise with regard to the 
Triangle Island and station as a private company claim 
rights to the island for a wireless telegraph station.  
Some years ago a project was put forward for a trans-
Pacific system of wireless telegraph stations and 
application was made for a site on Triangle Island for one 
of the stations in the proposed chain for the service 
across the ocean. 
 
    With the statement that the government proposes to 
erect a station on Triangle Island it is stated a claim will 
be put forward by the former applicants to secure the 
site. 
__ 
_______________________________ 
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GORDON HALKETT RECOVERING 
 
   Gordon Halkett, who was badly injured by an explosion 
of carbide gas while engaged at work for the marine 
department at Prince Rupert is steadily progressing 
towards recover.  Dr. F. J. Ewing, who has charge of the 
patient, states that there is a chance of his recovering his 
eyesight. 
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MARCONI EXPERT FINISHES WORK 
 

E. J. Watts Returns After Installing Apparatus on Three 
Liners 

 
   E.J. Watts, who went from here on the R.M.S. Empress 
of China some months ago to equip that vessel with the 
Marconi wireless telegraphic apparatus returned by the 
Empress of Japan, on his way to England after equipping 

the three Empresses.  He made the installation on the 
Empress of China outbound to the Orient, then met the 
Empress of India at Shanghai and equipped that vessel, 
afterward joining the Empress of Japan, which was 
equipped on arrival at Hongkong.  Some long distance 
communications were held, the liner being reported 
from a distance of 450 miles, via Estevan, when nearing 
Victoria. 
 
   Mr. Watts said the apparatus installed on the Empress 
liners was much more elaborate than the type now used 
on the Atlantic.  The Lusitania and Mauretania were the 
only two boats on that run were similarly equipped—
that was to say that the motor generated an alternating 
current, instead of the ordinary induction coil.  By using 
an alternator they, at the same time, used a transmitter 
and this made the dispatch of messages much easier and 
quicker than the old fashioned induction coil.  At the 
same time, it had a much greater power and enabled the 
receiving station to pick up their messages at a greater 
distance.  The plant that he had put on the Empress was 
rated at a 250-miles station. 
 
   Speaking of the wireless installed by him Mr. Watts 
said: “We worked a distance of 500 miles with Ochishi 
station, in the Hokkaido.  Although our instrument is 
rated 250 miles we did 500 on this occasion, but we do 
not guarantee that we can always do that.  But it is 
pretty safe to say that in ordinary climatic conditions we 
could do so with this instrument.  You see we leave a 
good margin.” 
 
   “There are five stations round the coast of Japan that 
are open for commercial work; that is, apart from naval 
and military stations, and it may be interesting to learn 
that the operators “speak” quite good English.  Anyhow 
they understood us and we understood them.  There are 
no stations, so far as I know, on the China coast available 
for commercial purposes, but in Formosa there is a 
Japanese rival station.  We did not get into 
communication with it.” 
 
   “Wind storms will not in the slightest degree interfere 
with the working of such an instrument as I have erected 
on this ship.  It is a very modern apparatus, enabling us 
to receive and transmit with great ease even during a 
storm, and at the same time we are able to cut out other 
stations whose messages, not being intended for us, we 
do not wish to receive.  No typhoon would have any 
effect with us because such a storm sets up no etheric 
oscillations.  A thunderstorm, being charged with 
electricity or a hailstorm will cause static vibration, but 
no heavy gale such as you experience here will affect the 
working of this instrument.  Wireless equipped vessels 
enjoy the advantage over others of being able to report 
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the state of the weather to each other.  There are some 
sixty or eighty different systems in use as far as I know—
French, German, Norwegian, Danish, Spanish, American, 
Japanese, etc.—all being founded on the one original 
system, that of Marconi, and each system is able to 
communicate intelligibly with the other.  Over 100 
vessels on the Atlantic are now equipped.” 
 
   Mr. Watts was with the Russian army during the war 
with Japan.  He said: “I can’t tell you much about it as I 
was locked up in Vladivostok all the time.  I went out 
there after the fall of Port Arthur and just before the 
battle of Mukden.  Just before that I was in St. 
Petersburg and was sent out to erect a station in 
Vladivostok, the idea of which was to connect primarily 
with a point inland so that, in the event of Vladivostok 
being cut off, the military there would still be able to 
communicate with the army outside.  I was there for a 
year.  It was very interesting in a way and they treated 
me very well, but I would not go through it again for 
anything.  Last year, I did some six months on a Brazilian 
battleship.  By the way, the three new Brazilian 
dreadnoughts are to carry wireless telegraphy, the 
Argentine warships as well.  Brazil is having ten 
destroyers built in Britain now.  I installed the first of 
these in Glasgow with wireless.” 
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TRIANGLE ISLAND THE KEY TO WIRELESS 
COMMUNICATION ON THE PACIFIC 

 
   Rearing its rugged mass from the deep waters of the 
Pacific, alone and stern and threatening, like an 
uncompromising warder of the Western world Triangle 
Island has in its grim aloofness long been known to 
mariners venturing the stormy waters of the North 
Pacific as one of the most desolate features of that 
ocean’s environments and as the first landmark to be 
watched for and picked up by navigators approaching 
the North American continent.  Completely detached 
from Vancouver Island or even the scattered picket islets 
fringing its northern extremity, Triangle has been left 
throughout the centuries to all the majesty of its 
desolation.  Divided from habitable land by a 30 mile 
ribbon of water which save at exceptional seasons of the 
year is fraught with danger to the navigator, it has been 
visited but at widely infrequent intervals even by the 
courageous prospector who ever leads the pioneers and 
then the legions of civilization.  Mine seekers have come, 
have scratched its hard and seamy face for out croppings 

of promising ore, and one by one have gone their several 
ways, discouraged by the utter loneliness of the spot, a 
loneliness accentuated rather than relieved by the boom 
and thunder of the in-rolling ocean, the weird cries of 
the myriads of sea fowl making it their home, and the 
evil lament of the huge sea lions which disport 
themselves upon its rocky beaches, taking the sun where 
man comes not to molest them or make them afraid. 
 
   Until a few weeks ago, Triangle Island has strictly 
preserved its hermit character.  Today the sea-lion herds 
fighting their battles or nurturing their young upon the 
rocks, join protest with the shrieking clouds of disturbed 
gulls, ducks and other feathered residents, for at last 
their unchallenged possession of the land is rudely and 
permanently disturbed.  Prospectors again explore the 
ledges and crevices where signs of copper exist in 
promising abundance.  A party of distinguished 
naturalists headed by Warburton Pike, the famous 
explorer-author of “In the Barren Lands”, and that other 
great hunter, Mr. Walter Burton, add gleefully each day 
some new treasure to their collection of rare and 
unusual specimens of bird life and the eggs of waterfowl, 
the little auk and two as yet unnamed varieties of eagles 
being included in their treasure trove. 
 
   And on the very face of the inhospitably frowning cliffs 
a party of sturdy workmen is busy building and extensive 
tramline for the conveyance of materials and supplies 
from the little bay, which forms the only safe anchorage 
of the clover-leaf shaped island to its topmost pinnacle, 
the music of hammer and saw answering the raucous 
protest of the disturbed feathered inhabitants. 
 
   For Triangle Island is at last to be put to the uses for 
which Nature apparently designed it from the beginning 
of things. 
 
   Announcement has been made by the Dominion 
government of the establishment on its towering crest of 
a lighthouse which will have no superiors on the Pacific 
seaboard.  Construction can hardly begin during the 
present season, as all the available time between now 
and the winter months will doubtless be required for the 
construction of the tramline, without which building 
material cannot be got to the selected site.  Next season, 
however, will see construction actively taken in hand, 
and it is hoped, prosecuted with such vigor and 
continuity that by this time next year Triangle light will 
flash a welcome to all incoming seamen who follow the 
Great Circle of the North Pacific in their voyaging from 
Northern Asian ports. 
 
   The light is to be one of the first order, placed in a 
tower upwards of 700 feet above the tumbling waves 
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that dash themselves to pieces at its base.  Extra-
powerful lenses are to be made a feature, with an 
incandescent petrol or vapor lamp.  The range of 
visibility is given as thirty-five miles, but it is estimated 
that the light will be plainly in sight at a distance of forty 
or even forty five miles from the bridge of such high-
decked vessels as those of the Empress fleet.  Similar 
first order lights are now being installed at Pachena and 
Estevan points, the latter on a great concrete tower 100 
feet in height.  Triangle light, however, must always 
maintain an individual celebrity and conspicuousness as 
being the first and most isolated aid to navigators on the 
American continent. 
 
   It is expected that a little community of four or five, 
perchance half a dozen families will, in the course of the 
ensuing years, have their homes on Triangle Island; and 
for these buildings will be erected next season at the top 
of the mountain, where only there is to be found any 
suitable building sites.  There must be a lightkeeper, of 
course, probably two.  Then, too, the expectation is that 
the equipment of the station will be supplemented by 
wireless installation of exceptional power, and in 
connection therewith two or three operators will be 
given employment, together with an engineer and 
general mechanician. 
 
   It is, indeed, in connection with its remarkable position 
and natural adaptability as the greatest wireless base on 
the American Pacific Coast, and the key of trans-Pacific 
wireless communication, that the great future of 
Triangle Island exists.  Perhaps nowhere in the world has 
nature so effectively congregated the fundamental 
essentials for a wireless station.  The Island is well 
removed from the wooded mainland of Vancouver 
Island by the broad waters of Goletas Channel, and all 
who have any acquaintance with the science of wireless 
telegraphy are aware of the superlative importance of 
clear water stretches in all directions from an established 
station.  Again, the Island has the great essential of 
elevation, rising to a height of from 680 to 700 feet, to 
which 150 or 200 feet can easily be added by masting if 
this is found by the experts to be essential in long 
distance operating, in regard to which there seems to be 
some difference of opinion among the recognized 
authorities at eh present time.  And, equally important, 
Triangle Island is absolutely barren of forestation, not a 
tree and scarcely a blade of grass finding a lodgment on 
its bleak and ragged sides and wind-swept crown. 
 
   How important this is in the successful operation of a 
high-powered station can only be fully appreciated by 
works in wireless, who assert that it is among the 
mysteries of this ghostly new agency of inter-
communication that it is matter of less difficulty to 

project the all-important waves through rugged masses 
of granite that over the gently waving tops of a young 
forest of live pine.  Indeed, the operators at the first 
station established in British Columbia have frequently 
declared that when messages were in transit across the 
Straits of or from Douglas Hill, one could actually see the 
needles of the pines all nervously aquiver as they 
feasted upon the current designed for the speeding of 
the written thought. 
 
   Another interesting peculiarity of the wireless which 
seems to be almost a blessing of Providence is that the 
signals are more easily transmitted or read under a low 
barometric pressure than in clear, sunny weather.  Dense 
atmosphere is claimed to be a better conductor of the 
ethereal waves, and, this being so, the Northern Pacific, 
ill-famed for the prevalence of its fogs and storms, 
enjoys the compensating advantage of being a better 
field for safe guarding by wireless than any sun-blessed 
sea. 
 
   No specifications for either the lighthouse or the 
intended wireless installation at Triangle Island have 
been received as yet at the offices of the Department of 
Marine and Fisheries in this city.  Prominent officials of 
the Department who have been sent here from the East 
to look over the field in view of the projected 
improvement of the aids to navigation, have stated in 
interviews and in private conversation, however, that the 
Triangle base will be one of the most thoroughly modern 
among the wireless stations of America, equipped and 
powered for the transmission and receipt of messages 
over a normal distance of 1000 miles.  There is, of 
course, no water-power available for extra economical 
development of electric energy, and current would be 
developed by means of dynamos operated by powerful 
gasoline engines.  The water supply of the island is, 
indeed, limited to a small stream originating in a curious 
spring half-way up the mountains side, whose volume is 
insufficient for it to be wholly depended upon, even for 
domestic supply, so that a reservoir for the conservation 
of rainfall is among the works contemplated in the 
equipment scheme of the federal authorities. 
 
   Although it is but recently that the Dominion 
Government has displayed an active appreciation of the 
peculiar and invaluable facilities of Triangle Island as a 
lighthouse and wireless base, it is now five years since 
these facilities first commanded the attention of private 
enterprise, and Triangle was selected as the key of the 
wireless communication system designed by a local 
company, of which the late Captain J. G. Cox was a 
prominent member, which early in 1906 placed an 
extremely practical programme before the Dominion 
Government for the effective safeguarding of the British 
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Columbia coast with a chain of wireless stations, that at 
Triangle being the most important. 
 
   The offer to the Dominion on this occasion was to 
erect and equip ten stations in series at distances of 50 
miles apart, and operate continuously for a monthly 
subsidy of $150 per station, no charge being made in 
connection with the necessarily heavy initial cost.  The 
company proposed, of course, to reap their profits 
through the development of commercial business, the 
greater part of which would be inevitably have been 
foreign in its origination. 
 
   The Government on that occasion rejected the 
proposition, although a saving of money was obviously 
secured, with the explanation that it was deemed 
advisable in the public interests to retain the conduct 
and operation of wireless telegraphy in Canada in so far 
as possible as a public service. 
 
   Since it is easily apparent that there would be little 
commercial business between the inter-communicating 
stations on the sparsely settled Vancouver Island 
seaboard, one had to seek in a broader range of 
operation the explanation of the proposal put forward.  
With Triangle as a base it was, as a matter of fact, 
intended to secure by a series of relays, continuous 
communication with the Asian continent, four stations 
being established within dependable working range of 
one another.  The sites of these were Triangle Island, 
Unalaska, Attu (at the further extremity of the Aleutian 
semi-circle) and Yezo, the northern-most great island of 
the Japanese archipelago.  In each of these, the essential 
conditions of isolation, free water stretches, elevation 
and a minimum forestation were found, while the 
longest working radius was approximately 1,100 miles, 
by no means an impracticable distance. 
 
   The economy of such a relay wireless system in 
comparison with the immense cost of cable construction 
and operation will be patent to anyone, and when it is 
known that almost $1,000,000 worth of cable business is 
handled monthly between the business settlements of 
China coast and Japan and Europe and America via the 
cable lines, at rates ranging from ninety cents to $1.18 
per word, some appreciation can be had of the 
magnitude of the project for cheapening world 
intercommunication and thereby strengthening the 
facilities of business on two continents. 
 
   Another feature of the plan which made it one of 
immense importance to the shipping world was that, 
with these relay stations, shipping following the Great 
Circle or even traversing the North Pacific far south of 
this established ocean pathway, would be at all times in 

touch by telegraph with agents and owners, and there 
could be no possibility under ordinary circumstances for 
any vessel equipped with wireless to pass from mortal 
ken, her fate a mystery of the unfathomable sea. 
 
   It was this aspect of the project which induced the 
committee of Lloyds to obtain a special report upon the 
allied proposals, and give them unqualified 
commendation, as the establishment of the suggested 
service would infinitely reduce the risks of maritime 
insurance. 
 
   Since that time a member of the local syndicate has 
discussed all issues involved not only with officials of 
Lloyds in London, but also with prominent experts and 
officials of the Japanese Department of communications, 
who have been most emphatic in expressing their 
willingness to co-operate in making the projected service 
an accomplished fact.  Negotiations in this direction, it is 
learned, are proceeding steadily and it is greatly to be 
hoped for the fullest security of life and property at sea 
that every facility will be presented by the interested 
governments to assure their success. 
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BROUGHT SOUTH FOR TREATMENT 
 

Gordon Halkett Will Probably Lose Sight of One Eye 
 
   Gordon Halkett, the engineer of the marine and 
fisheries department, who was badly injured when 
recharging some gas buoys at Skidegate, Queen 
Charlotte islands last month, was brought from Prince 
Rupert hospital, where he has been given attention by 
the resident physicians, and placed in St. Joseph’s 
hospital under the care of Dr. Jones. 
 
   It is expected that the sight of one of the injured 
engineer’s eyes will be saved but it is feared he will lose 
the sight of the other.  With J. Dennis, seaman of the 
lighthouse tender Newington, Halkett was on the top on 
an acetylene gas buoy, which had been towed to a safe 
anchorage to be recharged.  He was engaged in 
removing the old stock of carbide, which had become 
like a concrete mass, and was loosening it with an iron 
bar, which seems to have made a spark which ignited the 
carbide, and an explosion followed. 
 
   Both men were thrown back, Halkett’s face being 
severely burned, and it was feared for a time that his 
sight would be destroyed in both eyes; in fact, for a time 
his life was despaired of.  His father, Andrew Halkett, of 
the marine department, and Mrs. Halkett arrived from 
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Ottawa some days ago to await the coming of their 
injured son. 
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USE OF WIRELESS ON B.C. COAST 
 

Hundreds of Messages Reach Pachena From Ocean 
Liners 

 
   With the exception of the famous C.D.Q. call, wireless 
installed on trans-pacific liners has practically fulfilled all 
the purposes which it has served on vessels on the 
Atlantic ocean. 
 
   The C.P.R. Empresses and the Nippon Yusen Kasha 
liners when off this coast both inward and outward 
bound are constantly in touch with the station at 
Pachena, and the messages received there are 
transmitted to Victoria by the Dominion government 
land wire, and from here sent over the Canadian Pacific 
telegraph system to different parts of the continent. 
 
   The Empress of China, due here this morning, on the 

19
th

 inst. passed the Empress of Japan when the latter 
was outward bound.  The Japan sent two wireless 
dispatches to China for transmission to land.  Yesterday 
when the China was over 300 miles off Vancouver Island 
the messages were flashed to Pachena, retransmitted 
from there to this city and sent on to their different 
destinations, as otherwise the parties aboard the Japan 
would have had to wait until reaching Yokohama, 
whence the messages would have been cabled. 
 
   The Dominion government telegraph station here 
receives hundreds of messages from Pachena which 
have been sent in by wireless from vessels off the coast.  
These messages are of every variety and many of them 
are for transmission to Chicago, New York and other 
eastern points.  Travelers voyaging from the Orient 
whether on business or pleasure are enabled to notify 
people at their several destinations of the approximate 
time of their arrival.  Rooms are engaged at hotels 
through the medium of wireless.  The purposes for 
which this method of communication is used are 
growing greater every day, and with the growth of 
transpacific shipping doubtless the time will come when 
a thread of communication with ships as relays will be 
established between North America and Asia. 
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To Inspect Wireless Stations 
 
   On a tour of inspection to the five Dominion wireless 
stations on the coast of British Columbia, C. P. Edwards, 
the newly appointed government wireless 
superintendent will arrive in Victoria next week.  During 
his visit it is understood that he will make arrangements 
for the installation of the stations already provided for, 
at Prince Rupert, Skidegate, Triangle Island and Lawn 
Point.  Mr. Edwards has succeeded Cecil Doutre as 
Dominion superintendent of wireless stations, the latter 
being detailed to devote all his attention to the 
information of the purchasing of supplies in connection 
with the marine and fisheries department. 
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POLITICS AND WIRELESS SYSTEM 
 

Work Will Now Be Commenced on Stations in Comox-
Atlin 

 
   With the object of arranging for the establishment of 
new wireless stations at Prince Rupert, Skidegate and 
Triangle Island, and ordering improvements to the 
existing ones at Victoria and Pachena, C. P. Edwards, 
Dominion superintendent of wireless, is at present in 
British Columbia.  He arrived in Victoria on Wednesday 
evening and left again yesterday on his way to Prince 
Rupert where he will join the Hon. W. Templeman while 
that minister is carrying of his campaign of hearing 
petitions in the constituency of Comox-Atlin. 
 
   The new wireless stations at the three points 
mentioned above were projected over a year ago, and 
construction was to have commenced last spring.  For 
some reason they were delayed and it is a curious 
circumstance that they are now about to be commenced 
contemporary with the visit of Mr. Templeman to 
Comox-Atlin 
 
   The improvements in the stations at Gonzales Hill and 
Pachena will mean their increase in power from one 
kilowatt to three.  This will mean that either station will 
be able to pick up ocean liners from six to eight hundred 
miles out at sea.  These improvements were also 
projected several months ago but for some reason have 
not been carried out up to the present. 
 
   Mr. Edwards, before taking up the appointment of 
Dominion wireless superintendent, a position which he 
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took over from Cecil Doutre, was chief operator on the 
Marconi transatlantic service.  Upon his return from 
Prince Rupert he will make an inspection of the B. C. 
wireless stations already established. 
 

 
 
Victoria Colonist August 8, 1909 
 

STATIONS TO BE INSTALLED NOW 
 

Wireless Apparatus at Three New Sites on B.C. Coast. 
 
   As a result of the visit of C. P. Edwards, Dominion 
superintendent of wireless to British Columbia, the three 
new stations at Skidegate, Prince Rupert and Triangle 
Island arranged for over a year ago, are to be installed at 
once, and within the next few weeks active work on 
their construction will have commenced.  Mr. Edwards 
returned here from a trip to Prince Rupert last night, and 
will spend a few days in the city inspecting the station at 
Gonzales Hill, after which he will proceed to the other 
British Columbia stations on a tour of inspection. 
 
   In addition to the establishment of the three new 
stations, the range of the apparatus at Gonzales Hill and 
Pachena will be increased from one kilowatt power to 
three kilowatt.  This will allow both these stations to pick 
up messages some 700 miles out to sea and will, 
moreover, enable them to maintain regular, and possible 
uninterrupted communication with San Francisco.  As 
already announced in the Colonist, the Dominion 
government has abandoned the idea of giving over its 
wireless stations on this coast to the United Wireless 
Company and the present additions and improvements 
are the result of a policy which was promulgated over a 
year ago, but for some reason was delayed in being 
carried out. 
 
 

 
Victoria Colonist August 8, 1909 
 

CHARGE LIGHTKEEPER WITH SHOOTING COW 
 
   While Captain Otto Buckholtz—a well-known mariner 
who hunted seals, took steamers through Arctic ice to 
land Argonauts first at Cape Nome and made many 
potable voyages, and of late has tended the new 
lighthouse at Estevan Point is peacefully looking after his 
lanterns on the wreck littered Island coast, some of his 
neighbours at Hesquoit are seeking to have him pent in a 
dungeon deep or at least ordered to pay unto His 
Majesty, his heirs and assigns forever, a money fine in 
punishment for a dire offense. 

 
   Mrs. Antone Luckovitch, wife of the storekeeper at 
Hesquoit, and her daughter, who arrived here on the last 
trip of the Tees received a telegram yesterday from the 
west coast storekeeper which stated laconically: 
 
   “The cow is shot.” 
 
   Forthwith the ladies hurried to the superintendent of 
provincial police and asked that the law be brought into 
play at once and that the body and person of Captain 
Buckholtz be seized forthwith. 
 
   “But have you any evidence that he shot the cow?” 
asked the police. 
   “Sure,” said the ladies in unison.  “It must be him for 
he had threatened to do it.” 
 
   Meanwhile, the law waits while further investigation is 
made of the fate of the west coast cow. 
 

 
Victoria Colonist, September 04, 1909 
 

FLOTSAM SWEPT FROM JAPAN 
 

Nipponese Trees and Pieces of Sampans Found by 
Lighthouse Builders 

 
Picked up at Triangle Island 

 
Leebro Brings Further Particulars of Cow-Shooting 

Episode at Estevan 
 
   That the Japanese current, which the Nipponese 
known as the Kushiro or Death current, sweeps 
wreckage across the Pacific to the northwest of 
Vancouver Island is shown by discoveries made at 
Triangle Island shortly before the steamer Leebro, Capt. 
Hunter, which reached port yesterday, left there after 
landing more lumber for the tramway being built for the 
new lighthouse at the furthest west of the Empire on the 
crest of Triangle Island.  Among the wreckage on the 
island, the workmen have found kyache trees, Japanese 
hardware, and piece of Japanese sampans which have 
evidently been swept from the Japanese coast by the 
current that brings warmth to Vancouver Island. 
 
   The Leebro has been landing supplies at Estevan Point 
and at Triangle Island, being absent about three weeks.  
She left Triangle Island eight days ago.  During the stay 
there some of the crew shot some sea lions and Chief 
Officer Fisher has some fine examples of teeth from a 
sea lion shot by him. 
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   From Estevan the Leebro brought illustrative of that 
old adage that “It's an ill wind which blows nobody 
good.”  Lightkeeper Buckholtz was recently out on a 
shooting expedition, and some distance from him, far 
along the shoreline, he saw a cow.  There is a large band 
of wild cattle on the peninsula near Estevan and the 
lightkeeper considered this was one of the wild kind.  He 
fired, and the cow leaped and died.  Than another cow 
poked its head over some driftwood and he fired again, 
bringing down the second cow.  He hurried up to get his 
bag, when he discovered to his sorrow that it was the 
tame cattle of storekeeper Luckovitch that he had killed.  
The lightkeeper ran for nearly six miles to convey the 
intelligence and his regrets to the storekeeper.  The 
cattle had been too far away when he fired, he said, or 
he would have asked if they were wild before he fired.  
Meanwhile the storekeeper telegraphed to his wife, who 
was in Victoria, asking that a warrant be secured for the 
lightkeeper's arrest for the slaughter of the cattle.  The 
police, however, did not take action.  The lightkeeper is 
regretful, and offers to pay, but the storekeeper seeks a 
dire punishment. 
 
   Neither the lightkeeper nor the storekeeper would 
remove the carcasses of the slain cattle, and Luke 
Humber, who is charge of the building operations at the 
Estevan light, took advantage of this.  He has 75 men 
with big appetites to feed, and the two beeves were 
hauled away by him and butchered. 
 
   Since the stock gave out he has been making additional 
visits to the lightkeeper, asking him to shoot more cows, 
and what the lightkeeper answered was not learned by 
those who returned on the Leebro. 
 

 
Victoria Colonist, September 10, 1909 
 

WIRELESS STATION FOR SKEEDA POINT 
 

Construction Work on Queen Charlotte Site 
Commences Next Week 

 
   Skeeda Point at the entrance to Ikeda Bay, Queen 
Charlotte Islands, is the site selected for the installation 
of the Next Dominion wireless station the coast of British 
Columbia.  The nearest inhabited point to Skeeda is the 
town of Jedway. 
 
   Operations in connection with the construction of the 
new station will be commenced next week.  On Monday 
D. G. S. Quadra will leave port with construction 
material, and a gang of workmen, taking on board W. C. 
McIntyre, of the Gonzales Hill station, who will 
superintend the work.  The station to be established on 

the Queen Charlottes will be of two kilowatt power.  It is 
expected to be in operation by the middle of October. 
 

 
 
Victoria Colonist, September 11, 1909 
 

QUADRA WILL LEAVE MONDAY 
 

Will Take Construction Material For New Wireless 
Station at Skeeda Point 

 
   The D. G. S. Quadra will leave port Monday for a 
week’s cruise in Northern waters.  The vessel is now 
being loaded at the Government wharf with 
construction material for the new wireless station to be 
constructed at Skeeda Point, at the entrance to Ikeda 
Bay, Queen Charlotte Islands.  Operations in connection 
with the construction of the new station will be 
commenced upon arrival of the Quadra.  A gang of men 
will go north with the superintendent, W. C. McIntyre, to 
build the station.  The nearest inhabited place to Skeeda 
is Jedway.  The station to be established on the Queen 
Charlottes will be of two kilowatt power, and will 
probably be in operation by the middle of October. 
 
   The Quadra will also visit all the northern lighthouses 
with supplies and oil for the lightkeepers. 
 

 
 
Victoria Colonist, September 12, 1909 
 

TALKING BY WIRELESS WAVES 
 
   Interesting demonstrations of Recent Discovery given 

in Victoria 
 
   Demonstrations of the latest secret to be wrested from 
the universal ether were given by the Pacific Radio 
Wireless Telephone company at 1122 Government street 
last night.  A small 25 foot one-way model was used, and 
between the hours of 8 p.m. and 10 p.m. Illustrations of 
the De Forest system, the most perfected form of 
wireless telephone on this continent, were given to a 
large number of people. 
 
   The company purposes giving further illustrations on a 
larger scale at the provincial exhibition to be held here 
next week.  Instruments through which talking can be 
carried on both ways across the length of the fairgrounds 
will be installed.  It is proposed to introduce the 
apparatus as a commercial factor in Victoria, and when 
the company has paved the way and is prepared to 
commence business some 1,000 instruments will be 
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installed. 
 
   The instruments used last night were portable ones, 
and messages were transmitted from within the store to 
people standing in the street without.  The company 
claims that the messages would have been heard equally 
distinctly through a five feet thick wall. 
 
   The De Forest system makes use of rapid oscillations 
produced by an arc.  In the improved apparatus it has 
been possible to eliminate the atmosphere of the flame 
of an alcohol (word illegible), once deemed essential.  
There is used as a receiving device the “audion”, an 
exhausted glass bulb, in which advantage is taken of the 
ionization of the rarefied gas contained and the change 
of resistance upon the passage of rapid oscillations.  An 
ordinary carbon telephone transmitter is used in the 
circuit, and this acts to vary the intensity, not the 
frequency of the waves, as in the case of the ordinary 
telephone.  The tuning devices not only secure greater 
secrecy, but also can be arranged to produce the clearest 
possible conversation. 
 
   An improvement that makes possible the satisfactory 
working of the system is the adjusting of the sending 
mechanism of all instruments to a common tune, which 
differs widely from that of the receiving part of the 
apparatus, so that when using a single antennae it is 
possible to receive the sound whether the transmission 
apparatus is working or not. 
 
   Wireless telephony is claimed to be as far advanced in 
practice as wireless telegraphy was ten years ago.  
Apparently it has gone much further, for in 1897 the 
furthest distance a wireless telegraph message could be 
sent was ten miles, whereas wireless telephone 
messages have been sent over 400 miles. 
 
   The demonstrations made locally aroused considerable 
interest among the frequenters of Government street 
last night. 
 
 

 
Victoria Colonist, September 12, 1909 
 

COMPULSORY TO HAVE WIRELESS 
 

Mr. Marconi Gives His Views on the Proposed 
Equipment of Ocean-going Vessels 

 
   Sir Joseph Ward, premier of New Zealand, before his 
departure for the southern Dominion on the steamer 
Makura stated that he had been making investigations 
into wireless telegraphy with a view to the establishment 

of government land stations in the Dominion and 
legislating for compulsory equipment of steamships.  He 
said experts had informed him that they were on the 
verge of great improvements in radio-telegraphy.  In this 
connection, in consequence of the loss of the Blue 
Anchor liner Waratah, which after being missing for over 
forty days has been given up as lost, the British Board of 
Trade and Lloyd's are agitating for the compulsory 
equipment of steamships carrying passengers. 
 
   Mr. Marconi, the wizard of wireless, has been 
interviewed in this regard.  He said; 
 
   “If the board of trade took action to make the 
installation of wireless compulsory, I should imagine that 
at first it would only apply to steamers carrying ocean-
going passengers,” he said. 
 
   “Would it not be possible to install your apparatus on 
all ships, irrespective of size and character?” 
 
   “It would, of course, be possible, but with the smaller 
ships the cost would be too heavy for a small ship 
owner.” 
 
   “At present the arrangement in force between the 
Marconi International Marine Communication Company 
(Limited) and the ship owners is a hiring agreement.  By 
this, for a sum of £200, payable yearly, the Marconi 
Company install the instrument and the necessary 
apparatus for effective working, and, moreover, provide 
and pay the necessary skilled operators.  Beyond 
furnishing the space for the instruments and, of course, 
quarters for the operators , the shipowner (two lines of 
type illegible) insurance against risks, is, comparatively 
speaking a small one; but in most cases, part, if not the 
whole of the £200 is refunded in the following manner.  
Out of the revenue accruing from the dispatch of private 
messages (from and to passengers) or the “ship tax” 
portion thereof, the company retain the first £50 of such 
revenue and all moneys received from this source after 
the first £50 is equally divided between the hirer and the 
company.” 
 
   “But in the case of the little ship, Mr. Marconi, and 
particularly the tramp steamer, which carries no 
passengers, and from which no return of revenue may 
be expected—have you a solution?” 
 
   “The little ship presents a difficulty, but it is one on 
which I am willing to submit a scheme.  The cost of the 
installation, supposing they bought it outright, would be 
prohibitive—that is to say, such an installation as the big 
liners carry.  But we could put one in at a reasonable cost 
which would send a message for ten or twelve miles.” 
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Liners' Equipment 

 
   It is well known that, whilst most of the great lines of 
ocean going steamers are equipped with the Marconi or 
some other form of wireless installation, a large number 
of ships have not this method of communication, and, 
strange to say, two of the greatest of the lines, carrying 
thousands of passengers yearly, are not so equipped.  
These are: The Orient line, the Union-Castle line, the 
Orient being a line subsidized by government and the 
Union-Castle being, of course, the great African mail line.  
Curiously enough, two steamers of the Rennie line, 
traversing the same route are fitted.  These are the 
Inanda and the Inkosi, both of the Aberdeen line. 
 
   The principal British steamship lines carrying the 
Marconi installation are: The Cunard, White Star, 
Canadian Pacific, Allan, Dominion, Atlantic Transport, 
Booth (the S. S. Antony, Anchor), Royal Mail Steam 
Packet Company, Peninsular and Orient (3 ships), Wilson 
(2 ships), Batavier. 
 
   So far as Africa is concerned, no Marconi stations exist, 
but the Marconi Company is at present in 
communication with the government with the object of 
setting up a station to the Cape.  It must be 
remembered, however, that the absence of a land 
station, either in South Africa or, at any other Overseas 
port, would not have militated against the success of the 
search for the Waratah had she been fitted with wireless 
apparatus, for her signals would have been received by 
the warships on the Cape station and instantly 
responded to. 
 
   The latest instance of salvage by wireless is a case in 
point.  This happened on July 23, when a Canadian 
Pacific liner collided in a dense fog with an iceberg.  Her 
signals for assistance were instantly answered by His 
Majesty's ship Brilliant.  In the case of the Montrose she 
was immediately afterwards in communication with the 
Marconi station at Cape Race, and maintained 
communications during the three days that she was 
disabled at sea. 
 
   Other instances may be given where the existence of 
this form of communication was of invaluable assistance. 
 

Some Examples 
 
   There is no need to enlarge upon the Republic and 
Slavonia instances, except to say that in both cases they 
were “ship stations” that supplied the immediate aid.  So 
far as overdue vessels are concerned, it will also be 
recalled that a few years ago the St. Louis was a week 

overdue, and much anxiety was caused by her non-
arrival.  She was well within the range of other vessels 
equipped with wireless, and could have reported her 
location had she been fitted.  The vessels of the 
American line are no longer without wireless, the moral 
of that week of suspense being too obvious to need 
emphasizing. 
 
   A very interesting case was furnished by a vessel fitted 
with the Marconi system which was off the north coast 
of Ireland in a dense fog.  The captain sent a wireless 
message to the Marconi station at Malin Head, telling 
them that he was about to send up a rocket and asked 
the shore station to observe the direction in which it 
appeared.  This was done, the fog being low, and the 
rocket clearly seen from the shore station.  The shore 
station thereupon informed the captain of the ship his 
bearing from the station, and the captain was able to 
clear off to a position of less danger. 
 
   This example has been followed in numerous cases by 
captains of the liners making the Channel, the Marconi 
station at the Lizard being sufficiently elevated to clear 
the fog in most cases. 
 

 
Victoria Colonist, September 15, 1909 
 

QUADRA TAKING WIRELESS STATION 
 

Has Material and Workmen to Construct New Depot at 
Ikeda Bay. 

 
 
   The government steamer Quadra will leave today for 
Ikeda Bay, where a new wireless telegraph station is to 
be built for the Dominion government on Skeeda Point, 
and for many northern ports, where buoys and aids to 
navigation will be relieved and light stations supplied.  
Capt. McDougall and a party of riggers will accompany 
Mr. McIntyre, the wireless telegraph expert and fourteen 
carpenters who go to establish the new station.  The 
station has been practically built at Vancouver, every 
part being prepared, and the builders will put the 
sections together.  The government steamer is heavily 
laden, her decks being heaped high with buoys, 
lighthouse stores, and building material. 
 

 
 
 
Victoria Colonist, September 16, 1909 
 

WIRELESS FOR COMMERCIAL USE 
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Dominion Government Stations in B.C. To Be Placed On 
Business Basis 

 
   With the completion of the Dominion government 
chain of wireless stations on the coast of British 
Columbia, the announcement is made that commercial 
business will be catered to, the changes to go into effect 
being those decided upon by the Radio Telegraph 
convention.  The government will within a short time 
have eight stations in operation on this coast at the 
following points:  Point Grey, Cape Lazo, Gonzales Hill, 
Estevan, Pachena, Skeeda Point, Triangle Island and 
Prince Rupert.  The first five are in operation at present, 
while construction work will be commenced at Skeeda 
Point this week.  The remaining two stations will be 
undertaken with a few weeks and by the end of the 
present year the chain will be complete. 
 
   The stations at Pachena, Gonzales Hill, Triangle Island, 
Skeeda Point and Prince Rupert will all be of two kilowatt 
power.  At the two former points the work of increasing 
the apparatus is now proceeding, and it is believed that 
the improvements being effected will raise the power at 
Gonzales Hill to 2 ½ kilowatt.  This will place the local 
station in direct communication with Pachena and 
through it with Estevan, whereas at present messages 
being transmitted from west coast points are relayed via 
Tatoosh. 
 
Communication With Rupert 
 
   The principal feature in the chain of commercial 
wireless communication to be established is the station 
at Prince Rupert.  The northern town site will be placed 
in direct communication with Victoria.  At present the 
wire communication between here and Prince Rupert is 
of the most unsatisfactory character.  Messages have to 
be sent via Ashcroft.  At times, there are aggravating 
delays, while very often it is impossible to communicate 
at all owing to break downs or interruptions.  It is 
claimed that these difficulties will be entirely obviated 
by the establishment of a wireless station at Prince 
Rupert and then constant and uninterrupted 
communication will be possible. 
 
   When the Dominion government enters into the 
commercial wireless business, an all-night service will be 
maintained at all eight stations on the coast.  All 
messages of a commercial character will be handled.  
With the additional power installed at the ocean stations 
it will be possible to pick up liners 300 miles out at sea, 
and messages from these will be taken and relayed to 
any point in the world where there is telegraphic 
communications. 
 

   The Dominion government anticipates doing an 
extensive business.  The new stations to be erected are 
being equipped with the very latest apparatus of the 
Marconi pattern, and the improvements being effected 
at Gonzales Hill and Pachena are of a similar pattern. 
 
   The Dominion government stations on the coast of 
British Columbia were primarily erected for life saving 
purposes, and at the time of their installation it was 
stated that they would not be put to any commercial 
use.  This fact was used by the Hon. W. Templeman in 
the unsuccessful election campaign which he carried on 
in this city last October.  The above announcement 
disposed of this tradition. 
 

 
 
Victoria Colonist, October 10, 1909 
 

Wireless on Queen Charlottes 
 
   Work on the new wireless station near Ikeda Bay, 
Queen Charlotte Islands is under way, the mast having 
been erected during the past few days.  Two buildings 
are being constructed, one for the wireless apparatus, 
the other for the operator engaged at the station.  The 
station has an elevation of 150 feet above the sea level.  
Owing to the difficulty in getting the apparatus to Ikeda 
Bay, due to the fact that the Amur is the only vessel 
which calls at that point, there will be a considerable 
delay before the station is in operation.  C.P. Edwards, 
Dominion wireless superintendent has returned to the 
city after inspecting the operations. 
 
 

 
Victoria Colonist, October 12, 1909 
 

SKELETON FOUND ON TRIANGLE ISLAND 
 

Gruesome Find Made by Lighthouse Builders Reported 
by the Steamer Leebro 

 
PROBABLY SHIPWRECKED MARINER WHO PERISHED 

 
Lifebuoy Marked “Maxwell” Found by Lightkeeper at 

Lennard Island Light. 
 
    The finding of a skeleton in a cave scantily covered by 
some boards by the lighthouse builders at work at 
Triangle Island, the body of a white man with only the 
boots left on the bony feet, the clothing having been 
rotted away, is reported by the steamer Leebro, Capt. 
Hunter, which returned to port yesterday morning after 
a rough voyage, nearly a week overdue.  News was also 
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brought of the finding of a lifebuoy marked “Maxwell” at 
Lennard Island, Clayoquot sound by Lightkeeper Pollock. 
 
    The gruesome find made on Triangle Island where a 
party of workmen are engaged in completing the 
tramway and preparing the foundation for a lighthouse 
and wireless telegraph station which is to rank chief 
among the light and telegraph stations of the North 
Pacific was made by Martindale, one of the workmen 
while walking on the rocks on the Pacific side of lone 
Triangle Island where the wreckage of many vessels has 
been beaten to pieces by the ocean swell and where 
numbers of sea lions have their habitat.  He was startled 
by his find, and called others of the workmen.  The 
covering of boards was removed and in the mount of the 
little cave lay the whitened skeleton of a medium-sized 
man whose body had obviously been there a long time 
as the clothing had all rotted away.  Scarce a vestige, 
other than the boots, remained. 
 
     Examination showed that no bones were broken, the 
skull was not fractured.  There was nothing to indicate 
how death had come.  From the manner of the covering 
though, it was thought that the body had been laid away 
in the cave by an Indian or Indians, who were known to 
have visited the island at times.  The covering of boards 
was similar to the method used by the Indians of that 
section of the coast in covering their dead. 
 
    The theory of the lighthouse builders was that the 
dead man was probably some unfortunate marooned 
from one of the shipwrecks that have occurred within 
recent years off the Vancouver island coast who had 
been cast ashore only to die of starvation on the long 
rain [illegible word] island, visited rarely before the 
lighthouse builders came.  That victim had been 
probably found by Indians and the body laid under 
covering of planks in the mouth of the little cave where 
the lighthouse builders located, probably years after 
death.  In the belief that the Leebro might take the 
skeleton to Victoria it was kept, but has since been 
buried on the island.  Who it was, how death came, and 
whether it was prospector, hunter, or seafarer, there was 
nothing to show, and unknown in a grave marked by a 
little wooden slab, the skeleton was laid away. 
 
    The Leebro took 60,000 feet of lumber for the 
workmen at Triangle Island, and some cattle, sheep and 
pigs.  The lumber was thrown overboard, lashed into 
rafts and towed shoreward by the steamer’s boats, the 
work being difficult and hazardous.  It occupied four 
days, being interrupted as times by stress of weather.  
The rafting of the cattle on shore was most difficult.  
There was a bullock and a cow, both which were lowered 
onto the raft of lumber alongside and their legs were 

lashed down despite great struggling which threatened 
at times to upset the raft and drown those engaged in 
the work.  There were seven or eight sheep and a 
number of pigs which were rafted ashore with less 
difficulty. 
 
    After the lumber cattle and other supplies had been 
landed a heavy southeast gale blew up and the Leebro 
ran for shelter under the lee of Lanz Island, one of the 
Scott group of which Triangle is the outermost isle.  
There were two or three United States halibut fishing 
vessels also lying under the lee of the island at the time 
for shelter.  On several occasions some of these vessels 
have been noticed engaged in fishing inside the three 
mile limit between the Haycock islands, where the 
Kestrel captured the Chas. Levi Woodberry some months 
ago. 
 
    The Leebro was delayed considerably by heavy 
weather before proceeding to Entrance island, where a 
new lantern was landed for the lighthouse which marks 
the entrance to Quatsino Sound.  After this was landed 
the Leebro had to run into Quatsino sound for shelter 
from a strong gale and remained two days before the 
weather abated and she then proceeded to Clayoquot to 
land supplies at Lennard Island.  There the wind 
freshened to a gale and she sheltered for two days. 
 
    Lighthouse keeper Pollock of Lennard island reported 
that a lifebuoy marked “Maxwell” had drifted ashore 
near the lighthouse a short time before the Leebro 
called.  No other wreckage had been noticed.  The 
lifebuoy was of the usual type and size, but part was 
broken away, the name of the port of registry being 
consequently obscured, records both Lloyd’s and United 
States lists do not indicate any vessel of that name 
owned on the Pacific coast.  The only craft of that name 
which are shown in United States lists, being a steam 
schooner and a sailing sloop, both owned on the Atlantic 
side. 
 
    The Leebro is now blown down.  Her next trip will be 
to carry stores and supplies to all the west coast light 
stations and she will again visit Triangle Island. 
 

 
 
Victoria Colonist, October 14, 1909 
 

BIG SPARS FOR TRIANGLE ISLAND 
 

Will be Used for Mast of Wireless Station—Leebro 
Expected to Leave Today 

 
   Three long spars, which will total 186 feet in length 
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were taken from Turpel’s shipyard yesterday and loaded 
on the steamer Leebro for Triangle Island, where they 
are to be set up for the mast of the new wireless 
telegraph station to be established there for the 
Dominion government.  The Leebro will leave today or 
tomorrow, carrying stores to the various light stations on 
the west coast of Vancouver Island, and will take 
wireless telegraph equipment to Pachena and Triangle 
Island. 
 
 

 
Victoria Colonist, October 15, 1909 
 

WIRELESS FOR STEAMER TEES 
 

Equipment Being Placed on the Princess Victoria—
House Being Built for the Tees 

 
   When the steamer Tees returns from her next trip from 
the west coast, the CPR coasting steamer is to be 
equipped with wireless telegraphic apparatus by the 
Unite Wireless Company, which has equipped several 
vessels of the local company.  A wireless house is now 
being built for the Tees on the CPR dock. 
 
    Work has been commenced to equip the steamer 
Princess Victoria with wireless telegraphic apparatus and 
it is expected that the steamer will receive the 
equipment during the next few days.  The steamers 
Princess Charlotte, Princess May and Princess Royal have 
already been equipped. 
 

 
Victoria Colonist, October 19, 1909 
 

WIRELESS ON THE PRINCESS VICTORIA 
 

Apparatus Installed on Three-funneled Liner—Tees 
Next to Be Equipped. 

 
    The steamer Princess Victoria will be equipped with 
wireless telegraphic apparatus when she returns from 
Seattle tomorrow, work having been commenced 
yesterday to install apparatus on the three-funneled 
liner by the United Wireless Telegraph company.  The 
Princess Victoria is the fourth of the company’s steamers 
to be equipped.  The Princess May, Princess Royal, and 
Princess Charlotte have already received installations 
and a house has been built for a wireless telegraph 
station on the steamer Tees, which sails for the west 
coast tonight. 
 
    The Tees will be the next of the steamers of the C. P. R. 
to be equipped with wireless, arrangements having been 

made for an equipment for the west coast steamer, 
which will be equipped before the end of this month. 
 
    Had the British sloops-of-war, Shearwater and 
Algerine, which went from Esquimalt to San Francisco, 
like H. M. S. Bedford, been equipped with wireless 
telegraphic apparatus, they would have received 
warning of a dangerous derelict which menaced their 
passage to the Golden Gate.  A rock laden barge went 
adrift from San Francisco bay and drifted off on the ebb 
tide, a menace to navigation near the entrance to San 
Francisco harbor.  Immediately the wireless telegraph 
stations were informed and warnings sent.  The barge 
was awash, and with a large amount of rock on it, 
proved a danger to navigation in the fog.  H. M. S. 
Bedford and the German cruiser Arcona, inbound to San 
Francisco were both notified by wireless. 
 
    At a recent convention of marine underwriters, held at 
Capetown, the installation of wireless telegraphy on all 
passenger ships was unanimously recommended.  On 
this coast the number of vessels equipped with the 
Marconi invention is steadily increasing, and every new 
vessel so equipped adds to the value of the wireless 
warnings of wandering derelicts and other dangers.  The 
stations began issuing these warnings some months ago.  
They are sent from all the stations along the coast, and 
have the right of way over all other messages. 

 
 

 
Victoria Colonist, October 25, 1909 
[partial item] 
 

IMPROVEMENTS IN WIRELESS WORK 
 

Tango Maru Brings News of Interesting Experiments off 
Japanese Coast 

 
 

    The improved wireless plant installed at the 
government station at Gonzales hill is in working 
operation, a feature of the new Marconi two kilowatt 
apparatus being that it can be attuned to take messages 
while another station is working. 
 
    The steamer Tango Maru, which arrived yesterday….. 
 
 

 
 
Victoria Times October 28, 1909 
 

IMPROVEMENTS IN WIRELESS WORK 
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Tango Maru Brings News of Interesting Experiments Off 
Japanese Coast 

 
   The improved wireless plant installed at the 
government station at Gonzales Hill is in working 
operation, a feature of the new Marconi two kilowatt 
apparatus being that it can be attuned to take messages 
while another station is working. 
 
   The steamer Tango Maru, which arrived yesterday 
brought news of some interesting wireless experiments 
made in a series of inter-communications between lines 
and shore stations shortly before she left.  The Chiyo 
Maru was off the Inubo-saki (700 nautical miles from 
Yokohama) and the Hongkong Maru, at the point of 60 
nautical miles in the rear of the above ship; that, on the 
sea of Aomori (600 nautical miles from Yokohama) was 
the Shindno Maru, at Kobe, Iyo Maru in the Korean 
straits, the Aki Maru and in the sea of Goto, Empress of 
Japan.  At that time, the expert on board the Chiyo Maru 
having clearly perceived that the said steamers were 
sending telegrams to the offices on the coast reported 
the matter to the authorities.”   
   The Kokumin Shinbun says; “The wireless telegram 
business in Japan has made very steady progress since 
the office was established on the coast of Choshi on the 
15th of May last year so much so that four offices of 
Ushiozaki Tsunoshima, Osezaki and Ochiichi have been 
opened to public communication and the ships.  The 
apparatus have been installed on the Tenyo Maru, 
Shinano Maru, Tosa Maru, Kaga Maru, Aki Maru, Iyo 
Maru, Tenyo Maru, Chiy Maru, Nippon Maru, Hongkong 
Maru and Kayo Maru.  Communications are also being 
exchanged with the Empress of China, Empress of Japan, 
the Empress of India and Minnesota and preparations 
are now being made to exchange the telegram with the 
Manchuria.  Thus within only one year or so telegram 
offices have been established five on land, seventeen on 
board ships and the communications can be exchanged 
for the distance of over one thousand nautical miles.” 
 
 

 
Victoria Colonist, November 11, 1909 
 

COMPLAINS OF AMATEUR WIRELESS 
 

Captain of German Cruiser Arcona Objected When He 
Heard “John Smith is a Fool” 

 
    The complaints by shipmasters and others regarding 
the manner in which amateur wireless operators are 
interfering with business continue, the latest to make a 
protest being Capt. Norman Schroeder of the German 
cruiser Arcona.  Capt. Schroder said: 

 
    “There is a demoralization in the wireless system of 
the Pacific which only government regulation can 
correct.  The air on the Pacific ocean is full of nonsensical 
messages which are very rapidly rendering a valuable 
service almost useless,” continued Capt. Schroeder.  
“While we were 1,000 miles at sea from San Francisco 
and I was very anxious to get into communication with 
the German consul of that city in order to announce our 
coming for the Portola.  Imagine my surprise to find that 
all I could pick up was a conglomeration of nonsensical 
messages.  One was evidently from a youth on the 
American coast, who was experimenting.  It read ‘John 
Smith is a fool’, or something of that kind.  We picked up 
messages from Honolulu and several stations on the 
American coast, but were unable to get San Francisco.” 
 
    “I believe that the wireless systems of all countries 
should be placed under governmental regulation and 
that there should be a signal which would be respected 
by all stations, one announcing an important message, 
such as sent out by a cruiser or battleship, or one from a 
ship in distress.  I understand that there are numerous 
amateurs on the American coast experimenting with the 
wireless and sending all kinds of messages in all 
directions.  There should be certain hours for sending 
messages of a certain class, and the stations should be 
placed under government regulation.  If this is not done 
the entire purpose and usefulness of wireless telegraphy 
will be defeated.” 
 
 

 
Victoria Colonist, November 12, 1909 
 

MET DEATH BY EXPLOSION 
 
…..item contained the following 
 

A Nuisance 
 
   For some time past those interested in wireless 
telegraphy have drawn attention to the difficulty of 
getting into communication with stations on this side of 
the Pacific, on the United States side, owing to the 
promiscuous use of wireless telegraphy by amateurs.  
Attention to this was drawn by the captain of the 
German cruiser Arcona.  In this connection the Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer says: “the captain of the German 
cruiser, which has been making a visit to this port 
complains that on his trip up the coast from San 
Francisco he was unable to get in wireless 
communication with any coast port, largely because of 
the fact that the air was full of silly and nonsensical 
messages being sent at random by the host of young 
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fellows who are making a top of the wireless, and who 
are experimenting at all hours in sending aimless 
messages and in trying to intercept those which are sent 
with a serious purpose. 
 

A Suggestion 
 
   “Capt. Schoder suggests, in view of this experience, 
that wireless messages should be placed under some 
kind of government control, and that the activities of 
amateurs and experimentalists should be limited to 
certain hours of the day.  Also, that messages of extreme 
urgency, such as those from a warship or a ship in 
distress, should be prefaced by some recognized signal, 
on the receipt of which all wireless stations should cease 
receiving or sending other messages until the urgent 
message has been received and transmitted. 
 
   “The complaint is a common one and has been heard 
ever since the wireless came into use.  For a time rival 
companies devoted a considerable portion of their time 
to endeavoring to break up messages sent by each other, 
rather than to the conduct of their legitimate business, 
to the confusion of all service and to the discrediting for 
a time, of the wireless system for the transmission of 
messages. 
 
   “Certainly, if the wireless is to have any considerable 
utility for the receipt of urgent messages from the 
ocean, there should be some regulation to prevent too 
much amateur interference at all times of the night and 
day.  How annoying this may become at times is shown 
by the experience of the German cruiser, an experience 
which might have been serious had it been a vessel in 
distress which was seeking to communicate with a 
shore, to be checked by the aimless messages with 
which the air was filled.” 
 
 

 
 
Victoria Colonist, November 27, 1909 
 

QUADRA RETURNS FROM CRUISE 
 

Brought Engineers of Marine Department Who have 
Been Visiting Light Stations 

 
   The Government steamer Quadra returned yesterday 
morning with G.H. Fraser, assistant engineer of the 
Marine department, and J. H. Killeen resident engineer, 
on board, after visiting Prince Rupert, Triangle Island and 
Quatsino.  The engineers inspected the work being 
carried out at Triangle Island where the tramway of the 
new lightstation is almost completed and the material is 

on the ground for a wireless telegraph station.  The 
material for construction of the lighthouse is being 
hoisted to the hilltop by a steam winch.  The weather 
was too rough to make a landing at Quatsino, where a 
new lighthouse is being placed on Entrance Island.  The 
Lawyer Island and Estevan light towers were also 
inspected, and the steamer was hurried back to part that 
the crew might vote. 
 
 

 
Victoria Colonist, November 27, 1909 
 

WIRELESS FOR LINER MAKURA 
 

Apparatus Being Installed at Vancouver on the 
Canadian-Australian Steamer 

 
   The Canadian-Australian liner Makura, Captain Gibbs, 
is to be equipped with wireless apparatus according to a 
statement made today by Mr. J. C. Irons, agent for the 
line at this port.  The apparatus will be installed while 
the vessel is at Vancouver and will be in operation by the 
time the Makura sails for Sydney on December 3. 
 
   The system employed will be the United Wireless, 
which is the one used by most of the steamers on this 
coast, and the wireless room on the Makura will be 
located right aft. 
 
   So far this vessel will be the only one of the Canadian-
Australian fleet to have a wireless system installed, and it 
has not yet been decided whether other steamers of the 
line will be similarly equipped.  If the Makura’s system 
proves successful then it is probable that the other 
vessels in the service will receive wireless equipment. 
 
   The wireless outfit to be placed on the Makura will be 
a five-kilowatt one, which is more powerful than that on 
the liner Minnesota, and in fact the most powerful on 
the coast.  The company guarantees a communication 
radius of 3,000 miles with this five-kilowatt apparatus. 
 
 

 
Daily Colonist December 1, 1909 
 

WIRELESS OVER VANCOUVER ONE 
 

Messages From Ikeda Station Pass for Most Part Over-
land 

 
  An interesting feature of the Ikeda wireless station 
which is now in commission and which has directly daily 



67News items were transcribed from the Victoria Daily Colonist Newspaper, British Columbia, Canada 

communication with Victoria is the fact that the mes-
sages in transmission pass for the most part overland.  
The distance between the Gonzales Hill station and Ikeda 
is some 500 miles.  Messages transmitted from here pass 
directly over almost the entire length of Vancouver Is-
land and then over Queen Charlotte Sound to Ikeda. The 
messages at night time are received as distinctly as those 
from Point Grey, which is over 400 miles nearer.  No 
communication can be had with Ikeda during the day 
time, and it is only possible to get in touch with the 
Queen Charlotte Island station at night. 
 
   Two more stations are to be erected by the Dominion 
government in British Columbia.  One of these will be sit-
uated at Triangle Island and the Leebro on her next rip 
will carry construction materials, supplies, and men to 
that point.  The station to be established there will be of 
similar power to those at Pachena and Gonzales Hill, and 
it is anticipated that communication will be maintained 
between here and Triangle Island over the diagonal 
length of the island.  The other station will be at Prince 
Rupert.  The construction material for this is now at Vic-
toria and will be taken north at an early opportunity.  
The Prince Rupert Station is expected to be in commis-
sion by the end of the year. 
 
   The coast-wise needs of British Columbia from ship-
ping, weather, lifesaving, and commercial standpoints 
will then be catered to by eight wireless stations.  It is 
claimed that, when all these are in operation it will be 
impossible for a wreck to happen along the coast with-
out immediate information of the disaster being trans-
mitted to either Victoria or Vancouver where aid can be 
obtained. 
 

 



68News items were transcribed from the Victoria Daily Colonist Newspaper, British Columbia, Canada 

 

1910 
 

 
The Victoria Colonist January 9, 1910 
 

USES OF WIRELESS AGAIN ILLUSTRATED 
 

Reporting of the Crippled Steamer Kaga Maru Will 
Alleviate Anxiety 

 
   The value of wireless telegraphy was again illustrated 
when the steamer Shimano Maru came in with the 
report of the accident to the Kaga maru of the same line.  
The Kaga Maru broke the tail shaft of her engines on 
December 29 when near the Aleutian Islands, eight days 
out from Victoria for Yokohama, and was proceeding 
under one engine, it being expected that she will be ten 
days late in reaching port.  Had it not been for the report 
given to her sister liner by wireless there would have 
been much anxiety regarding the delayed Kaga Maru.  
The steamer Pleiades which met with an accident and 
had to put into Dutch Harbor short of coal some years 
ago was similarly delayed, and was reinsured at forty per 
cent on arrival.  The wireless message from the Kaga 
Maru will have the effect of explaining the delay and 
reinsurance, which would probably have been effected, 
had the message not been received, will be unnecessary. 
 
 
The Victoria Colonist January 20, 1910 
 

QUADRA RETURNS FROM NORTHERN CRUISE 
 

Was Engaged in Restoring Buoys and Beacons—Loaded 
Wireless Station at Vancouver 

 
   The Dominion government steamer Quadra, Capt. 
Chas. Hackett, returned to port yesterday after a cruise 
lasting seven weeks spent in northern waters during 
which time many buoys were overhauled, and some 
were replaced, the steamer’s hold and deck being filled 
with buoys that were lifted and replaced.  At Vancouver 
on her way south the Quadra loaded the wireless 
telegraph station for Triangle island, built in sections to 
be put together by the workmen now at the northern 
isle, and, after some minor repairs are made in the 
engine room the Quadra will leave for the west coast 
bound to Triangle island.  Heavy weather interfered 
much with work in northern waters.  At Comox the 
steamer was delayed eight days in lifting the Comox 
buoy which was replaced.  Several buoys in the 
neighbourhood of Prince Rupert was also replaced.  The 
steamer went to Prince Rupert for the holidays, the 

Christmas and New Year holidays being spent at the 
northern port. 
 
______________________________________ 
 
The Victoria Colonist March 2, 1910 
 

 
 

 
 
The Victoria Colonist March 23, 1910 
 

Wireless Official From Digby Island C. P. Edwards 
Established Linked Chain of Government Stations 

Reaching from Alaska to Victoria 
 
   The steamer Princess May reached port yesterday from 
Skagway and way ports with forty passengers being the 
first vessel to report by wireless from Queen Charlotte 
Sound by way of the new station at Triangle Island, the 
Steamer Vadso returned from Prince Rupert, Stewart 
and northern BC Ports. 
 
   C. P. Edwards, Superintendent of Dominion Wireless 
Stations, returned by the Princess May after establishing 
the eighth of the stations of the Dominion Government 
on the BC Coast at Digby Island, close to Prince Rupert.  
It is expected the station will be in operation within a 
fortnight completing the chain from Alaska to Victoria. 
The station recently established at Ikeda Head on Queen 
Charlotte Islands has the highest spars of any wireless 
station, the mast being 230 feet in height. 
 

 
Victoria Daily Colonist March 23, 1910 
 

WIRELESS OFFICIAL FROM DIGBY ISLAND 
 

C.P. Edwards Established Last of Chain of Government 
Stations Reaching from Alaska to Victoria. 

 
   The steamer Princess May reached port yesterday from 
Skagway and way ports with forty passengers, being the 
first vessel to report by wireless from Queen Charlotte 
sound by way of the new station at Triangle Island, and 
the steamer Vadso returned from Prince Rupert, Stewart 
and northern British Columbia ports. 
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   C.P. Edwards, superintendent of the Dominion wireless 
stations, returned by the Princess May after establishing 
the eighth of the stations of the Dominion government 
on the British Columbia coast at Digby island, close to 
Prince Rupert.  It is expected the station will be in 
operation within a fortnight, completing the chain from 
Alaska to Victoria.  The station recently established at 
Ikeda Head on Queen Charlotte islands, has the highest 
spars of any wireless station, the mast being 230 feet in 
height. 
 

 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist May 10, 1910 
 

PREPARE FOR VISIT OF DR. DE FOREST 
 

Inventor Will Lecture on “The Wireless Age” at 
A.O.U.W. Hall This Evening—Towers Erected for 

Demonstrations 
 
   Government and city officials, business and 
professional men are invited to meet Dr. Lee De Forest, 
inventor of the wireless telephone, and the wizard of 
wireless during his visit to Victoria this week. 
 
    A luncheon is being planned by the Canadian Club in 
honor of the distinguished because of the death of King 
Edward.  However, a committee from the club will call on 
the inventor at the Empress. 
   Dr. De Forest will explain the principles of the wireless 
telephone to Victoria business men, and quite a number 
of well-known citizens will witness the demonstrations 
Thursday, including city officials who will investigate the 
wireless system with the possible view of installing it in 
Victoria sometime in the future. 
   Noah Shakespeare, postmaster of Victoria, will act as 
chairman of the meeting at A.O.U.W. hall tomorrow 
evening, when Dr. De Forest will deliver his popular 
lecture on “The Wireless Age” free to the public. 
   Electricians with the De Forest party yesterday installed 
the antenna or aerial equipment on top of the Empress 
and equipped a transmitting station on the top floor, 
Manager Jackson placing a room at the disposal of the 
inventor.  The receiving station will be in rooms 9-10 
Bownass building, where the public may witness 
Thursday’s demonstrations. 
   Dr. De Forest has been the guest of honor at many 
receptions and banquets throughout Western Canada, 
and when in Europe received the personal 
congratulations of his late Majesty King Edward VII for 
his successful demonstrations with the wireless 
telephone on vessels of the channel fleet of the British 
navy. 

 

 
 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist May 21, 1910 
 

POWERFUL WIRELESS FOR PRINCE RUPERT 
 

Five Kilowatt Instrument to Be Installed by United 
Wireless Co. on New G.T.P. Liner 

 
   The steamship Prince Rupert owned by the Grand 
Trunk Pacific Railroad, will be equipped with United 
Wireless telegraph instruments on her arrival here from 
England the latter part of this month.  The Prince Rupert 
will be given a 5-kilowatt set, with auxiliary storage 
battery apparatus in addition for use in case of 
emergency.  Should any accident happen to the power 
plant of the ship the storage batteries would be called 
into play and communication easily established with 
some land station or vessel.  This outfit will give the 
vessel a working radius, under all conditions, of at least 
2,000 miles, and under favorable conditions at night, of 
twice this distance.  All interference will be cut off 
effectually by the use of the new patented wireless 
company’s tuner, which is now claimed by wireless 
experts in all parts of the world to be the only successful 
device so far perfected that will cut out interference 
from other sources. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Victoria Daily Colonist May 22, 1910 
 

Returns From North 
 
   Mr. E. J. Haughton, superintendent of the radio 
telegraph service of the Dominion Government in British 
Columbia, returned yesterday from the north.  He has 
been visiting the northern wireless telegraph stations.  
At Prince Rupert he superintended the laying of a cable 
between Digby Island and Prince Rupert to connect the 
northern port with the wireless station on Digby Island. 
 
---------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist June 15, 1910 
 

WIRELESS CHARGES ARE ARRANGED 
 

Agreement Made Between Superintendent Haughton 
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of Government Service and the United Wireless 
Company 

 
   E. J. Haughton, superintendent of the Dominion 
Government radio-telegraph service, announces that he 
has entered into an arrangement with the United 
Wireless Company with regard to a scale of charges for 
customers communicating from steamships equipped 
with the United Wireless company’s apparatus to 
stations of the Dominion Government’s service.  The 
United Wireless Company agreed to adhere to the 
provisions of the Berlin agreement with regard to 
wireless communication.  The charges arranged are $2 
for ten words, and two cents for each subsequent word 
on steamships plying from Victoria or Vancouver to 
northern ports, sixty per cent of this charge being paid 
to the land station and forty per cent to the steamship 
station, and in cases where it is necessary to transmit 
the message from the wireless telegraph station by land 
lines the charges for that service will be added.  The 
United Wireless Company will arrange its own rates for 
service from the ferry steamers plying between Victoria, 
Vancouver and Seattle, the Dominion Government 
service stipulating that it receives as its share of the tolls 
twenty-five cents for the first ten words and two cents 
per word.  Private business is now being handled by the 
stations in the chain of the Dominion Government in 
British Columbia. 
 
   The charge for service to Prince Rupert and Ikeda is 
seventy-five cents for each additional word.  From Prince 
Rupert to Queen Charlotte Islands (Ikeda) the charge is 
fifty cents per ten words and three cents per word.  
From Ketchikan to Ikeda a rate of fifty cents per ten 
words has been arranged.  The stations will be in 
operation usually from 8 a.m. to midnight. 

 
 
“The Prince Rupert Journal” June 21, 1910 
 

ANOTHER WIRELESS 
 
   E. Hughes, superintendent of equipment in connection 
with the Dominion government wireless system on this 
coast, was in the city today on his way to the Queen 
Charlotte Islands.  He will look into the feasibility of 
establishing another wireless station at Lawn Hill. 
 

___________________________________ 
“Prince Rupert Journal” July 05, 1910 
 

U.S. WIRELESS COMPULSORY 
 

Said to Have Made it Necessary to Install System on 
Ships 

 
   A Washington dispatch reported through the United 
Wireless Company says that President Taft has signed a 
compulsory wireless telegraph bill, which will have the 
effect of compelling all American steamers to carry the 
wireless.  It will also be compulsory on all steamers 
making regular calls at American ports, whether 
American owned or not.  The new regulation does not 
go into effect at once, one year being allowed steamers 
in which to comply with the order.  It will apply to all 
steamers licensed to carry fifty passengers or a crew of 
ten men. 
 

 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist July 12, 1910 
 
   A notice to mariners has been issued regarding the 
Triangle Island light.  It reads: A lighthouse is in the 
course of construction on the summit of Triangle Island, 
the western most island of the Scott Group, Vancouver 
Island, British Columbia, and the light will be placed in 
operation on or about 1st. September 1910.  Latitude 
N50d 52m ??sec (illegible) Longitude W129d 4m 45s.  
The light will be visible all round the horizon and the 
character of the light will be published later.  A wireless 
telegraph station has been in operation on Triangle 
Island since March 1910. 
 

 
Prince Rupert Journal, July 19, 1910 
 
   Report says a wireless station will soon be erected at or 
near Lawn Hill, which will be much appreciated by the 
public. 
 
 

 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist July 26, 1910 
 

Triangle an Important Light 
 
   Resident engineer of Marine Department says location 
was selected with the idea of development of shipping. 
   The steamer Lebro returned Sunday from Triangle with 
H. C. Killen, resident engineer of the department of 
marine and fisheries on board. 
    ….work is progressing well and tower will be 
completed and ready for installation of the lantern in 4 
or 5 weeks. 
 

 
 
Prince Rupert Journal, August 02, 1910 
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WIRELESS MESSAGES 
 

   The advantages of the wireless telegraph system as an 
aid to navigation on this coast has been proved and it 
could not well be dispensed with now.  
 
   A long distance wireless message was received from 
the steamer Marama on Thursday at midnight at the 
station in Vancouver.  A call from down in the 
neighbourhood of the equator was heard and on 
answering the information received word that all was 
well aboard the steamer Marama bound to Sydney.  She 
was 2,038 miles away at the time she was speaking.  She 
further reported than the temperature was 64 and gave 
the distance she had travelled since leaving. 
 
   While this may not be a record in wireless it certainly is 
good talking.  The steamer had the new apparatus 
installed while she was in Vancouver, and it is said to be 
one of the finest ship stations afloat. 
 

 
Prince Rupert Journal, October 21, 1910 
 

NEW WIRELESS 
 

   According to information received the new Dominion 
wireless station which will be established at Skidegate, 
on Queen Charlotte Islands, will be completed in a few 
weeks and ready for business.  This new station will be 
another link in the chain of wireless stations operated by 
the Dominion government along the B.C. coast. 
 
   At present there are seven Dominion stations between 
the Straits and the international boundary on the north.  
The building for the station at Point Grey will be 
completed in the course of about two weeks, and a 
twenty four hour service established there.  Two sets of 
Marconi and two sets of United Wireless instruments 
will be located in the new building, which will house the 
operators and staff. 
 

 
Prince Rupert Journal, November 01, 1910 
 
   The wireless station at Dead Tree Point, seven miles 
north of the Indian village, is in course of erection, Mr. 
McIntyre being in charge of the work. 
 

 
Prince Rupert Journal, November 08, 1910 
 

WIRELESS SERVICE 
 

   It is gratifying indeed to know that the Dominion 
Government is at last to make the wireless station here 
fulfil the duties it was intended to do.  Hon. William 
Templeman, who more than any other member of the 
Government is responsible for the initiation of the 
system on the coast, never intended it to be a revenue 
producer.  He intended it to serve the public in the same 
way as the aids to navigation.  Unfortunately, however, 
there has been a clashing between the interests of two 
departments, that of the marine and fisheries and that 
of public works with respect to the service here which 
has practically rendered the station useless.  The new 
method to be employed will overcome this and residents 
of Prince Rupert will be enabled to get the full benefit 
from what has now become a necessary part of the 
coasting services. 
 

 
Prince Rupert Journal, November 08, 1910 
 

TO BE MADE USE OF 
 
Wireless Station Will Soon Be Brought Into Connection 

With the City 
 
The Reports Will Then be Available to the Public System 

Will Serve End Intended 
 

   On the last trip of the steamer Prince Rupert to this 
port there visited the city on official business C.P. 
Edwards and Eddie Haughton, officials of the wireless 
system operated under the charge of the marine and 
fisheries department as aids to navigation.  Their visit 
had to do with making the wireless station on Digby 
Island serve the end for which it was erected.  Up to the 
present time the station has been to a very large extent 
useless especially as compared with the other stations 
on the coast.  
 
   Connection is now to be made with the city telephone 
system so that the station may be reached by those 
interested and the movements of vessels and weather 
reports made available to those interested. 
 
   The difficulty which has existed ever since the station 
was first opened was that the connection with the city 
was made with the Dominion telegraph office, which is 
under the public works department of the Dominion 
government.  As such it is interested in creating a 
revenue and a charge was accordingly insisted upon for 
every message to the wireless station. 
 
   This was never the intention of the wireless system on 
the coast.  It was put in under the marine and fisheries 
department as an aid to navigation.  As such it was not 
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to be a revenue producer.  Steamers on the coast were 
urged to install wireless apparatus so that accidents 
might be averted or in case of trouble help could be 
sent.  The move was made in no small measure through 
the efforts of Hon. William Templeman, who following 
the wreck of the Valencia on the west coast of 
Vancouver Island, when a fearful loss of life resulted 
which might all have been averted had there been a 
wireless system in use at the time. 
 
   With the putting into commission of the wireless 
stations on the coast, reports are regularly sent from all 
the stations and the movement of vessels and weather 
conditions at all the wireless centres on the British 
Columbia coast are thus made available for the public. 
 
   In Victoria and Vancouver the stations are situated out 
of the heart of the city, but telephone service is 
maintained.  In Prince Rupert the same in now to be 
accomplished.  Arrangements are being made with the 
G.T.P. to use its telegraph line from the landing point of 
the cable from the station to a point where connections 
can be made with the city telephone. 
 
   The negotiations are under way for carrying out this 
arrangement, and when this is done the reports will be 
available for the newspapers, the shipping offices and 
other interested. 
 
   When this is done Prince Rupert will have available 
information received at the local wireless which has 
hitherto been sealed practically to the residents of the 
city, although reported regularly in Vancouver and 
Victoria through the chain of stations.  When the new 
system is inaugurated here reports from all the stations 
on the coast will be available from time to time during 
each day. 
 

 
Prince Rupert Journal, November 22, 1910 
 

Wireless Equipment 
 
   The steamer Leebro has been delivering supplies and 
material to the wireless station for several days past. 
 

 
 

 
The Prince Rupert Optimist, December 16, 1910 

 
THE “WIRELESS” TO BE IMPROVED 

DIGBY ISLAND WILL BE THE FINEST ON PACIFIC COAST 
 

Duplicate Transmitting Apparatus and Engines to Be 
Installed Insuring a Twenty-four Hour Service—Ready by 

Christmas 
 
   The wireless station on Digby Island will in a very short 
time be one of the finest on the Pacific coast.  The 
importance of the station has been fully recognised by 
the Fisheries Department and it is the intention of the 
authorities to have it fitted up with all the latest 
appliances and at the same time duplicate the 
transmitting apparatus and engines at present on the 
station. 
 
   Mr. W.H. McQueen, one of the departmental 
engineers, is now on the island looking over the station 
with a view to making arrangements for the installation 
of the improvements.  It is expected by Mr. J.E. Harker 
who is in charge of the station that all the improvements 
will be in their place and ready for operation by 
Christmas, and when that is done, he is confident that 
Digby Island will have one of the most up to date and 
best equipped stations on the coast. 
At the present time the service is a sixteen hour one but 
with the installation of the new machinery it will be 
possible to give a twenty-four hour service. 
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1911 
 

----------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
Colonist January 1, 1911 
 

New Wireless Mast 
 
   The new wireless mast, 180 feet in length and weighing 
eight tons, has been brought to the Gonzales Hill station 
and will be installed during the next few days.  
Considerable trouble was experienced in landing the 
huge pieces of timber at its destination, the service of 
ten magnificent Clydesdale horses having to be 
requisitioned.  The mast will be installed on ground 
slightly lower than on which the existing mast stands. 
_______________________ 
 
Colonist January 1, 1911 
 

WIRELESS PLANT TO BE ENLARGED 
 

Dominion Government Decides To Make Gonzales Hill 
Headquarters Of Its System In British Columbia 

 
   The Dominion government has decided to make the 
Gonzales Hill Station the headquarters of its western 
system on the Pacific Coast, and with this end in view 
has acquired an additional two acres of land at that 
point, with the purpose of providing more radiating 
space.  The wireless station at Gonzales Hill will be 
considerably added to by an increase of the present 
plant, so as to provide more power to enable 
communication being held at much longer distances 
than at present. 
 
   The new installation to be put in will be of the most 
modern and effective character.  It will enable the local 
station to maintain communication with points a 
thousand miles distant, and to report vessels at the 
same distance out at sea.  The extra land just acquired 
increases the accommodation at Gonzales Hill to three 
acres. 
 
   The decision to largely increase the power of the local 
station is a result of the recent visit here of Mr. S.J. 
Desbarats, the deputy minister for naval affairs.  Upon 
his return to Ottawa, in consultation with Mr. C.P. 
Edwards, who is superintendent of the Dominion 
wireless system in Canada, the question of whether the 
extensions should be made at Cape Lazo or Victoria 

came up for discussion.  Victoria was finally decided 
upon, and the work of installing new equipment on the 
ground acquired will commence during the present 
month. 
 

 
Prince Rupert Journal, January 03, 1911 
 
   The new law recently passed respecting wireless 
telegraphy on ships reads as follows: 
 

• Every seagoing and coasting passenger ship 

over four hundred tons gross tonnage, regis-

tered in Canada, and every seagoing and coast-

ing freight ship over twelve hundred tons gross 

tonnage, registered in Canada, shall be 

equipped with an apparatus for wireless teleg-

raphy. 

• Every owner of any such ship who neglects to 

equip it with the said apparatus shall be guilty 

of an offence, punishable on summary convic-

tion or on indictment, and be liable to a penalty 

of not less than one hundred dollars and not ex-

ceeding one thousand dollars, or to imprison-

ment for a term not exceeding twelve months, 

or to both fine and imprisonment. 

 

Prince Rupert Journal, February 14, 1911 

 

SKIDEGATE WIRELESS 
 
   C.M. McIntyre, of the Dominion Wireless service, was 
in the city this week after a trip south.  He left on 
Monday by the steamer Amur for the Queen Charlotte 
Islands where he will take steps to have the new station 
at Lone Tree Hill, near Skidegate.  
 
   The station will be known as the Skidegate station and 
will be in working order at once.  Mr. McIntyre will 
remain for a little time until he finds the plant is all in 
good order and then it will be left to the permanent 
operator who will arrive from the south. 
 
   Speaking of the wireless service, Mr. McIntyre says that 
the stations are open to do commercial business at the 
same rate as the Dominion wire. 
 
   With the opening up of the Skidegate station a very 
complete chain has been established to serve the ends 
of the shipping trade. 
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Colonist February 18, 1911 
 

New Station Complete 
 
   The new government wireless station at Dead Tree 
Point, Queen Charlotte islands, sent its first message to 
the Victoria station yesterday. 
 

 

 

 

 

Prince Rupert Journal, March 24, 1911 

 

WIRELESS EFFICIENCY 
 
   In the near future the staffs of the wireless stations on 
the British Columbia coast will be so increased that 
steamers plying these, waters within a radius of several 
hundred miles will be enabled to establish 
communication with any of the land stations at any hour 
of the day or night.  Mr. E.J. Haughton, superintendent of 
the Dominion wireless system, is now looking for 
suitable operators for the increased staff. 
 
   The continuous service has already been inaugurated 
at Gonzales Hill, Pachena and Estevan, and three men 
are now employed at these stations instead of two as 
formerly.  The increased service at all the stations will 
prove an invaluable aid to shipping, as vessels will be 
able to flash signals at any time with certainty of their 
being picked up.  It is said that when the new force is 
established there will not be a more complete wireless 
system any place in the world than on the British 
Columbia coast. 
 
   The new mast being erected at Gonzales Hill in order 
to give the station a greater radius, is nearly finished, 
and will be ready for use within a few days. 
 

 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
Colonist March 26, 1911 
 

WIRELESS SERVICE BEING IMPROVED 
 

Staffs of Dominion Government Stations are Being 
Increased so as to Give Twenty-four Hours Service 

 
Continued Wireless 

 
   The wireless stations of the British Columbia coast 
maintained by the Dominion government will shortly all 

be equipped with a twenty-four service.  The staffs of 
each station will be increased according to Mr. E.J. 
Haughton, superintendent, when at Prince Rupert.  
Continuous service is now given by the Pachena, 
Gonzales and Estevan stations. 
 
   The twenty-four-hour service will prove invaluable to 
coast navigators and also to the general public.  With 
increased wireless stations now complete at all strategic 
points and increased staffs giving the continuous service, 
the wireless system of this province will rank with the 
best in the world. 
 

 

 
Prince Rupert Journal, April 14, 1911 
 
 Residents here regret to know that Mr. Whitesides of 
the wireless station at Dead Tree Point, is ordered to 
Victoria station.  He has been most obliging and 
courteous and will be greatly missed here.  It is 
understood his successor is Mr. Howard, who brings a 
wife to enjoy the beautiful residence erected at the 
station. 
 

 
Prince Rupert Journal, May 19, 1911  
 
   Dispute between Dominion and Provincial 
governments as the size of the wireless station’s 
property.  Apparently some of the Dominion’s land has 
been sold by the Province due to some 
misunderstanding. 
 

 
Prince Rupert Journal, September 22, 1911 
 
   Mr. McIntyre, from Ikeda Wireless station, spent a few 
days among his friends last week at Skidegate and 
Queen Charlotte City. 
 

 

 
Prince Rupert Journal, November 17, 1911 
 

MORE WIRELESS STATIONS 
 
   The question of providing a greater wireless service for 
the shipping interests of this coast was a subject that 
received attention at a meeting of the Vancouver Board 
of Trade.  A letter from the British Columbia Packers’ 
Association was read to the meeting setting forth the 
need of additional wireless stations, particularly 
between Cape Lazo and Prince Rupert, which is a 
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present entirely unprovided.  After listening to several 
arguments in the matter, the board decided to petition 
the Federal government for additional stations at Alert 
Bay and Swanson Bay, as at present there is no station in 
that dangerous zone of navigation within a stretch of 
400 miles. 
 

 

 
The Victoria Colonist December 7, 1911 
 

LIFE SAVING PATROL PLANNED 
 

Government Will Put Steamer Newington Into 
Commission for This Work—Will Equip Steamer with 

Wireless 
 

OTHER IMPROVEMENTS ARE BEING ARRANGED 
 

New Shelter Stations and Thorough Coastguard Service 
Will Be Established—To Connect Lennard Island. 

 
     The Dominion government is arranging to provide a 
more efficient lifesaving service for the west coast of 
Vancouver Island.  When the government steamer 
Newington, now on a cruise to overhaul the buoys and 
beacons in Johnson straits returns to Victoria, wireless 
equipment will be placed on the vessel and if the 
arrangements now under way are carried out, the 
steamer will be placed in the lifesaving service and will 
act as a parent vessel for the lifeboats.  Equipped with 
wireless telegraphic apparatus and always in 
communication from the shore stations, the Newington 
will cruise during the winter from Victoria to Estevan, 
and if any vessel is reported in distress she will proceed 
immediately to the scene taking the nearest lifeboat 
crew to render assistance.  The Newington, which was 
formerly a tender for steam trawlers before being 
brought to this coast and sold to the government, is a 
good sea vessel and has a speed of about twelve knots 
an hour. 
 
     Other works are to be undertaken at once to improve 
the lifesaving facilities.  Arrangements are under way for 
the building of shelter stations, some of them houses 
with five rooms at intervals of every four miles along the 
west coast trail between Carmanah and Banfield creek.  
A few days ago the shelter stations at Tsushiat and Seven 
Mile creek were placed in commission and the Lysle guns 
and other lifesaving apparatus which was stored at 
Banfield is being placed in these stations.  A patrol has 
been started with a base at these two stations, and daily 
patrols are made by the coastguards and various 
lookouts in communication by telephone from the many 

shelters with the telegraph and wireless stations it is 
expected that if any vessel meets with accident the 
mishap will be quickly reported and assistance rendered 
promptly. 
 

 
 
    To further improve the facilities for communication it 
is intended to lay a cable between Tofino and Lennard 
island, the lighthouse placed off the entrance to 
Clayoquot sound, to connect up with the telegraph 
service. 
 
     Between Cape Cook and the northwest extremity of 
Vancouver Island, where the settlements are scattered, 
shelters will be established at various points where any 
shipwrecked mariner would probably find his way.  At 
these shelters placards in a number of languages giving 
directions as to the nearest settlement and the best way 
of reaching there and other information, will be posted, 
and stores of food placed for emergency. 
 
     With the Newington in the lifesaving service, 
lifesaving crews available at Banfield, Ucluelet and 
Clayoquot, the coastguard service on the west coast trail 
and the shelters and lookout stations for which plans are 
now being prepared together with the wireless 
telegraph stations with which the Newington will be 
always in communication and the improved 
communications generally, the service off the west coast 
of Vancouver island will be greatly improved. 
 
     The government steamer Quadra, which is now at 
Prince Rupert after landing supplies and materials for 
the lighthouse at Langara Island, will take material for 
the construction of the shelters westward of Cape Cook 
to the west coast after her arrival. 
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The Colonist December 9, 1911 
 

HOUSES FOR OPERATORS 
 

Tenders Invited for Construction of Buildings at Prince 
Rupert, Point Grey and Cape Lazo 

 
 
     Tenders have been invited and will be received by the 
department of the naval service until noon on December 
31 for the construction of three two-story frame 
dwellings for the wireless telegraph stations at Prince 
Rupert, Cape Lazo and Point Grey.  The new buildings 
which are intended for the use of the second operators 
at these stations are in addition to buildings now used by 
the chief operators, and each will have six rooms, 
kitchen, halls, etc.  The plans provide for a spacious living 
room, dining room and kitchen on the ground floor and 
three bedrooms and hall on the upper floor. 
 

 
Colonist December 12, 1911 
 

WIRELESS TO CROSS PACIFIC 
 

Improvements Being Made at Coast Stations—Expected 
that Estevan Will communicate Across Ocean 

 
   Improvements are being made to the wireless stations 
of the Dominion government on the British Columbia 
coast with the result that when the new system of 
synchronous discharge designed some time ago by 
officials of the radio-telegraph service, which is now 
being installed at Cape Lazo after being tested at Victoria 
is placed in other stations it is expected that Estevan will 
be able to send and receive messages between 
Vancouver Island and Japan under favorable conditions. 
 
   Mr. C.P.R. Edwardes, who is in charge of the 
radiotelegraph service of the Dominion, returned on 
board the tug William Jolliffe from a trip to the many 
stations on Sunday, and told of improvements being 
made.  It has been found necessary to increase the 
power of the coast stations owing to the great amount 
of interference by stations across the border.  Although 
the United States is a member of the Berlin conference 
regulating the use of wireless telegraphy the stations 
across the border have been found to interfere 
considerably, and in order to overcome this a system 
known as the synchronous discharge method, has been 
designed, and after a trial with success at the Victoria 
station this system is now being installed at Cape Lazo.  
The change will greatly increase the power of this 
station, giving a power of 5 1-2 kilowatts.  At Estevan, 
which station has been most successful in long distance 

work, frequent interchange of messages having taken 
place with Honolulu and with steamers from 1,500 to 
2,000 miles distant, two sets designed on the new 
system are being put in which will give the operators a 
working distance of 800 miles in daytime, and at night, it 
is expected that messages will be heard across the 
Pacific.  With the increased power at the Cape Lazo and 
Estevan stations the wireless officials expect to establish 
an alternate route for business, the message from 
Triangle Island the northern stations being transmitted 
across the island from Estevan to cape Lazo. 
 
   During his trip, in which all the stations were visited, 
from Pachena to Prince Rupert, Mr. Edwardes made a 
survey of the land at Alert Bay with a view of acquainting 
himself with the situation should it be found necessary 
at any time to erect a station there.  He does not 
consider a station there necessary at the present time, 
but with the future growth of business it may be 
necessary to install one there and another at Chatham 
point or some other point to connect with Cape Lazo to 
prove another alternate route. 
 
   The business of the coast stations is increasing very 
rapidly.  Whereas in 1909-10 the number of messages 
handled was 18,000 during the following year the total 
was 72,000, and during the half of this year which ended 
last month the total has exceeded the total of the 
previous year. 
 

 
 
The Victoria Colonist December 12, 1911 
 
   [a news item portion] 
 
    Mr. Edwards said the service is short of operators and 
efforts were being made to secure capable men who 
would remain at the stations.  In order to provide 
accommodations for married men who entered the 
service additional houses were to be constructed at the 
Cape Lazo, Point Grey, and Prince Rupert stations.  
Tenders have just been invited for the dwellings. 
 
 

 
 
The Victoria Colonist December 12, 1911 
 

WIRELESS TO CROSS PACIFIC 
 

Improvements Being Made at Coast Stations—Expected 
that Estevan Will Communicate Across Ocean 

 
   Improvements are being made to the wireless stations 
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of the Dominion government on the British Columbia 
coast with the result that when the new system of 
synchronous discharge designed some time ago by 
officials of the radio-telegraph service, which is now 
being installed at Cape Lazo after being tested at Victoria 
is placed in other stations.  It is expected that Estevan 
will be able to send and receive messages between 
Vancouver Island and Japan under favourable conditions. 
 
    Mr. C. P. R. Edwards, who is in charge of the 
radiotelegraph service of the Dominion, returned on 
board the tug William Jolliffe from a trip to the many 
stations on Sunday, and told of improvements being 
made it has been found necessary to increase the power 
of the coast stations owing to the great amount of 
interference by stations across the border.  Although the 
United States is a member of the Berlin conference 
regulating the use of wireless telegraphy the stations 
across the border have been found to interfere 
considerably, and in order to overcome this a system 
known as the synchronous discharge method, has been 
designed, and after a trial this system is now being 
installed at Cape Lazo.  This change will greatly increase 
the power of this station, giving a power of [illegible] 
kilowatts.  At Estevan, which station has been most 
successful in long distance work, frequent interchange of 
messages having taken place with Honolulu and with 
steamers from 1,500 to 2,000 miles distant, two sets 
designed on the new system are being put in which will 
give the operators a working distance of 500 miles in 
daytime, and at night, it is expected that messages will 
be heard across the Pacific.  With the increased power at 
the Cape Lazo and Estevan stations the wireless officials 
expect to establish an alternate route for business, the 
message from Triangle and the northern stations being 
transmitted across the island from Estevan to Cape Lazo. 
 
     During his trip, in which all the stations were visited, 
from Pachena to Prince Rupert, Mr. Edwards made a 
survey of the land at Alert Bay with a view of acquainting 
himself with the situation should it be found necessary 
at any time to erect a station there.  He does not 
consider a station there necessary at the present time, 
but with the future growth of business it may be 
necessary to install one there and another at Chatham 
point or some other point to connect with Cape Lazo to 
provide another alternate route. 
 
     The business of the coast stations is increasing very 
rapidly.  Whereas in 1909-10 the number of messages 
handled was 18,000 during the following year the total 
was 72,000 and during the half of this year which ended 
last month the total had exceeded the total of the 
previous year. 
 

[FWS note:  Edwardes is as spelled in the original.  
Message count is based on the Dominion fiscal year April 
to March.] 
 
 

 
Prince Rupert Journal, December 13, 1911 
 

WIRELESS HOUSE 
 

Dominion Government Will Build Additional 
Accommodation for the Staff 

  
  The Dominion government is to provide additional 
accommodation for the staff at the wireless station on 
Digby Island.  This is in common with a similar move at 
Point Grey and also at Cape Lazo.  An all night service 
being now maintained at this point, it as been decided to 
provide a home for the second and third operators as 
well as those in charge. The houses to be erected are 
frame ones, of about six rooms. 

 
Prince Rupert Journal, December 15, 1911 

 

Department of Naval Service/Radiotelegraph 

Service/Tender for Dwelling Houses 

 

   Closing December 31, 1911    

   Prince Rupert, Cape Lazo and Point Grey 

 

 

 
 
The Victoria Colonist December 22, 1911 
 

WIRELESS OPERATOR VICTIM OF ACCIDENT 
 

His Eye Injured as Result of Explosion on Gasoline 
Launch at the Pachena Station. 

 
     W. T. Hillier, a wireless telegraph operator from 
Pachena arrived on the train from Alberni yesterday with 
his right eye seriously injured as a result of an explosion 
of gasoline on his launch at the west coast light and 
wireless station.  Mr. Hillier, who was formerly the 
operator at Cape Lazo, on Wednesday, was endeavouring 
to start his launch when the gasoline exploded as a 
result of a spark communicating with it.  He went to the 
wireless station and endeavoured to get into 
communication with Banfield, a message being relayed 
by the steamer Awa Maru.  News of his accident was 
communicated to Capt. Murray of the motor lifeboat 
and he started for Pachena but the power boat broke 
down.  The injured man made the trip over the trail on 
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horseback to Banfield, and was taken from there to Port 
Alberni, where he was attended by Dr. Hilton and sent to 
Victoria for hospital treatment. 
 
 

 
 
The Victoria Colonist December 24, 1911 
 

INJURED WIRELESS MAN RECOVERING 
 

Operator Whose Eye Was Injured Progressing Nicely—
Pachena Station Unsatisfactory. 

 
    Mr. H. T. Hillyer, the operator in charge of the Pachena 
station of the Dominion wireless system on this coast, is 
making very favourable progress at the P. R. Jubilee 
hospital here, and is expected by Dr. Proudfoot, who is 
attending him, that his eye will be saved.  Hillyer, it will 
be remembered, was the victim of an accident on 
Thursday morning last being partially blinded and very 
painfully burned by a gasoline explosion while he was 
endeavouring to start a reluctant gas engine utilized for 
the operation of the wireless apparatus at Pachena.  
News of his misfortune was flashed by wireless to the 
steamship Awa Maru, returning to Seattle for repairs, 
and her commander displayed especial courtesy by 
suggesting that if a launch could be sent off with the 
injured man he would lie to with his big liner and convey 
him to port.  Unfortunately, the power lifeboat at 
Bamfield, which was requisitioned for this errand of 
mercy, broke down soon after leaving the cable station, 
and Hillyer was obliged to make the tedious journey over 
the trail to Bamfield by saddle horse, reaching Port 
Alberni from Bamfield by private launch and going 
through to Victoria by the first train over the new 
extension.  It is understood that the Pachena station is 
not working satisfactorily.  Its location not having been 
wisely made and report has it that the apparatus will 
shortly be transferred to Carmanah. 
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1912 
 

 
Daily Colonist February 25, 1912 
 
(Sunday Colonist Magazine with photos of Triangle and 
Lazo.) 
 

WIRELESS ON THE B.C. COAST 
 

   It is possibly correct to say that every adult person now 
inhabiting the earth remembers the time when, had it 
been stated that a means had been devised whereby it 
would be possible to transmit messages by mechanical 
means without the use of wires, such declaration would 
have been termed the ravings of a madman—yet today 
not only has this system has been established in all parts 
of the world, but so commonplace has it become that 
nobody thinks very much about the wonderful 
achievement any more.  No doubt the fact that 
everybody is so busy militates against an adequate 
amount of interest being shown in what must ever rank 
as the most marvelous human success in the realm of 
invention since the dawn of reaction; but, aside from 
that aspect of the matter, the benefits to mankind 
flowing from the operation of the system are so 
abundant and striking that, bringing the subject down to 
the grosser base of material things, wireless telegraphy 
seems destined to prove one of the greatest blessings 
that has ever been bestowed on mankind.  Much of the 
peril which attended the vocation of those “who go 
down to the sea in ships” has been eliminated—and of 
course the usefulness of the system in respect to aiding 
navigation is only as yet in its initial stage. 
 
   Through the courtesy of Mr. E.J. Haughton, 
superintendent of the various wireless stations in British 
Columbia maintained by the Federal Government—and 
who, by the way, is universally admitted to be the right 
man in the right place, and to whose ability much of the 
success which has attended the operation of the system 
in this Province is due—The Colonist is enabled this 
morning to present some very interesting data on this 
fascinating subject. 
 

“All-Red” Electric Belt 
 

   The British Empire will shortly be wearing a wireless 
electric belt, which will materially invigorate the “all-red” 
sections of the globe.  Rather, perhaps, we should say a 
series of electric belts—a network, in fact.  Wireless 
stations are being erected so generally throughout the 
Empire that it is now but a matter of months when high-
power wireless stations will link its every part. 
 

   The accompanying plan of half the world which has 
been redrawn and adapted from an illustration in 
Graphic, shows the new scheme for a chain of British 
Marconi stations to be directly controlled by the General 
Post Office.  About 25 new stations will have to be built 
to complete the chain, and these will cost £1,500,000.  It 
is estimated that the cost of maintaining the stations will 
be £200,000 a year, and that the revenue produced will 
be £600,000, taking the daily business as 15,000 words 
transmitted from each station. 
 
   Great Britain is the only Power in the world which 
could link up its dominions in this way.  A glance at the 
map shows how the positions of the units of British 
territory—the all read sections of the geography book—
are sufficiently close together not only to form a chain 
between them but to permit of every ship in the 
mercantile and naval marines being in touch with one or 
another of the Empire’s wireless stations, and so with 
the centre of the Empire itself.  Nor must it be forgotten 
that a wireless message travels at the speed of 186,000 
miles a second.  If a message could be let loose here, 
with a sufficiently powerful current behind it, in one 
second it could get round the world seven or eight times. 
 

Wireless on B.C. Coast 
 

   In September, 1907, the first wireless stations to be 
owned and operated entirely by the Canadian 
Government were opened at Gonzales Hill (Victoria), 
Point Grey (Vancouver), Cape Lazo (Comox), Pachena 
(Bamfield), Estevan (Hesquiot)—five one-kilowatt 
stations fitted with apparatus of the Shoemaker type.  At 
all places but Point Grey a mast had to be erected to 
suspend the necessary aerial wires. 
 
   At Point Grey a splendid specimen of British Columbia 
fir was selected, 230 feet high, perfectly straight.  This 
was “limbed” and “stepped” (spiked).  The rigger whose 
duty it was to prepare the stick for the aerial had worked 
his way almost to the top of the tree, when he noticed 
what was apparently a gigantic bird’s nest.  It was 
necessary for him to chop his way through this mass of 
tangled bows and leaves, which proved to be an 
abandoned eagle’s next. 
 
   At the time of the building of the station it was not 
known whether successful communication would be had 
between all of them.  However, Victoria and Point Grey 
had no difficulty in communicating with each other, 
Point Grey and Cape Lazo, Pachena and Estevan worked 
well but no “signals” were received between Victoria 
and Pachena, the all-important link in the chain. 
 
   At this time the United States Government decided to 
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rebuild Tatoosh station, which had been idle for a long 
time.  This station was in operation in December, 1907, 
and good communication was obtained between 
Victoria and that point, connecting up Victoria with 
Pachena and Estevan. 
 
   The distance between Victoria and Pachena as the 
“crow flies” is approximately 70 miles, all overland, and 
many high mountains intervening. 
 
   In September, 1909, it was decided, after numerous 
futile experiments, to increase the power of Victoria and 
Pachena stations, making them three-kilowatt stations 
and putting up longer aerials. 
 
   This was done, with the result that satisfactory 
communication was established.  Since that date many 
improvements have been made in the apparatus of all 
stations; the service has been gradually increased from 
one man at a station and a report every two hours, to 
three men at each station and a continuous watch kept 
for every minute of the 24.  A complete duplicate set of 
apparatus has been installed at every station, so that the 
failure of any one of them has been reduced to a 
minimum. 
 

Remarkable Strides 
 

   The remarkable strides that wireless telegraphy has 
taken on this coast is evidenced by the following 
statistics: 
   1907—Five Canadian stations not inter-
communicating.  Three small power stations owned by 
the Pacific Wireless Company at Victoria, Port Townsend 
and Seattle.  Three vessels with commercial equipments 
and a few U.S. Government stations operating. 
 
   1912—Nine Canadian Government stations all 
intercommunicating and keeping up constant connection 
between Victoria and Prince Rupert and vessels at sea.  
Over one hundred and fifty coasting and seagoing 
vessels equipped with modern wireless apparatus, of 
different types.  The U.S. navy operates a chain of 
stations between Bremerton, Wash., and San Diego, Cal.  
The U.S. army have several stations in the Sound and 
Alaska.  The United Wireless operates extensively in the 
Sound, Oregon and California. 
 

The Business Handled 
 

   The incidents in which the wireless is of assistance to 
ships have become so ordinary that no particular note is 
taken, unless in circumstances such as are described in 
the following official report issued by the Naval Service: 
 

   The business handled by the above stations during the 
preceding fiscal year 1090-10 was 18,469 messages, 
containing 265,414 words.  The present year shows an 
increase of 43,919 messages and 527,588 words over 
last year’s business. 
 
   The West Coast stations continue to handle the 
weather reports for the Meteorological Branch of the 
Marine and Fisheries Department, and the service given 
has proved very satisfactory. 
 
    During the year special attention has been given to the 
Signal Service reports provided by the stations, and 
every effort has been made to perfect the organization 
in this connection.  Each station prepares three times 
daily at 8 a.m., noon and 6 p.m., a report containing the 
following information: 

• Barometer reading. 

• Temperature. 

• Strength and direction of wind. 

• General weather conditions. 

• Shipping sighted and time of same. 

• Shipping spoke by wireless, location and time of 
same. 

   This report is forwarded by wireless to (Vancouver) 
stations, and is kept on file at these offices.  Ships 
equipped with wireless telegraph apparatus are 
practically always in touch with one or other of the 
stations, and the Prince Rupert, Victoria and Point Grey 
we are thus enabled to keep a constant record of their 
movements.  The three stations mentioned above are 
connected with the local telephone exchanges and all 
information contained in the signal service report is 
given to the public free of charge upon request. 
 
   On June 1, 1911, a commercial service was inaugurated 
in connection with the stations on the Pacific Coast.  The 
stations will now handle all business offering to and from 
the ships, also local business between stations.  The 
rates charged are $1.20 for the first ten words of text, 12 
cents for each additional word of text on all messages to 
and from ships, with the exception of messages to and 
from ships on the ship’s business, on which a reduced 
rate of 50 cents and 3 cents is given, and on messages to 
and from ships on the ferry run between Vancouver, 
Victoria and Seattle, on which a rate of 25 cents and 1 
cent is given. 
 
   A twenty-four hour watch is kept on all the above 
stations with the exception of Ikeda Head (8 a.m. to 12 
p.m.) and Dead Tree Point (8 a.m. to 6 p.m.) and the 
stations are instantly available in case of casualties to 
steamers. 
 

Assisting Distressed Vessels 
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   The wireless service has proved its usefulness in 
several of the latter which have occurred on the coast 
during the past year, of which the following the most 
important: 
   December 2, 1910, the SS Northwestern, Capt. Croskey, 
owned by the Alaska Steamship Co., ran ashore on Pile 
Point, San Juan Island, Washington.  She sent out 
wireless distress calls, which were responded to by our 
Victoria Station and the C.P.R. steamer Tees; the B.C. 
Salvage Company was communicated with and the 
wrecking steamer Salvor sent to her assistance. 
   January 27, 1911, the steamer Cottage City, owned by 
the Pacific Coast Steamship Co., ran ashore on Cape 
Mudge in a blinding snowstorm.  She sent out distress 
signals, and her owners were communicated with by our 
Cape Lazo Station.  The vessel was abandoned half an 
hour after striking. 
   February 2?, 1911, the steamer Princess Adelaide, 
Capt. ----, owned by the C.P.R. Co. grounded on Apple 
Cove Point.  Communication was immediately 
established with the Victoria station; the vessel was 
floated the next morning. 
   February 3, 1911, the steamer Victoria, owned by the 
Alaska Steamship Co., ran ashore on Cape Mudge.  
Communication was immediately established with Cape 
Lazo station.  The vessel was floated without damage 
and no assistance was required. 
   February 3, 1911, the steamer Titania, Capt. Kreeger, 
ran ashore on Stuart Island.  This steamer was not 
equipped with wireless, but sent a boat to the nearest 
wireless station, which conveyed the news to Victoria, 
and the desired assistance was obtained. 
 

Night Work on the West Coast 
 

   The peculiar phenomena affecting the range of 
wireless telegraph stations on the West Coast has been 
very marked during the past year.  It has been observed 
that between sunset and sunrise during the fall, winter 
and spring months, the range of the stations, both for 
transmitting and receiving, is increased from 300 to 500 
per cent.  The phenomenon is somewhat erratic.  On 
some nights it is continuous and constant 
communication can be maintained with another station 
within the zone, but on other nights it is intermittent 
and communication may be excellent for an hour when 
the signals will suddenly fade away and then after a 
short period come on again.  This may occur several 
times during the transmission of one message. 
 
   The greatest distance over which communication has 
been established under these conditions is between 
Triangle Island and Honolulu, a distance of 
approximately 2,500 miles.  The daylight range of the 

Triangle equipment is 400 miles. 
 
   Another peculiar feature in connection with the above 
is that while the Victoria Station is in communication 
practically every night with Ikeda Head 400 miles north, 
250 of which are over highland, and with the stations 
along the west coast of the United States as far down as 
San Diego, 1,000 miles south of Victoria, all of which is 
over high land, including the Cascade Range and the 
Sierra Nevada, rising to the height of 15,000 feet, no 
improvement has ever been noticed in the 
communication between Pachena Point, B.C., and 
Victoria, B.C., 7? Miles apart. 
 
   No reasonable explanation for the same has yet been 
discovered.  A systematic observance of the phenomena 
is being made and when more precise information is 
available there is no doubt some satisfactory explanation 
will be forthcoming. 
 

The Point Grey Station 
 

(The right hand margin is cut off in the original and I’ve 
put in ? to mark missing words and bracketed my 
guesses.  FWS)    
It has been hardly five years since Mr. ? James, 
superintendent of the Point Grey Wireless Station ticked 
off his messages and received replies from a small 
ro(om) At the back of the kitchen in his cottage at t???? 
Point.  Now there is a separate three room building, 
three shifts of operators, and seve??? Instruments.     
   The station was established in 19?? When a Mr. 
Patterson was installed in charge.  Re resigned in a few 
months and Mr. Jan?? took over the management, 
occupying, w??? Mrs. James, the cottage at the extreme 
end ?? Point Grey.  A room was partitioned off ???? 
behind the kitchen for the working of the wireless 
instrument, while the generating engine was put in the 
cellar below the room.  A g(iant) Douglas fir which had 
escaped the ravages of fire and woodsmen, was made 
the antenna for the station.  The tree is 225 feet high, 
??? great wire ropes keep it erect.  At the t(ime) he took 
over the management, Mr. James’ r(esi)dence was some 
three miles from anyb(ody) else’s. 
   In 1908 Mr. J.H.McDonald of Vancouver joined the staff 
becoming second operator, ???? a service was 
established for 8 a.m. to a??? 11:30 p.m.  He lived in the 
cottage for a ??? and helped to work in the room behind 
????kitchen.  Two years ago the equipment ???? found 
to be altogether inadequate and the ???? engine of 
three horse-power, the instruments and other apparatus 
were moved to the new building nearer the water.  Last 
sun??? it was decided that an all-night service ???? 
necessary, and Mr. E.Rain was added to ??? staff.  He 
moved to the Point with his wife and child and has been 
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living in a large d???? tent, finding it of ample warmth 
through ??? winter.   
 
   When Mr. Edwards, a director fo the Dominion 
Government Wireless System, ???? visiting the Coast last 
fall, he complimented Mr. James and his staff upon their 
efficiency.  He was in communication with the location 
each day throughout his voyage  t??? north, and it was 
as much through the ???? Grey station as though any 
other that ??? world knew of the wrecking and salvage 
???? C.P.R. freighter Tees.  The Point Grey station was 
the first to give the public news ??? the stranding of the 
Pacific Coast steamer Spokane in Seymour Narrows last 
???.  The same station has been of inestimable ??? to 
the G.T.P and C.P.R vessels equipped with wireless during 
a fog.  Although it ??? the most powerful on the British 
Columbia coast, the station is practically  ??? 
communication with the United States station at 
Ketchikan, Alaska.  More…….(too poor to read further). 
 

 
Prince Rupert Journal, April 09, 1912 

 

ANOTHER WIRELESS 
 

Alert Bay Will Have a Station Established There 
 
   Another wireless telegraph station is to be built by the 
Department of the Naval Service of Canada, increasing 
the chain of stations on the British Columbia coast to 
ten.  The new station will be located at Alert Bay and will 
be a full power station.  The new station is expected to 
facilitate communication from vessels navigating the 
waterway between Vancouver Island and the mainland 
when between the Cape Lazo station and the north end 
of Vancouver Island.  Alert Bay, where the new station 
will be located, is situated on Cormorant Island, and is a 
port of call of the northern coasting steamers.  The 
settlement, with a cannery and village at one end of the 
native village, which has some of the most picturesque 
Indian houses and totems, and Church of England 
mission, saw mill, store at the other end, has two 
wharves.  The bay was named after H.M. screw corvette 
Alert, which was stationed in these waters from 1858 to 
1861. 
 
   In addition to the establishment of the new wireless 
station at Alert Bay the wireless service is to increase the 
power of the Pachena and Estevan stations on the west 
coast of Vancouver Island from two kilowatts to five 
kilowatts and install the new type of apparatus, known 
as the rotary disc type, which has recently been tried 
with great success at the Cape Lazo station.  This will 
greatly increase the distance with which the two west 
coast stations can work, and it is considered with good 

working conditions that communication across the 
Pacific Ocean will be maintained. 
 
   A license has been given to the Hamilton Powder 
Company for the installation of a private wireless station 
on Bowen Island for use in connection with the business 
of the explosive company. 
 

 
Daily Colonist June 12, 1912 
 

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVAL SERVICE 
 

Radio-Telegraph Branch 
 
   Sealed tenders, addressed to the undersigned, and 
endorsed “Tender for the Erection of an operating House 
and Double Dwelling, at Alert Bay,” at Cormorant Island, 
B.C., will be received at this office until noon on July 1st, 
1912. 
 
   Persons tendering…… 
 
…..Department of the Naval Service. 
 

 
Colonist June 30, 1912 
 

TOWERLESS WIRELESS 
 
   “Wireless” telegraphy is something of a misnomer, 
since wires are essential to its operation, though they do 
not extend from station to station.  At both stations 
there are wires called “Antennae”, stretching from the 
ground far up into the air, and in long-distance systems, 
where these wires must be long, they are often upheld 
by lofty towers.  In Paris the Eiffel tower has been 
pressed into service for this purpose.  These great 
towers, like rigid lacework springing aloft, lend 
picturesqueness to a wireless station and make it 
conspicuous far and wide; but this is rather a 
disadvantage than otherwise, especially in war, the 
towers would make beautiful targets.  A system which, it 
is claimed, can be operated without any towers at all has 
now been devised by Professor Zehunder of Berlin, who 
stretches his wire horizontally instead of carrying it up 
into the air.  Says a writer who describes Zehunder’s 
“towerless” system to readers of The Revue Scientifque 
(Paris): 
 
   “This system does away with antennae entirely and 
uses only an ordinary insulated wire, carried like a 
common telegraph line and having its two ends 
connected with the earth.  The total length of this wire, 
between the two earth contacts, need not exceed a half 
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wave-length of the alternating current used.  If, for 
instance, the wave-length in air is 4,500 meters (about 2 
½ miles), which is sufficient for trans-Atlantic service, the 
earth contacts would be placed at about 900 meters 
(3,000 feet) on the ground or only 250 meters (750 feet) 
in water…. 
 
   “The new system constitutes at the same time a new 
method of directed radio-telegraphy, the direction of the 
wire fixing the radio-telegraphic receiver, the direction of 
the most favorable direction of transmission.  Similarly, 
when for the transmitter is substituted a wire shows the 
best direction of reception. 
 
   “This system, despite the provisional character of the 
details, has made it possible to send, without antennae, 
telegrams to a distance of several hundred kilometers, 
with a small transmitter.  By using an ordinary receiver 
Zehunder has been able to receive in the suburbs of 
Berlin dispatches crossing the Atlantic from a distance of 
several hundred kilometers—from Canada, for example. 
 
   “The Zehnder system assures a final advantage—
namely, the possibility of ….rest is illegible. 
 
 

 
Daily Colonist August 1, 1912 
 

NEW WIRELESS STATION 
 

Superintendent of Radiotelegraph Service Returns from 
Alert Bay—To Be Ready by October 

 
   Supt. E.J. Haughton, of the Dominion government 
radio-telegraph service, has returned from Alert Bay, 
where he went to overlook the work in building the new 
wireless telegraph station at Alert Bay.  The site has been 
cleared and excavations for the dwelling completed.  The 
mast is being erected on a hill in the rear of the B.C. 
Packers’ cannery, on the highest spot of Cormorant 
Island, on which Alert Bay is situated, skirting a 
picturesque bay.  A tramway 900 feet in length is being 
built to carry stores to the station on the hilltop.  The 
dwelling for the operators is expected to be completed 
by August 15, and the new station will probably be in 
operation by October. 
 

 
Prince Rupert Journal, October 27, 1912 

 

Going to Ikeda 
 

  C.M. McIntyre, who has charge of the construction 
work on wireless stations in this coast, has returned to 

the city.  He will leave for Ikeda, where he will have 
charge of the station for a time, relieving the regular 
operator there. 
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1913 

 

 
Daily Colonist January 10, 1913 
 

TEN WIRELESS STATIONS OPEN 
Alert Bay Has Been Added to the Chain Which Helps to 

Safeguard Navigation on the British Columbia Coast 
 

   One after another in rapid succession there are being 
added aids to navigation all along the Coast of British 
Columbia which have already made it the best lighted 
and protected shore of any country.  The present 
Minister of Marine is especially wide-awake to the needs 
of shipping and is anxious that nothing should be left 
undone that may add to the safety of the increasing 
amount of shipping which uses the waters of the 
Province. 
 
   The line of wireless stations which has been set along 
the Coast is not equaled in any part of the Dominion or 
on any other coast.  There are today ten of these in 
active operation, the tenth, what will be known as the 
Alert Bay Station, having been put into operation on 
Thursday. 
 
   CFD will be the call for the new station, which will 
prove to be a great convenience to all shipping using the 
inner passage to the North.  The station is perched on 
top of an eminence 150 feet high, and from it there will 
be a full view of all vessels passing north to south.  It is 
at the upper end of Johnstone Strait, and vessels will be 
able to report their movements after they have left 
Chatham Point. 
 

Station Well Equipped 
 

   This station is equipped with the highest power 
instruments in use in the radio-telegraph service, and is 
in every way one of the best in the chain.  The power 
available is five and one-half kilowatts.  A Douglas fir tree 
was utilized in the providing of a mast, a sold stump 120 
feet high having being selected.  On this has been raised 
a further mast of sixty feet, so that the whole height is 
180 feet.  It will be possible to communicate with the 
stations at Ikeda, Triangle and Prince Rupert. 
 
   The station as a whole has been well built and ranks 
with the best that has been put up in this service.  There 
is a double dwelling for the staff, and operating house 
and necessary store-houses.  Four acres of ground 
surround the station and leading up from the wharf 
which has been built at tide-water there is a tramway of 
one thousand feet in length for the hauling of supplies. 

 
   The staff is only a temporary one as yet, no permanent 
appointments having been made. 
 
   The ten stations now in operation are: Gonzales Hill, 
Victoria; Point Grey, Cape Lazo, Pachena, Estevan, 
Triangle Island, Dead Tree Point (Skidegate), Ikeda, 
Prince Rupert and Alert Bay. 
 
 
Daily Colonist February 7, 1913 
 

WIRELESS CALLS FROM TRIANGLE 
 

Record for Long Distance Communication in Pacific 
Coast Service Is Made There—Speaking Ship 3,476 

Miles 
 
   Triangle Island is a small spot of land off the northern 
point of Vancouver Island, the outermost of the chain of 
islets known as the Scott Islands.  It has become known 
to the general public of late as the site of one of the 
Dominion Government's line of wireless stations along 
the coast of British Columbia. 
 
   The station is especially favorably situated for the 
sending and reception of messages from long distances, 
and the record among operators of the radio-telegraph 
staff was made there a few months ago, following 
several other records made at different times since the 
station was opened. 
 
   Standing at a height of 600 feet above the level of the 
sea, the height of the aerials is still further extended by 
masts of 180 feet in height, making a total height of the 
receiving wires above the water of 780 feet.  This, and 
the fact that it stands out so far from the coast, gives the 
station a great radius, and it is able to communicate with 
vessels at distances much beyond the reach of other 
stations.  The trans-Pacific steamers frequently 
announce their approach to the coast through Triangle, 
and a deal of business other wise is transacted through 
it. 
 
   The record long-distance communication was had with 
the steamship Korea at 6:40 on the morning of 
December 6 last, when the captain reported the position 
of his vessel as being 24.08 north latitude, 176.42 east 
longitude. This would place her the great distance of 
3476 miles from Triangle Island.  The operator at the 
instrument at the time was Mr. John J. Berry, who has 
recently been transferred to the Gonzales Hill station.  
The same operator caught the longest daylight call 
recorded in the service at 4:15 pm on December 29, 
when he spoke with the Empress of Japan at a distance 
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of 590 miles. 
 
   Last October, the same steamer was spoken at a 
distance of 2500 miles during the night, and the chief 
operator at Triangle, Mr. W.J. Bowerman, communicated 
with the steamer Siberia earlier that month, when she 
was 250 miles west of Honolulu, or 2750 miles away 
from the station. 
 
   Talking with vessels which are 2000 miles away is 
nothing unusual at Triangle.  It is a feature of the station 
that its work in this way is consistent, and these long-
distance records are not “flukes”, as in the case of some 
of the recorded instances which come from south of the 
line.  Not a call of distress can be sent out of any point 
on the West Coast of Vancouver Island but it will be 
caught at Triangle, and if it has not been heard at any 
other station, its reception here is certain through that 
means. 
 
   Life on the island is rather lonesome, as there are no 
other inhabitants on it than the lighthouse keeper and 
his family and the wireless operators, and transfers take 
place after a man has been there a twelvemonth or so.  
The lighthouse tender gets around every three months 
with supplies and mail, and in the consignment not the 
least welcome thing is the box of late magazines, papers 
and books that is sent up by Mr. E.J. Haughton, 
superintendent of the Dominion Radio-Telegraph Service 
on the Pacific Coast, to alleviate the loneliness of the 
little colony. 
 

 
Prince Rupert Journal, May 15, 1913  

 

SUPERINTENDENT OF WIRELESS HERE 
E.J. HAUGHTON, WHO HAS CHARGE OF GOVERNMENT 

SERVICE ON COAST, IS IN THE CITY 
 

He Has Come on a Tour of Inspection of the Service—
His Stay Here Will Be Only a Short One at This Time 

 
   Among those who reached the city yesterday by the 
Prince Rupert was E.J. Haughton, superintendent of 
wireless stations on this coast.  He is here on a tour of 
inspection and today is at the station on Digby Island.  
He expects to leave for the south by the Prince Rupert 
on Friday morning. 
 
   Mr. Haughton, who makes his headquarters in Victoria, 
served in the regular telegraph service for years before 
the introduction of the wireless system.  He transferred 
to the new system with the opening of the stations on 
this coast by the Dominion Government and was finally 
given the post of superintendent of the Pacific.  In this 

capacity the Government stations all come under his 
supervision. 
 
   Hr. Haughton is an enthusiast in the matter of the 
wireless and in no small measure it is due to his 
management that the system on this coast has been 
brought to the condition where it is to be relied upon at 
all times.  The wireless has, therefore, been readily 
called into requisition when any wire trouble exists, and 
with good results in every case.  The charge, moreover, is 
the same as by the land wire. 
 
   (He left on the 16th for the south.) 
 
   The new station at Alert Bay, Mr. Haughton says, is a 
model in every respect.  It has all the latest 
improvements and is very satisfactory in its work. 
 

 
Prince Rupert Journal, May 15, 1913 
 

GOES ON QUADRA 
 

   Wireless Operator McDonald, at the Digby Station, is to 
take the post of operator on the Government steamer 
Quadra.  He has been stationed here for some months, 
having been at Point Grey previous to that. 
 

 
Prince Rupert Journal,  May 21, 1913 
 
   Wireless Operator Lucas will be transferred from the 
Quadra to the new vessel. 
 

 
Daily Colonist May 22, 1913 
 

Inspected Wireless Station 
 

   Mr. E.J. Haughton, inspector of wireless stations, has 
just concluded a visit to Digby Island, Prince Rupert, 
where he made a thorough examination of the whole 
plant, and expressed himself as well satisfied with 
everything.  If it is possible to improve the service, and 
be of greater benefit to the public than it is now, thin will 
be done, but the station, as it now is, is one of the best 
on the Coast, and has given excellent satisfaction since 
its establishment a few years ago.  Mr. DeWinter is the 
operator in charge.  Mr. Haughton will go North again in 
July, accompanied by Mr. C.P. Edwards, general 
superintendent of Canadian wireless stations, with 
headquarters in Ottawa. 
 

 
Daily Colonist May 24, 1913 
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WIRELESS STAION IS PUZZLED IN MESSAGES 

 
   GENEVA, May 23—During the last fortnight, the 
wireless installations around Lake Geneva, from the Fort 
of St. Maurice over 3,000 feet high above Sion, to this 
city, have been puzzled by receiving fragments of 
personal conversation and portions of waltzes, such as 
the Merry Widow, the Italian National Hymn, etc. 
 
   Today the mystery is explained.  M. Roberto Galetti, an 
Italian civil engineer, has discovered, after many years of 
experiments, the wireless telephone.  He has established 
stations at Lausanne, and to amuse a friend the Italian 
engineer places a phonograph in front of the wireless 
phone, and hence the Merry Widow was heard in the 
Alps. 
 

 
Daily Colonist August 15, 1913 
 

OFFICIALS INSPECT WIRELESS STATIONS 
 

Minister, Deputy Minister and the District 
Superintendent Make Tour—Experience With Cable 

Tramway. 
 

   Under the guidance of District Superintendent E.J. 
Haughton, the wireless stations at Gonzales Hill, Point 
Grey, Alert Bay and Digby Island were inspected by Hon. 
J.D. Hazen and Mr. G.J. Desbarats, Deputy Minister. 
 
   At Digby Island the party had the novel sensation of 
being transported to the wireless station by a cable 
tramway.  The station is situated on a hill about three 
hundred feet high, and the greater portion of the 
tramway is at an angle of forty degrees.  It was noticed 
that the party were not at all comfortable during the 
journey, but as they were out to inspect all the 
Government works possible, a little dangerous travelling 
did not frighten them off. 
 
   Considerable clearing will be done at Digby Island this 
fall in order that the wireless staff may be able to keep a 
garden and take exercise. 
 
   On the way south, by the kindness of the Grand Trunk, 
the SS Prince Rupert was stopped at Alert Bay to allow 
the Deputy Minister and District Superintendent to visit 
that station, which has been in operation since the first 
of the year.  A splendid site for the station was secured 
at this point and about three acres cleared.  A double 
dwelling for the accommodation of the operators has 
been built, and an operating house with two duplicate 
plants for handling the wireless business. 

 
   The station and dwelling house has been placed on a 
hill about 1,500 feet from the water, a right of way about 
fifty feet was cleared and a tramway built from the water 
up, to enable supplies to be taken to the top of the hill. 
 
   The operating house has been so placed that the 
operator has a splendid view of the water, and is 
enabled to report passing vessels not equipped with 
wireless by the aid of a telescope.  This station 
communicates with Triangle Island, and has proven a 
boon to the settlers and to vessels touching at the port 
not equipped with wireless. 
 
    It is expected that a telephone line will soon be built 
connecting the wireless station with the new coal mines 
at Suquash and intermediate points. 
 
   The Point Grey station was also visited by Mr. 
Desbarats and the District Superintendent.  It is the 
intention of the Government to fence the property at 
Point Grey and otherwise beautify the place, in order 
that it may harmonize with the University buildings, 
which are to be constructed at an early date. 
 
   Mr. Desbarats expressed himself as very well satisfied 
with all the stations he visited, everything being in fine 
shape.  He is also very gratified at the large increase in 
the revenue from the wireless and looks forward to still 
further increase for the coming year.  As an alternate 
route at Prince Rupert, the public are well served with 
communication with the outer world by the wireless. 
 
   The Gonzales Hill station has three wires connecting 
the city with the wireless service, the G.N.W., the C.P.R. 
and Dominion Government Line.  The wireless station is 
not only available for ships at sea, but to points on land 
in Alaska, the Queen Charlotte Islands and the Yukon. 
 
   The value of wireless as a means of communication is 
being recognized by large concerns in the North, such as 
the B.C. Fisheries, Powell River Pulp Co., etc.  These firms 
intend to obtain licenses from the Government and 
connect up their plants with the nearest wireless station.  
This is an ideal method of communications for large 
concerns not on the regular telegraph lines and close to 
a wireless station.  A plan is now under consideration to 
connect the station by telephone with the Suquash coal 
mines, a distance of about 14 miles.  The scope of 
usefulness of the station has been materially increased 
lately by the constantly growing practice of vessels, not 
equipped with wireless apparatus, putting in at Alert Bay 
and having messages transmitted to owners at ports 
hundreds of miles away, or to sister vessels at sea, 
thereby saying officers and crew many valuable hours. 
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    Three operators are regularly employed at the station, 
and their quarters consist of a double dwelling of 12 
rooms.  The house is modern in every respect, being 
piped with hot and cold water, while the operating 
room, which stands about 20 feet in the rear of the living 
house, is lighted by electric power.  Household and 
electric supplies are landed on the beach by visiting 
steamers, and are hauled up along a miniature tramway 
about 1,200 feet in length by a small gasoline engine. 
 
    A unique condition with regard to the water supply 
exists in that, while the wells of settlers at the bottom of 
the hill and the wells sunk by the B.C. Fisheries and the 
Indian agency are continually running dry, there is an 
abundant supply of good water at the top of the hill.  A 
small pumping engine draws this water from the well to 
a large elevated cistern, whence it is distributed by 
gravity to the living quarters. 
 
    About four acres have already been cleared around 
the station, although actually construction work has only 
been finished a few months and with its up-to-date 
equipment and fine buildings this station promises to be 
one of the show pieces of the service. 
 

 
Colonist September 17, 1913 
 

ALERT BAY STATION IS WELL EQUIPPED 
 

Improved Devices Fit It for Efficient Wireless Work—
Able to Communicate Over Long Distances 

 
   “The recent installation of several improved electrical 
devices in the radio-telegraphic equipment at Alert Bay 
has made this station one of the most compactly built 
and efficient wireless stations in this territory,” says Mr. 
E.J. Haughton, district superintendent of the B.C. 
service.” 
 
    Standing sentinel on the crest of a high eminence, 
which rises 250 feet almost sheer from the waters of the 
bay, the two masts on which the aerial is strung are 
clearly visible to ships passing many miles out.  For the 
lower part of one of these masts, a standing fir has been 
used, and to this a long stick, has been spliced, raising 
the top of the mast to the height of 200 feet above the 
ground, or 450 feet above sea level.  The other mast, of 
approximately the same height is built up of three sticks 
and the length of the aerial is 1,200 feet. 
 
    The station is equipped with one five and a half 
kilowatt set, and one three kilowatt wet, and messages 
are received from Triangle, Queen Charlotte Island and 

vessels at sea.  Messages that are received are 
transmitted to Point Grey and Gonzales hill, and from 
these points by land lines to their destinations. 

 
Colonist September 20, 1913 
 

TAKES OUT 17,000 TONS 
 

Hill Steamship Minnesota Will Have Huge Cargo on 
Next Outward Trip to the Orient 

 
 
 

 
 
  When the giant Hill liner Minnesota, of the Great 
Northern Steamship Company, puts to sea September 
29, bound for ports in the Orient, she will have 
shipments of 17,000 dead weight tons in her holds. 
 
   The vessel since her arrival from the Orient has been 
equipped with the latest type of wireless equipment, 
with a synchronous rotary spark gap, shipped from New 
York.  The equipment will give more efficiency in aerial 
dispatches and increase the distance Marconi-grams 
may be sent and received with accuracy, from 1,550 to 
2,000 miles, the greatest range of wireless 
communication of any vessel plying the North Pacific.  A 
new wireless room has been built on the hurricane deck, 
and the old station on the lower deck aft abandoned. 
 
   The vessel will also have one of the biggest passenger 
lists she has ever carried, 120 cabin passengers having 
been booked for the voyage. 
 

 
 

 
Daily Colonist September 23, 1913 
 

EXTENSION OF WIRELESS 
 

Commercial Firms in Outlying Parts of Province Seek 
Permission to Erect Small Stations 

 
Ottawa, Sept 21—The naval service department is 
receiving many applications from commercial firs in 
outlying parts of British Columbia for licenses to erect 
small wireless stations which will assure them 
communication with the outside world. 
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   Two wireless stations on the Queen Charlotte Islands 
are being connected with the Interior by telephone lines.  
This will be of great advantage as there is no cable 
service from Queen Charlottes Islands to the mainland. 
 

 
Daily Colonist September 25, 1913 
 

PRIVATE WIRELESS STATIONS OPERATED 
 

Employment of Radio-Telegraphy Proves Convenient at 
Points Where Land Wires and Cables Are Lacking 

 
 
   “Commercial firms throughout the Province have been 
quick to realize the advantages of the establishment of a 
private wireless station, especially in those districts not 
connected by land wires or cables,” said Mr. E.J. 
Haughton, district superintendent of the Dominion 
Radio-Telegraph service, commenting on a dispatch from 
Ottawa on the increase of private service published in 
Monday’s Colonist. 
 
   “There are five private installations in Vancouver and 
twelve in Victoria,” said Mr. Haughton, “and under the 
present law the operators at these plants are not only 
sworn to secrecy with regard to any messages they may 
receive, but under their license they are limited in the 
sending and transmitting power of their apparatus.  The 
maximum power of their sending instruments is one-half 
a kilowatt, while the wave length is limited to fifty 
meters.  This enables the private operator to send 
messages about twelve miles in Victoria, although 
stations established out of the range of the electrical 
disturbances prevalent in cities can, with the same 
equipment, send messages nearly double that distance. 
 
   “In addition to these private operators who, for the 
most part are students, engaged in a scientific study of 
radio-telegraphy, there is one firm that operators its own 
plant, sending all its messages to the nearest 
Government station.  The Canadian Explosives Col, on 
Bowen Island keeps an operator on duty during working 
hours, while a high power plant at Cousins Inlet, 
operated by the Cousins Inlet Pulp Company, transmitted 
messages to the Government station at Triangle Island 
until recently.  This equipment was of five kilowatt 
power, owing to the fact that the factory was 
surrounded by hills, which interfere with wave 
transmission. 
 
   “Plants have also been proposed for the B.C. Fisheries 
Company on Queen Charlotte Islands and the Powell 
River Pulp Company, which, if put into operation, would 
transmit messages with Alert Bay and Cape Lazo stations 

respectively. 
 
   “In addition to these wireless plants, a telephone line is 
now in operation between Suquash Mines and the 
government station at Alert Bay, while a second line to 
transmit telegraph and telephone messages is now 
under construction between Masset and Dead Tree 
Point. 
 
   “It is in this direction that the utility of wireless stations 
will be augmented in the near future,” said Mr. 
Haughton.  “Settlers and commercial firms that are now 
cut off from electrical communication with the outside 
world are beginning to learn that by the construction of 
a short pole line to the nearest wireless station they are 
put into immediate touch with the whole world. 
 

 
Daily Colonist September 27, 1913 
 

USE OF WIRELESS EXTENDING RAPIDLY 
 

Number of Messages Handled by the Dominion Service 
Shows Great Increase—Mr. Edwards Speaks of System 

 
   The number of wireless messages handled by the 
Dominion radio-telegraph service is increasing at a rate 
of more than 100 per cent annually, and during the last 
fiscal year it dealt with an aggregate of more than four 
million messages, according to Mr. C.P. Edwards, chief of 
the service, who arrived in Victoria last night from 
Ottawa. 
 
   “Although we are handling all the commercial business 
that comes to us, and are operating a 24-hour service, 
we are not making any strenuous efforts to go after this 
business, but are centering all our energies on the 
transmission of messages to and from ocean ships,” said 
Mr. Edwards, seen at the Empress Hotel last night, “and 
in this way we have up to the present, avoided the 
serious congestion over our lines that some of the 
wireless companies in the United States are suffering 
from.” 
 
   Mr. Edwards said that he was on an inspection trip and 
planned to visit every station in the district before he 
returned to Ottawa.  He will probably make the trip on 
the William Joliffe, and will be accompanied by E.J. 
Haughton, district superintendent and L.W. Stephenson, 
the district engineer. 
 
   “I can only hope that our voyage will be less exciting 
that it was when I made my last inspection about 
eighteen months ago,” said Mr. Edwards.  “We were 
caught by an equinoxinal gale and went to the assistance 
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of the Tees, which had grounded on the west coast of 
the Island.  For four days we were buffeted about by the 
gale, trying to nose into some harbour, and I was heartily 
glad when we reached port again.” 
 
   The stations on the Atlantic Coast are leased for a term 
of years to the Marconi Company, and are kept in order 
and operated by that company, the only duty of the 
Dominion authorities being to pay periodical visits of 
inspection to see that the equipment is kept up to 
standard.  On the Pacific Coast the stations are built and 
equipped by the department, which is also responsible 
for their operation, so that the bulk of the work of the 
department is concentrated on this coast. 
 
   Mr. Edwards said last night that no new stations were 
proposed on this Coast, but he hoped that with the 
completion of the work now in hand the department 
engineers would have some time to devote to 
experimental work. 
 
    “We are maintaining a splendid laboratory on a small 
scale at Esquimalt,” said Mr. Edwards, “and considering 
the limitations, much valuable work has been done.  
Several new devices that have enriched the science of 
radio-telegraphy have been designed and constructed 
there, and there is a probability that the scope of the 
investigations will be enlarged in the near future. 
 
   “Wireless telephony across the Atlantic is not a 
visionary dream but a certainty,” said Mr. Edwards, in 
discussing the advance made in the science during the 
last few years.  “I myself have spoken without wires 
more than 200 miles, and it is only a question of a few 
years before the scheme is so perfected, as to make it 
practicable commercially.  The outstanding advantage in 
favor of wireless transmission of voice currents is the 
fact that with the wires there is bound to be some 
distortion of the sound waves, and all the ingenuity of 
engineers cannot altogether overcome this.  But with 
wireless transmission there is no distortion, and I am 
confident that in a few years voice currents will be 
transmitted over almost limitless distances with the 
same volume and timbre that they are spoken.” 
 

 
Daily Colonist October 2, 1913 
 

BETTER ACCOMMODATION 
 

Growth of Dominion Radio-Telegraph Service Requires 
Improvements 

 
   In order to cope with the increasing amount of clerical 
and technical work in the department, the Dominion 

Radio-Telegraph Service, which at present has 
headquarters for this Coast in two rooms on the upper 
floor of the old post office building, will in future occupy 
the whole frontage of this floor on Government Street, 
with the exception of one room, which will be assigned 
to the Commissioner of Wrecks, of the Marine and 
Fisheries Department.  Certain structural alterations will 
be begun immediately to provide accommodation for 
Superintendent E.J. Haughton and Engineer L.W. 
Stephenson and their staffs, and a room for the general 
public.  Provision is also to be made for the holding of 
examinations of applicants for certificates as wireless 
operators. 
 
   Mr. C.P. Edwards, Dominion Superintendent of Radio-
Telegraph Service, accompanied by Mr. E.J. Haughton, 
district superintendent, and Mr. L.W. Stephenson, district 
engineer, left last night on the William Jolliffe on a tour 
of inspection which will include every Government 
wireless station on this Coast.  The first stop will be 
made at Pachena, and from that point the party will 
proceed to Estevan and Triangle, and thence to Queen 
Charlotte Island.  From this point they will go to Prince 
Rupert, thence south to Alert Bay, Cape Lazo and Point 
Grey.  It is expected that the trip will occupy about three 
weeks. 
 

 
Daily Colonist October 11, 1913 
 

PLAN COASTAL WIRELESS CHAIN 
Powerful Plants May Shortly Be Established at Cape St. 

James and Langara Island, Queen Charlotte Islands. 
 

OFFICIALS NOW ON TOUR OF INSPECTION 
 

Something Tangible Expected to Result Following Their 
Return—Ikeda Bay Station May Be Shifted. 

 
   That further additions to the chain of wireless stations 
along the British Columbia Coast will be recommended, 
following the return of Mr. E.P. Edwards, Dominion 
superintendent of wireless stations, and Mr. E.J. 
Haughton, district superintendent, from their present 
tour of the wireless stations in the North, is the firm 
impression prevailing in official circles at this port. 
 
   There are now ten wireless stations in operation as far 
north as Digby Island, the majority being located at 
strategic points on the Inside Passage and on the West 
Coast of Vancouver Island.  Apparently the only part of 
the whole Coast that is seriously in need of wireless 
protection is on the west coast of the rugged Queen 
Charlotte Islands and it is this part of the coastline that 
will soon receive the attention of the Government.  The 
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stations at Ikeda Bay and Dead Tree Point are the only 
ones in operation in the Queen Charlottes, and both of 
these stations are situated on the eastern coast of the 
islands. 
 

Need Long Apparent 
 

   The need of wireless plants to protect shipping plying 
the western coast of these northern islands, has long 
been apparent to the Government, and with the return 
of the wireless superintendent is more than probable 
that some announcement will be made dealing with the 
establishment, in the immediate future, of powerfully 
equipped stations at the extreme south-westerly and 
north-westerly points of the Queen Charlottes.  
Undoubtedly the most suitable locations for such 
stations are at Cape St. James, and Langara Island, as 
lighthouses of the first order have been constructed at 
these exposed points, and the policy of the Government 
in the past has been to erect wireless plants on 
lighthouse sites.  Just what decision will be arrived at is 
not yet indicated, but the return of the head wireless 
officials will be awaited with interest by navigators. 
 

West Coast Well Protected 
 

   Of the wireless stations now in operation there are 
three on the west coast of Vancouver Islands, namely, 
Triangle, Estevan and Pachena, with Tatoosh on the 
American side.  On the Inside Passage will be found Cape 
Lazo and Alert Bay, while in the Hecate Strait, there is 
Ikeda Bay and Dead Tree Point, on the east coast of the 
Queen Charlotte Islands, and Digby Island, near Prince 
Rupert. 
   As the Dead Tree Point station is most centrally located 
on the east coast of the Queen Charlottes, it is rumored 
that the plant at Ikeda Bay may be shifted to Cape St. 
James, in which case the Queen Charlotte Islands, with 
another station at Langara, would be well equipped with 
wireless stations. 
 
 

 
Daily Colonist October 19, 1913 
 
(This news item is from Britain.  FWS.) 
 
 

AMATEUR WIRELESS OPERATORS 
 
   An explanation was forthcoming from the London Post 
Office of the announcement that the police and other 
officials are keeping observation upon all unofficial 
wireless stations, especially those of a portable nature, 
says The London Standard. 

 
   It seems that wireless enthusiasts in this country are 
considerably on the increase, and now number 1,500.  
The Post Office has no wish to prevent the making of 
experiments provided they are made without interfering 
with or purposely tapping the wireless services of the 
country.  The experimenter is pledged not to divulge any 
information that comes his way.  Reference to this is 
made in the special licenses issued by the Postmaster-
General since 1904 to persons wishing to run their own 
wireless telegraphy system for experimental purposes 
only.  For this license—which was designed for wireless 
apparatus fitted to a private house—a fee of one guinea 
a year is charged. 
 
   During the past few months, however, there has been 
a considerable demand by experimenters for permission 
to fit up apparatus at a distance from their homes with 
which they can then communicate in carrying out their 
experiments.  As the license issued for a wireless 
apparatus is a legal document, such as is not usually 
carried in the pocket, the Post Office is now issuing a 
handy little authority card for use with the portable 
apparatus.  By Act of Parliament the police and certain 
postal officials have powers which they are frequently 
exercising of determining whether a person using a 
wireless apparatus has the required authority. 
 
   If an amateur wireless operator is found to be without 
a license when operating at his home, or of an authority 
card when controlling a portable apparatus, or divulges 
any messages he may pick up, he may be summoned 
and severely fined or imprisoned.  It is also stipulated 
that the license holders shall keep clear of all coast 
stations and not go beyond five or ten miles of their 
homes. 
 

 
 
Daily Colonist December 7, 1913 
 
 

THE ORIGIN AND DEVOLOPMENT OF WIRELESS 
 

   We are indebted to The London Telegraph for the 
following interesting account of the origin of wireless. 
 
    A short while ago the world was thrilled by the story 
of the Volturno, on fire and helpless in a mid-Atlantic 
gale, with nearly 700 souls on board.  The tale of the 
calamity was flashed abroad to the four winds through 
the impalpable medium of the air.  Ship after ship picked 
up the affrighting message on the antennae of her 
wireless apparatus, and turned her prow to the spot 
across the waste of ocean where the burning Volturno 
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and her helpless human freight called for help in terror 
from storm and fire.  Nearly a dozen vessels, stately 
liners and cargo tanks, responded to the appeal, and 
sped through the gale, seeking for sign of the dreadful 
beacon where their stricken sister flamed to the skies.  
But for the invention of wireless telegraphy and its 
development for the uses of mankind by the genius and 
inventive skill of Signor Marconi, the world today would 
be mourning an unparalleled horror of the sea, in which 
700 victims would have been overwhelmed in a 
holocaust in mid ocean.  The imagination can scarcely 
picture the scene enacted away out in the Atlantic, or 
realize how ships hundreds of miles beyond the horizon, 
and far away from sight and hearing, picked up the 
mysterious signals calling for aid, and turned away from 
their courses as if in obedience to some all compelling 
will.  Even within the memory of those still on the 
threshold of adolescence the tragedy might have gone 
through to an inevitable end while vessels passed by 
upon the highway of the seas, unwitting of the disaster. 
 

THE ISOLATION OF SHIPS AT SEA 
 

    Until wireless telegraphy came within the knowledge 
of men, a ship at sea, once she had sunk the coast line 
behind the ocean’s rim, passed as completely beyond 
our ken as if she were on another planet; now no vessel 
equipped with this wonderful application of human skill 
and science is ever silent or alone.  She can converse 
with her sisters of the deep, tell and be told of passing 
events, announce her coming, and, if need be, call for 
aid with certainty that her appeal will be heard. 
 
    The object of this article, and of others which will 
follow, is to explain to the public as simply as may be the 
theory and practice of wireless telegraphy, the youngest 
daughter of applied science, whose advent has already 
wrought miracles of beneficence in the service of 
mankind.  The average person in our work-a-day world is 
inclined to accept even the most wonderful discovery as 
a matter of course.  A patient investigator in his 
laboratory, or the inventive genius in his workshop, 
working half by intuition, half by experiment, produces 
some discovery which revolutionizes the methods of an 
age.  It is a nine days’ wonder, and then it passes into the 
ordinary scheme of things.  The “man in the street” pays 
it no further heed unless some startling event like the 
loss of a Titanic or the burning of a Volturno calls 
attention to its marvels.  Then his imagination stirs 
blindly for the moment, and he makes a hero of 
someone like the wireless operators of the Republic or 
the Titanic, who, though courageous in the highest 
degree and faithful to duty even unto death, yet play 
quite a secondary part.  How many readers, for instance, 
of the report of the burning of the Volturno gave a 

thought to the inventor whose discovery was alone the 
means of preventing that tragedy from being more awful 
and complete that it was? 
 

NEGLECT OF THE INVENTOR 
 

    In a leading article published in these columns on the 
day after the first news of the latest ocean disaster 
reached the world, it was truly said that: “There is 
nothing, perhaps, less noble in the record of our times 
that the indifference with which patient research in the 
service of humanity is rewarded.  The practical scientist 
who has bridged the oceans and contacted continents 
within the span of an electric impulse has never received 
from any State fitting recognition of his triumph.  He has 
been given, it is true, like the inventor of a knife-cleaning 
machine or a road-sweeper, patent rights which he can 
exploit commercially; the country where he was born 
has conferred on him some slight titular honor; an 
English and a Scottish university have admitted him to 
honorary degrees.  But for the rest, the country of his 
adoption and of his mother’s birth, the country on which 
he has showered such untold benefits, has been content 
to single him out as the unwilling participant in an 
unsavory scandal.  This is the recognition which England 
has given to the man who, above all others, has done 
most to rob the sea of its terrors. 
 
    It is not too much to say that the name of Marconi is 
vastly more familiar to the British public in connection 
with the connection with the controversy alluded to that 
it is that the wizard of science who has enabled triumphs 
to be achieved in the cause of humanity, and who has 
made what has been fittingly described as a “great and 
permanent addition to the armory of mercy.” 
 
    The disaster to the Volturno, which has directed 
attention afresh to the miracle of wireless telegraphy, is 
the latest occasion on which that marvelous discovery 
has proved its usefulness.  The first time that the world 
became awake to the new weapon for good that had 
been placed in its hands was when the White Star liner 
Republic, with 700 passengers, and crew aboard, was 
rammed by the Italian emigrant ship Florida, 170 miles 
east of New York.  The Republic, which was known as 
“the Millionaire’s Ship,” was carrying a party of 400 
wealthy Americans on a pleasure trip to Madeira and the 
Mediterranean.  During a dense fog, on January 23, 
1909, the Florida ran into her amidships, and the lives of 
the 2,000 persons in the two vessels were placed in 
peril.  For the first time the signal provided gency (sic) 
was sent out.  Her sister line, the Baltic, then 
approaching New York Harbor, heard the call, turned in 
her tracks, and, after many hours search in the blinding 
fog, found the stricken ship and rescued her passengers 
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and also those on the Florida. 
 

PURSUIT BY WIRELESS 
 

   There was yet another notorious occurrence in which 
wireless telegraphy was employed.  This was the tracing 
of Dr. Crippen, who was suspected having murdered his 
wife in a London suburb, a crime for which he was 
afterward hanged.  Crippen succeeded in escaping from 
England, and had secured a passage with a female 
companion on board a steamer bound for Canada. 
 
    The ship was fitted with wireless telegraphic 
apparatus, and, as she was known to be carrying 
passengers, her captain was supplied with a description 
of the suspected murderer.  He at once identified one of 
his passengers as the wanted man, and for days the 
world was agog with the incidents attending the pursuit 
and capture.  Descriptions of Crippen and his 
companion, Miss Le Neve, and of their daily life on 
board, were sent by wireless telegraphy to the 
newspapers of the two hemispheres, and the murderer 
and probably the only man in a civilized community who 
remained unaware of the attention with which his every 
movement was being watched.  When he stepped 
ashore in Canada he found a detective officer, who had 
crossed the ocean in a faster steamer, waiting to arrest 
him.  There is not the least doubt this affair attracted far 
more public attention to the wonders of the new 
telegraphy that even the disaster to the Titanic.  The 
element of poignant tragedy was absent, and the 
imagination was therefore left free to concentrate itself 
on other details. 
 
    It is interesting to recall that the ordinary electric 
telegraph was first familiarized by a similar incident.  A 
man committed a murder at Slough, and, hurrying to the 
railway station, escaped by train to London, confident 
that he had eluded pursuit.  But a short time before, the 
first electric telegraph line in England had been erected, 
between Slough and the Great Western Railway 
terminus at Paddington.  A description of the suspected 
man was wired to London, and a “Bow Street runner” 
was waiting on the platform when the train arrived.  He 
identified his man from the telegraphed description, 
followed him to an address in the city of London, and 
there, to his speechless surprise, took him into custody 
on the charge of murder. 
 

THE BEGINNING OF WIRELESS 
 

    So much by way of introduction to the study of what 
wireless telegraphy is and how its operations are carried 
on.  The possibility of sending telegraph messages 
electrically without the aid of a continuous metallic wire 

was known long before the genius and inventiveness of 
Signor Marconi made a practical commercial possibility.  
In the earliest attempts at electric telegraphy a complete 
metallic circuit was provided.  Then came the great 
discover made by K.A. Steinheil, of Munich, who, acting 
on the suggestion of Gauss, found that the earth itself 
could be utilized to form the return half of the circuit.  
Steinheil even had visions of a condition of things that 
has since been realized, for, in July 1838, when 
discussing his discovery, he wrote: “The galvanic 
excitation cannot be confined to the portions of the 
earth situated between the two ends of the wire.  ….it, 
therefore, only depends on the law that obtains in this 
excitation of the ground, and the distance of the exciting 
terminations of the wire, whether it is necessary or not 
to have any metallic communication at all for carrying on 
telegraphic intercourse.” 
 
    Steinheil, of course, was only treating of telegraphy 
through the earth, but it is remarkable that so advanced 
an opinion should have been put forward three-quarters 
of a century ago.  The idea of wireless telegraphy, 
therefore, is no new thing, but mankind had to wait a 
long time before it became an accomplished fact.  
Perhaps the earliest attempts to send messages without 
the use of continuous wire between the transmitter and 
the receiver were carried out by Morse at Washington, 
in 1842.  He found that by placing two metal plates 
connected by wire on either side of a canal, the plates 
on each side being immersed in the water and having a 
battery connected to one set and a receiver to the other, 
messages could be sent, though there was no actual 
contact between the two circuits. 
 
    Other investigators carried on similar experiments, but 
it was found that owing to the dispersal of the currents 
in the water or earth that was employed as a conductor 
the distance which signals could be transmitted was very 
limited, though messages were sent across the River Tay 
by this means.  All these early attempts at wireless 
telegraphy depended on the use of earth or water for 
the conduction of the electric currents.  Late in the 
nineteenth century Trowbridge devised the method of 
telegraphing, by means of what are known as induction 
currents, between two completely isolated circuits.  This 
method was entirely different from all previous 
attempts, which had depended exclusively on 
conduction through earth or water. 
 

SIR WM. PREECE’S EXPERIMENTS 
 

    From that date progress was rapid.  Sir William Preece, 
then chief electrical engineer to the Post Office, had 
begun the investigation of the subject about the same 
time as Trowbridge, and in 1882, in a paper read before 
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the British Association, he directed attention to the 
possibility of producing induction currents between 
circuits a considerable distance apart.  In that year, by 
means of parallel wires set up on either side of the 
Solent, he succeeded in establishing telegraphic 
communication with the Isle of Wight during an 
interruption of the submarine cable.  Some interesting 
experiments were made in 1887 at the Broomhill 
Collieries by Mr. A.W. Heaviside.  He erected two 
complete metallic circuits, each about two and a half 
miles in length, parallel to each other.  One of these was 
above ground, and the other in the galleries of the 
colliery, 350 feet below the surface.  A telephone was 
placed in the subterranean circuit, and it was found that 
when a message was spoken through the air line circuit, 
it was plainly audible in that in the colliery galleries.  Five 
years later Sir William Preece repeated his Isle of Wight 
experiments in the Bristol Channel and at various other 
points in the United Kingdom, and in 1895 
communication was established between the mainland 
at Crookhaven, Co. Cork, and the lighthouse on Fastnet 
Rock, off the Irish Coast. 
 
    But all these experiments, although interesting and 
suggestive, were mere blind gropings in the dark.  Little 
or nothing was known about the etheric impulses set up 
when an electric current was sent though a metallic 
circuit, or why these impulses should induce a similar 
current in another circuit within their range.  Even at 
present our knowledge of these phenomena is very 
limited.  All that is known in connection with the very 
latest pattern of wireless transmitters and receivers is 
that when an electric spark of suitable character is made 
to pass between two points so called oscillations are set 
up in the ether, that mysterious and impalpable 
substance of infinite tenuity and impalpable substance 
of infinite universe.  These oscillations, when they pass 
over properly prepared conductors such as the aerial 
wires of the Marconi apparatus, set up electric currents 
in these, and by that means produce Morse code signals 
with convey telegraphic messages.  These oscillations, 
waves, lines of condensation in the ether, or lines of 
force, or whatever other descriptive term may be 
applied to them, radiate in all direction from the electric 
spark that produces them, just as wavelets in a pond 
travel outwards in circles from the spot where a stone 
has been dropped into the water.  And like the wavelets 
in the pond or waves in the sea in mid-ocean, there is no 
actual translation of matter.  The electric current that 
causes the spark in a wireless transmitter does not travel 
from Poldhu to Cape Race or to the antenna of the liner 
in mid-ocean.  The disturbance which its passage 
between the sparking points sets up in the ether alone 
goes outward, and, traveling with the speed of light, it 
excites in a receiver within its range a current of similar 

character to that which gave it origin, but greatly weaker.  
By regulating the order of these disturbances in 
accordance with a prearranged code, messages, as has 
already been said, can be sent from place to place. 
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1914 
 

 
Daily Colonist February 3, 1914 
 

MARCONI OPERATOR ON SHORE STATION 
 

Some Experiences With Imaginary Calls, Crossed Signals 
and Other Nuisances—Interference of a Beetle 

 
   This article is not concerned with the operations of 
Cabinet Ministers and others in “Marconis” on the Stock 
Exchange, out deals with the less exciting experience of 
a friend of the writer’s—a “wireless” worker—in a short 
station in the South of Ireland.  He and I had been 
schoolfellows in the long ago, and our ways, which had 
parted widely, crossed again a few days since when we 
met in the house of a mutual friend.  An exchange of 
confidences in our short time together there gave the 
writer the material for what follows. 
 
   The work of a wireless operator at a shore station is 
much more monotonous than on board a ship, especially 
when he is lumped down in some lonely spot, perhaps 
miles away from even a little village.  As a rule, three 
operators are put in charge of a shore station, which is, 
of course, connected by wire with the inland telegraph 
system, and their duty chiefly consists in forwarding 
wireless messages received from ships and transmitting 
inland messages to ships. 
 
   One operator must always be on duty, and under the 
system now generally adopted the incoming messages 
from ships are conveyed to him by the tappings of the 
Morse sounder on the receiver, which he can only hear 
through a telephonic head-piece connected with the 
receiver, and he has, therefore, continually to wear this 
headgear when on duty.  Though it is, after a little 
practice, quite easy to read messages by the tapping of 
the Morse sounder, it is at first extremely difficult to 
distinguish these sounds from the queer noises that are 
continually coming through the receiver of a wireless 
apparatus, and the result is that an inexperienced 
operator will often reply to “signals” that are really 
nothing more than noises created by atmospheric 
influence on the wireless apparatus. 
 

Some Imaginary Calls 
 
   Not long ago my informant replied to an imaginary 
signal of this sort, and so managed to call up a man-of-
war which was at the moment trying to signal another 
ship.  After he had explained who he was my friend 
received a shower of abuse for interfering with the 

signaling of his Majesty’s ships, and was earnestly 
requested by an apparently very irritable naval officer—
who first courteously informed him that he was a 
“blundering Irish idiot”—to play no more with a machine 
he knew nothing about.  A few days later, duly chastened 
by the wigging he had received, our operator neglected 
to answer a genuine signal, thinking it might be an 
imaginary one again, and once more received a copious 
shower of abuse, this time from an operator on board a 
man-of-war, for his slowness in answering a call.  
However after a little practice, he learned to readily 
distinguish the sound of a real call from that of an 
imaginary one. 
 
   Explanatory of these mistakes, and the difficulties 
which beset an operator’s path, it must be remembered 
that ten or twelve years ago the only wireless 
telegraphists in existence where a few scientific experts 
and their assistants.  Then, when wireless telegraphy 
came into practical operation for commercial and other 
purposes, the wireless telegraphists, as a natural result, 
came into existence, and many men who had some 
experience as ordinary telegraphists, and were preparing 
for service in some of the big cable companies, elected 
to try their fortunes in attempting to satisfy the 
enormous demands that had suddenly arisen for 
wireless operators.  Their previous knowledge of 
ordinary telegraphic work was supposed to render them 
competent for the performance of their new duties, but 
this, as in most cases was only a supposition. 
 
   A great deal of practical experience in wireless work is 
required before one becomes a really efficient operator.  
The fact is, that even now, in spite of the vast 
improvements in the wireless service, a telegraphists is 
always working, more or less, in the dark.  He is in 
control of an apparatus that behaves from time to time 
in the most eccentric fashion, sadly puzzling even to 
scientific experts, and simply bewildering to an operator 
in cable work, when anything goes wrong with the 
receiver or transmitter, an operator who has been 
properly trained in his duties can readily enough 
ascertain the cause of the trouble and put it right.  In 
working a wireless apparatus he has often simply to 
guess the cause when trouble arises.  Sometimes he 
guesses right, and sometimes he does not. 
 

Beetle Caused Trouble 
 
   In this connection a brother operator, working on a 
liner, told my informant the following story:  The captain 
of the liner was expecting a message from another ship 
of the same line one night, and just as he came into the 
operating cabin to ask if the expected signal had yet 
reached them, the tape began to come very slowly in 



95News items were transcribed from the Victoria Daily Colonist Newspaper, British Columbia, Canada 

short jerks from the “printer” of the wireless apparatus.  
“there you are,” said the captain to the operator, “that 
ought to be the A----.  Get your reply through quickly, for 
I believe she has one of our directors on board.” 
 
   The operator looked at the dots and dashes which 
came out on the tape, but could not make head or tail of 
them.  He depress the telegraphic key of the transmitter, 
a big, blue spark flashed out between the polished brass 
knobs on the coil, and this acknowledgment of the 
strange signals went out into space in waves of ether, 
which should have instantaneously operated any 
wireless receiver within a hundred miles and in tune 
with the transmitter.  The operator proceeded to ask 
“what ship is that?  We are the ---- for New York.”  But 
no response came through their receiver—nothing but a 
mysterious jumble of letters that came out on the tape 
in jerks.  The operator suggested that they might have 
picked up a message in code passing between two men-
of-war. 
 
   The captain, who got very irritable at this latest freak 
of the frequently erratic “wireless” reeling sarcastically 
that “it might be a monkey on a raft somewhere near us, 
who is sending us messages with a biscuit tin!”  By the 
time the liner reached New York the justly irritated 
skipper had lost any faith he had held in the practical use 
of wireless telegraphy, and not without cause, for on this 
trip they actually failed to establish proper 
communication with no less than five out of nine ships 
which they had endeavoured to signal, or that had tried 
to “call” them. 
 
   The operator subsequently found out after an 
elaborate examination of the apparatus the origin of the 
mysterious message which had so riled “the old Man” on 
the voyage,.  It was nothing more or less than the 
unauthorized presence of a big beetle in the relay of the 
receiver, the dots and dashes which had been the cause 
of such profanity in the captain’s cabin being merely a 
record of the strange wandering of the luckless beetle in 
a place where he had no right to be and could not get 
out of.   

Q.D. in Dublin News. 
 

 
Daily Colonist February 2, 1914 
 

WIRELESS SAVED OVER 3,000 LIVES 
 

New Regulation will Compel 9,000 Vessels to Install 
Radio Apparatus—Marks a Great Stride Forward. 

 
London Feb. 18—No provision of the convention agreed 
to by the International conference on safety of life at sea 

has created such interest as that enforcing the 
equipment of all vessels carrying fifty or more persons, 
whether passengers or not, with wireless telegraphy 
apparatus when engaged upon international, including 
colonial voyages. 
 
   “This new provision marks a great stride forward, does 
it not?”  Signor William Marconi was asked. 
 
   “It does indeed”, said Mr. Marconi, “I have been trying 
to make an approximate return of the percentage of 
British ships fitted with wireless apparatus.  If you take 
steamers of 100 tons and upwards on Lloyd’s Register 
you find that less than 7 per cent have wireless 
installation.  Roughly, there are about 10,000 vessels of 
over 100 tons, and fewer than 700 of these have got 
wireless.”  Twelve per cent of Germany’s ships have 
‘wireless’ equipment, and about 8 per cent of those in 
France.” 
 
   “You will require an enormous increase in your plant, 
will you not?”  We have,” replied Mr. Marconi, 
“practically got the manufactured plant, and, of course, 
the work of equipping will be spread over a number of 
years.  ‘Wireless’ seems to be even more necessary 
today than it was a year ago, owing to the increase in the 
number of ships and in their speed.  Certainly accidents 
appear to be more frequent then they used to be.  Even 
today a ship may fail to report herself, may disappear, 
and not be heard of again; in fact, there is greater 
publicity when a ship is saved than when the she goes to 
the bottom.” 
 
    “The compulsory equipment of ‘wireless’ will prevent 
such silent disappearances?” 
 
   “Yes, it is not only a ready  help in case of accidents, 
but is a safeguard against accidents, for if a ship gets into 
fog, or among icebergs, she can warn other vessels of 
the conditions they may expect.” 
 
   “Have you ever computed how many lives have been 
saved at sea by wireless telegraphy?” 
 
   “No, I have never  made such calculation, but I think 
you will find it is between 3,000 and 4,000; it is certainly 
over 3,000.” 
 
   “In the convention provision is made for the possibility 
of the invention of an automatic apparatus which will 
take the place of watchers in wireless telegraphy 
chambers.  What do you think of the suggestion?” 
 
   “I think such an apparatus may come; there is every 
probability of its coming; it is not, however, quite ready 
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yet.” 

 

 

Prince Rupert Journal, February 27, 1914 
 
From Skidegate (25th)  This community is very sorry to 
learn that Mr. Hillier, now in charge of the wireless 
station at Dead Tree Point, will be leaving early in May 
for England and later for Germany to have his eye 
treated. 
 

 
Daily Colonist May 13, 1914 
 

WIRELESS SPARKS NO PERIL TO SHIPPING 
 

Marconi Company tells of Decisive Tests Made With 
Inflammable Naphtha—Impossible to Ignite It. 

 
   The published reports of sparking in the rigging of 
ships carrying wireless and the fact that the United 
States Bureau of Navigation has been calling the 
attention of the shipping world to the possible danger to 
vessels carrying inflammable cargoes and that the British 
Board of Trade has been in communication with the 
bureau of Navigation on the subject, have aroused 
considerable discussion in the shipping world and among 
underwriters. 
 
   According to the Marconi company, which has received 
numerous inquiries, there is not the slightest fire danger 
from wireless when properly installed and operated.  
The company has conducted searching experiments and 
made a full investigation.  The first authoritative 
statement on the subject was made by a high official of 
the company today. 
 
    Since 1908 we have fitted about forty tank steamers 
with our apparatus, and nothing in our whole experience 
indicates that the fire risk is increased thereby. 
 
   Any possible risk from the use of wireless installation 
on shipboard must arise from the existence of electric 
sparks in proximity to inflammable gas or material. 
 
   “For instance, one firm of ship owners made this 
following experiment as long ago as 1912 to ascertain 
what danger, if any might arise from the existence of 
sparks in the rigging as well as in the instrument room. 
 
   “A saucer full of naphtha was placed as close as 
possible to a heavy spark.  A piece of waste saturated 
with naphtha was also placed close to the spark 
electrodes, but in neither experiment was the vapor 
ignited by the spark.  The same naphtha test was also 

applied to the small sparks at minor parts of the 
apparatus and nothing happened. 
 

Ship’s engineer Convinced 
 
   “These experiments convinced the engineer of the 
shipping company, and the Marconi representative, who 
conducted them, that naphtha fumes could never be 
sufficiently dense on the inside of a wireless cabin to 
permit ignition, while the possibility of ignition from 
sparks outside the obviously even more remote—
impossible.  Added to the importance of the naphtha 
tests is the fact that this fluid forms one of the most 
inflammable cargoes. 
 
   In spite of the fact that the tests showed not the 
slightest danger, we at the request of some ship owners, 
enclosed the sparks, which were a necessary part of the 
transmitting apparatus in glass tubes of a gauze 
covering. 
 
   “Again sparks, which may occur, outside the wireless 
cabin are produced by induction have such small heat 
value as to the incapable of igniting gas, even if it were a 
physical possibility for a sufficient quantity of gas to 
accumulate in the open air near the spark in the ship’s 
rigging or elsewhere.  For the same reason it would be 
impossible for these induction sparks to ignite even the 
driest inflammable material. 
 
   “It may be added that, in all our experience, sparks 
have never been noticed to occur within the ship herself.  
With the comparatively small power used in the wireless 
installations on ships it is hard to conceive of the 
possibility of an spark within the ship herself.  With the 
comparatively small power used in the wireless 
installations on ships it is hard to conceive of the 
possibility of any spark within the ship itself, as the holds 
would be screened by the metal plating of the ship from 
any induction effect produced by the transmitting 
apparatus. 
 

Fire Danger Minimized. 
 
   “The foregoing answers the question of the possibility 
of danger of sparks from the high potential and high 
frequency portion of the apparatus.  So far as the low 
voltage circuit which supplies the transmitting apparatus 
with the electric current from the ship’s dynamo is 
concerned, all the wiring is identical with the wiring for 
electric lighting, and the fire danger, as far as the low 
voltage is concerned, is less than from the use of the 
electric lamps and motors aboard. 
 
   “While the sparking in the rigging does not occur 
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frequency, and, in our opinion, involves no danger, it can 
be prevented by intersecting the rigging at different 
points with insulators, or avoiding by short-circuiting all 
points where such differences of potential are likely to 
occur. 
 
   “If there are sparks within the ship, and if there is any 
danger from such sparks, why were not all the navies of 
the world blown up long ago, carrying, as they do, large 
stocks of explosives and utilizing a much higher power in 
their wireless equipment than merchantmen?” 
 

  
 
Daily Colonist March 22, 1914 
 

The Quenched Spark System 
 

   The quenched spark system of wireless telegraphy, 
known on the Continent as the Telefunken system, is 
now being largely adopted in this country, in fact, there 
are over ninety British vessels fitted with this apparatus.  
The chief advantages of the system are well enumerated 
in a special publication issued on the subject by Messrs. 
Siemens Brothers & Co., Ltd., and which, in view of the 
valuable descriptive matter it contains, should be in the 
hands of all interested in wireless telegraphy. 
   With the quenched spark system no sound proof cabin 
is found to be necessary--an important point on 
shipboard.  Until recently ship owners have been obliged 
to provide a specially made sound insulated cabinet to 
contain the spark gap, the noise of which was very 
considerable and very objectionable.  With the 
quenched spark installations, the working, even with 
large stations, is practically noiseless, and a ship owner 
fitting up an installation upon this system has no 
additional expense necessitated in building a special 
cabin.  Any suitably situated cabin is able to 
accommodate the apparatus. 
    Another important advantage with this system is that 
with all coupled transmitters, such as are now 
universally used, it is necessary to take into account the 
existence of not one wave but two, one being due to the 
electrical energy oscillating in the antenna, and one to 
that in the excitation circuit.  Unless the oscillation in the 
excitation circuit can be rapidly quenched, as in the 
quenched spark installation, the component wave 
obtained from the aerial and excitation circuit waves is 
irregular, and has no musical tone.  With the quenched 
spark installation, however, after a few oscillations the 
vibration of the excitation circuit is quenched, and all the 
resulting energy is radiated by the aerial in the form of 
practically an undamped wave.  The advantage of this is 
that double the energy is radiated by a quenched spark 
than by an open spark.  Also with these quenched spark 

radiations the electrical oscillations, on conversion to 
sound waves in the receiving station, give rise to a 
musical note, the pitch of which can be varied.  This note 
being musical, it can be heard over natural electric 
discharges, or "atmospherics," even when these are as 
much as ten to fifteen times as intense as the incoming 
signs.  It is interesting to note that the steamship 
Iperator has a quenched spark installation which radiates 
7.5 kw of electrical energy, corresponding to an open 
spark installation of at least 12 kw. 
 

 
The Daily Colonist May 7, 1914 
 

WIRELESS STATION FOR CAPE ST. JAMES 
 

Removal of Dead Tree Point Radio Apparatus to 
Southern End of Queen Charlotte Islands Under 

Consideration 
 

   It is understood that the Dominion Government has 
under consideration the removal of the Dead Tree Point 
wireless plant from its present location to Cape St. James 
at the most southerly point of the Queen Charlotte 
Islands.  When the change will be effected is as yet a 
matter for speculation, but it is almost as assured fact 
that before the end of the Summer the apparatus now in 
operation at Dead Tree Point will be receiving its 
messages from seaward at the southern station. 
 
   The Dead Tree Point station is located on Graham 
Island, Hecate Strait, and is almost in the latitude of 
Prince Rupert.  As the powerful Digby Island station is 
capable of taking care of messages from vessels 
navigating the eastern coasts of the Queen Charlottes, 
there is no absolute need of a wireless station at Graham 
Island. 
 
   A station located at the southern end of the Queen 
Charlottes would be advantageous to transpacific 
shipping and would also benefit vessels taking the inside 
passage. 
 
   It was only early this year that the powerful lighthouse 
was completed at Cape St. James, and the proposed 
wireless station is to be erected on an adjoining 
promontory. 
 
   It is not improbable that in the near future a powerful 
wireless station will be erected at Langara Island, the 
most northerly point of the Queen Charlotte Islands.  
The chain of wireless stations will be about complete 
with radio plants at Cape St. James and Langara. 
 
   Operations are expected to be started within a few 
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weeks on the new first order lighthouse at Bonilla Island, 
Hecate Strait.  This lighthouse will be of the type now at 
Langara Island, the tower being of concrete construction 
and surmounted by a powerful lamp. 
 

 
Daily Colonist August 19, 1914 
 

Close Wireless Plants 
 

   Some residents of Victoria apparently have not seen 
the necessity of obeying the recent orders issued 
ordering the putting out of operation all private wireless 
apparatus.  Yesterday Lt.-Col. Winsby, accompanied by 
Mr. E.J. Haughton, head of the Government wireless 
system here, and a police officer, made a tour of the city 
and visited several private plants which were 
immediately put out of commission.  There were, prior 
to declaration of war, about twenty-five private plants in 
and about the city, and the great majority of these were 
closed on orders from the authorities.  But some were 
not closed and these are being attended to. 
 
 

 
Colonist September 9, 1914 
 

WIRELESS SILENT ON MOVEMENTS OF SHIPS 
 

All Stations Are Being Used for Government Purposes—
Mercantile Shipping Veiled in Mystery 

 
   Wireless, the most important invention of the 
Twentieth Century, is proving of very little use to deep-
sea navigation at the present time, as, in view of the 
European war now raging, the nations concerned have 
supreme control of the wireless stations.  Shipping 
movements throughout the seven seas are being kept 
more or less secret, and, with few exceptions, the radio-
telegraph is silent as to the position of ocean going craft.  
As in the case of other Governments, the Canadian 
authorities have issued instructions that no wireless 
messages must be picked up and delivered unless special 
permission is granted. 
 
    On this Coast the absence of wireless communication 
is being severely felt, as the agents of the various 
companies are unable to get in touch with steamers, 
while the operators at sea are likewise unable to make 
known their positions.  Pending the cessation of 
hostilities, the wireless stations will be used almost 
exclusively for naval purposes.  This applies to all the 
wireless stations on the British Columbia coast.  The 
movements of all trans-Pacific vessels heading this way 
will be a mystery until they are sighted rounding the 

Race Rocks.  It is rumored that the big steamers may 
revert to the old system of reporting their arrival by 
means of rocket signals.  All operators on outbound 
vessels from this port have been under instructions not 
to dispatch wireless messages in view of the prevalent 
reports that belligerent warships are roaming on the 
North Pacific. 
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1915 
 

 
Victoria Daily Colonist August 8, 1915 
 

TRANSFER OF GUARDS 
 

Detachments at Bamfield and Pachena Relieved by 88th 
Regiment, Victoria Fusiliers, During Week 

 
   Apart from the daily enlistment of recruits, the regular 
routine drill, and the turnout to Wednesday’s patriotic 
demonstrations, there was one event of interest to the 
officers and men of the 88th Regiment, Victoria Fusiliers, 
during the past week.  It was the transfer of the guards 
at Bamfield and Pachena.  For some months these sta-
tions have been in charge of Lieuts. Faulkener and Skel-
ton, with a detachment of men.  They were relieved by 
Provisional Capt. Grey and Lieut. James, the former go-
ing to Bamfield and the latter to Pachena.  The departure 
of the troops was marked by a stirring ---“send off,” and 
the arrival of those who have been away for several 
months was the occasion of a hearty welcome. 
 
 

 
Victoria Daily Colonist August 20, 1915 
 

Quilts Donated 
 
   A generous and patriotic citizen has left a set of quilts 
at The Colonist for the use of the detachment of the 88th 
Fusiliers on guard at Pachena Point, West Coast.  It will 
be forwarded to those for whom it is intended immedi-
ately. 
 

 
Prince Rupert Journal, December 05, 1915 
 

COAST WIRELESS MADE GOOD RECORD 
ESTEVAN STATION KEPT IN TOUCH WITH STEAMERS 

FOR LONG DISTANCE 
 

A Range of 2,600 Miles Was Obtained By That Station 
 

   A range of 2,600 miles has been obtained by the 
Estevan wireless station, which is half-way up the west 
coast of Vancouver Island, that is to say communication 
has been kept up with a vessel considerably more than 
half-way to Yokahama, after which the vessel is within 
range of the wireless station in the northern part of 
China. 

 
   These exceptional results secured by the Estevan 
station are due to the favorable atmospheric conditions 
on the Pacific Ocean.  Hitherto there has been fairly 
good communication with e wireless station at Honolulu.  
During the summer the conditions for wireless operation 
on the Pacific are just average, but they improve in the 
fall and are extremely good in the winter, especially at 
night, when there is freedom from atmospheric 
electrical interference which is sometimes serious during 
the day. 
 
   The Estevan station has two wireless sets, one of five 
kilowatts and one of one kilowatt.  Sending with the 
ordinary wave length of 600 metres the extra power 
does not seem to increase the range to any marked 
degree, but when a special wavelength of 1,000 metres 
is used the extra power gives greater range. 
 
   The 600-metre wave length is used for all shipping 
work, and is the wave provided by the international 
agreement. 
 
   The Estevan station has been communicating at night 
with liners on the Japan route at distances of 1,000 to 
1,500 miles.  Recently experiments have been made to 
ascertain just what distance could be reached by a 
station working with large ships, and it has been found 
that the station could communicate steadily with ships 
up to a distance for 2,600 miles. 
 
   For a small station of this kind the results are quite 
remarkable and are due to the peculiar atmospheric 
conditions.  Occasionally such results are obtained in 
other places, but they are freaks and only occur in odd 
instances, whereas in the winter season these distances 
are operated over as a regular thing on the Pacific 
Ocean. 
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Prince Rupert Journal, February 23, 1916 
 

HONORS WON BY WIRELESS MAN 
 

H.J. ARNOLD, FORMERLY AT IKEDA, WON D.S.O. IN WAR 
His Action Considered To Be Of The Highest Order 

 
   The news that H.J. Arnold has been made a companion 
of the Distinguished Service Order will be of interest to 
residents on the coast.  Up to October, 1914, Mr. Arnold 
was in charge of the Dominion wireless station at Ikeda, 
Queen Charlotte Islands.  
 
   Mr. Arnold entered the Canadian Government wireless 
service in June, 1911, being first employed as an 
operator at Triangle station and then at Cape Lazo.  
During one of the heavy gales at the Triangle station the 
aerial halyards were carried away.  Operator Arnold 
volunteered to “shin” up the 200 feet mast and reeve a 
new halyard.  This he accomplished, by no means an 
easy nor safe exploit. 
 
   Later Mr. Arnold was transferred to Ikeda station as 
officer in charge.  When the war broke out he had 
ambitions, chief amongst them to work wireless from an 
aeroplane.  He applied and obtained permission to 
resign, paid his own way to England, and joined the 
R.N.A.S. 
 
   Incidentally it might be mentioned that no boat was 
leaving Ikeda in time for Mr. Arnold to make connections 
with an Atlantic vessel he proposed to take.  Nothing 
daunted, he proceeded across Hecate Straits and Queen 
Charlotte Sound in a 16-foot equipped with an Evinrude 
engine. 
 
   Mr. Arnold is 23 years of age and was born in England. 
 
   Flight Commander John Tulloch Cull, R.N.A.S., Fight 
Sub-Lieut. Harwood James Arnold, R.N.A.S were spotting 
on the 11th July, under fire, in a biplane, when the 
enemy’s fire damaged it so that it descended in a 
quarter of an hour from 3,200 feet to 2,000 feet.  During 
this time no attempt was made to return to 
headquarters at Mafia, although it was obvious that this 
could not be done unless a start was made at once.  
 
   Flight Sub-Lieut. Arnold continued to send his spotting 
signals the whole time, and when a quarter of an hour 
later the machine was again hit and forced to descend, 

Flight-Commander Cull controlled the machine and 
Flight Sub-Lieut. Arnold continued to send spotting 
corrections to the last, after warning the monitors that 
they were coming down, and would endeavor to land 
near them. 
 
   The aeroplane finally came down in the river, turning 
over and over.  Flight-Commander Cull was nearly 
drowned, but was assisted by Flight Sub-Lieut. Arnold, 
and both were rescued by a boat from the Mersey. 
 
 

 
Daily Colonist August 31, 1916 
 

SOLDIERS VOTING 
 

Balloting Carried Out Smoothly at James Island—Begins 
Next Week in City 

 
 
….parties being well satisfied.  After completing his work 
in this neighbourhood Mr. Smith will proceed to 
Bamfield and Pachena, where a number of soldiers are 
doing guard duty. 
 
   Yesterday was the last day….. 
 

 
 
Daily Colonist December 7, 1916 

 
 

RADIO PLAYS GREAT PART IN EMERGENCY 
 

Elaborate System of Communication, Including 
Wireless, Telegraph and Telephone, Saves Life and 

Property. 
 
  In the reports of the rescue of the Norwegian steamer 
Niels Nielsen no particular emphasis was given to the 
part wireless played in rendering timely assistance.  The 
radio-telegraph branch of the Department of the Naval 
Service has ten stations along the coast of British 
Columbia which are connected by telegraph and 
telephone with the lifesaving stations.  The men in these 
lonely outposts are among the cleverest operators 
obtainable and they are on the alert night and day. 
 
   It was the wireless station at Triangle which first picked 
up the “S.O.S.” call sent out by the disabled freighter and 
immediately the operators sent broadcast the position 
of the vessel, notifying the head office in Victoria, and in 
less time than it takes to tell, owners, tugboat 
companies, life-saving stations and passing steamers 
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were apprised of the circumstances. 
 
   The Estevan station kept in touch with the big steamer 
during her long drift towards Vancouver Island and also 
advised the oncoming rescue vessels continually of her 
position.  There is not the slightest doubt in the minds of 
those conversant with the circumstances that but for the 
wireless the Niels Nielsen would now be piled up on 
Vancouver Island and most likely the ship and cargo, 
valued at nearly $5,000,000 have proved a total loss. 
 

Best Service on Coast 
 
   In connection with this scheme the American 
authorities consulted their radio expert as to what, in his 
opinion, was the best service now in operation to copy 
and he unhesitatingly declared that so far as his 
knowledge went the system in British Columbia was the 
best on the Pacific Coast. 
 
   Such a system of communication is favoured as an 
adjunct to the activities of the coastguard in saving life 
and property at sea, and also as a measure of military 
preparedness.  All the American coast guard shore 
stations and the most important lighthouses and 
lightships off the seaboard would be connected by 
wireless and telephone if the plan, as it is now worked in 
this Province, were put into effect. 
 
   The work as advocated by the American authorities 
provides for an expenditure during the first year of 
$250,000 to build radio apparatus and install telephone 
lines, between all the coast guard stations and about 
fifty lighthouses and lightships scattered along the 
nations coast line.  The service would be extended the 
following year with another appropriation and it would 
probably take three years before the work is completed. 
 
   They already have about 1,500 miles of telephone lines 
between the coastguard shore stations.  The coastguard 
automatically in time of war becomes part of the United 
States navy; in time of peace it is devoted, through its 
fleet of cutters and corps of life-savers, to the saving of 
life and property at sea. 
  
   The system in operation here is so perfected that the 
moment anything of a serious nature transpires every 
post from one end of the Province to the other can be 
immediately notified and the necessary steps taken to 
deal with the emergency. 
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Daily Colonist February 4, 1917 
 

THREE BROTHERS ARE SERVING COLORS 
 

One Is in Flying Corps, Another in the Army and Third Is 
Wireless Operator at Sea 

 
…..and the third has been accepted for the royal Flying 
Corps. 
   Warrant Officer Victor H. Ward, the second son, 22 
years of age, is chief wireless operator on H.M.C.S. 
Hochelaga.  He was with the Dominion Government 
wireless service on various stations on Vancouver Island 
for some years, and when war broke out he was 
transferred to the naval branch, patrolling the east coast 
of Canada.  He was educated in London….. 
 

 
Daily Colonist April 4, 1917 
 

WIRELESS PLANTS CLOSED 
 

Washington government Gives Orders for Dismantling 
of All That Have Not Secured Licenses 

 
WASHINGTON, April 16—All wireless telegraph stations 
not operated by the Government were ordered 
dismantled during the war today by direction of the 
Secretary of the Navy.  Failure of owners to comply with 
this order will result in confiscation of equipment. 
    The action was taken under the executive order 
recently issued by President Wilson directing that the 
Navy Department take over all radio stations.  The 
Department’s statement says: 
    “All licenses for radio stations on shore are suspended 
for the duration of the war.  The Secretary of the navy 
has directed that during the war all radio sending and 
receiving stations other than those operated by the 
United States Government be closed.  A station is 
considered closed, only when its antennas are lowered, 
coiled and sealed, ground connection broken and the 
apparatus dismantled and packed away.  It is incumbent 
upon the owners themselves to close their stations. 
     “Failure to close a station will result in its apparatus 
beting confiscated by the Government.  The owner of a 
station operating in defiance of this order will be under 
suspicion of being an enemy alien. 
     “It is requested that full publicity be given this notice 
in order that all persons may be acquainted with these 
requirements. 
 

 
The Daily Colonist October 7, 1917 
 

WIRELESS OPERATORS VOICE DISCONTENT 
 

Men of Land Stations Wish Separation Allowances the 
Same as Granted in Other Branches of Service 

 
   On frequent occasions the wireless system of British 
Columbia has rendered invaluable service to men and 
ships who have met with disaster at sea, and the service 
has time and again been eulogized for its work.  The 
head officials here have taken some of the matters 
affecting the service up with Ottawa and it is generally 
hoped that the various questions affecting the welfare of 
these men who are rendering such valuable service to 
the country will be expeditiously and appropriately dealt 
with. 
   In this connection rumblings of discontent among the 
wireless operators engaged in the coast stations which 
were heard some months ago have now reached double 
force in a rising crescendo of protest and if reports of the 
situation are to be taken at their full value there is not a 
contented man in the entire service. 
   The wireless operators referred to are all members of 
the R.N.C.V.R. who have been sworn in to serve for the 
duration of the war.  The positions being of a very 
responsible nature, the men engaged are necessarily of 
high character and absolute reliability. 
   As in all other branches of the naval service, the 
wireless men are moved about at intervals from one 
station to another and one of the greatest objections 
which the operators have to register is that married men 
should be sent to isolated points, which are so desolate 
that it is utterly impossible to take their families along, 
without any separation allowance being provided. 
 

The Wages and Kit 
 

   Married men are paid the same wage as single men, 
namely, $47.50 per month and board and a kit 
comprising two pairs of trousers, two tunics, two caps, 
one suit of overalls, one overcoat.  No underwear or 
boots are provided.  Fifteen days are allowed off each 
year with pay. 
   It is pointed out that youngsters, leaving school, if they 
qualify, can start in the Marconi company on board ships 
and receive pay at the rate of $45 per month and all 
found, while the land operators can serve as long as 
eight years and still get only $47.50.  The men in this 
branch of the naval service feel that they should be 
allowed to establish homes in the country they are 
serving and they ask consideration for their wives in the 
way that the wife of a private soldier in the army is 
considered, to the extent of a monthly separation 
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allowance when duty compels the married operators to 
serve in the distant stations. 
 

Stations Isolated 
 

   The stations on the coast of British Columbia are said 
to be the most isolated and desolate places to be found 
anywhere on the Pacific Coast, Triangle being regarded 
as the worst and Pachena the next.  The Government 
recognizes this and pays a bonus of $60 for the six-
month period each man has to serve at Triangle at some 
time or another.  Triangle station is situated on the top 
of one of two giant sentinel like rocks which breast the 
fury of the winter gales sweeping Queen Charlotte 
Sound.  There is no habitation on the top of this 750 foot 
high rock, save the lighthouse keeper’s quarters and 
those of the wireless men. 
   Owing to these circumstances and the loneliness of the 
life, the Government recently passed a regulation 
stipulating that an operator should be kept on at the 
Triangle station for only six months at any one time.  
That men serving under these conditions should be 
maintaining their families in the city without any 
separation allowance does not add solace to lives of 
loneliness, it is said, apart altogether from the 
inconvenience and deprivation of home comforts.  These 
men are said to belong to the only rating in the R.N.C.V.R 
that does not get the separation allowance. 
 

Regarding Families 
 

   The men feel that present conditions resulting from 
the high cost of living do not seem to come in for any 
consideration and that the principle adopted is that the 
wireless men should not have any families at all.  It is 
stated that no matter how much experience a man has 
had, when joins the service he must start again at the 
bottom, serving the first two weeks without pay, two to 
six months on probation at a salary of $2 a day with 
room, but being required to feed himself. 
   In the United States naval wireless staions a cook is 
provided who looks after the cooking and does the 
housework.  In the B.C. Coast stations, which are said to 
be not any too well furnished, the operators, according 
to enquiries made regarding the matter, although all of 
them Warrant Officers, are required to pack the coal, 
scrub the floors, and do everything necessary about the 
place, and if they break any dishes they must replace 
them. 
   In the matter of travelling allowances, it is pointed out 
that these men are allowed $3.75 per day, while Warrant 
Officers in the Navy Yard are allowed almost a dollar 
more per day.  The rate of promotion is also complained 
of as being slow, two and a half years of service being 
required to get a $5 raise.  As regards kit, it is felt that a 

complete outfit including boots and underwear should 
be furnished and that these articles should be delivered 
to the men free of charge. 
 

Conditions of Ships 
 

   The men serving in this branch of the service on board 
ships are also included in the list of those who feel that 
conditions should be investigated by the authorities and 
a satisfactory change inaugurated.  For instance, a stoker 
who signs on for one year, but does not belong to the 
Navy, gets $65 a month and board, whilst the wireless 
operator, who is also a Warrant Officer in the Navy, gets 
$47.50.  The man who serves tis same Warrant Officer at 
table also receives more pay that the officer does. 
 

 
Daily Colonist October 28, 1917 

 
WIRELESS OPERATORS ARE TRAINED IN CITY 

 
   The wireless station in connection with the Sprott-
Shaw business Institute of this city reports excellent 
receiving results during the past week.  The daily log 
which is kept by the students shows some long distance 
work, as different students have received signals from 
San Francisco; Northead, Washington; Astoria, Oregon, 
and, in fact, all the wireless stations between California 
and Prince Rupert.  The aerial on the roof of the 
Pemberton building, which is used in conjunction with 
the up-to-date Marconi wireless station, is by now a 
familiar sight to most of the people of Victoria.  The 
instructor in charge of the wireless station states that 
signals from Honolulu, Mexico and even stations on the 
Atlantic coast will be heard at the school as a new type 
of detector is to be added, which will greatly increase 
the range of communication. 
   Anxiety has been expressed by some patriotic 
Victorians over the fact that this school is able to receive 
such long distances, but all communications are carried 
out under a license issued by the Dominion government.  
This license has been granted to aid in the training of 
wireless operators, in order to offset the great shortage 
which prevails throughout Canada and the United States.  
The local wireless school has trained many officers in the 
wireless department of the naval service, while other 
graduates are now located in all parts of the world.  The 
instructor has a rare collection of post-cards and letters 
from past students from the far east to the far west, and 
north and south.  The last communication was received 
from the Orient. 
   The last graduate from this school has just been placed 
in charge of one of the Canadian Pacific wireless 
stations, and his salary to commence is $70 a month and 
all found.  This wireless operator is but a lad of eighteen 
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years, but evidently it is not a matter of age so much as 
ability that determines the earning power of wireless 
operators. 
   Lectures are given at this wireless station on the theory 
of wireless telegraphy from time to time which prove 
most interesting to the audience.  Another lecture is to 
be given soon, of which due public notice will be given. 
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Daily Colonist June 5, 1918 
 

KILLED IN ACCIDENT 
 

Flight-Lieut. Horwood James Arnold, Formerly wireless 
Operator at Gonzales Hill, Loses Life. 

 
    Flight-Lieut. Horwood James Arnold, one of the first 
civil servants from Canada to win distinction as an 
aviator in the war, has been killed accidentally in 
England. 
 
   The young airman had made quite a brilliant record 
since he went overseas.  He was Ikeda, on the Queen 
Charlotte Islands, when the war broke out, acting as 
wireless operator, and immediately sent in his 
application for the air service.  He was ordered to report 
in England by a certain time, and in order to make the 
necessary connections he went alone in a sixteen-foot 
motor launch across Hecate Strait and Queen Charlotte 
Sound.  After graduating from the training school, he 
was sent to the East Coast of Africa to assist in the 
rounding up of German raiders, and he, together with 
Flight-Commander Cull, were specially mentioned in one 
of the subsequent reports for their bravery and 
pertinacity in observing under fire by the enemy.  Their 
aeroplane came down in the river, but before it was 
wrecked they had succeeded in sending valuable 
messages.  Both men were rescued after this perilous 
experience, Arnold being awarded the D.S.O. and 
winning his promotion. 
 
    Other wireless stations on this coast at which he was 
stationed included Gonzales Hill, Cape Lazo, and Triangle 
Island. 
 
    His home when he lived in Victoria was with Mr. A.S. 
Calwell, Vancouver Street. 
 
 

 
 

Daily Colonist November 14, 1918 
 

RUPERT IS CENTRE OF SEVERE STORM 
 

Wind at Triangle Island Last Evening Was Blowing 76 
miles an Hour—Disturbance Is Widespread. 

 
   One of the severest storms of the season broke 
yesterday afternoon off the West Coast and was 

spreading inland last night over Northern British 
Columbia. 
   Mr. Napier Denison, director of the Meteorological 
Observatory, stated last night that Prince Rupert at 5 
o’clock had reported the barometer as low as 28.76 
inches.  Although extremely low, this is not the lowest on 
record for that place, 28.21 having been recorded in 
1916 on December 3. 
 

 
The Daily Colonist October 31, 1918 
 

Search Raging Seas For Missing Galiano 
Since She Sent Forth Her Faint Appeal for Aid Early 

Wednesday Morning No Trace of Canadian Naval Patrol 
Vessel Received—Many Victorians Aboard. 

 
   With half a dozen rescue vessels battering their way 
through the tremendous seas in a heroic effort to reach 
the spot whence came early yesterday morning the faint 
and only call for help from the Canadian naval patrol 
boat Galiano, naval authorities here and the relatives 
and friends of members of the crew of the distressed 
vessel are anxiously waiting for word that will tell of the 
fate of the craft. 
 

A Single Call for Help 
 

   Beyond the single wireless message sent out yesterday 
morning at 3 o’clock, which said, “Holds full of water; 
send help,” nothing has since been heard.  When the call 
for help was flashed across the waters a terrific south 
westerly gale was raging.  At the time, it is believed, the 
Galiano would have been about thirty miles off Cape St. 
James, at the southernmost point of the Queen 
Charlotte Islands.  The spot is one of the most hazardous 
in times of rough weather of any along the Coast, and 
while the vessel’s seaworthy qualities were high and 
undoubtedly, unless through accident she were disabled, 
she could ride the seas, it is feared that perhaps some 
accident had disabled her and that, helpless in the face 
of the storm and pounded by the terrific seas she may 
have foundered. 
   Coming so soon, after the tragedy of the Princess 
Sophia and the awful loss of life when that vessel slid off 
Vanderbilt Reef in Lynn Canal, the report of the peril to 
the Galiano and possible loss of officers and crew, nearly 
all of whom are Victorians, greatly shocked people of 
Victoria yesterday. 
 

Victorians Shocked 
 

   All afternoon and evening a constant stream of 
inquiries for news of the missing steamer was received 
at The Colonist, but since the call sent forth yesterday 
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from the vessel not a word has been received 
concerning her fate.  Every effort has been made by the 
naval authorities to secure some news of her 
whereabouts, but without success. 
   A curious fact is that the wireless message sent out by 
the Galiano by here wireless operator, Michael John 
Neary, was picked up by his brother, W.C.Neary, operator 
at the Triangle wireless station. 
   The Galiano left Triangle Island at 5 p.m. on Tuesday on 
her way to the Ikeda wireless station at the southern end 
of the Queen Charlotte Islands.  She was on her usual 
round of the stations.  There was a fierce southwest gale 
blowing at the time.  By 3 a.m. the Galiano would have 
been about thirty miles off Cape St. James, according to 
the calculations of local naval officials. 
   Several possible reasons have been given to account 
for the silence of the patrol boat’s wireless.  Operator 
Neary was using the powerful set of dynamos in the 
engine room.  The emergency wireless equipment’s 
storage batteries on deck were probably put out of 
commission by the waves.  The fact that no further 
messages were received might indicate that her aerials 
had been carried away and that it was impossible to 
make repairs in the heavy sea, or that the engine room 
had become flooded, putting the dynamos out of 
commission. 
 

Well Equipped 
 

   Mariners state that the stretch of water in which the 
Galiano was is probably the worst piece of water on the 
Pacific Coast.  There is a strong tide there and with the 
wind on her quarter the Galiano might easily get a wave 
over her stern that would break into the engine room.  
With the engines out of commission the boat would 
probably drift onto the southwestern extremity of 
Moresby Island.  Even if the vessel had foundered she is 
equipped with a fine lifeboat and a big surfboat and the 
crew, if able to launch these, would be able to live 
through seas that the Galiano could not, according to 
marine men here. 
 

Rescue Vessels Hasten 
 

   All vessels within reach were notified to go to the 
scene whence the S.O.S. was sent out.  The U.S. tug 
Tatoosh is on her way from Swanson Bay, whither she 
had towed the bark Acapulco, and the G.T.P. tug Lorne is 
hastening from Prince Rupert.  Three steam whalers of 
the consolidated Whaling Company have left the rose 
Harbor whaling station to search for the stricken vessel.  
One of these chanced into Ikeda Bay to leave several 
messages to be sent, as none fo the these whalers are 
equipped with wireless.  The operator at Ikeda told of 
the Galiano’s distress and gave the whaler a note to the 

manager at Rose Harbor to which the whaler 
immediately went.  She left soon after for Cape St. 
James.  These whaling steamers are only 90 feet in 
length while the Galiano is 1??.? feet.  The little boats, 
however, were built to stand ocean weather off the 
queen Charlottes and are not daunted by the storms of 
those waters. 
 

Whalers to Rescue 
 

   Ever since the distress message was received by 
Triangle, wireless stations have tried to reach the 
steamer Gray, which was the vessel nearest the scene.  
Although easily within range, for some reason no reply 
could be got from the whaling tender, and she entered 
Rose Harbor last night to hear for the first time of the 
occurrence.  She left at 8 o’clock last night to join the 
other searchers. 
   The steamer Alameda of the Alaska Steamship 
Company started for the Galiano but the last word from 
her said that heavy seas were being encountered and 
the chances of her getting to the scene were small.  The 
steamer Humboldt was reported to be headed to the 
rescue of the Galiano but she reported that she was light 
and could not make headway against the waves. 
   The various rescue craft should have last night reached 
the vicinity where the Galiano was last heard from.  They 
would have to wait until morning before any search 
could be carried on.  The whalers will not be heard from 
until they reach port as they have no wireless. 
   The Galiano probably came within range of the great 
light at Cape St. James which throws an arc twenty five 
miles out to sea.  The distance from Triangle Island to 
Cape St. James is ninety-five miles and the Galiano 
would be making about ten knots with a following sea.  
It was by taking her time at sea and these figures that 
her location was approximately established by naval 
authorities. 
  

A Staunch Craft 
 

   The Galiano was built at Dublin, Ireland, in 1913 for the 
Canadian Naval Service to be used as a fisheries patrol 
vessel.  She was 393 tons gross.  Her length was 1162.3 
feet; her beam was 27.1 feet; and her depth 13.1 feet.  
The patrol vessel Malaspina was a sister ship and was 
built at the same place.  The vessels can make thirteen 
knots but their sailing speed is eleven knots. 
   The Galiano came from the Old Country around Cape 
Horn to Victoria under her own steam and encountered 
fierce storms on the say which tried the seafaring 
qualities of the       From 1913 until a short time ago the 
vessel was in the fishery patrol service and then she was 
used at Esquimalt as a patrol vessel under the White 
Ensign. 
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   The Malaspina was scheduled to make the trip but 
owing to an accident she was unable to sail and the 
Galiano was sent in her place.  Spanish influenza laid up 
so many of the crew that she was forced to borrow some 
men from the Malaspina and also to take some from the 
Navy Yard. 
 

Ship’s Complement 
 

   The complement of the Galiano was as follows: 
   Lieut. R.M.Pope, commander; J.Gilbert, chief officer; 
F.Greenshields, chief engineer; M.J.Neary, wireless 
operator; J.Vinnicombe, bosun; P.Watson, P.Edmonds, 
G.Williamson, A.Reeves, N.McLean, W.J.Bentley, G.Price, 
F.Whitworth, J.Aird, A.Jewkes, A.O.Jones, W.A.Ebbs, 
H.McGuffin, R.E.Newtop, F.G.Peters, R.McLeod, 
A.E.Hume, C.Hanbury, H.Munty, C.S.Bate, M.Tabone, 
A.E.P.Munro, E.C.Poere, T.F.Kaneen, H.Stirrup, 
W.G.Pheriault, W.Wallace, W.J.Stafford, W.J.King, 
H.Mercer, J.Young, M.Dibbya, P.Aitken, A.R.Ordano. 
   Lieut. Pope, commander of the Galiano, has 
commanded the Galiano ever since she came to this 
country in 1913.  He was born in England and came to 
this coast about 15 years ago.  He had already served on 
sailing ships out of Great Britain to India, as was an 
officer aboard the steamers of the East India Company.  
Has also an officer in the Cape service from England to 
Africa.  Later he served on a cruiser in the British Navy as 
a lieutenant.  After he arrived here he made several 
voyages with the Empress of Japan as third officer.  He 
then joined the Quadra and was with her under Capt. J.F. 
Walbran and Capt. C. Hackett.   Lieut. Pope remained 
ashore some time and then took command of the 
Galiano. 
   Frank Greenshields, chief engineer, has been on the 
Galiano ever since she arrived in Victoria. 
 

In Navy When 14 
 

   James Vinnicombe, boatswain on the Galiano, is a 
pensioner of the British Navy for over 20 years, having 
joined the Navy when he was 14 years of age.  He has 
travelled to all parts of the world in war vessels.  In 1914 
he joined the Fisheries Department here, being first 
quartermaster on the Galiano and then boatswain.  He 
was born in London 53 years ago and has two brothers 
there.  Mrs. Vinnicombe lives on Cedar Hill Road, 
Victoria. 
   Michael John Neary, the wireless operator on the 
Galiano, came to Canada on the Princess Sophia when 
she was brought out here from the Old country, coming 
out in capacity of wireless operator on that vessel.  He is 
33 years of age and a native of Scotland and for a time 
was warrant officer in the Navy.  He has been in the 
Government service for a considerable time, and is 

regarded as a thoroughly skilled wireless operator.  His 
relatives live on Superior Street. 
   J.Gilbert, an officer on the Rainbow, was taking the 
place of Chief Officer Ernest G. Alcock, the regular chief 
officer of the boat, the latter having been taken sick as 
the boat was about to leave port. 
   The Galiano took from Triangle Island Miss Emily 
Brunton, the housekeeper there.  Another housekeeper 
was taken up to replace her. 
   The reason that the Galiano sailed on this trip instead 
of waiting until the Malaspina was repaired was that the 
wireless station at Triangle Island had almost exhausted 
its gasoline supply used to supply power for the plant 
and without it the station would be useless. 
 

“A Dangerous Trip” 
 

EDMONTON, Oct. 30.—Roderick McLeod, 16, son of 
Kenneth A. McLeod, a leading citizen of Edmonton, was 
a cadet aboard the steamer Galiano.  In a recent letter 
home he wrote that they were leaving on “a dangerous 
trip” to carry food and supplies to the civilians on 
Carrington Island. 
 

 
The Colonist November 14, 1918 
 

GALIANO OPERATOR A PROMISING INVENTOR 
 

Michael Neary Had Many Patents—Went to Sea for His 
Health—Came on Princess Sophia to Coast 

 
   Michael J. Neary, popularly known as “Tony”, who was 
wireless operator on the ill-fated Galiano when she 
foundered off Cape St. James with all hands, was an 
inventor of very great promise.  He had already shown 
his ability by inventing a springless platform scale, the 
patent for which he obtained early in 1917.  The object 
of the invention is to provide an improved platform scale 
of light and durable construction from which there is an 
entire absence of springs, which the inventor realized 
was the primary cause on inaccuracies.  Another object 
was to provide a scale in which the structure employed 
is a scale in which the structure employed is simple and 
cheap to manufacture, there being no complicated and 
expensive lever mechanism associated with the scale. 
     A later invention of Mr. Neary was an ingenious water 
valve, which is described as being packless, tankless and 
leakless.  This device, the authorities claim, is destined 
to revolutionize the present toilet system. 
   The wireless operator also had patents pending both at 
Ottawa and Washington.  A patent warrant arrived in 
Victoria for him after the Galiano had sailed for the 
North, and in compliance with her son’s wishes, Mrs. 
Neary sent it to Operator Neary at Prince Rupert.  He 
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was destined never to see the results of his labors. 
   Mr. Neary was the son of Mr. and Mrs. P.J. Neary, of 
this city.  He was born near Glasgow, Scotland, in 1885, 
and soon after went to London with his parents.  He 
graduated with honors at school and later entered the 
Civil Service, where he again showed his ability by 
heading the list in the final examinations. 
   As the strain upon him was too great, Mr. Neary had a 
breakdown, in consequence of which his physicians 
ordered him to sea.  At the age of 22 he embarked as 
purser’s clerk on the SS China.  Two voyages completely 
restored him, but after a brief period in the Civil Service 
he found that in order to retain his health he must 
return to sea.  He took up wireless at the British School 
of Telegraphy in London, passing Marconi and British 
Radio. 
   It was at this time that Mr. Neary’s creative powers 
began to manifest themselves.  He was first with the 
Nelson Steamship Line and later with the Royal Mail 
Steam Packet Line. 
   In 1912 he entered the service of the C.P.R. and came 
to Canada as wireless operator on the Princess Sophia 
when she was brought from England for service on this 
coast.  He remained in the service of the company for 
some time, and then went into business for himself until 
the outbreak of war in 1914 when he offered his services 
to the Wireless Branch of the Naval Service and was 
promptly accepted.  In this service he remained until 
disaster befell his ship. 
   The late Mr. Neary had a most genial disposition and 
likeable personality.  Besides his parents he leaves two 
brothers and five sisters, one of whom resides in 
England, her husband, J.J Quinn, being engaged under 
the Ministry of Munitions as manager of the London 
General Omnibus Line. 
 

 
Daily Colonist December 7, 1918 
 
 

BEACON CRACKED BY EARTHQUAKE 
 

Seismic Disturbance Early Friday Morning Does Consid-
erable Damage to Big Light at Estevan—Shock was Se-

vere 
 
   Rocking the great 110 foot concrete tower until it 
cracked in several places the full height, the earthquake 
early Friday morning spilled fifty pounds of the mercury 
bath in which the big light at Estevan revolves, and also 
smashed twenty-two pieces of cut glass in the lens. 
 
   Lighthouse keeper J.F. Jensen reported by wireless to 
the Marine Department yesterday morning that the light 
would not revolve, but will operate, though stationary, 

until repairs are made.  The department sent a man to 
the scene to make an investigation and repairs will be 
made as soon as possible. 
 
   The Meteorological Observatory reports that the quake 
………… 
 
…………..the five first order lights erected in British Co-
lumbia waters. 
 
   The Estevan wireless station which is situated right be-
side the light, reports that all the crockery was broken at 
the station. 
 
   The tremors will still felt at intervals later yesterday 
morning………. 
 
………..will be sent up on the Princess Maquinna to the 
lighthouse. 
 

 
 
Daily Colonist December 15, 1918 
 

RETURNING TODAY FROM LONG SERVICE 
 

Chief Warrant Officer Percy Leonard, of Canadian Radio 
Telegraph Service, Arriving Home 

 
   Friends are hoping today to welcome back to Victoria 
Chief Warrant Officer Percy Leonard, of the Canadian Ra-
dio-Telegraph Service, who left here in August, 1915, and 
has been on duty at various points both in this country 
and overseas since then.  His parents, Mr. and Mrs. G. 
Leonard, and a brother and sister live at 2616 Work 
Street. 
 
   Warrant Officer Leonard first went to Ottawa after vol-
unteering.  There he joined the Stadacona, a patrol boat 
in the St. Lawrence, on which he served for a time as ra-
dio operator.  Later he transferred to the Niobe as wire-
less instructor.  This duty he carried on for three month, 
transferring in February, 1916, to the transport 
Glennspen as wireless operator.  He was subsequently 
wireless operator at Barrington Passage station, begin-
ning his duties there in October, 1916.  In October, 1917, 
he transferred to the Radio Naval School at Ottawa as 
mechanical instructor, where he remained until June this 
year, when he was attached to the Canadian transport 
Golespar.  This vessel, it will be recalled, was torpedoed 
in August in the English Channel and was towed into 
port. 
 
   In England he joined the British Government transport 
“1418”, and was sent to Gibraltar, Italy and Africa.  From 
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there he was sent to New York and Ottawa, enroute 
home, and many friends are waiting to welcome him 
here. 
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1919 
 

 
Daily Colonist May 14, 1919 
 
 

AMATEUR WIRELESS RESTRICTIONS OFF 
 

War-time Regulations Lifted and Stations May Again 
Operate on Pre-War Basis; Licenses Are Necessary. 

 
   The amateur wireless enthusiasts of this city will be 
glad to hear that the war-time regulations on amateur 
stations have been lifted and pre-war regulations are in 
force.  All amateur stations must have a Government 
license and those operating without one will be subject 
to confiscation.  Application forms for licenses may be 
obtained at the office of Mr. E.J. Haughton, district 
superintendent of Canadian government 
Radiotelegraphs, 1230 government Street. 
   Before the war Victoria had 15 amateur stations, while 
Vancouver had 101.  Wireless was a very popular hobby 
in both cities.  There are no new regulations imposed 
upon the stations, but the laxity that prevailed 
concerning licenses before the war will no longer prevail.  
The restriction as to power, etc., will continue.  
Inspection of amateur stations by Government officials 
will take place oftener than before the war. 
 

 
 
Daily Colonist May 14, 1919 
 

MESSAGES FLASHED FROM AEROPLANE 
 

Pathfinder is Piloted in Darkness Over Saanich 
Peninsula—Will Make Flight to Vancouver Today 

 
   Wireless messages were dispatched to and from the 
Pathfinder, the Aerial League’s aeroplane, last night 
while it was piloted in darkness over the city and over 
the Saanich peninsula by Lieut. Robert Rideout.  “It was 
the first time that radio apparatus has been operated in 
aircraft on the Coast and the experiment worked to 
perfection.  While the plane was 3,000 feet up in the air 
above the northern end of Elk Lake messages were 
flashed to the Gonzales station and to the Sprott-Shaw 
wireless school.  Those who received the messages said 
they were extremely loud and clear. 
 
   The Pathfinder was piloted out of the Willows 
aerodrome at 8:45 and returned at 9:15.  Lieut. Legge-
Willis accompanied Lieut. Rideout as passenger.  Before 
leaving the plane was fitted with a wireless transmission 
se installed by Mr. E.J. Haughton, superintendent of the 

wireless service here from the Dominion government, 
ably assisted by representatives of the Sprott-Shaw 
School. 
 
   Today, if weather conditions permit, the Victoria 
branch of the Aerial League will attempt to beat the 54 
minute record established by the Vancouver plane on 
Monday in making the Victoria-Vancouver flight.  The 
Pathfinder will leave the aerodrome at 11 o’clock this 
morning for Vancouver, bearing letters from Postmaster 
H.F. Bishop and Hon. T.D. Pattullo, Minister of Lands, and 
The Colonist and Times to prominent citizens of 
Vancouver.  The plane will return shortly after the 
messages have been delivered.  Lieut. Jack Clemence will 
be the pilot, with Lieut. H.S. Graves as passenger 
 

 
Daily Colonist July 31, 1919 
 

COMPASS STATIONS BEING BUILT BY U.S. 
 

Shipping for British Columbia Ports Will Be Aided by 
New Directional Wireless Installations in Straits. 

 
   Radio compass stations are being installed at Tatoosh, 
Dungeness and a point on the San Juan Islands by the 
American Government.  In addition to these, others are 
being established on the coastline near Grays Harbor 
and along the Oregon and Californian coasts. 
 
   With the aid of these compass stations, each of which 
are located short distances apart so as to comprise a 
chain along the entire coastline, a vessel at sea may 
readily obtain its position in case of heavy fogs.  The ship 
sends a radio which is picked up by the shore stations.  
The ship’s position is computed and flashed back.  At 
twenty-five miles off shore a ships position can be 
calculated to within a mile, while at five miles off the 
position is figured witching two boat lengths. 
 
   There are as yet no compass stations on the British 
Columbia coast, although there have been unofficial 
discussions concerning their need.  Any vessels under 
any registry may use the U.S. stations for learning their 
position, so that these will take the place to a large 
extent of such directional installations on the Canadian 
Pacific coast for vessels coming to this port. 
 

 
Daily Colonist October 12, 1919 
 

AERIAL JOTTINGS 
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   Wireless in the Air—Since the outbreak of war in 1914 
the nations involved have spent much time on the devel-
opment of efficient wireless gear for aircraft.  In this con-
nection it might be interesting to note the wireless 
equipment carried on the R34 on her trip across the At-
lantic. 
 
   In an interview with Lt. R.F. Durant, wireless officer on 
board, published in the Popular Science monthly, an in-
teresting description is given of the sets used.  Three 
main transmitting sets were carried, two being C.W. 
(continuous wave) and one “spark”. 
 
   The high-powered C.W. set used two British Thomson 
Houston vacuum valves with an input of 250 watts each.  
This set had a guaranteed sending range of 1,200 miles, 
and succeeded in working 1,500 miles on several occa-
sions.  The second C.W. set had two 50 watt B.T.H. valves, 
with a normal range of 500 miles.  This second equip-
ment was used for telephony purposes, being capable of 
transmitting audible speech for some 80 miles.  All the 
landing details necessary for berthing the machine were 
obtained over this set.  The last transmitting set was the 
conventional spark type, working on a “ships” wave-
length of 600 metres and capable of some 120 miles, 
though even this set reached 300 miles on one occasion. 
 
   One receiving set (200 to 10,000 metres) was used 
throughout, fitted with three B.T.H. valves and a special 
“hook-up” made by the governmental experimental ser-
vice.  One of the features of the R-34’s wireless was the 
direction finder or “wireless compass.”  By means of this 
equipment the operator was enabled to pick up the 
“ship’s” bearing from any distant wireless signal re-
ceived.  The wireless cabin on the R-34 was lined with 
layers of hair felt, and was virtually sound-proof, even 
with an engine running at full speed a few feet in rear of 
the cabin.  Complete communication was kept up all 
through the voyage out and return, the airship never 
once being out of touch with land. 
 

 
Daily Colonist, October 31, 1919 
 

MARCONI REQUEST FOR LICENSE REPLIED TO 
 

District Wireless superintendent Haughton Claims That 
Government Is Able to Look After Canadian Needs—

Three New Stations to Be Built in British Columbia 
 
   In an interview yesterday with E. Haughton, district Su-
perintendent of government Wireless Stations in con-
nections with the rumor of a high power wireless station 
near Victoria, he had the following to say: 
 

   “Toward the close of last year the Canadian Marconi 
Company of Montreal applied to the Canadian Govern-
ment for a license to operate a medium high powered 
wireless station on this coast for the purpose of com-
municating with ships.  This license was refused, as it is 
the policy of all governments to operate coast wireless 
stations, for obvious reasons.” 
 
   “The Victoria and Vancouver Boards of Trade were in-
duced to endorse the Marconi Company’s application 
and bring all influence possible to bear on the matter.” 
 
   “At the present time the Canadian government oper-
ate a chain of stations covering the whole of the British 
Columbia Coast as far as the Alaskan boundary and give 
an excellent service to ships at sea and to isolated points 
on the Coast, not reached by land line telegraphs.  It will 
therefore be seen that the necessity for a duplication of 
this service does not exist.” 
 
   “Such an arrangement would neither eliminate the de-
lay nor discrimination, if any existed.  The government 
would not consider the proposal.  At the present time 
there is no definite proposal.  At the present time there 
is no definite proposal from anyone to establish a direct 
communication with Japan by wireless telegraph, and 
experts are of the opinion that such a circuit would not 
work satisfactorily continuously, the distance as the crow 
flies being approximately 4,000 miles.  The Bolenas-Hon-
olulu circuit is operated by the American Government, 
being taken over from the Marconi Company two years 
ago.  I understand that the American Government are 
trying to arrange a circuit with the Japanese Government 
to handle business via the American Navy circuit, San Di-
ego, Honolulu, Guam and Manila.  I do not think this cir-
cuit is yet in operation.” 
 

U.S. Stations 
 
   “The United States Navy propose building another sta-
tion somewhere in the vicinity of Seattle and have asked 
for an appropriation of $3,000,000.  The idea is to con-
nect with Siberia and possibly Japan.  They will, however, 
have an intermediate station at Dutch Harbor to re-
transmit for them.  This cuts the distance in two and 
makes the proposal of trans-Pacific communication quite 
feasible.  Unfortunately the British Empire does not own 
an island in between which could be used as a relay.” 
 
   “It is all very well to say that we want trans-Pacific 
wireless communication at once, but I do not believe 
that the Government would commence the construction 
of a two-million-dollar station without the most exhaus-
tive preliminary testing and I feel absolutely certain that 
a private Company would not expend a large amount 



112News items were transcribed from the Victoria Daily Colonist Newspaper, British Columbia, Canada 

with the hope of some day or another getting their 
money back, if everything went all right.  It would not be 
business.” 
 
   “The Canadian Government has not by any means ne-
glected the Pacific Coast as far as wireless telegraph 
communication is concerned.  There are ten commercial 
stations operating.  The Government stations are able to 
reach ships from one thousand to fifteen hundred miles 
from Victoria, an excellent service is given to coasting 
vessels, also to Ketchikan and the Alaskan points as well 
as to Ocean Falls, Swanson Bay and the Queen Charlotte 
Islands.  Nothing has been overlooked to make the ser-
vice as near perfect as possible.  A small factory was 
erected last year near Esquimalt at a cost of about 
$10,000.  This takes care of all repairs and the manufac-
ture of special equipment used in wireless telegraphy.” 
 

Government Concessions 
 
   “The Government have granted many concessions to 
the users of its wireless telegraph, such as a “ships busi-
ness” rate, local ferry boat rate, a reduced rate to ships 
plying on the Coast.  We also supply a bulletin three 
times daily covering weather and ships spoken.  This is 
sent in from ten points on the coast, and is supplied to 
the British Columbia, papers free of charge.  Other ser-
vices are rendered by the Canadian Wireless Telegraph 
of much benefit to shipping men.” 
 
   “In comparing the rates charged for radio messages by 
the Canadian Government on this Coast and by the Com-
panies operating on the East Coast, it will easily be seen 
that we have the advantage.  Taking the trans-Pacific 
rate of 12 cents per word as an example, you will find for 
similar service on the Atlantic the coast will be 17 cents 
per word via Cape Race and 22 cents per word via Cape 
Sable, having a view that although the Atlantic stations 
are operated by a company the Canadian Government 
pay a subsidy of $3,200 per annum to each station (this 
is about the cost of operation), the rate is fairly high.  It 
will be seen that a wireless coastal service is not exactly 
paying proposition, but is certainly indispensable, and to 
be operated successfully and economically should be in 
operation by the Government for the people.  Most all 
wireless stations are isolated, special ships have to carry 
supplies, and they are usually available to the Govern-
ment.  A private company could not handle such stations 
and make any money.” 
 

Improvements Under Way 
 
   “We have in hand now extensive improvements to the 
present system.  It is proposed to install a station of 
about 25 K.W. in power, using the Poulsen system.  This 

station will be situated in the vicinity of Vancouver, an-
other station midway between Vancouver and Prince Ru-
pert to take the place of Triangle Island, which is to be 
abandoned, and a third station in the north, probably 
Digby Island.  These stations will take care of the traffic 
from the Queen Charlotte Islands and private stations, 
leaving the balance of the stations for ship work.” 
 
   “In almost twelve years operating, the Canadian sta-
tions have not had a single interruption due to faulty 
equipment, storms or any other cause.  The stations are 
extensively used by American vessels plying to the north 
and frequent comment has been made on the excel-
lence of the service provided.” 
 
   “Our great trouble now is to obtain efficient operating 
staff.  Coast station work requires and experienced oper-
ator and especial training.  As all of the outside stations 
generate their own power, engines and machines have 
to be operated.  It has been found that men with land 
line training make good wireless operators.  The diffi-
culty however, is to get such men to go to isolated 
places.” 
 
   “Reverting to your announcement in this morning’s pa-
per of the proposed beg wireless station.  A station of 
say 200 K.W. would occupy a site covering about twenty 
acres, it would take about 18 months to build and equip, 
probably cost $3,000,000.” 
 
   “To be operated successfully it would have to be situ-
ated at a considerable distance from all lighting systems 
in order to avoid induction.  The cost of other considera-
tions which are concerned in the building of a high 
power station cannot be casually dealt with.  The Gov-
ernment have naturally to step very carefully in an enter-
prise of this kind, and you may depend that a private 
company will think a good many times before they take 
any definite steps involving the expenditure of their 
shareholder’s funds.” 
 

 
 
Daily Colonist, December 23, 1919. 
 

VICTORIA RADIO CLUB IMPROVES POSITION 
 

Wireless Telegraphy and Telephony In All Its Various 
Phases to Be Studied by Newly Formed Association. 

 
   Starting off with a bumper meeting last Monday week, 
the Victoria Radio club last night got down to the elec-
tion of officers and covered much business suggested at 
the first meeting. 
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   Mr. E.J. Houghton superintendent of the Dominion 
Wireless in British Columbia, was elected honorary presi-
dent, and Messers J.W. Beatty, Chief Engineer Stevenson, 
Assistant Engineer Taylor and A.P Hill honorary vice-pres-
idents of the Victoria Radio Club. 
 
   Mr. E.L. Knott was chosen president, with C.T. Foot as 
vice, and Mr. E. Rossiter was elected to the combined 
posts of secretary-treasurer.  Thirty-five members have 
enrolled to date, including professionals and amateurs.  
It is the aim of the club to bring professionals and ama-
teurs together for the advancement of the knowledge of 
wireless here on the coast. 
 
   It was felt that the professional operator and the pro-
fessional wireless mechanic would be of invaluable aid 
to the club in the general advancement of the science, in 
both telegraphy and telephony as applied to wireless.  
Wireless science has progressed so rapidly in the course 
of the last few years, than many interested are not fully 
up to date on the latest changes of the interesting and 
fascinating art of transmission through space. 
 
   The club will hold regular meetings for instructional 
and social purposes and will arrange for lecturers to talk 
on the various phases of the complicated subject of elec-
tro-magnetic propagation of energy through ether.  So 
called “ground wireless” will also be studied, and all the 
variety of forms of the new valves, as applied to continu-
ous wave transmission and reception, will be thoroughly 
gone into. 
 
   Continuous wave transmission has created something 
akin to a revolution in wireless apparatus in Europe, and 
the wireless telephone has been advanced far beyond 
the old-time cumbersome apparatus and method of pro-
cedure. 
 
   Altogether the Victoria Radio Club has made a splendid 
beginning and should be accorded the warmest support, 
standing as it does for advancement and progress of one 
of the most vital sciences of modern days.  Mr. E. Ros-
siter, the secretary, can be reached care of the Sprott-
Shaw Business School, and will place applications for 
membership before the executive. 
 
   Members are of the three classes, active, associate and 
honorary.  Active members must be over 18 years of age, 
or hold the equivalent to a second-class government 
wireless certificate.  Associate members must be over 16 
years of age and have a fair knowledge of wireless regu-
lations as applicable to the Dominion.  Honorary mem-
bers are appointed at the instigation of the executive 
council, following up application by one or more active 
members in good standing. 
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Daily Colonist January 20, 1920 
 

WIRELESS EXHIBIT CRREATES SURPRISE 
 

Radio Club Show Sets Capable of Enormous Distances—
Continuous Wave Reception From Spain and Japan 

 
    Amateur night at the Victoria Radio Club called forth a 
display of receiving and transmitting apparatus that has 
never been seen before in this city.  Spark sets, 
continuous sets, sets that were a combination of both, 
and sets that could be used for wireless telephony, all 
were there. 
 
   Some of the junior members brought sets that they 
had manufactured themselves out of a few places of 
cardboard and a penknife.  Others showed sets that 
could not be obtained anywhere in Canada in point of 
completeness and finish.  Some sets could manage a 
distance of two miles—taking joy in receiving from 
Gonzales.  Others again, where in touch, as far as 
reception goes, with places as far east as Yokahama, 
while the continuous wave stations in Spain were readily 
audible. 
 
    Many of the better sets showed ingenious application 
of the three electrode valve, and the modern 
improvements in the latter.  From the point of view of 
wireless ingenuity and keenness, last night’s display 
could not have been excelled.  Some fifty people 
attended, and were entertained with addresses on the 
subject of the individual sets, that explained many of the 
mysteries of wireless telegraphy and telephony. 
 
   Amongst those who displayed sets or apparatus were 
the following: H.S. Allen, A.C. Hughes, G.M. Warnick, 
R.W. Young, C.T. Foote, B. Ripley and several others.  Mr. 
Allen’s continuous wave receiving set was a marvel of 
completeness and efficiency and this set is capable of 
feats of continuous wave reception that would surprise 
many who do not appreciate the power of the modern 
valve.  Mr. Foote exhibited an emergency set, such as 
used on shipboard for the sending of distress calls or 
when the ship’s set is out of order.  The exhibits were 
well finished and showed much inventiveness. 
 

 
 
Daily Colonist January 27, 1920 
 

VICTORIA RADIO CLUB FOR RECOGNITION 

 
Wireless Enthusiasts Out to Show That They Can Keep 

Out When Told—Trust in Amateur Status 
 
    At a meeting of the Victoria Radio Club last night in 
the Pemberton Building it was announced that the 
Government authorities up to the present have fully co-
operated with the organization and that it will be shortly 
announced to what extent the former will be willing to 
recognize the status of the amateur radio enthusiast. 
 
    To get in line with the coming events the Radio Club 
last night drew up a set of regulations for the guidance 
of its members with respect to non-interference with the 
Government stations.  It was unanimously decided that 
if at a later the club should be accorded the privilege of 
operation sets it would do so only through the efficient 
and well manned control station at the club 
headquarters that would preclude all possibility of 
interfering with the commercial work on this coast. 
 
    Mr. Ripley was re-elected vice-president.  The 
membership of the Radio Club is now over fifty, and 
growing daily.  An effort is to be made by members to 
secure memberships from all radio enthusiasts in the 
district.  It was felt that the club was working for the 
good of the amateur status in the Dominion, and could 
by an intelligent and sane stand in all matters secure the 
utmost goodwill and co-operation from the authorities. 
 
    It was the individual amateur that in many cases 
spoiled the fascinating art for all, and the club would 
leave no stone unturned to gather all wireless operators, 
professional and amateur, into its ranks.  The club rooms, 
No. 323 Pemberton building, are now to be open every 
night in the week between the hours of 8 and 10 o’clock. 
 

 
The Daily Colonist March 21, 1920 
 

MAY SUCCEED DURING THE WEEK 
 

Demonstrators on “Wireless Telephone” Now in Seattle 
“Tuning Up” Instrument to Harmonized With Victoria 

 
   “We hope to reach San Francisco sometime next 
week,” stated Mr. J.H. Beatty yesterday, referring to the 
demonstrations in wireless telephony, which are now 
being carried on over the Nation Radio Company’s 
apparatus set up in the Sprott-Shaw School, Pemberton 
Building. 
 
   Telegrams as well as telephone messages can be 
received over this “wireless phone.”  Amateurs close by, 
it is reported on the evidence of many who came in the 
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path of the messages sent out during the past forty-eight 
hours, can receive ‘phone calls on their ordinary 
receiving apparatus.  For long-distance work, however, a 
special valve receiver such as is used in high power 
wireless station has to be used.  “Long distance” in this 
instance means for distances over one hundred miles.  
There are no wireless amateur wireless telephones in 
Victoria, although some amateur owners of wireless 
telegraph sets in the city picked up the telephone 
conversation and the music, and replied back in wireless 
telegraphy in dots and dashes on the wireless set in the 
course of yesterday. 
 
   It may be interesting to those who have not 
experienced a demonstration of wireless telephony to 
know that the transmission of messages is not 
accompanied by the roar of sparks such as comes from 
the ordinary wireless telegraph spark set, as there is no 
noise except a slight hissing while the transmission is 
going on.  The speaker uses an ordinary transmitter such 
as one sees on a telephone, and wears on his head a pair 
of cones similar to those used by the wireless 
telegrapher.  He does not require to stop any machinery 
while he is receiving, as there is o motor. 
 

Remarkably Clear 
 
   Some idea of the clarity of the signals may be gained 
from the fact that when they were received at the Point 
Grey (Vancouver) wireless station they were so loud that 
they drowned ordinary telegraph signals, and in the 
latter respect the station had to cease operations for a 
short time. 
 
   “Many people have asked how we want to receive,” 
said Mr. Beatty, are able to select the signal which 
(words missing in the original) “this is done by using 
condensers and by adding inductions.”  This, too, may 
sound slightly technical to the uninitiated.  But the 
process of “tuning” is done simply by turning a little dial 
in the panel of the receiving equipment, and it is not 
difficult to learn. 
 
   A slight mistake was made yesterday in referring to the 
musical part of the demonstration, the phonograph lent 
by Fletcher Bros. being a Victor Victrola, not a Columbia, 
as stated. 
 

 
 
The Daily Colonist March 27, 1920 
 

DEMONSTRATION IS SUCCESSFUL 
 

Test of Wireless Telephone with Terminal City 

Completed Yesterday Prove Superior Efficiency of 
System 

 
   Demonstrations of the possibilities of wireless 
telephony were continued at the Provincial Parliament 
Building yesterday morning, when Capt. J.W. Troup, 
manager of the Canadian Pacific Coast SS Service, 
speaking from this city, carried on a conversation with 
Capt. C.H. Nicholson, of Vancouver, who occupies a 
similar position with the Grand Trunk Pacific Company.  
The conversations, as to the Victoria end of them, were 
from the Arts and Crafts Museum, Provincial Library, 
where the wireless telephone apparatus was installed by 
the Marconi Wireless Company on Monday and Tuesday 
last.  The other end of the wireless connection in 
Vancouver was at the Court House in that city. 
   The demonstration was given under the personal 
direction of Mr. L.S. Hawkins, general superintendent for 
British Columbia of the Marconi Wireless Company.  As 
announced previously, the tests are being made at the 
direct instance of the Provincial Forestry Service, the 
officials of which service are investigating the 
possibilities of wireless telephony in connection with the 
forest fire protection, which forms such an important 
branch of the duties of the Provincial foresters. 
   Yesterday’s tests demonstrated the entire practicability 
of wireless telephony for the most commercial and 
industrial purposes.  Messers C.H. Bowes, W.H. Bone and 
A.E. Foreman, representing the Victoria Board of Trade, 
were present at the morning’s demonstration yesterday, 
and expressed themselves as impressed with the 
successful adaptation of wireless to the purpose of 
telephonic communication. 
   The conversations were opened from the Victoria end 
by Mr. Hawkins, who sent glowing reports of the local 
weather conditions to Capt. Nicholson.  The latter, as a 
Vancouver man, was able to appreciate this sort of 
persiflage with an expert’s valuation; and the chuckles of 
the captain, as he prepared to reply in similar vein, were 
as convincing as anything could be of the fact that 
wireless must now include telephony, as well as 
telegraphy, among the accomplished facts of the 
wonderful invention of Signor Marconi. 
 

Voice Sounds More Natural 
 

   Capt. Nicholson’s voice, as it carried over the waters of 
the Sound on the viewless and intangible currents of the 
imminent ether, had even less of the artificial seeming 
than is customary in the sound of a voice in an ordinary 
telephone instrument.  At times the conversation was 
disturbed by and interspersed with the dots and dashes 
of wireless telegraphic messages sending from the 
Government Wireless Station at Gonzales Hill.  Mr. 
Hawkins explained that much of this interference could 
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be eliminated for practical purposes by the “tuning” of 
the receiver. 
   Not to be behind-hand in the courtesies of the 
function, The Colonist sent its congratulations to 
Vancouver, by way of Capt. Nicholson, on the fact that 
the Mainland city had escaped the recent influenza 
epidemic, from which Victoria had slightly suffered.  
These felicitations were suitably acknowledged, with 
becoming seriousness by the captain, who added that 
the Provincial Health Officer was now satisfied that the 
epidemic had run its course. 
   Other conversations between Victoria and Vancouver 
yesterday were those between Chief Forester Grainger, 
of the Provincial Forest Service, and District Forester 
Caverhill of Vancouver.  The chief carried on with his 
lieutenant a business conversation actually relating to 
the work of his department.  The Provincial Forest 
Service is seriously considering the use of wireless 
telephony in connection with the very important branch 
of its activities which are concerned with fire protection 
in the Provincial forests in the summer. 
 

 
Colonist May 18, 1920 
 

AUDION VALVE SET IS DEMONSTRATED 
 

Victoria Radio Club Spends Evening With Latest in 
Wireless Equipment—Messages From Distant Points 

 
   Those who listened last night at the demonstration of 
the audion valve receiving set, given by the Victoria 
Radio Club, in the Pemberton building clubroom, head 
messages from the Hawaiian Islands, Annapolis 
(Maryland), and San Diego and Avalon (California). 
 
   The demonstration was well attended by members of 
the Radio Club, who showed a great deal of interest. 
 
   The equipment used was built here by Mr. H.S. Allen, 
an amateur wireless enthusiast, who saw service 
overseas with the wireless Signaling Corps.  Allen 
operated the apparatus last night, and also answered 
many questions and gave a short explanation of the 
working of the system. 
 
   The audion valve receiving set is for the reception of 
continuous waves, a comparatively new discovery in 
wireless telegraphy.  The set rectifies and amplifies 
signals received, and by this means weak signals are 
boosted up so that it is possible to receive more than ten 
times the normal distance. 
 
   Mr. Allen has, during the past winter, heard the 
stations in Germany and also one in Rome. 

 

 
Colonist July 25, 1920 
 

ESTEVAN ARRIVES WITH SKELETON CREW 
 

Few Remain on Lighthouse Tender but Officers, Who 
Steered and did Part of the Firing. 

 
……returned to his ship, bringing her down to Victoria. 
 
   The Estevan was to have called Triangle Island on the 
way south to pick up a crew of men who have been 
dismantling the Triangle light, but owing to the few men 
on board the ship came right through.  The officers did 
their own steering and deckhand work, and some of the 
firing.  A couple of men were picked up before leaving 
Prince Rupert. 
 
   …The Newington was still tied…….. 
 

 
Daily Colonist August 8, 1920 
 

SEARCH FOR SITES 
 

   The Malaspina left Esquimalt on Thursday for a voyage 
around Vancouver Island with a party of wireless officials 
who are looking over likely sites for the new wireless 
stations which are to be built.  This party includes 
Superintendent-Engineer Thompson, of the dominion 
government Radio Service, from Ottawa, Mr. Stevenson, 
who is in charge of the wireless workshop at Esquimalt, 
and Mr. E. Haughton, district radio superintendent.  
Extensive experiments at different points with a view to 
choosing suitable sites have been carried on for some 
time past. 
 
 

 
 
Daily Colonist September 19, 1920 
 

TO DISMANTLE STATION 
 

   The Triangle Island wireless station is to be dismantled 
next spring, it is understood.  The location has been 
found to be too inaccessible.  It is understood that a 
station will be constructed at the northern end of 
Vancouver Island to take the place of the Triangle plant.  
A survey was recently made by Federal radio officials 
with a view to ascertaining the best sites for this and 
other stations.  It is often found very difficult to land 
stores at Triangle Island and vessels sometimes lay off 
for days awaiting a favorable opportunity.  The 
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Malaspina will leave for Triangle with supplies early in 
October. 
 

Daily Colonist October 10, 1920 
 

TWO WIRELESS STAIONS TO CLOSE 
 
   The wireless station at Ikeda is being dismantled, while 
that at Pachena is closed.  The latter has been found 
unnecessary in the radio work of the British Columbia 
coast, but is not yet being dismantled in case some use 
might be found for it.  There are no operators there.  The 
Triangle station will be the next to close.  There are no 
plans yet announced for new radio posts. 
 

 
Daily Colonist October 19, 1920 
 

NOTICE TO MARINERS 
 

Queen Charlotte Islands—Ikeda Point—Radiotelegraph 
station discontinued. 
Position—On the headland.  Latitude N 52 degrees 17 
minutes 11 seconds, Longitude W 131 degrees, 7 
minutes, 23 seconds. 
Station discontinued—Ikeda point radiotelegraph 
station, call letters V.A.I. has been permanently 
discontinued. 
 
[Note:  VAI call sign was eventually transferred to Point 
Grey/ Vancouver Radio.. Frank] 
 

 
Daily Colonist August 24, 1920 
 

NOT DISMANTLING LAZO YET 
 

Superintendent Haughton Says Report that Radio Post 
to Be Done Away With is at Least Premature 

 
   The statement in a Vancouver paper that the Lazo 
wireless station will be dismantled is at least premature, 
according to a statement by Mr. E. Haughton, 
superintendent of wireless stations for the Dominion 
Government on the Pacific coast, says The Comox Argus.  
Mr. Haughton visited Cape Lazo on Wednesday night in 
his launch and on being queried on the report said there 
was no truth in the report. 
 
    The report may have arisen from the fact that a few 
shacks that sheltered the guards at Cape Lazo during the 
war are being disposed of, but the statement that the 
land and buildings are being sold is not true.  It is quite 
true that the station at Cape Lazo is not as essential as it 
once was owning to the development of wireless 

telegraphy and the greater wave lengths that can be 
sent, but decision to dismantle it has not yet been made. 
 

 
The Daily Colonist November 26, 1920 
 

RADIO STATION SITE IS CHOSEN 
 

Hope Island to Get the Plant Which Will Replace That at 
Triangle Which is to Be Dismantled 

 
   A site for a new wireless station to replace that on 
Triangle Island, which is to be dismantled early next year, 
has been chosen at Bull Harbor, Hope Island, near 
Shushartie, near the north end of Vancouver Island. 
   The new station will be of similar power to that now at 
Triangle, and will handle traffic from ships and northern 
stations. 
   The Ikeda station, which was closed some time ago, 
has been dismantled.  The rigging gear and machinery 
were brought to Victoria, while the sectional houses 
there have been taken down and moved to Bull Harbor, 
where they will be used during the construction of the 
new station. 
   The 300 foot mast at Ikeda, four feet in diameter at the 
base, and one of the largest on the coast, was dropped 
after the rigging was removed. 
   Pachena station has been closed, but may be reopened 
later, should necessity arise. 
    Some improvements are being made at Estevan 
wireless station.  The plant there will be somewhat 
increased in power.  Two new bungalows for the 
accommodations of the staff are to be erected. 
    Improvements are also being made at Alert Bay and 
Point Grey stations, which will bring the equipment up to 
date. 
    An inspector of radio-telegraph stations has been 
appointed for British Columbia, Mr. Walter Howard, late 
chief operator at Point Grey, having been given the 
position.  He has already commenced the inspection of 
amateur stations in Victoria.  All amateur radio-
telephone stations must have a license and comply with 
the regulations that go with one.  The inspector is seeing 
that this is done. 
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Daily Colonist, January 20, 1921 
 

RUSSIA IS SPOKEN FROM MID-OCEAN 
 

Empress in Touch With Estevan 2,000 Miles at Sea—the 
Marama Speaks 1,500 Miles Out 

 
  Some long wireless catches were made by the 
Government wireless stations on this island on Tuesday 
night.  Conditions were good, and messages were 
transmitted over two thousand miles.  An extra-long 
touch established with the C.P.O.S. Royal Mail liner 
Empress of Russia was possible, it is thought, because of 
the new continuous wave wireless installation.  This 
improved plant has been put on both the empress of 
Asia and the Empress of Russia and permits the ships 
keeping in touch with Vancouver Island from Yokohama. 
 
   Tuesday night’s messages were from the empress of 
Russia from a distance of 2,020 miles, the Marama, of 
the Canadian-Australian service, from 1,500 miles, the 
N.Y.K. steamer Toyama Maru, from 1,140 miles out, the 
Blue funnel liner Tyndareus, from 1,080 miles distant, 
and the Canadian Inventor, from 1,950 miles out.  These 
messages were all picked up by Estevan station.  
Triangle, on the north end of Vancouver Island, reported 
contact with the Canadian Highlander, 660 miles 
southwest of Tatoosh.   
 

 
Victoria Daily Colonist, January 30, 1921 
 

STORM ISOLATES VICTORIA FROM NEWS OF WORLD 
 

Press Service Breaks Down With Disruption of Cables 
and Wires—Wireless Stations Helpless in Emergency—

Communicate With Point Grey, But Not With Vancouver 
 

CITY HELPLESS WITHOUT CAR AND LIGHTING SERVICE 
LAST NIGHT 

 
   Victoria was shut out from the news of the world as a 
result of the storm that struck the British Columbia coast 
last night.  The disturbance was for a time of hurricane 
proportions, and it served to disrupt the new service 
upon which the capital city of the Province has to rely.  
Cables and wires were “down” early in the evening.  
When it was discovered that there was so possibility of 
the breaks being repaired before morning, attempts 

were made to get into touch with the Canadian Pres at 
Vancouver by wireless.  It was found to be quite possible 
to get into communication with the Point Grey station, 
but the six miles between Point Grey and the mainland 
city proved to be an insurmountable barrier to the 
transmission of news by the mainland purveyors, and it 
seemed preferable that Victoria should go without news 
than the strenuous steps should be taken to surmount 
intervening barriers at that end.  It is for this reason that 
Colonist readers will find their favorite pages a little 
lacking in world interest this morning. 
 

 
Victoria Daily Colonist, July 3, 1921 
 

KEEPER HOMELESS AT PACHENA LIGHT 
 
   Fire destroyed the dwelling house at Pachena Point 
lighthouse on the West Coast, Thursday, leaving the 
lightkeeper, G.A.Couldery, and his wife without food and 
shelter.  The tender Newington has been dispatched by 
the Department of Marine to repair the damage.  The 
lighthouse was undamaged, and is working as usual. 
 

 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, August 11, 1921 
 

GREAT WIRELESS PLANT BUILDING AT ESTEVAN 
 

New Station Will Be Most Powerful On B.C. Coast—To 
Speak Ships At 2,000 Miles By Day And Double That 

Distance By Night—Operating Next Year 
 
   By the end of this year, perhaps before, a great new 
wireless station, five times the size of the present plant, 
will be speaking ships at sea from Estevan, on the West 
Coast of Vancouver Island.  The new apparatus will be 
the most powerful in British Columbia, a 25 kilo-watt 
station, with a day range of anywhere from 1,500 to 
2,000 miles.  It will be used for ship-to-shore work only, 
handling no interstation messages.  The plant at present 
in operation at Estevan is a 5 kilo-watt station, with a 
normal day range of 500 miles. 
 
   Construction of the new station has already begun, 
declared Mr. E.J. Haughton, superintendent of the British 
Columbia stations, yesterday, on returning from a tour of 
the coast wireless facilities.  The job is no small one, and 
will take about eight months to finish.  Men are now 
engaged on building the powerhouse that will contain 
the plant.  It will be operated by a large storage battery 
and should be complete by the end of the year. 
 

Will Reach Across Pacific 
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   The new station will be an invaluable addition to the 
Canadian Government wireless service on this coast.  
The normal sea range will be 2,000 miles.  This means 
that ships will be spoken at that distance in the face of 
the ordinary atmospheric difficulties of the daylight 
hours.  Under similar handicaps, the range of the present 
Estevan plant is only 500 miles.  Ships like the Empress of 
Asia and the Empress of Russia carry apparatus with 
power for 300 miles only under like difficulties.  Yet at 
night, under more settled atmospheric conditions, it is 
one of the commonest of occurrences for the Empresses 
and Estevan to be in communication at 2,000 miles and 
more.  The station now being built will be able to reach 
out after shipping at double that distance during the 
calm hours of the night, and to be in touch with vessels 
far and wide on the Pacific. 
 

New Station at Vancouver 
 
   A second great station will probably be erected near 
Vancouver at some future date, Mr. Haughton says.  It 
will be a 50 kilo-watt plant, and more powerful even that 
the new Estevan station.  The Vancouver apparatus will 
be devoted to inter-station work only.  The department 
has had this project under consideration for some time, 
but there is no immediate intention of starting the work. 
 
   Mr. Haughton returned yesterday after accompanying 
Mr. G.J. Desbarats, Deputy Minister for Naval Affairs, 
north on a tour of the stations.  The deputy minister has 
finished his inspection and has returned to Ottawa. 
 

Work With Rupert 
 
Vancouver, Aug. 10.—G.J. Desbarats, Deputy Minister of 
Naval Affairs, who has just been on a tour of northern 
coastal waters on the D.G.S. Malaspina, announces that 
his department has in view other installation of a very 
powerful wireless station near Vancouver to undertake 
land work, and to communicate with more distant 
stations up the coast. 
 
   “If this plan is carried out,” said Mr. Desbarats, “there 
would also be a more powerful station at Prince Rupert 
and this would allow Prince Rupert to work direct with 
Vancouver.  At present they have to do it by way of Alert 
Bay or Bull Harbor.  By working direct there would be a 
great saving of time. 
 
   “The new Vancouver station,” he added, “would be 
located several miles from Point Grey, so that there 
would be no interference.  We are now working on the 
matter of location, and are experimenting to see how 
near the other station we can go without interfering.  

When the new station is erected Point Grey will handle 
shipping business only.” 
 

Wireless Innovations 
 
   Mr. Desbarats said that the latest innovation is wireless 
was the introduction of the continuous wave system, 
which was a great improvement on the one now in use.  
Two instruments have been secured from the British 
Admiralty, and these are being installed at Point Grey 
and Alert Bay.  Another one may be placed at Prince 
Rupert.  While this method is a great improvement over 
the old one, the one on which the British admiralty is 
pinning its faith is a valve system, but so far the valves 
cannot be manufactured commercially, as their life is too 
short.  They are too fragile.  Experiments are now being 
undertaken with the idea of improving them and it is 
probably the best method of the future. 
 
 

 
 
Daily Colonist November 4, 1921 
 

WIRELESS STATION ON LULU ISLAND SHORE 
 
VANCOUVER, Nov. 3—A new wireless station will be 
erected on the west shore of Lulu Island by the 
Dominion Government, according to information 
reaching the city today. 
 
   When Hon. E.J. Desbarats, Deputy Minister of Naval 
Service, visited British Columbia last Summer, he 
conducted a survey of available lands at Lulu Island and 
recommended the purchase of certain parcels.  It is 
learned that these are now being bought by the 
Government. 
 
   It is understood that a high power wireless station is to 
be erected there in the near future.  This station will take 
care of thee commercial needs of Vancouver, leaving the 
Point Grey plant free to attend to transportation and 
shipping.  Whether or not other stations will be 
necessary along the coast to work with the new one is 
not known.  Further announcement concerning the 
erection and operation of the new station is expected 
shortly. 
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HEAR BROADCASTING FROM FAR STATIONS 
 

Dominion Government Wireless Officials Install Sensi-
tive Receiving Apparatus in Their Homes 

 
   Mr. E.J. Haughton, Dominion Government wireless tel-
egraph superintendent for British Columbia, and Mr. 
Howard, the inspector of radio in this city, have installed 
sensitive receiving apparatus in their homes.  Every night 
they listen to concerts, grand opera and broadcasting 
from any stations, including those in Kansas City, Salt 
Lake City, San Francisco, Portland and many other places 
on the Pacific Coast. 
 
   For the convenience of broadcast listeners transmis-
sion from the powerful local Government station at Gon-
zales Hill has been stopped between the hours of seven 
and ten, which, at the recent conference between spark 
amateurs and music enthusiasts of Victoria, were set 
aside for the benefit of the latter.  Urgent messages only 
are transmitted during the above hours. 
 
   The local broadcasting station, C.H.C.A. Will soon be in 
operation, and those possessing even simple receiving 
sets will then be entertained with the latest music.  
C.H.C.A. Is owned and controlled by the Western Canada 
Radio Supply Co., under the capable direction of Mr. K.G. 
Moffat, the local radio expert. 
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Victoria Daily Colonist April 11, 1923 
 

WEST COAST WILL BE WELL GUARDED 
 

CARMANAH, PACHENA, BEALE TO HAVE RADIO PHONES 
 

Clayoquot Lifesaving Station to Be Linked by Cable With 
Lennard Island Lighthouse 

 
   Reports from Ottawa indicate that the wireless tele-
phone system to be established on the West Coast to be 
established on the West Coast in conjunction with a life-
saving ship will affect three lighthouses only.  These will 
be Carmanah, Pachena and Cape Beale.  The Bamfield 
life-saving station, where the ship will be stationed, will 
be equipped in the same manner, so that communica-
tion will be possible at all times between these four 
points. 
 
   The vessel will be on duty during the Fall and Winter 
months, fully equipped and capable of rendering assis-
tance under almost any conditions that may arise.  It will 
have line-throwing and other modern apparatus for sav-
ing life. 
 
   In connection with the Clayoquot life-saving station, it 
has been decided to re-establish cable communication 
with Lennard Island lighthouse, which was interrupted 
because of defective landing of the shore ends of the ca-
ble.  Steps, which have proved successful elsewhere, will 
be taken to overcome the difficulties. 
 
   The installation of the wireless telephone system will 
be costly process, it is expected.  Although the receiving 
apparatus is simple enough, the sending gear which 
each lighthouse will require is more elaborate.  Moreo-
ver, should the present lighthouse keepers be called 
upon to operate the wireless system, they will need ex-
tensive training beforehand. 
 
   There is considerable speculation along the waterfront 
as to the vessel which will be secured for life-saving pur-
poses.  The Government services at the present time 
possess no vessel suited to any pronounced degree for 
the work.  The Malaspina, frequently mentioned in that 
connection, is a sister ship of the Galiano, which was 
caught in a gale off Triangle Island in 1913 and found-
ered with all hands. 
 

Victoria Daily Colonist, May 19, 1923 
 

LIGHTHOUSE SHIP TO TEST WIRELESS 
 

ESTEVAN TO MAKE DIRECTION FINDING EXPERIMENTS 
 

Radio Engineers Go Forth in June to Pick Site for New 
Station on the West Coast 

 
   The lighthouse tender Estevan, Capt. Bilton, will work 
with the radiotelegraph branch of the Marine 
Department next month.  It is expected when Pachena 
Point is being tested as a suitable site for the Canadian 
Government's new direction finding wireless station.  
Arrangements to that end are now being made with the 
lighthouse service. 
 
   The D.F. apparatus has been a little longer in arriving 
from the East than was at first anticipated and the 
Pachena test consequently will not be held before June.  
Departmental engineers will leave Victoria by the 
Princess Maquinna on the first of that month, leaving 
the vessel at Bamfield, whence they will be taken to 
Pachena by the Bamfield lifeboat.  The Estevan in the 
meantime will be making a trip to West Coast 
lighthouses with supplies, and on the way back to 
Victoria will stop off Pachena for the duration of the 
tests.  Ten days will be required for the work, it is 
expected. 
 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, May 20, 1923 
 

HOLD WIRELESS TEST AT PACHENA POINT 
 

Pacific Cable Company Erecting Experimental Wireless 
Plant Before Laying Proposed Cable 

 
   Vancouver, May 19.--The Pacific Cable Company is 
already busy erecting an experimental wireless plant at 
Pachena Point, and it is possible that the company will 
turn to wireless rather than lay the new cable that is 
proposed.  The shore line of the new cable has reached 
Victoria on the motor-ship Dominion Miller.  The work at 
Pachena Point was started some time ago, and is 
proceeding speedily, it is said.  Another station is to be 
erected midway across the Pacific and the there will be 
connection with a big station in Asia.  All this depends, 
however, on the success of the experiment at Pachena.  
The Government abandoned Pachena Point light 
because there was so much iron in the ground in the 
vicinity that it was difficult, and sometime impossible, to 
receive.  It is owing to this that the Government has not 
definitely stated where the new directional wireless 
station will be erected.  It is thought that the Pacific 
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experts have devised some means to overcome the 
receiving difficulties experienced by the Government 
plant when it was operation some years ago. 
 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, June 15 1923 
 

MALASPINA TO WORK IN WIRELESS TESTS 
 

fisheries Steamer to Calibrate Experimental Direction 
Finding Apparatus at Pachena 

 
   Calibration of the direction-finding wireless apparatus 
put up this month at Pachena Point for experimental 
purposes to determine the suitability of that vicinity as 
the location of a permanent station will be carried out 
next week.  Engineers of the radio telegraph branch, 
Department of Marine, have been on the spot for two 
weeks and have made all preparations on shore.  The 
seaward work will be undertaken by the Fisheries patrol 
steamer Malaspina, which will hover about off Pachena 
for some days taking bearings from the temporary 
station.  The success of these experiments is expected to 
determine whether or not Pachena will be the site of the 
D.F. Station which the Government proposes to install on 
the West Coast this year. 
 
   The first tests will be made on Monday or Tuesday, 
according to present plans.  The Malaspina is already on 
the West Coast.  The work will probably take the entire 
week. 
 
   It was originally planned to use the lighthouse tender 
Estevan for the calibration but the Malaspina has now 
been substituted. 
 

 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, June 30, 1923 
 

MALASPINA BACK FROM WEST COAST 
 
   The fisheries patrol steamer Malaspina, returned to 
port yesterday afternoon after a trip of some weeks 
along the West Coast.  During the cruise, a week or so 
was spent off Pachena, while the ship's wireless operator 
collaborated with Department of Marine engineers 
ashore in testing Pachena Point's suitability as the 
location of the proposed direction finding wireless 
station.  The Pachena test have now been completed. 
 
 

 
Victoria Daily Colonist July 10, 1923 
 

GONZALES TO TALK TO PRINCE RUPERT 
 

COAST WIRELESS STATIONS TO HAVE LONGER RANGE 
 

Improve Plants by Change to Continuous Wave Sys-
tem—Commercial Business Growing 

 
   With the object of increasing the efficiency of the wire-
less service on the British Columbia coast, the Dominion 
Government will this summer change the apparatus at 
the Gonzales Hill, Bull Harbor, Alert Bay and Prince Ru-
pert stations from the spark to the continuous wave sys-
tem, according to an announcement by Mr. E.J. Haugh-
ton, superintendent of radio-telegraphs for British Co-
lumbia 
 
   This would mean increased range for all these stations 
and a general speeding up of the government wireless 
service on this coast, Mr. Haughton stated.  When the 
change had been made Gonzales Hill would be able to 
communicate direct with Prince Rupert, he said.  At pre-
sent it is necessary to relay messages between these 
points.  No change will be made at the Point Grey station 
for the present. 
 
   Continuous wave transmission and receiving is a great 
improvement over the spark system, and is being 
adopted in nearly all parts of the world.  The Govern-
ment wished the B.C. Coast service to be thoroughly up 
to date, and is therefore making the change, Mr. Haugh-
ton declared. 
 
   Another factor which had a bearing on bringing about 
the change was the fact that a large number of private 
radio stations were operated on this coast by logging 
companies, paper mills, mines and other industrial en-
terprises, Mr. Haughton stated.  These stations were on 
the increase and demanded a speeding up of communi-
cation and increased range if the volume of business of-
fering was to be successfully handled. 
 
   Owing to its comparative initial cheapness and the fact 
that it eliminated the heavy overhead, radio was appeal-
ing more and more to the operation of large industries, 
he said. 
 
   The new apparatus will be the four-valve type with an 
input of 8,000 watts.  This type of apparatus was ex-
pected to do a large volume of work more efficiently 
than a 15,000-watt spark set, Mr. Haughton said. 
 

 
Victoria Daily Colonist July 11, 1923 
 

BROADCASTING 
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   The growth of radio broadcasting with the incursion 
into this field of so many amateurs indicates the time is 
ripe for definite regulations governing this method of 
transmitting sound.  Unless something is done, the 
amusement of “listening in” will become a more and 
more complicated task.  It is evident now that broadcast-
ing is being spoilt in many localities by badly adjusted 
spark transmitters interfering on wave lengths other 
than those allotted to them.  It is useless, as one writer 
on the subject says, to use ultra-selective receivers, since 
in many cases the jamming on the broadcast wave is 
louder than the distant broadcasting stations.  The point 
to be made is that in all cases the interruption could be 
avoided if modern apparatus, properly adjusted on the 
correct wave length, were used. 
 
   It is pointed out, and is apparent, that every day wire-
less communication is becoming more general and strin-
gent supervision is necessary by the authorities.  It is de-
sirable to insure that there are regulations which each 
communicant can obey and that modern apparatus is 
used for modern needs.  Unless this is done the inevita-
ble conclusion is that wireless communication in con-
gested areas will become more and more difficult.  In 
many localities now engineers are adopting the crude 
method of trying to shout each other down.  It is main-
tained that the time has arrived for the authorities to in-
sist that the users of modern apparatus should be al-
lowed the free use of the ether on their own particular 
wavelength. 
 
 

 
Victoria Daily Colonist September 5, 1923 
 

WEST COAST WIRELESS GOES UP THIS MONTH 
 

Direction finding Station at Pachena Expect to Be Com-
plete and Operating Soon 

 
   Direction finding wireless equipment will be installed 
at Pachena Point, west coast of Vancouver Island, within 
the next few weeks, following extensive tests carried out 
by departmental engineers during the summer.  Definite 
instructions to that effect reached Victoria during the 
weekend from Ottawa, and will be acted upon immedi-
ately.  Mr. E.J. Haughton, division superintendent or radi-
otelegraphs, said yesterday.  It is hoped to have the ap-
paratus working by the end of September. 
 
   The fact that Pachena was formerly the site of a wire-
less station, since dismantled, will make the installation 
of the complete equipment an easier matter than would 
have been the case had an entirely new location been 

picked.  Pachena is already supplied with buildings, one 
still housing the radiotelegraph set formerly in use there.  
This has been kept in first-class condition since the clos-
ing of the one-time Pachena station, and will be used in 
connection with the direction finding work.  Work of this 
nature, however, requires a different receiving system, 
and new masts and instruments will have to be installed 
before Pachena will be ready to look after the welfare of 
shipping off the entrance to the strait. 
 
   Mariners are urged by Mr. Haughton to make all possi-
ble use of the new station, as its constant employment 
will naturally be reflected in greater operating efficiency.  
“the success of the station will greatly depend upon the 
co-operation we get from shipmasters,” said Mr. Haugh-
ton. 
 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, October 30, 1923 
 

PACHENA STATION SOON TO OPERATE 
 

DIRECTION FINDING ADVICE TO SHIPPING READY 
 

New Radio Establishment on West Coast Expected to 
Begin Operation in Week's Time 

 
   The new direction-finding wireless station established 
during the past few weeks at Pachena Point, West Coast 
of Vancouver Island, is virtually ready to begin sending 
out its warning advice to shipping.  Active operations will 
probably begin next week, according to Mr. E.G. Haugh-
ton, superintendent of radio-telegraphs in British Colum-
bia, who was back at his desk here yesterday after a 
week's visit to the West Coast to inspect the new station.  
The buildings are complete, the instruments are ready, 
and the personnel standing by.  Practically all that is now 
required to commission the establishment is the word 
from Ottawa headquarters to “go”.  This is expected just 
as soon as the department has been able to make mari-
ners acquainted in the ordinary way with the existence 
of the facilities. 
 
   The work at Pachena will be handled by four operators, 
who between them will maintain constant watch.  
Whether fog as dense as the forests of Vancouver Island 
wraps the coast, or the air at Pachena is as sharp and 
clear as it is at Victoria, there will be an operator on 
watch listening for the calls of shipping. 
 
   “I do not suppose ships will call us in clear weather,” 
said Mr. Haughton.  “I hope, however that they will, for 
the greater the use that is made of the station, the bet-
ter will be its work.  I hope that vessels will call on 
Pachena for bearings on every possible occasion.” 
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Victoria Colonist January 20, 1924 
 
Continuous Wave Radio Transmitter For Prince Rupert 
 
PRINCE RUPERT Jan. 19—One of the big continuous 
wave radio transmitters is now on its way to Prince 
Rupert to be installed at Digby Island in order to give 
direct service between Prince Rupert and Point Grey and 
at the same time to avoid the interference with amateur 
wireless sets that is at present so annoying.  This is one 
of four large four-kilowatt sets recently secured by the 
Dominion Government wireless department.  The new 
instrument will be used only in inter-station work as 
vessels on this coast are not equipped with the more 
modern instrumentation. 
 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, September 24, 1924 
 

ARMENTIERES TO TEST STATION 
 

Left Last Midnight for Barclay Sound on Two Week Cali-
brating Cruise Off the West Coast 

 
WILL GET POSTIONS FROM RADIO STATION 

 
Higher Efficiency Being Sought by Pachena Direction-

Finding Station Operators During Present Month 
 
   On a calibrating cruise H.M.C.S. Armentieres left for 
the West Coast at midnight last night.  She will be there 
some two weeks cruising between Barclay sound and 
Carmanah Point, giving bearings and receiving positions 
from the Pachena direction-finding station, to test the 
efficiency and in order that the operators may make any 
adjustments in their instruments so as to bring the sta-
tion to a high order of efficiency for the coming Winter 
season. 
 
   The establishment of the Pachena direction-finding sta-
tion is known to have saved three vessels alone from go-
ing on the rocks during thick weather last Winter when 
they were unable to “shoot” the sun.  Many congratula-
tory letters have been received regarding the service 
given, especially from many of the Japanese captains on 
some of the O.S.K. and N.Y.K. Ships, who are unaccus-
tomed to this coast during a dense fog. 
 
 ---------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Victoria Daily Colonist, November 29, 1924 
 

ESTEVAN MAKES ANOTHER RECORD 
 

Establishes World Mark by Keeping in Touch With SS Ta-
hiti to Within One Day of Adelaide 

 
NOW MOST POERFUL STATION ON COAST 

 
Distance Was 5,500 Miles—Continuous Wave Appa-

ratus Will Be Installed to Improve Equipment 
 
   Another record, the third in succession, has been es-
tablished by the Estevan wireless station, now consid-
ered the most powerful wireless receiving and sending 
apparatus on this coast.  Nightly communication was es-
tablished with the SS Tahiti on its westward trip from San 
Francisco to New Zealand, the ship’s position and notice 
of receipt of press being obtained consistently by the Ca-
nadian station. 
 
   The best communication with the ship was at 5:45 a.m. 
on November 21, the position then being given as 5,500 
miles from Estevan.  The boat docked at Auckland the 
following morning. 
 
   This means practically direct communication with Aus-
tralia.  Operators are quite confident that in future ex-
periments they will soon be able to hold conversation 
over the air with Australia.  This most recent long dis-
tance talk with Estevan is a world record established by 
wireless from a Canadian station with Australia. 
 
   Mr. E. Haughton, of the Canadian Government radio 
service is quite pleased with Estevan’s new accomplish-
ment and announces that in the very near future new 
apparatus will be installed. 
 

A Great Record 
 
   In a statement to The Colonist Mr. Haughton said: “Es-
tevan station is making a great record for itself in the Pa-
cific.  It is expected that a continuous wave apparatus 
will be installed at Estevan very shortly and that further 
ship to shore records will be made.  A good deal de-
pends, however, upon the personnel and Estevan station 
appears to have a first-class staff.  Operator Durkee was 
responsible for this latest long distance communication, 
believed to be a record between ships and shore.” 
 
   The announcement of the prospective installation of a 
continuous wave apparatus at Estevan will be greeted 
with pleasure from all radio enthusiasts and mariners all 
along the coast. 
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1925 
 

 
Victoria Colonist January 9, 1925 
 

Estevan Operator Makes Long Distance Record 
 

West Coast Wireless Station Breaks Own World Record, 
Maintaining Continual Communication with R.M.S. Ma-

kura From Victoria to Sydney Harbor, a Distance of 
6,057 Miles—New Continuous Wave Transmitter to Be 

Installed in February 
 
   Once again operator Durkee, of the Estevan wireless 
station has created another world’s record for two-way 
communication from ship to shore.  This same operator 
established a world’s record some weeks ago when he 
kept in touch with the steamer Tahiti for a distance of 
5,000 miles.  This time he has far exceeded the record by 
keeping up constant communication with the R.M.S. Ma-
kua from the time she left Victoria and Honolulu until 
she arrived at Sydney, Australia, a distance of 6,057 
miles. 
 
   Official announcement was made of this yesterday by 
Mr. E.J. Haughton, division superintendent of the Domin-
ion Government radio telegraph office here.  He stated 
that Estevan created a new long distance record of 6,057 
miles with the R.M.S. Makura on January 4. 
 
   At the same time he announced that a new continuous 
wave transmitter that has been purchased for the Es-
tevan station at an approximate cost of $10,000 will be 
installed about the first week of February. 
 
   The equipment has already been taken to Estevan, and 
is only awaiting the arrival of the engineer to put it to-
gether.  This will make the fourth transmitter for Estevan, 
and place her as the best station on the coast.  As far as 
long distance communication is concerned she has al-
ready proved herself the best in the world. 
 
   The new apparatus is a four kilowatt valve transmitter, 
while the other three transmitters are sixteen kilowatt 
spark sets.  The new outfit is by far the most superior, 
and further records are anticipated with the installation 
of this new equipment. 
 
   The recent records set by the Estevan station and the 
improvement of its equipment, further substantiates 
shipping men’s claim that the British Columbia wireless 
and radio stations should be under Government control 
and not turned over to the Marconi company. 
 

   The latest record set by Estevan station is of far more 
interest than any of the tests that were carried on be-
tween Europe and radio fans of the American and Cana-
dian Atlantic seaboard.  It forecasts the possible commu-
nication not only with Australasia but with China, Japan 
and other Pacific countries.  It is only 4,700 miles to Ja-
pan, and if Estevan can converse over the air for a dis-
tance of 6,057 miles there is no reason that this station 
cannot be utilized for the same purpose as the transpa-
cific cable which the Japanese financiers propose to lay. 
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Victoria Daily Colonist March 28, 1926 
 

RADIO TWENTY YEARS AGO 
 

And What the Canadian Government Has Done for the 
Advancement of the Art 

By E.J. Haughton, Divisional superintendent 
Radiotelegraph Service 

 
   I have been asked by the Colonist to give some 
information to its readers relative to the progress of 
radio, and what the Federal government has done for its 
advancement, with special reference to the 
government’s efforts to “clear the air”, and make 
possible the reception of broadcast, which has now 
attained a worldwide popularity. 
   First, I would like to explain that the term “radio” 
applies to either transmission by dots and dashes or by 
voice and musical instruments, if it is desired to 
especially separate the two types, “dots and dashes”, is 
termed radiotelegraph, and voice transmission 
radiotelephone, the apparatus used being practically the 
same. 
 

Initial Efforts 
 

   The Canadian government was not the first in the field 
of radio in British Columbia.  Twenty years ago a 
company called the Pacific Wireless, financed by a 
gentleman from California, whose name I do not 
remember, installed a station on Douglas Hill, near Ross 
Bay Cemetery, erecting there a small building, 10 feet by 
10 feet and a three-piece mast of approximately 200 feet 
in height.  This company also established stations at 
Friday Harbor, San Juan Island, Port Townsend and 
Seattle, the intention being to give a service between 
Victoria and Seattle.  By comparison, the apparatus was 
somewhat crude, but by relays, they managed to cover 
the seventy mile “air line” fairly effectively.  About 1906 
the Douglas Hill site was abandoned, the company 
moved their plant to a more pretentious building in the 
Willows exhibition grounds enclosure and erected 
another three-piece mast.  This mast still stands, 
apparently without any attention to upkeep.  I would not 
like to say it was perfectly safe in view of our experience 
with similar equipment.  The Pacific Wireless station was 
closed down in 1907, shortly after the first Canadian 
Coast station was erected at Gonzales Hill.  The dates 
given above may not be correct, as I am speaking from 
memory, but are sufficiently near enough for the 

purpose of introducing the subject. 
 

Twenty Years Ago 
 

   Twenty years ago, radio or wireless, as it was popularly 
called, was little known on the Pacific Coast.  Canada had 
no stations and there were but few ships sailing on the 
Pacific equipped with the apparatus.  Many people in 
Victoria will remember the great loss of life which 
occurred when the American steamer Valencia, inbound 
from San Francisco to Victoria, went ashore at a point 
close to Pachena, and the difficulties of obtaining 
information owing to the lack of communications.  It was 
shortly after this appalling disaster that the attention of 
the authorities was drawn to the need of better West 
Coast communication, and without going into further 
details, it may be said that the British Columbia Radio 
Service commenced with the disaster mentioned. 
 

First Sites 
 
   The usual preliminaries of obtaining funds through 
Parliament were gone through, and finally, the 
Department officials arrived on the coast to pick out 
sites and commence the installation of five stations, for 
which funds had been appropriated.  The idea in those 
days was to get up “high”.  A number of elevations in the 
vicinity of Victoria were examined and finally Gonzales 
(or Shotbolt’s Hill, as it was then better known, was 
selected; on the Mainland, Point Grey, opposite Spanish 
Banks, 200 feet above the sea, at that time considered 
“far in the woods”, but now is surrounded with beautiful 
residences, and is within half a mile of the Technical 
building of the B.C. University.  There was no road to the 
site, and all supplies were brought around in scows and 
hauled up the cliff by derrick.  Similar elevations were 
selected at Pachena and Cape Lazo, but Estevan station 
was built on sea level perforce, there being no elevations 
where it was possible to build. 
   The building of the stations commenced in the 
Summer of 1907, Gonzales and Point Grey being 
completed first by virtue of these places being near to 
the source of supply.  Tests were made and good signals 
obtained between Gonzales and Point Grey.  Shortly 
afterwards, Cape Lazo was ready and successful 
communication established with Point Grey.  Pachena 
and Estevan were ready, but much to our 
disappointment, no communication with Pachena was 
possible.  The distance was about sixty miles; the high 
hills intervening was the apparent cause.  The efforts of 
the Department to provide quick communication with 
the West Coast seemed about to be defeated, but 
fortunately, in the meanwhile, the United States had 
established a radio at Tatoosh and one at Bremerton.  
They were in the same fix, could not communicate.  We 
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got together and said, “let us co-operate.  We will handle 
anything you have for Bremerton, and you do the same 
for us for the West Coast of Vancouver Island”.  This 
triangle arrangement was possible as the geographical 
conditions permitted good communication between 
Gonzales and Tatoosh and Bremerton, likewise Tatoosh 
had no difficulty with Pachena and Estevan.  This happy 
condition prevailed until such time as both 
administrations were in a position to handle their own 
business direct.  This, of course, was accomplished after 
various alterations to the equipments. 
 

First Buildings 
 

   The first buildings erected by the Department for radio 
purposes were combination dwellings, power house and 
operating room all of the same lay-out inside.  The 
building was composed of three bedrooms upstairs, 
living-room and kitchen downstairs with an engine room 
on one side of the living room and the operating part on 
the other side, the kitchen next to the operating room.  
You may imagine how comfortable it was with an engine 
pounding away on one side and a hoarse spark on the 
other and then the difficulties of receiving signals which 
were not strong, with the noise of different kinds coming 
from the kitchen.  However, the amount of work to be 
handled during the first year or so was very small and 
one got used to the noise after a while. 
   The equipment consisted of a three-horsepower gas 
engine, a D.C. motor and A.C. generator as the motive 
power, the transmitting apparatus was known as the 
“Shoemaker” type, using an open core transformer, 
Leyden jars, helix and fixed spark gap.  The first receiving 
apparatus was an electrolytic detector (about as good as 
a poor crystal), a slide tuner and aerial condenser, one 
185-foot mast with an umbrella type aerial.  The station 
staff consisted of one operator, who did duty from 8 a.m. 
until sometimes midnight, listening in every two hours 
for fifteen minutes.  There were very few vessels on the 
Pacific with radio equipment, there the signals we heard 
were principally from Tatoosh, Point Grey or Bremerton, 
and then only three times a day to exchange weather 
reports.  Ship communication was so rare that the 
operator considered he had a “good day” if he worked a 
ship and received a position message.  This condition 
however, did not last very long.  Ships soon became 
aware that they could get service, a free service at that 
time, and the Canadian stations gradually began really to 
work, and numerous calls were made on us for service.  
The above is a brief outline of the commencement of the 
Canadian Government British Columbia Service. 
 

Other Stations 
 
  From time to time as the art gained in usefulness and 

efficiency the government improved its plants and 
increased the facilities to other coast points by installing 
stations at Alert Bay, Prince Rupert, Bull Harbor and 
Deadtree Point, Queen charlotte Islands, radio being the 
only means of communication between the Islands and 
the Mainland.  In addition to these stations there are 
some twenty privately owned stations depending on the 
chain operated by the Government for communication 
with the outside world. 
   We started off with five combination dwellings, five 
masts, five equipments and a staff of five; at this writing 
we have twenty modern dwellings, eight operating 
houses (one large power house at Estevan), twenty 200 
foot masts, thirty-five masts of various sizes, a staff of 
sixty-two, which includes engineers, electricians, 
inspectors, operators, stenographers and clerks.  Every 
station has a duplicate plant and at points where we use 
the local system for power, such as Gonzales, Point Grey, 
etc., we also have an engine and generating plant ready 
to start up in an emergency.  It speaks well for the 
equipments and personnel that none of the stations now 
in operation have been entirely out of commission for 
longer than six hours in twenty years of operation. 
 

Workshop at Esquimalt 
 
   The Department constructed an up-to-date workshop 
at Esquimalt, fully equipped with modern workshop 
machinery for the purpose of taking care of repairs and 
manufacturing necessary gear for the service. 
   Up to the year 1920 we were “masters of the air” in 
conjunction with our friends across the border, our spark 
equipments roared out their messages to ships and 
stations by the hundreds every day and night.  Nobody 
complained.  Occasionally we heard of the transmission 
of the voice and phonograph in an experimental way.  
“Nothing to be alarmed about”, the old timer said, 
“some stock-selling scheme no doubt.  It will hard to 
beat our good old spark.”  Fifty years ago the landline 
man said the same thing about the telephone.  The 
Morse man was right too, the telephone did not take the 
place of the telegraph, but it has filled a wonderful niche 
in the life of the people.  So it is with radiotelephony, the 
new art has its own particular field in the scheme of 
things. 
   The phenomenal growth of the transmission by radio 
of the voice, music, etc., and the immediate popularity 
of the new science cause the operators of spark stations 
considerable anxiety.  It is well known that a spark 
transmitter has no respect whatever for an eminent 
divine delivering a sermon, a politician, famous singers 
or all and sundry who dare dispute his path through the 
ether.  Complaints were numerous against the spark 
stations operated by the Canadian Government.  “The 
spark must go,” said the officials.  “The old spark has 
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been a faithful friend to shipping and through its 
instrumentality many valuable lives and property have 
been saved, but we cannot stand in the way of this 
wonderful new means of entertainment, education and 
the drawing closer together of nations.  Get rid of it.”  It 
was easy to talk that way, but where were we to find the 
necessary apparatus to take the place of our old and 
most efficient friend.  “Design it, build it up and get it 
installed,” said the administration.  The order went out 
to the technical heads of the Department and plans and 
specifications were prepared and finally the first four-
kilowatt transmitter arrived in Victoria and was installed 
at Gonzales Hill station. 
 

Necessary Changes 
 
   Structural alterations had to be made to the building 
preceding the installations.  All of this, of course, took 
time.  Meanwhile the radio listeners-in were getting 
impatient.  “Why must we put up with this terrible noise, 
surely there is a remedy,” etc., etc.  We asked them to 
have patience, ships had to be served, isolated places 
wanted communication, the business of the country 
demanded that there be no interruption to radio 
communication.   Eventually the equipment was ready, 
and the practical abandonment of the spark was about 
to take place.  Tests were carried out with the new 
equipment.  It was found that the new set emitted 
“harmonics,” that is to say, although operating on a long 
wave it also had shorter waves, some of these harmonics 
interfering quite seriously with broadcast reception. 
   The listener-in missed the hoarse roar of the spark, but 
they were asking each other, “What is this birdie we 
hear, he certainly has quite a wallop.”  They all did not 
know it was our old friend Gonzales, but our engineers 
did.  This new trouble, although not as bad as the spark, 
did cause annoyance.  Means had therefore to be sought 
to overcome the difficulty, and after some remodeling 
and alterations to the aerial system, screening, 
counterpoise arrangements, etc., the majority of the 
harmonics were removed and now there is practically no 
interference from that source.  Very much the same 
alterations have been made at all stations operated by 
the Department, and all of these extensive and 
expensive improvements have been made in order that 
the broadcast listener might enjoy the good things in the 
air at a cost of the one-dollar license fee per annum. 
   The foregoing relates what has occurred up to date to 
relieve the general conditions affecting the broadcast 
situation.  I would like the public to know of other 
activities of the Branch and will deal later with the 
subject of “Inductive interference” and what is being 
done in that connection for the benefit of the “listener-
in.” 
 

Direction Finding 
 
   During the late Great Was a system known as 
“Direction Finding by Radio” was extensively used, 
principally for obtaining the location of vessels of war, 
and also for guiding them into the harbor, etc.  This new 
scheme had not been put to use to any great extent by 
commercial vessels, but during the war Canada 
constructed four of this type of stations on the East 
Coast for war purposes, and after the close of the war 
decided to keep them going for commercial purposes.  
These stations proved so wonderfully efficient that 
others have since been constructed on the East Coast.  A 
strong agitation by shipping people was started with a 
view of obtaining this aid to navigation on the West 
Coast, and in 1922, after the usual preliminary work, a 
Direction Finding Station was established at Pachena.  
This station has proved its value, having to our 
knowledge saved a number of casualties.  The average 
number of bearings given per month since the station 
opened is 300, with an accuracy of 98 per cent.  Pachena 
has a world-wide reputation. 
 

Life Saving Service 
 
   The Canadian Government was quick to take 
advantage of the radiophone, and has established four 
stations on the West Coast in connection with the Life 
Saving Service, one at Carmanah, Pachena, Cape Beale 
and Banfield.  By this means the West Coast is in 
constant touch with the lifesaving station and the patrol 
boat. 
   On the East Coast of Vancouver Island and a chain of 
radiophone stations have been installed for the purpose 
of communicating with tugs engaged in the logging 
industry.  This new system is entirely new in the history 
of radio communication anywhere.  Some thirty-two 
tugs are equipped with complete transmitting and 
receiving sets and can keep constantly in touch with 
their owners through the medium of the coast stations 
operated by the department. 
   A new 1,600 watt ship station was opened in 
Vancouver City in October last.  This station is situated in 
the Merchants Exchange Building and only attends to 
ship’s messages, the station at Point Grey now handling 
traffic to such points as Powell River, Ocean Falls, Queen 
Charlotte Islands, etc. 
   The above is an indication of the great strides radio is 
taking, and also shows that the Government is keeping 
to the fore in improvements. 
 

Inductive Interference 
 
   Now I have come to the point where the “listener-in” 
will be most interest—what the Government is doing 
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with “inductive interference.”  I won’t pretend to tell you 
what range of types of interference this covers, but will 
satisfy myself with classifying the types of “preventable” 
interference in their order of intensity: 
1st.—Interference from regenerative receivers operated 
by the broadcast listeners themselves; 
2nd—Interference from inductive sources such as power 
lines, X-ray machines, electrical machinery, etc.; 
3rd—Interference from Canadian radiotelegraph and 
transmitting stations on ship and shore; 
4th—Interference from similar ships and stations under 
the control of foreign administration. 
   The objective of the Department is to entirely clear the 
broadcast band of all classes of preventable interference.  
This may take some years to accomplish, but a brief 
resume of what has been done will no doubt be of 
interest. 
   Interference from regenerative sets is at present 
somewhat of a hopeless problem.  It is useless to pass 
regulations, the enforcement of which is impracticable.  
Consideration was given to getting together of all the 
Canadian radio manufacturers with a view to having 
them mutually agree to stop the manufacture of 
regenerative sets, but as there is no legislation 
compelling such agreement to those unwilling, nor any 
legislation preventing the importation of foreign made 
sets, the idea was not practicable.  The only hope 
appears to be along educational lines.  With this in view, 
the Department had a carefully prepared circular giving 
explicit instructions “How to Tune”.  This circular was 
mailed to every licensed radio set owner in Canada, and 
we believe much good has accrued.  A lot of good has 
also been accomplished by well-organized radio clubs, 
and the individual can help by showing his neighbor how 
to work his set.  The bulk of this type of interference 
appears to occur around Christmas and New Year, when 
the giving of gifts is the order of the day.  Make up your 
mind next year not to give your boy friend or relative a 
“trouble maker”. 
 

Local Influences 
 
   Interference from such sources as power lines, X-ray 
motors, etc., is also a serious problem in large cities.  The 
knowledge respecting such interference is as yet 
somewhat limited, as the problem only presented itself 
since the advent of broadcasting.  To endeavor to find a 
solution of this type of interference, which is common to 
every community where electric appliances are used, 
the Department entered into an agreement with the 
Research Council of Canada to supply funds for the 
purpose of investigating the many possible sources of 
interference.  This investigation has been under way now 
for over a year, and a large volume of information has 
been obtained, and this knowledge is being applied in 

many parts of Canada with good results, notably the 
removal of interference caused by the Victoria City 
lighting plant. 
   Interference from Canadian radio coast and ship 
stations has been practically entirely disposed of, the 
means to attain this end have already been related, and 
no Canadian vessel is permitted to operate on any wave 
length below 600 meters.  Up to 1923 the chief source of 
interference from foreign sources as the ship to shore, 
working on 450 meters, with stations in the United 
States.  Canada made successful representations to the 
United States, and that administration issued an order in 
January, 1924, forbidding the use of 450 meters on ship 
and shore stations of the United States. 
   It was then hoped that this type of interference would 
largely cease, such was not the case.  The 450 meter 
channel having been abandoned by the United States 
and Canada was promptly seized by British and Foreign 
ships as a real “find” and was used to conduct their ship 
to ship traffic, with resulting continued interference 
broadcast. 
  The matter had to be reopened and Canada made 
representations through the usual diplomatic channels 
to Britain, France, Denmark, Italy, Sweden, Germany and 
other European nations whose ships ply to North 
America to abandon the use of the interfering 450 meter 
wave.  The negotiations were slow, but fairly successful 
and so far the following nations have forbidden their 
ships to operate on 450 meters when within 250 miles of 
the Canadian Coast, Great Britain, United States, 
Belgium, Denmark and Sweden, so far as my knowledge 
goes.  France has not yet agreed to the change; we hope 
that eventually all nations will come into line. 
   Some interference has been experienced along the 
Canadian Coast line from ships flying the Japanese flag, 
representations have also been made to Japan in this 
connection. 
   In order to carry out inspections of ships and coast 
stations investigate inductive interference and other 
duties a staff of thirty-eight inspectors are in the 
organization, nine permanent inspectors situated at 
different centres and twenty-nine part-time inspectors.  
The whole of these services for the improvement of 
broadcast reception conditions may be regarded as 
service rendered for the one dollar per annum license 
fee charged, an endeavor being made to keep the 
expenditure with the total license fees collected. 
   It seems to me that the listener-in gets more for his 
dollar than he can purchase of any other kind of service 
and I venture to say Canada is doing more to clear the air 
than any other country whether a license fee is charged 
or not. 
   Now what is the listener-in doing for himself, is he 
trying to handle his set efficiently, is he in possession of 
a set capable of receiving all the good things in the air, or 
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is he still plodding along with a set as much out of date 
as the spark transmitter, and registering complaints 
because he cannot separate one station from another. 
   Many complaints ae received against broadcast 
stations in the different cities from listeners-in, some say 
he’s too broad, his transmission is bad, they don’t like 
his concerts, tec., you have the remedy in your own 
hands, make some changes in your receiver to 
correspond with existing conditions after all, if the local 
concert is good, why not listen. 
   Our inspectors carefully watch broadcast stations, they 
are checked up once a week at the least and by the 
broadcast operator before he goes on the air and also by 
a calibrated receiver where the slightest deviation from 
the allocated wave length is quickly noticeable. 
   I have endeavored to give you some idea of what the 
Canadian Government is trying to do for radio and in 
conclusion permit me to quote from a Sydney, Australian 
newspaper an article which is apropos of the subject 
being discussed: 
   “Despite the fact that much has been done lately by 
the Australian broadcasting stations to improve 
transmissions by installing modern equipment from time 
to time by listeners-in.  The chief complaint is that they 
are unable to tune in one station without hearing 
another on the low-wave lengths.  This is entirely due to 
the fact that their listening sets are not modern or 
properly equipped.  In Australia there are not more than 
twenty stations of the A and B classes that could cause 
interference, whereas in America there are now more 
than 630 stations that could be placed in the same 
classification as the Australian stations, and all of them 
are operating on wave lengths below 600 meters. 
   “It must be admitted that in the early days of 
broadcasting in Australia, a good deal of rather inferior 
equipment, to say the least of it, was put on the market, 
and unfortunately broadcasting has suffered, because of 
this.  Officials of the British Broadcasting Station pointed 
out recently that, although they had spent hundreds of 
thousands of pounds in bringing the transmitting plant 
up to date, many of the listeners were still trying to use 
the sets which they bought at the commencement of 
broadcasting, without effecting any improvements.  The 
officials stated that nothing that they could do would 
improve reception for listeners who would not do their 
part by equipping themselves with modern apparatus.” 
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Victoria Colonist June 21, 1927 
 

RADIO ORDERED FOR RACE ROCKS 
 

Automatic Equipment to Send Out Signals to Enable 
Ships to Get Bearings in Fog 

 
   Radio apparatus to enable ships to get their bearings 
during fogs will soon be in operation at Race Rocks, 
according to an announcement yesterday of Mr. E.J. 
Haughton, division superintendent here of the 
radiotelegraph branch of the Department of Marine and 
Fisheries. 
 
   Work on the installation of a radio beacon transmitter 
at the Race will commence early next month, Mr. 
Haughton said.  The equipment will be of the latest type 
of valve transmitter, with an operating power of about 
500 watts.  It will be automatic in action.  When the fog 
alarm is in operation the radio transmitter will 
commence at the same time to send out signals, and any 
ship within a radius of from seventy-five to 100 miles will 
be able to secure bearings. 
 
   “It is hoped that with this new installation the danger 
to ships during foggy weather in the so-called 'silent 
zone' between Bentinck Island and Race Rocks will be 
minimized,” Mr. Haughton said in making the 
announcement. 
 
   In the last twenty years four vessels have run ashore in 
the “silent zone” referred to.  The last was the Holland-
Amerika liner Eemdyk. 
 
 
 
Victoria Colonist October 4, 1927 
 

Ottawa Display Draws Interest 
 

Exhibit of Old and new Apparatus Is one of the Features 
at Radio Exhibition 

 
   The Dominion Government radio-telegraph service 
exhibit of old and new apparatus proved an interesting 
feature of the fourth annual show of the Victoria Radio 
Club.  Contrasted with an enormous 2,000 watt 
transmitting tube, as used in modern broadcasting 
stations, was a Marconi coherer, the original detector of 
radio waves, used as far back as 1896, and by the 

Canadian Government in 1905.  It consists of a small 
glass tube exhausted of air and fitted with two silver 
plugs with nickel and silver filings between them. 
 
   Views of the Government direction finding station at 
Pachena, with a goniometer, the device used to 
determine ships positions were also on display.  The 
Pachena station is twelve miles from Bamfield cable 
station, and since its inception in 1923, has furnished an 
average of 300 position reports to ships per month with 
an accuracy of nearly 100 per cent.  A wave length of 
800 meters is used. 
 

OLD SET SENSITIVE 
 
   A model L admiralty two-tube commercial receive with 
a range from fifty to 4,000 meters was found to have 
fifteen separate controls, all neatly labeled.  The set, 
although now obsolete had a record of being extremely 
sensitive and sharply tuned when in use a number of 
years ago. 
 
   Other devices included a Canadian built wave meter of 
the most recent pattern, with a range from 37.48 meters 
to 599.6 meters, a two tube local oscillator, as used for 
heterodyne reception, a calibrated oscillator, valve 
transmitter grid leak, natural quartz crystal, from which 
oscillating crystals are ground at the Esquimalt 
workshop, ducter for low resistance measurements, and 
a microfarad meter for measuring the capacity of 
condensers. 
 

MAGNETIC SWITICH 
 
   A magnetic switch and transmitting key, as used in 
coastal stations to break high primary currents, and 
completed the technical apparatus. 
 
   Contrasting with modern receiving outfits was a 
Marconi multiple tuner, resplendent with large dials and 
plenty of brass gadgets.  Besides it was a magnetic 
detector in a large wooden case and looking far removed 
from anything connected with radio.  This device was 
used before the advent of crystal detectors in 1903, and 
continued to do duty until 1911. 
 
   A complete diagram of a 1,600 watt code transmitter, 
similar to the type at present in use at the Gonzales Hill 
station, was perused by many radio amateurs, who were 
curious to know how the big set was hooked up. 
 

 
The Daily Colonist November 24, 1927 
 
WIRELESS OPERATORS HAVE DAILY SHARE OF TROUBLE 
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Gonzales Hill “Key Pounders” Take Blame for Static 

Noises and Other Radio Disturbances With Clear 
Consciences 

 
   Radio Fan: “Hello, is that the wireless station?  Your 
infernal racket is drowning out the programme from 
KZZX.  Why the dickens can’t you throw that spark set 
away?” 
 
   Operator (on duty): “Sorry, we only use the spark set 
for time signals now and the other transmitter has not 
been in use for half an hour.” 
 
   Radio Fan: “You cannot tell me that.”  Hangs up with a 
bang. 
 
   Operator (to himself): “oh well, you cannot tell them 
anything.” 
 
   Half an hour later, operator is busy copying 
Government messages from Estevan; phone rings, voice 
on wire: “Hello, what is the correct time, please?” 
 
   Operator: “Just a minute, please.”  Tries frantically to 
glance at nearby clock while copying code at thirty 
words a minute, knows it would be fatal to miss a word 
or two as the Estevan station has no break-in system and 
he has no means to ask for a “stand by.”  Finally, a pause 
comes in the transmission and operator is able to give 
caller the time. 
 
   Voice on the telephone: “You need not have kept me 
waiting so long.” 
 
   Telephone is hung up with a deafening report at the 
other end, and the operator goes on with his work with 
a sigh. 
 
   And so it goes on up at the Gonzales Hill wireless 
station, not quite twenty-four hours a day, but during 
the best part of the evening. 
 
   And so it goes on up at the Gonzales Hill wireless 
station, not quite twenty-four hours a day, but during 
the best part of the evening. 
 

IN THE OLD DAYS 
 
   In the old days, before the advent of radio 
programmes, the seven and a half kilowatt spark 
transmitter, with its deep booming note, came to be 
known as the “rock crusher”, and the name stuck until 
the old equipment was relegated to the purpose of 
sending time signals only at two minutes to 10 o’clock in 

the morning and two minutes to 7 o’clock in the 
evening, broadcasting in conjunction with the powerful 
Estevan station the Pacific standard time to ships at sea 
and to other land stations from Panama to Prince 
Rupert, and even farther north. 
 
   Two and a half years ago the spark set was replaced 
with one of the most modern 1,600 watt continuous 
wave transmitters on the coast, which is now operated 
on wave lengths from 600 to 3,000 meters.  Absolutely 
no ship to shore or other transmitting is now done with 
the old set. 
 
   At the present time code signals, so often mistaken for 
the Gonzales equipment, are caused by transmitters on 
nearby vessels, some of Japanese registry, which have a 
well know habit of opening “opening up” on full power, 
but many operators ignore this and blaze away as 
though they were trying to communicate with Mars. 
 

SHIPS AT FAULT 
 
   Many vessels coming to these parts also use wave 
lengths separated by a very narrow margin from 
broadcasting wave bands, and with others using up to 
ten kilowatts of power on a damped wave system, cause 
frequent untold agony to shore listeners trying to enjoy 
musical programmes. 
 
   Several cases have been known when radio fans have 
called up complaining of the activities of the 
Government station when their trouble was caused by 
heavy static during the Summer months. 
 
   Even at Digby Island, near Prince Rupert, calls are 
received at the Government station from radio fans 
requesting transmission to cease while they have 
enjoyed their favorite programme.   
 
   Business must come before pleasure in every case 
where the Dominion government radiotelegraph service 
is concerned.  Business handled in the continental code 
includes advices from ships to agents ashore, private 
bank business, private messages handled as telegrams 
from both ship and shore stations, distress messages, 
navigation warnings, and a large volume of business of 
various kinds, which is absolutely indispensable. 
 

 
The Daily Colonist December 6, 1927 
 

WIRELESS WORKSHOP AT ESQUIMALT BUSY PLACE 
 

Repairs Gear From Various Government Stations Along 
Coast and Carries on Research Work—Varied Stores Are 
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Kept on Premises 
 
   A squat brick building bordered by fir trees and 
surmounted by two 180 foot white painted masts, the 
Dominion government wireless workshop, situated on a 
rocky perch just above the Esquimalt graving dock, gives 
one but a small conception of what is housed within, 
and what work is carried on by the only institution of its 
kind in Western Canada. 
 
   The workshop was established in 1917 for the purpose 
of repairing gear from Government stations on the coast, 
and for research work along the lines of short wave 
transmission, reception, calibration of instruments and 
development of efficient radio receivers.  The fifty-watt 
continuous wave transmitter which is used as an 
auxiliary to the big set at Gonzales Hill, was made at the 
shop, as was the 200-watt outfit used Digby Island, near 
Prince Rupert.  The short wave outfits are used for inter-
station communication when traffic is bad on the higher 
wave lengths, or when weather conditions affect the 
more powerful transmitters, and so far have proved 
invaluable at times. 
 
   Other apparatus made at the workshop include the 
main receiving set used at Gonzales Hill, which is at the 
present time one of the most modern and efficient types 
of receivers for commercial work yet evolved.  Quartz 
crystals, used to keep the wave length of Government 
transmitters constant, are also ground to specifications 
on the premises.  The machine shop contains everything 
from a band saw to automatic milling machines, and is 
fully equipped to repair both machinery and radio 
apparatus used in all stations. 
 

RADIO STATIONS 
 
   Radiophone stations are at present located at Merry Is-
land, Cape Beale, Bamfield, Pachena and Carmanah, the 
principal work being carried on with tug boats and other 
craft equipped with radiophones, which are rapidly in-
creasing in number on the coast.  Alert Bay, Cape Lazo 
and Point Grey also have telephonic apparatus, while 
government code transmitters are located at Pachena, 
used for direction finding work, Gonzales Hill, Estevan, 
Bull Harbor, Dead Tree Point, Digby Island, Alert Bay, 
Cape Lazo, Point Grey and the Merchants’ Exchange at 
Vancouver.  All these stations are served by the wireless 
workshop in charge of Mr. L.W. Stephenson and Mr. J.D. 
Taylor with a staff of nine helpers. 
 
   Two elaborate battery charging outfits are maintained 
at the workshop, one capable of charging twenty accu-
mulators on a double circuit system and the other a 
small motor generator set for taper charging individual 

batteries.  A special tube rejuvenator working off the 
110-volt circuit is used to revive tubes possessing thori-
ated filaments which have given up the ghost before 
their time.  Distilled battery water is made instantly by 
an automatic electric still connected directly to the wa-
ter tap. 
 

STORES ARE KEPT 
 
   Stores are kept on the premises, from aerial mast 
equipment, tubes, condensers and testing apparatus, to 
parts for gasoline engines used to drive generators for 
power in the stations far from cities and power houses.  
Panels of all sets and apparatus constructed at the work-
shop are engraved by a special machine, giving the fin-
ished article a necessary commercial appearance.  All 
cabinets used are also made in the woodworking part of 
the machine shop. 
 
   The testing room in the front part of the building has 
the appearance of a large wireless cabin on some ship.  
Here there is a half-kilowatt spark transmitter, used for 
emergencies, such as a break in the telephone service.  
About a year ago the set was used to communicate with 
Gonzales Hill when the telephone was out of order for 
three days, and proved very efficient for the purpose, 
handing out no “wrong numbers.” 
 
   A special two-tube short wave receive used at the 
workshop uses the Harley circuit, and with a short aerial 
outside often succeeds in intercepting signals from as far 
as London, and radio music regularly from Schenectady. 
 
   In the testing room an Admiralty substandard wave 
meter is carefully kept for testing standard wave-meters, 
and is never moved from its location to insure the ut-
most accuracy.  Other apparatus includes a fifty-watt 
driver to test aerial resistance and to determine other 
necessary constants, and a calibrated oscillator ranging 
from twenty to 3,000 meters, which is used to calibrate 
receiving outfits. 
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1928 
 

 
 
Victoria Daily Colonist, December 28, 1928 
 

GONZALES HILL BREAKS RECORD 
 
TWO-WAY COMMUNICATION ESTABLISHED WITH WIRE-

LESS AT COLON 
 

Distance of 4,000 Miles Bridged With Continuous 
Waves on 600 and 700 Meters 

 
   All previous records for long distance two-way commu-
nication at Gonzales Hill wireless station here were shat-
tered at 2:30 o’clock Monday morning, when the opera-
tor on duty held a five-minute conversation with Station 
NAX at Colon. 
 
    NAX is a United States naval station at the Atlantic en-
trance to the Panama Canal, and approximately 4,000 
miles from here.  The transmission here was accom-
plished with straight continuous waves on both 600 and 
700 meters. 
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Victoria Daily Colonist November 7, 1929 
 
Direction Finding Station May Be Provided at Estevan In 

1930, Wireless Head Says 
 
   A direction finding station may be erected at Estevan, 
on the West Coast of Vancouver Island sometime next 
year, according to Mr. E.J. Haughton, superintendent of 
Dominion Government radiotelegraph services in British 
Columbia.  In addition, three radio beacons will be 
constructed, one at Green Island, near Prince Rupert, 
one on Langara Island, and the third at Entrance island, 
off Nanaimo. 
 
   An engineer is at present locating sites for the 
structures, which will be of 500 watts each.  Full 
specifications of the apparatus are expected from 
Ottawa before the end of the year. 
 
   “There is some talk about the necessity of a radio 
beacon at Albert Head,” said Mr. Haughton yesterday.  
“One there is absolutely unnecessary, ass the present 
beacon at Race Rocks has a range of 100 miles under all 
conditions and has been heard frequency over 200 miles 
away by ships possessing direction finding gear. 
 
   “The present direction finding station at Pachena has 
been in operation since September 1923, and has an 
enviable reputation in North America for accuracy of 
bearings”, Mr. Haughton said.  “Although bearings are 
usually given ships within fifty miles of the coast, we 
have occasions when position reports are transmitted to 
vessels 200 miles off. 
 
   “Equipped with two transmitters, two receiving outfits, 
radiophone, telephone to Bamfield and a telegraph line, 
the Pachena station is manned by four men and is kept 
open twenty-four hours a day.  On a wave-length of 800 
meters, and average of 300 bearings per month is 
handed out.  Although Atlantic Coast stations charge 25 
cents per bearing and British stations five shillings, the 
Pachena service is absolutely free to all”, Mr. Haughton 
ended. 
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1930 
 

 
Victoria Daily Colonist, May 17 1930 
 
(Taken from a news item regarding the Princess Joan’s 
arrival on the coast.) 
 
   The wireless operator’s cabin contains 100-watt contin-
uous wave transmitter, capable of using modulated con-
tinuous waves and radio telephone service.  The tele-
phone will be operated on 100 meters and the code 
transmitter on 600, 700 and 800 meters.   
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The Daily Colonist June 21, 1931 
 
British Columbia To Receive Latest Wireless Equipment 

 
Vastly Increased Power for Short-Wave Communication 
May Place Province in Touch With Two Continents From 

Vancouver Station 
 
   British Columbia may be placed in direct wireless com-
munication with Australia and the Orient, and boat traf-
fic plying between the three continents, if new wireless 
equipment shortly to be installed at Lulu Island and 
Point Grey, Vancouver, exceeds by a very slight margin 
the extremely conservative estimates of its designers 
and engineers. 
 
  Tenders are now in the hands of the Ottawa headquar-
ters of the Dominion Radiotelegraphs for the erection of 
the new operating house on Lulu Island, the contract for 
which is to be awarded without delay.  The work was ap-
proved last year, when money was voted for the pur-
pose.  The work is now to proceed. 
 
   Explaining the effect of the improvements yesterday, 
E.J. Haughton, division superintendent for the Dominion 
Radiotelegraphs here, said the purpose behind the de-
velopment was a centralization of wireless operating 
control at Vancouver, and greatly increased power in 
short-wave communication.  This it is hoped, will greatly 
extend the range of the present equipment, to which 
other new and improved units are to be added. 
 

LULU ISLAND SITE 
 
   On a site of fifteen acres at Lulu Island, the Dominion 
Government will erect the new operating house, and 
four improved-type masts, the whole forming the trans-
mitting centre.  Reception will be carried on at Point 
Grey, while two-way communication may be handled 
simultaneously from a control room in the Marine Build-
ing, Vancouver, with receivers and transmitters some ten 
miles apart. 
 
   A feature of the equipment will be the 2,000 watt 
short-wave transmitter, turned out by the Marconi com-
pany in Canada.  This is five times as powerful as the 
quarter kilowatt short-wave transmitter with which the 
radiotelegraph operators have followed Australian ships 
from Vancouver and Victoria into Sydney Harbor without 
once losing touch.  In addition to 1,600 watt long-wave 

transmitters will be housed at the Lulu Island plant, all 
being Marconi equipment mad in Canada. 
 

EXCELLENT LOCATION 
 
   Four new masts will be erected at Lulu Island, carrying 
two long and two short-wave aerials, with future provi-
sion for radiophone work.  These masts will be of the im-
proved type, three of them 145 feet in height and one of 
110 feet, Lulu Island is regarded as the finest wireless 
station location in Canada, with low flat country on sea-
board, and a fine clearance to sea. 
 
   Official estimates of the result of the new equipment 
are that communication will be carried far out to sea be-
yond all present limits, caring for ships with either old or 
new fashioned sets, as well as serving to reach every cor-
ner in the province, linking up the whole chain of wire-
less stations in British Columbia. 
 
   Unofficial estimates of the range of the 2,000 watt 
short-wave transmitter give some promise of direct com-
munication with the continents of Australia and Asia. 
 

GREAT CONVENIENCE 
 
   From the operating room in the Marine building, con-
trol devices, starters, and manipulating keys will be 
worked; sending and receiving taking place side by side, 
from units spaced ten miles on the ground at the limits 
of the connections.  This arrangement will be of enor-
mous convenience over the present plan, and will entail 
no greater staff.  Operating electricians will be in charge 
at Lulu Island. 
 
   Centralization of communication is the modern way, 
and in the new arrangement British Columbia will be 
placed in the forefront of wireless development, caring 
for both land wireless and traffic by sea.  Mr. Haughton 
explained that practically all vessels over 5,000 tons now 
carry short-wave sets, increasing their range and lower-
ing operating costs for communication.  The new equip-
ment will match this trend at sea, as well as making 
great strides in the linking up of the Dominion’s chain of 
stations in British Columbia, some five channels will be 
worked on the long-wave sets, and two in the short-
wave band, where congestion is already making itself 
felt. 
 

DOMINION WIRELESS CHAIN 
 
   The Dominion wireless chain in this province now in-
cludes seven full-time ship-to-shore stations, also inter-
linked on land; one part-time station, one direction-find-
ing station, four radiophone stations with beacons and 



140News items were transcribed from the Victoria Daily Colonist Newspaper, British Columbia, Canada 

other connections.  In addition, thirty-eight connections 
are maintained with private stations, including expand-
ing use of radiophones by tugboats and logging concerns 
at isolated parts of the province. 
 
   The British Columbia system had already a high record 
of achievement in regard to direction-finding work, and 
has given innumerable instances of valued service in 
helping vessels to locate their position at sea.  This has 
steadily reduced the number of wrecks annually on this 
coast, and has made navigation safer than ever before.  
With centralization of full-power communication, and 
modern equipment the, the British Columbia units of the 
Federal chain will be in even better position to fill in-
creasing calls on the highly efficient service. 
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Victoria Daily Colonist, February 7, 1932 
 

RADIO STATION IS A MODERN ONE 
 

Walter A. Rush From Headquarters at Ottawa Praises 
Lulu Island Equipment 

 
   Walter A. Rush, of Ottawa, general superintendent of 
the Canadian Government Radio Service, is now in Victo-
ria during the progress of his first inspection tour of the 
Pacific Coast stations since he took over the office he 
now holds.  In company with E.J. Haughton, of this city, 
divisional superintendent of radio telegraphs, he has 
been inspecting the various stations from Vancouver to 
the northern bounds of the province. 
 
   Mr. Rush will remain some little time yet on the Coast, 
inspecting the Vancouver Island west coast stations and 
the Victoria equipment and offices. 
 
   The importance of the Lulu Island station, which has 
just been erected on the Mainland adjacent to Vancou-
ver, was stressed by Mr. Rush in an interview.  The range 
to be attained by it is very difficult to state definitely.  So 
much depends upon the conditions prevailing that this 
will vary considerably.  It is safe, however, to say that it 
will be able to pick up messages at least from five to 
seven thousand miles distant.  This station is equipped 
with the latest in the radio line.  It ranks as one of the 
best to be found anywhere. 
 

HAS REMOTE CONTROL 
 
   The specially attractive feature of the new station is 
the fact that messages going out and being received are 
under remote control.  The station now located in the 
Marine Building in Vancouver will take care of the ma-
rine end of the business.  Roughly fourteen miles from 
the Lulu Island works where the transmitters are located 
the operator in the Marine Building will switch onto the 
transmitter at Lulu Island and immediately begin the 
sending of his messages direct without any repetition.  
These messages are sent for ship service will be on a 600 
wave length, which is the one that is utilizing by ship-
ping. 
 
   At the same time from Point Grey, which will be given 
over to other than marine messages, connection can be 
made over the thirteen and half miles or so separating it 
from the Lulu Island transmitters.  These messages from 

Point Grey can be sent by a similarly easy method and 
without the interfering with the working of the Marine 
Building business. 
 
   Excellent results are expected from the new station 
when it is fully in working order. 
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Daily Colonist August 28, 1938 
 
RADIO DEVELOPMENT HAND IN HAND WITH ISLAND’S 

PROGRESS 
 

At Present Eleven Wireless Stations on Coast of British 
Columbia Give Complete Coverage on Land and Sea 

Over Wide Area—Early Equipment Long Since 
Discarded 

 
   Radio, since Marconi first challenged a skeptical world 
with his startling theories and went on later to give 
practical demonstrations, in which he successfully sent 
messages in the telegraph code across considerable 
distances of sea and land without the aid of overhead 
wires or submarine cables, has wrought a profound 
influence over the daily comings and goings of the 
human family through the varied applications of the 
principle, and which are now employed to bring us 
entertainment as well as provide for our necessities. 
 
   In connection with the development of radio-
telegraphy, Victoria and British Columbia early saw the 
advantages of both.  Although not quite the first in the 
field, the Canadian Government might be correctly given 
credit for pioneering the practical progress of the first 
named utility on the Pacific Coast.  There was an attempt 
made in 1906 to link up Vancouver Island with the 
Mainland of the United States, but through lack of 
commercial patronage it was obliged to roll up the local 
antennae when the Dominion Government erected its 
first aerials on Gonzales Hill in 1907. 
 

PACIFIC STATIONS 
 
   Financed by a Californian, the Pacific Wireless 
Company established a chain of three stations in what 
were then considered by the management as key 
positions.  The one in Victoria operated from Mount 
Douglas, while the others were located at Friday Harbor 
and Port Townsend, respectively, the distance between 
each being the normal limits of wave efficiency of both 
sending and receiving apparatus.  In charge of the local 
station while it continued to carry on was Maurice 
Thompson, who is now a resident of Long Beach, 
California.  Only last week he was a visitor to Victoria 
and called in on E.J. Haughton, division superintendent 
of the Radio Branch of the Federal Government’s 
Department of Transport here, when he recalled that 
Pacific Wireless had been absorbed by United Wireless, 

a concern operating stations at that time from San Pedro 
and Catalina Island. 
 

IN SAME PLACE 
 
   The wireless station started by the Dominion 
Government on Gonzales Hill is still occupying the same 
position, although the apparatus necessary for its 
operation has been improved from time to time, keeping 
pace with the improvements in equipment evolved by 
radio engineers.  The first lone operator of the Gonzales 
Hill station when it opened was E.J. Haughton, who had 
been an experienced telegraph operator and knew all 
the kinks of the older method of communication.  At 
that time the one kilowatt station was sparked by a gas 
engine.  At the present time there are eleven wireless 
stations the coast of British Columbia, all in key 
positions, giving a complete coverage and are equipped 
with 1,000 kilowatt units.  Some of these are electrically 
operated, while others still operate by gas engine.  The 
range of the first Gonzales station was between 100 and 
1,000 miles, according to atmospheric conditions, while 
the present stations are dependable up to 400 miles and 
often intercept messages as much as 5,000 miles away. 
 

SHORE TO SHIPS 
 
   In addition to the equipment for wireless contact 
between shore and ship, both code and conversation, 
the Government also maintains a number of radio 
beacon stations along the coast of the province.  They 
are located at Race Rocks, Quatsino Sound, Triple Rocks, 
Dead Tree Point and Langara Island.  These stations flash 
certain signals at regular intervals, enabling a ship 
underway, if properly equipped, to take its own bearings, 
which is of invaluable assistance to the mariner, 
especially in misty or foggy weather. 
 
   Probably the greatest advance in radio has been in 
connection with telephony, which also embraces 
broadcasting, as broadcast equipment and the radio 
telephone are almost identical.  Although the Canadian 
Government had a chain of radiophone stations along 
the coast which were used exclusively for ship to shore 
communication, in venturing any statements concerning 
radio telephony progress here-about, the British 
Columbia Telephone Company can safely be named the 
pioneer of the installation to point to point 
communication along the coast.  This bringing of isolated 
communities into speaking touch with the large centres 
of population proved to be an amenity extremely 
worthwhile, and a natural sequence was for the Federal 
authorities to grant licenses to the Telephone Company 
to inaugurate ship to shore services between all manner 
of craft plying coastal waters, including passenger, 
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freight and towing craft, enabling the carrier to call up 
from any point on the coast, no matter how isolated, 
and communicate with any point desired. 
 

MANY ADVANTAGES 
 
   Just as important in its own slightly more restricted 
uses in the application of radio telephony to the work 
carried on by the police and forestry services of the 
province.  The constable stationed at the bake and 
beyond and operating his shortwave machine can tell his 
superiors in Victoria immediately of anything transpiring 
in connection with his duties.  The same might be said of 
the fire ranger on patrol, while its advantages in 
connection with the fighting of a major forest fire, such 
as was experienced on Vancouver Island during the 
present Summer are manifold.  Located at key points 
along the long front of the blazing bushlands, the ranger 
in charge was kept in constant touch with the situation, 
enabling him to direct the required assistance to any 
particular section with dispatch. 
 

THE NEW ORDER 
 
   Talking with E.J. Haughton, who has been identified 
with the radio history of Western Canada since the 
beginning he hinted at the greater accomplishments 
which the future will develop.  In 1940, he stated the 
long reign which spark transmitters has had will end in 
favor of the valve transmitters by agreement of world 
powers, who, following conventions at various intervals 
during the past few years finally made the decision.  This 
change itself will be of inestimable benefit to radio in all 
its branches, as the spark transmitter interferes in a wide 
band, whereas the valve or tube transmitter is far more 
selective. 
 
   As far as Canada is concerned, which means British 
Columbia too, the next big development in radio science 
will be the completion of the new chain of radio range 
stations across the country for the purpose of guiding 
and protecting air travel.  These radio range stations 
between the coast of British Columbia and the Atlantic 
side of Nova Scotia are being equipped with the most 
modern apparatus known, and it is expected they will be 
in full operation before the end of this year. 
 

 
The Daily Colonist November 24, 1938 
 

VICTORIA MAN IS INSPECTOR 
 

S.C. JACKSON, RADIO OPERATOR AT GONZALES, NAMED 
HEAD AT KAMLOOPS 

 

   S.C. Jackson, chief radio operator at Gonzales, for the 
last twelve years, has been promoted to radio inspector 
at Kamloops, B.C.  Mr. Jackson’s position will be filled by 
S.E. Meiss, radio operator in the Marine Building, 
Vancouver. 
 
    Mr. Jackson arrived as radio operator on the West 
Coast for a period of twenty-six years.  He has operated 
at Prince Rupert, Estevan and the old Triangle Island 
station, during his long service. 
  

POPULAR OPERATOR 
 
   He was popular with his fellow operators, who wish 
him every success in his new post.  Mr. Jackson has a 
son, Johnny, who is at present wireless operator at 
Grand Forks.  His daughter, Margaret, resides at home. 
 
   Like Mr. Jackson, Mr. Meiss comes to Gonzales with 
many years of experience.  He has been radio operator 
at various points on the West Coast for twenty-two 
years.  He was chief operator at Estevan for the past 
twelve years and was transferred to Vancouver a month 
ago.  Mr. Meiss will arrive at Gonzales in the near future, 
where he will be in charge. 
 

 
 
The Daily Colonist November 26, 1938 
 
 
NEW SUPERINTENDENT OF RADIO BRANCH IS TAKING 

OVER SHORTLY 
 
   To succeed E.J. Haughton as divisional superintendent 
of the Radio Branch, Department of Transport, William J. 
Bowerman will come to Victoria, it was stated here 
yesterday. 
 
   Mr. Bowerman who has been supervising radio 
inspector at Vancouver, will take over here on December 
5, when Mr. Haughton will retire from active service with 
the Government department. 
 

 
Daily Colonist, December 6, 1938 
 

TAKES OVER RADIO POST 
 

Recently Appointed Superintendent for B.C. Assumed 
Duties Yesterday 

 
   William J. Bowerman, who succeeded E.J. Haughton as 
divisional superintendent of the Radio Branch, 
Department of Transport, took over his new duties 
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yesterday and will do his best, he stated to maintain the 
service in its present efficient condition.   
 
   “We old-timers of the Radio Branch on the West 
Coast,” he continued, “are very proud of the service 
which Mr. Haughton has built up during the past thirty 
years.  It is not generally known, but it is that wireless 
operators on ships coming to the British Columbia coast 
from other world ports tell us we give a better 
communication service to ships at sea than most 
countries, while it is always equal to the best. 
 
   “Needless to state, I am glad to be in Victoria again and 
hope to have the co-operation, particularly, of all radio 
devotees.  At the present time this is my chief concern; 
for there are a number of unlicensed radio owners on 
file here requiring attention.  Conducting prosecution is 
an unpleasant procedure, and I trust everyone who is 
delinquent will see the necessity of playing the game.” 
 

HERE SINCE 1910 
 
   Mr. Bowerman was born at Basingstoke, England, and 
came to Canada first in 1910.  He joined the Government 
radio service in 1911 as wireless operator, commencing 
duty at the Gonzales Hill station.  Later he did a round of 
duty in connection with other stations on the British 
Columbia coast, among other places isolated Triangle 
Island, where the operators and lighthouse attendants 
were fortunate to get mails and supplies several times a 
year. 
 
    During the latter part of the Great War, Mr. Bowerman 
was transferred to Atlantic Coast radio stations for duty, 
and also served as wireless operator on British transport 
vessels.  Transferred back to British Columbia after the 
war was over, he was officer in charge at Point Grey and 
Estevan stations in turn.  Appointed radio inspector for 
Vancouver and the British Columbia Interior in 1925, he 
continued in that capacity until promoted recently to 
succeed E.J. Haughton, retiring superintendent. 
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The Daily Colonist November 1, 1939 
 

PLAN WIRELSS STATION MOVE 
 

Gonzales Hill Radio to Be Transferred to Gordon Head 
Site 

 
   One of Victoria’s best known landmarks, the twin 
wireless masts on Gonzales Hill, visible throughout the 
past thirty years to all sea going travelers to and from 
the city, will disappear in the near future when the 
Dominion government wireless station is transplanted to 
a new site at Gordon Head. 
 
   Tenders have been called for the erection of a new 
station., and it should be in operation early next year, 
officials of the Department of Transport here said today.  
The station will be located on McCoy Road, just off 
Gordon Head Road, and adjacent to the site once 
proposed as an airfield. 
 
   Moving of the wireless station from Gonzales is not a 
wartime measure, it was pointed out, but was projected 
more than a year ago, in line with the practice of the 
department to keep stations located in areas not too 
thickly populated, to avoid interference with broadcast 
reception that might be set up. 
 

NO LONGER SUITABLE 
 
   Gonzales Hill, which has built up closely in recent years 
as a residential area, is no longer considered suitable for 
a wireless station, officials said.  Also, on account of the 
rocky nature of the ground around the present station, 
Gordon Head is considered to be a more efficient site. 
 
   The Gordon Head station will include a limited amount 
of new equipment, it was learned, including a 2,000 watt 
Marconi modern long wave transmitter.  The new steel 
construction lattice self-supporting towers will be 
erected.  Ten acres of ground have been acquired for the 
station, and its department has allowed itself plenty of 
room for expansion. 
 
   In general, the new station will be more up to date 
than the station that has served so well during the past 
generation.  The operating building will be of a modern 
type of architectural design.  At the present time on one 
six-room dwelling house is planned, to house the officer 
in charge of the station. 
 

MORE EFFICIENT RESULTS 
 
   Departmental officials said that when the new station 
is in operation it is anticipated that more efficient 
communication will be obtained through the technical 
improvement in the site, chiefly due to improved ground 
conditions, which are important for radio purposes. 
 
   The station at Gonzales Hill, now destined to disappear, 
is the pioneer Government wireless station in British 
Columbia, having been erected in 1907.  For thirty-two 
years it has maintained ship to shore communications 
with private commercial radio stations located along the 
British Columbia coast, as far north as the Alaskan 
border.  A continuous schedule on short-wave has been 
maintained with the Department of Transport’s coast 
station at Digby island, near Prince Rupert. 
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Victoria Daily Colonist June 8, 1948 
 

Special Band 
 
   As a result of negotiations between the United 
Fishermen and Allied Workers Union and the 
Department of Transport, fishermen of British Columbia 
now have special wave band for communication with 
each other at sea. 
 
   The frequency of 2318 kilocycles has been assigned for 
use by fishermen for inter-ship communication and 
limited communication with canneries within a distance 
of 20 miles. 
 
   This will mean that fishermen employing radio sets in 
their boats must have transmitters adjusted to the new 
frequency as soon as possible in order to relieve 
congestion on the distress frequency of 1630 kilocycles 
in use in the past.   
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Daily Colonist June 12, 1949 
 

Noted Canoeist Shelves Paddle 
 
VANCOUVER, June 11 (CP).  Walter Henry Lambert, 55, 
British Columbia’s No. 1 open sea canoeist, is hanging up 
his paddle for good. 
 
   The husky, staccato voiced electronics teacher had 
made more than 30 trips in his canoes Tenebris I and II, 
across tricky Juan de Fuca strait since 1932, but now his 
doctor has told him to “take it easy.” 
 
   Lambert’s travel in water has not been confined to 
canoes.  He sailed nearly 750,000* miles all over the 
world as a radio officer.  Now he is passing on the benefit 
of his experience to a radio class at a local high school. 
 
   It’s going to be hard for him to give up his trips across 
the strait, which he describes as the “most magnificent 
sight in the world” but “this time the doctor really 
means it.  My strength is gone” he says. 
 
*Obviously a typo--FWS 
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