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Victoria Times, July 28, 1910 

 

CRIPPEN IS ON THE MONTROSE 

MESSAGE FROM STEAMER 

RECEIVED IN MONTREAL 

Quebec Officers Will Assist Scotland 

Yard Inspector to Arrest Suspect 

(Times Leased Wire) 

Montreal, Que.  July 28—A wireless 

dispatch to Montreal Star from the steamer 

Montrose says that Dr. Hawley H. Crippen, 

wanted by Scotland Yard for the murder of 

his wife in London is aboard the vessel. 

   The wireless dispatch to the Star is the 

first confirmation of the belief that Dr. 

Crippen is on board the Montrose.  The first 

brief message did not mention Mlle. Ethel 

Leneve, who is said by the London police to 

be travelling with Crippen disguised in 

boy’s clothing. 

   It is now believed that Scotland Yard 

received its information regarding the 

fugitives when the vessel was not far from 

England and that their reticence since then 

and their efforts to capture the American 

dentist and the woman with whom they say 

he fled, has been due largely to their 

inability to get in touch with the Montrose. 

   The Montrose is a C.P.R. liner, while the 

Laurentic, on which Inspector Dew has been 
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racing across the Atlantic, is a White Star 

vessel.   It is considered probable here that 

the Laurentic has been able to pick up the 

Montrose and that the details of the arrest, if 

one is to be made, as is believed certain here 

following the dispatch today, already have 

been arranged. 

   The authorities here are anxiously 

awaiting wireless messages from the 

Laurentic.  It is expected that the first details 

of the trip of Dr. Crippen aboard the 

Montrose will be given through the wireless 

from the Laurentic. 

   The police this afternoon sent a message 

instructing Capt. James Kendall of the 

Montrose to use every precaution to prevent 

Dr. Crippen from killing himself. 

   The police here believe that Dr. Crippen is 

not aware that his identity is known.  For 

this reason they sent the message to Capt. 

Kendall.  They asked that Crippen be kept 

under close watch until he is turned over to 

the authorities here.  He will be arrested 

aboard ship. 

Report Confirmed 

Point Armour, Labrador, July 28—The 

wireless station here this afternoon picked 

up the Montrose.  A message was received 

from the vessel stating positively that Dr. H. 

H. Crippen was on board. 

   The first message received here made no 

mention of Mlle. Ethel Claire Leneve, who 

is said by the London police to be aboard the 

vessel disguised in male attire. 

 

Await Arrival of Steamer 

Father Point, Que., July 28—Chief 

Constable McCarty and Inspector Denis of 

the provincial police arrived here today to 

assist Inspector Dew of Scotland Yard in 

arresting Dr. H.H. Crippen, the American 

dentist, whom the London police charge 

with murdering his wife in London, and 

Mlle. Leneve, who is said to be with 

Crippen on board the steamer Montrose. 

   McCarty and Denis came here under 

orders from the attorney-general of the 

province of Quebec, who instructed them to 

do everything in their power to secure the 

arrest of Crippen and his companion in case 

they are aboard the Montrose when the 

vessel docks. 

   Scotland Yard today cabled minute 

descriptions of the couple, which it is 

believed will make it impossible for Crippen 

and the woman to escape recognition if they 

try to land. 

   Inspector Dew is to arrive here on the 

steamer Laurentic in time to join the 

Canadian officers. 
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On board Steamship Montrose, via wireless to 

the United Press, Montreal July 29:  “Robinson 

and son are assuredly Dr. Hawley H. Crippen 

and Mlle. Ethel Claire Leneve.   Crippen 

attempted to disguise himself by shaving his 

moustache; his companion tried to hide her 

identity in the garb of a boy.”  (Signed) Captain 

Kendall. 

   “I first suspected the couple when the 

Montrose was two hours from Antwerp” 

continues the captain’s message.  “I watched 

them and concluded that the man, registered as 

a merchant, was Crippen, and that the ‘son’ 

booked as a student, was the girl.  I read the 

details of the case fully in London and saw 

pictures of both printed in London and 

Antwerp.  There is no doubt of the identity of 

the pair. 

   “Crippen and Mlle. Leneve do not know that 

they are suspected and they are allowed every 

liberty.  A strict watch, however, is being kept 

on them.  Other passengers aboard do not 

know the indent of the couple. 

   “Crippen reads newspapers, magazines and 

novels constantly, appears very nervous and 

does not sleep much.  The girl is sometimes gay 

and sometimes appears worried.  She watches 

Crippen tearfully at times.  There is no doubt 

but that the man is really Crippen.” 

Will Be Deported 

 Father Point, Que., July 29—The Canadian 

police and secret service agents gathered here 

resolved today upon a plan of action for the 

deportation of Dr. H. H. Crippen and Mlle. Ethel 

Leneve, believed to be on board the steamer 

Montrose, which is due at Montreal tomorrow.  

The American dentist, suspected of the murder 

of his wife, Belle Elmore, formerly a noted 

singer, with his young companion, will be sent 

back to England by the Dominion government 

as “undesirable aliens.” 

   The Montrose will arrive at Montreal either at 

midnight Saturday or early Sunday morning.  Dr. 

Crippen and Mlle. Leneve will be arrested as 

soon as the ship docks, will be rushed to 

Quebec, and then deported, thereby avoiding 

the legal entanglements attending extradition.  

The suspects then will be placed aboard the 

steamer Royal George, which sails for England 

August 4. 

   With the wireless dispatch in the United Press 

yesterday came the first news to the Dominion 

authorities of the presence of Crippen and the 

girl aboard the Montrose.  As soon as the feeble 

spark from the apparatus of the line carried the 

news to the world police officials started for 

Father Point. 
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   Chief McCarty of the Quebec provincial police, 

Chief Denis of Levie, and Chief Constable 

Gauvreau, of the Dominion police of Ottawa, 

rushed here and are in conference at the 

Marconi….(I didn’t notice the continued on 

page 16—FWS) 
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(Times Leased Wire) 

On board steamer Montrose, July 30—Capt. 

Kendall sent the following message this 

morning: Suspect did not sleep last night.  

Haggard this morning and appears terror 

stricken.  Mlle. Leneve does not appear to be 

worrying, and spent all yesterday reading on 

deck. 

Police Plans 

Father Point, July 30—The steamer Montrose is 

due here on Sunday afternoon. 

   Inspector Dew has rented La Voie boarding 

house and refused to talk with reporters. 

   Correspondents wired to the Canadian 

government about being barred from the tug 

Eureka, which will go out to meet the 

Montrose. 

   Inspector Dew makes the arrest a personal 

matter, as Crippen assured him when 

questioned about his wife that he would not 

leave London. 

   Under pressure inspector Dew later ruled that 

reporters might go on board the tug Eureka 

provided they remained below decks until after 

the arrest is made. 

   Dow, Chief McCarthy of Montreal, Chief Denis 

of Levis and Constable Gavreau of Father Point 

will board the steamer Montrose from a pilot 

vessel.  Capt. Kendall will point out the 

suspected couple.  Inspector Dew will identify 

them if possible and Chief McCarthy will make 

the arrests. 

   At noon the Montrose was off Heath Point, 

Anticosti Island.  The vessel cannot arrive at 

Montreal before noon tomorrow. 

Captain’s Statement 

Fame Point, July 30—Some additional details 

regarding Dr. Crippen and Mlle. Leneve on 

board the steamer Montrose have been 

received here by wireless. 

   Captain Kendall first became suspicious of the 

Robinson pair while they were at lunch the first 

day out.  Their hats were hanging outside the 

dining saloon and the captain examined them.  

He found that the boy’s was several sizes too 

large and the band stuffed with paper to make 

it fit properly.  Later on in the day he saw young 

Robinson in his shirt sleeves, his coat and 

waistcoat off.  He noticed immediately that his 

trousers hung in a peculiar manner and that 



5 

 

they were held up at the waist with ‘safety’ 

pins. 

   Captain Kendall says he did not place the pair 

under arrest because he was absolutely certain 

that they had no idea that he suspected them 

and he knew that if he left them alone and tried 

to ingratiate himself with them he would 

probably get information which would be 

invaluable later on. 

   Before the captain had looked at the 

passengers hats he had watched them closely, 

standing on the upper deck.  The boy squeezed 

his father’s hand affectionately and this did not 

seem natural to the knowing sea dog.  Captain 

Kendall did not say anything of his suspicions at 

first to anyone, but later took the first mate into 

his confidence.  He immediately came to the 

same conclusion as the captain. 

   The mere fact that the woman is travelling in 

boy’s clothing makes both officers believe that 

the Robinsons are in reality Dr. Crippen and 

Mlle. Leneve.  Dr. Crippen carries a revolver and 

is growing a beard.  The only people on the 

vessel who know of the true state of affairs are 

the captain, mate and wireless operator. 

 

Victoria Times, August 1, 1910 

 

 

(Times Leased Wire) 

Quebec Aug 1—Dr. H. H. Crippen was arraigned 

before Police Judge Angers at noon today.  The 

proceedings were brief.  Crippen admitted his 

identity and said that he had no objections to 

returning to England for trial.  He was 

remanded to police custody*. 

   Mlle. Ethel Leneve was unable to appear at 

the preliminary hearing.  Physicians informed 

the court that she had broken down and was in 

a state of nervous collapse. 

   The court room was crowded to the doors 

with spectators anxious to catch a glimpse of 

the defendants. 

   The presence of a great throng caused Judge 

Anger to convene court in a private house near 

the legislative buildings and hundreds of 

persons were disappointed. 

In Custody 

   (Special to the Times) 

On Board the S. S. Montrose,  

Father Point.  Aug 1—Inspector Dew of Scotland 

Yard boarded the steamer Montrose at Father 

Point this morning and identified Mr. Robinson 

and his supposed son as Dr. Crippen and Mlle. 

Ethel Claire Leneve who are wanted in London 

in connection with the murder of Dr. Crippen’s 

wife, Belle Elmer, which has aroused the 

interest of both continents.  The couple were 

immediately arrested, and, in company with the 

detective and his typist, proceeded to Quebec. 

   Crippen, disguised as an Englishman, and his 

typist disguised as a boy boarded the Montrose 

at Antwerp.  The fact that they had no hand 

baggage and that the supposed boy looked 
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suspicious, aroused the suspicions of Capt. 

Kendall who by wireless message notified 

Scotland Yard when the Montrose was at sea.  

As a result of the wireless, Inspector Dew 

caught the fast steamer Laurentic which was 

just sailing for the St. Lawrence, and arrived at 

Father Point on Friday, two days ahead of the 

Montrose and was thus able to intercept the 

Montrose and arrest the suspects whom he 

promptly identified as Crippen and the woman.  

The pair will be taken to Quebec. 

   The Montrose arrived off Father Point at half 

past eight yesterday morning when Inspector 

Dew with Chief McCarthy and Chief Dennis of 

the provincial police went out in the pilot boat 

disguised as pilots.  Dr. Crippen and Mlle. 

Lenerve were promenading the deck with Dr. 

Stuart of the Montrose when the pilot boat 

came alongside.  Dr. Crippen asked why there 

were so many pilots and Dr. Stuart replied that 

they were probably pilots off duty returning 

home.  The supposed pilots walked along the 

deck until they passed where Crippen and the 

girl and Dr. Stuart were walking.  When 

Inspector Dew had a good look at the two he 

gave an agreed upon signal and Chief McCarthy 

and Chief Dennis at once arrested both Crippen 

and the girl and took them down to their cabin 

where they were confined in Custody of 

Inspector Dew. 

   Not ten minutes elapsed from the time the 

constables went onboard with Dew until the 

arrest was made.  Crippen turned as pale as 

death and he muttered some unintelligible 

words as he was hauled below, while Miss 

Leneve became hysterical. 

Details of Arrest 

Quebec, Aug. 1—Not in the ordinary police 

cells, but in rooms at the Provincial police 

headquarters at the legislative buildings.  Dr. 

Hawley Crippen and Ethel Claire Leneve lie 

awaiting their summary (xxx*). 

   After the first shock of the arrest, Crippen has 

shown little emotion, but the girl is broken and 

moans almost constantly wringing her hands 

and pressing them to her head. 

   There was no struggle at the arrest on the 

steamer Montrose.  Every precaution had been 

taken against suicide and it was well for in 

Crippen’s pocket was a white powder, thought 

to be a poison and a small vial of dark colored 

liquid.  Mlle. Leneve threw something from the 

port hole as she was being arrested, but what it 

was the police do not know. 

   The most dramatic moment of the event was 

when the police arrived on the Montrose.  It 

opened with comedy as Inspector Dew’s head 

appeared over the side. 

   “I am afraid you have not climbed a ladder for 

a long time, pilot.”  Dew laughed and stepped 

on deck.  “That is my man, is it yours?” were the 

greetings of Capt. Kendall. 

   There was silence as Dew looked at Crippen 

pacing the deck ten yards away.  One minute 

passed, another, Kendell’s face began to get 

pale.  Was he mistaken after all?  Five minutes 

Dew turned slowly to Kendall.  “I am not sure till 

I get a closer look at his face.  Bring him in a 

cabin.” He said to McCarthy.  McCarthy tapped 

Crippen on the shoulder “I want to see you.”  

“What for?”  “Oh, just for a few minutes.” 

   Crippen followed to the cabin of the captain.  

He had still no suspicions as he thought he was 

talking to a pilot.  Crippen was now face to face 
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with Dew, who stood piercing Crippen with 

steel grey cold eyes. 

   “That’s him,” came in low words.  McCarthy 

stepped forward.  “I arrest you for the murder 

of Belle Elmore.  Take notice that anything you 

may say may be used against you in evidence.” 

   Crippen curled his face to half sneer but said 

nothing.  “Hold out your hands,” said Chief 

Dennis and snap went the handcuffs. 

   “Are you Crippen?”  “I am Crippen, I am he.” 

   Then came the search.  Only ten dollars the 

powder and the vial which is being examined 

today, and which the police believe was the 

means Crippen had arranged to give the police 

the slip had he got the chance.  No revolver was 

found as was suspected. 

   This done, Crippen threw himself on the bunk 

sullenly and refused to talk. 

Mlle. Leneve Arrested 

   Down below sat Ethel Leneve reading George 

Sheldon’s “Audry’s Recompense” in blissful 

ignorance of the rapidly closing net.  A rap at 

the door, which opened without her consent.  

Dew said: “Ethel Leneve, we want you.”  The 

girl’s face blanched. 

   McCarthy said: “I arrest you for the murder of 

Belle Elmore,” and gave the customary warning.  

She gave a piercing shriek, staggered to the 

bunk, on which she fell and lay moaning, 

shielding her face from her captors with her 

arm.  The police had gone into the arrest with 

everything ready for just such (xxx*)   There was 

at the door a stewardess with a glass of brandy.  

As she took it she threw something out of the 

port-hole and quick as were the officers to 

jump, they did not even see what it was.  She 

held her hands to her head all the time, 

moaning.  When the search began she collapsed 

and the doctor had to be called.  She had 

recovered by night, however, and ate dinner. 

   The arrest of Crippen himself was made at 

nine sharp.  Dew was not satisfied with the 

search of Crippen himself and made another.  

He found a linen belt concealed next the skin 

but attached to the shirt with diamond rings, 

ear-rings and a stick-pin. 

   The two were registered as John Filo 

Robinson, merchant, age 51, and John George 

Robinson, 16, student.  They were supposed to 

be on their way to Detroit. 

   Dew would not make a statement but gave it 

to be understood that he did not think that the 

girl had been accomplice of the murderer, and 

the passengers say the same.  The man was 

nervous and evidently had something on his 

mind, but the girl was gay and happy, except for 

spells of depression.  The couple would never 

have been noticed if the girl had not been 

dressed as a boy.  She is small but well built, 

and the boy’s dress did not conceal the outlines 

of the woman.  All the officers and many of the 

passengers knew that she was a woman, and 

with the papers of the Crippen case Third 

Officer Mowat connected the two and spoke of 

it to the captain.  He gathered all the papers 

and the three officers went carefully into the 

case and decided that they were the two 

wanted. 

   Kendall was asked what he would do with the 

reward.  “The what?” he asked, “The reward.” 

   “I did not know that there was one.” 
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   The great fear shown by Crippen as they 

approached Father Point was that his 

companion would be discovered. 

Land From Steamer 

(Times Leased Wire) 

Quebec, Aug 1—Manacled and closely guarded, 

Dr. Hawley H. Crippen, accused of the murder 

of his wife, Belle Elmore Crippen, in their 

London home, was brough ashore today and 

taken to the Quebec prison.  Mlle. Ethel Clair 

Leneve, his stenographer, charged as accessory 

in the alleged murder, also was taken off the 

liner Montrose and placed in a cell in the 

women’s prison. 

   Unusual precautions taken by the police, the 

widespread publicity given the details of the 

murder and the chase after Crippen and his 

companion, caused thousands of persons to 

assemble on the water front for a glimpse of 

the prisoners and the men responsible for their 

capture. 

   The vessel docked at 1 a.m., but the suspects 

did not come ashore until after daybreak.  A 

great crowd had gathered as (xxx*).  A detail of 

fifty police surrounded the wharves and kept a 

portion of the street clear between the entry 

way of the pier and automobiles that later 

carried the prisoners and their captors to jail. 

   The credit for the capture given Captain 

Kendall and his chief officers, who are praised 

for having handled the case so astutely that 

neither Dr. Crippen nor Mlle. Leneve believed 

themselves suspected until the heavy hand of 

Inspector Dew fell on Crippen’s shoulder and 

Chief McCarthy, of the Quebec police 

department, placed the frail young 

stenographer under arrest. 

Girl is Nervous Wreck 

   Mlle. Leneve today became the central figure 

in the case that Scotland Yard is building against 

Dr. H. H. Crippen.  The young woman is a pitiful 

nervous wreck.  Every effort is being made by 

the police to persuade here to give evidence 

that might tend to incriminate the man. 

   Crippen, calm and talkative during the river 

journey from Father Point to Quebec with his 

captors, became sullen and silent after the cell 

door shut upon him. 

   The girl, however, wrung her hands, moaned 

and rolled on the floor when placed in her cell.  

She had not slept during the night following the 

arrest aboard the Montrose.  She was a pitiable 

sight as she came ashore and with difficulty the 

police persuaded her to land while thousands 

who had gathered on the water front to see the 

couple stood waiting. 

   Mlle. Leneve refused to enter a waiting 

automobile, and after some delay she was 

taken in a cab to the cell. 

   The ship’s officers declare that the girl was 

astounded when she learned that she and her 

companion were accused of murder.  Entirely 

forgetting that she was playing the part of a 

“boy”, Mlle. Leneve fainted when Chief 

McCarthy of the Quebec police department 

arrested her. 

 

Faints in Cab 

   When searched by a stewardess she was 

wearing a canvas harness to conceal her figure, 

besides which she wore a soft shirt, loose fitting 

trousers and a cap.  Her hair had been cut short 
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and parted in the middle.  Everyone aboard the 

Montrose knew that the “boy” was a woman, 

but the passengers did not suspect the identity 

either of Dr. Crippen or of Mlle. Leneve, 

although they discussed the case frequently. 

   The mannerisms of the “boy” convinced 

everyone aboard that “he” was a girl.  After the 

arrest Mlle. Leneve was given a loose gown by 

the stewardess.  She was led, sobbing and 

stumbling, down the gang plank, and when she 

reached the cab that took her to prison she 

fainted. 

   Inspector Dew today expressed the belief that 

the woman did not participate in the alleged 

murder at the Crippen home in London.  

According to British law, the suspects may not 

be questioned, except perfunctorily, regarding 

the crime of which they are accused.  They are 

warned that anything they may say will be used 

against them.  This does not prevent Mlle. 

Leneve from turning King’s evidence, but she 

must do so of her own free will and only upon 

slightest persuasion. 

Hope Girl Will Aid Police 

   That she was amazed that Crippen and herself 

were charged with murder is one of the things 

upon which the police rely in their desire to 

have her turn against Crippen.  They believe 

that the American kept his young companion in 

ignorance of the charges against them, and the 

detectives hope that the shock of the revelation 

will unseal the girl’s lips and cause her to reveal 

circumstances the will help unravel the case. 

   No revolver was found on Crippen.  After Mlle. 

Leneve had revived from her swoon in the 

stateroom of the Montrose, the girl rushed to a 

port hole and threw something into the river.  It 

is supposed that the object was Crippen’s 

revolver. 

Urged to Tell Truth 

London, Aug 1—The mother (of) Ethel Clair 

Leneve today (called on) her daughter, who is 

held at (Quebec) with Dr. H. H. Crippen, to tell 

the (police all) she may know concerning the 

murder. 

   “I have been fearing that (he) might injure my 

daughter.” Said Mlle. Leneve’s mother today.  “I 

(am relieved) that he is custody.  I am angry that 

our child has dece(ived) but we do not think she 

knew (of) the horrible crime of which Crippen is 

(suspected).  We believe that Dr. (Crippen) told 

her something was wrong (      )business of 

which she might (    )pected of complicity.” 

   Inspector Dew and his prisoners are expected 

here next Thursday.  (???) for a speedy trial are 

unanimous.  It is reported that the Scotland 

Yard officials have secured now (and) that the 

body found in the (basement at) No. 39 Hilltop 

Crescent, is (that of) Mrs. Crippen. 

 

Victoria Times, August 2, 1910 
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Quebec. Aug 2—“Ethel Claire Leneve is innocent 

of any share in the murder of Belle Elmore 

declares Inspector Dew.  “She told me her 

entire story and it sufficient to clear her.” 

   Detectives are working hard in London to 

prove the statements.  The girl has broken 

down, but has tried to shield Dr. Crippen.  The 

latter is (xxx*) the other way.   He is chatty and 

apparently happy. 

   Mme Fred Ginnett is to be the principal 

witness against Crippen.  She was a close friend 

of Belle Elmore. 

   Women are sending flowers to Crippen in his 

cell. 

   It is unlikely that anything new will develop in 

the case until Crippen and Mlle. Leneve are 

brought up again, 15 days from now.  Last 

evening Mlle. Leneve was taken from Chief 

McCarthy’s house to the house of Judge Angers, 

and there the same proceedings were gone 

through that occurred when Crippen was 

arraigned.  Last night Inspector Dew stated he 

had become convince that Mlle. Leneve was 

only a foolish girl who was misled by Crippen. 

Hope Girl Will Testify 

Quebec Aug 2—Mlle Ethel Clare Leneve today 

underwent the police (xxx*) of kindness 

following her nerve wrecking voyage across the 

Atlantic in company with Dr. H. H. Crippen, 

charged with the murder of his wife, Belle 

Elmore Crippen, in North London. 

   The belief is general here that Mlle Leneve will 

be the chief witness against Crippen at the 

inquest to be held in London.  The detectives 

hope that she will testify for the crown at the 

inquest and the trial of Crippen which they 

predict will follow shortly upon the doctor’s 

return to London. 

   Mlle. Leneve has been showered with 

comforts.  She has not been placed in solitary 

confinement like Crippen, but the home of Chief 

McCarthy.  She has her own room and 

practically is not under surveillance.  She has 

received a number of cablegrams from her 

parents urging her to tell all she knows of the 

case to the authorities. 

   Crippen is kept in a dungeon at the 

headquarters of the provincial police and is not 

permitted to see visitors. 

   No visitors are allowed to see Mlle. Leneve.  

Chief McCarthy this afternoon said her 

condition was so serious that she might be 

compelled to go to a hospital.  He declared 

emphatically that Mlle. Leneve has told the 

police nothing that might assist them in their 

efforts to convict Crippen. 

 

*Word or words illegible on original. 
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Victoria Times, August 3, 1910 

 

 

(Times Leased Wire) 

Quebec, Aug 3—That Dr. Hawley H. Crippen, the 

American dentist, has confessed fully to the 

police that he murdered his wife, Belle Elmore 

Crippen at their home at Islington, North 

London, was the intimation today of Inspector 

Dew of Scotland Yard. 

   The Detective refused to discuss the details of 

the alleged confessions. 

Gather New Evidence 

 London, Aug 3.—Scotland Yard officials and 

Arthur Newton, a barrister newly retained by 

friends of Dr. H. H. Crippen today became 

involved in a wrangle over the identity of the 

body found in the Crippen house at Islington, 

believed by the police to be that of Belle Elmore 

Crippen, wife of the doctor, who stands accused 

of her murder. 

   The police detectives declare there is no 

doubt of the identity of the body and assert 

they have gathered new evidence which makes 

their proof positive.  They refuse to reveal the 

nature of this proof, and Newton, who is a 

noted lawyer in criminology, demands either 

the proof or the release of his client. 

   Newton has been working quietly in the 

interests of Dr. Crippen and is said to have 

secured information that promises startling 

developments.  He will not discuss the case and 

will neither affirm nor deny it, which goes to 

prove that Mrs. Crippen is alive. 

Mrs. Crippen’s Disappearance. 

Tacoma, Wash., Aug. 3—“When Dr. Crippen 

told us many weeks after his wife’s sudden 

disappearance that she had died in Los Angeles, 

we just didn’t believe it, and we secured 

evidence which finally started the Scotland Yard 

detectives on the case.” 

   So said Miss Cecilia Macarthy of the Musical 

Hall Ladies’ Guild of London, who with her two 

sisters, is appearing at a local theatre this week. 

   The Ladies’ Guild of Professional Actresses is 

the organization of which Mrs. Crippen, who 

was known as Bell Elinore on the stage, was 

treasurer when she disappeared and this 

organization instigated the investigation which 

finally ended in the sensational chase and 

capture of Crippen and Miss Leneve. 

   “We knew Mrs. Crippen quite well, said Miss 

Macarthy today.  “She was the honorary 

treasurer of the guild.  Mrs. Crippen attended 

the meetings very regularly.  On the third of 

February, the committee received a note 

purporting to come from Mrs. Crippen, in which 

it was stated that she had received a cablegram 

and was compelled to leave at once for 

America, and that the guild had better elect a 

new treasurer as she would be away for a long 

while. 

   “Then Dr. Crippen told us she had died in Los 

Angeles.  We could not believe it.  In the early 

part of April, Dr. Crippen attended a dance 
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given by the Benevolent Fund, which is a male 

charity organization composed of actors, and he 

took Miss Leneve to that dance. 

   “What shocked the ladies of the guild most 

was the fact that Miss Leneve, Dr. Crippen’s 

typist, with whom he was seen quite frequently 

about town, was wearing some of the dresses 

that belonged to Mrs. Crippen. 

   “Finally, we wrote to the city officials at Los 

Angeles inquiring whether they had any record 

of a Mrs. Crippen dying there.  They wrote us 

officially that they had not.  We had previously 

asked Scotland Yard to take up the matter.  But 

they did nothing until we came up with the Los 

Angeles information.  Then they started anew.” 

To Extradite Crippen 

 London Aug. 3—Detective Mitchell sails on the 

Lake Manitoba with papers for the extradition 

of Crippen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Victoria Times, August 4, 1910 

 

 

(Times Leased Wire.) 

London, Aug. 4—Attorney Newton representing 

Dr. H. H. Crippen today won his fight with 

Scotland Yard over the production of evidence 

they alleged they found recently tending to 

establish fully the identity of the body found in 

the cellar of the Crippen house in North London 

three weeks ago. 

   …that they had found nothing new to aid in 

ascertaining the identity of the body and that 

they spread the report in the hope that Crippen 

would break down and confess. 

   “So far as I can see, no evidence exists that 

there has been a murder; therefore, I am not 

discouraged,” said Newton. 

   Sergeant Mitchell and Matroness Foster and 

Stone of the London police, left today for 

Liverpool, where they will board the steamer 

Lake Manitoba for Quebec.  Mitchell carries 

depositions of witnesses and documents 

believed to be ample in inducing the Canadian 

authorities to surrender Crippen and Mlle. 

Leneve. 
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Dew Statement 

Quebec, Aug. 4—Inspector Dew of Scotland 

Yard, today virtually admitted that Dr. H. H. 

Crippen had made a definite statement to him 

regarding the disappearance and death of his 

wife, Belle Elmore Crippen. 

   Dew, who is awaiting the arrival of police 

officers and matrons to assist him in safely 

conducting Crippen and Ethel Claire Leneve 

back to England, is on his way to Niagara Falls 

today.  Before leaving he said; 

   “We are not seeking to compel Crippen to 

confess.  We are not anxious to secure a 

confession, because he has said that he is not 

guilty of murder.  We believe, however, that we 

can secure a satisfactory statement from 

Crippen.  The English law, however, forbids the 

publishing a prisoner’s confession. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Victoria Times, August 20, 1910 

 

 

(Times Leased Wire) 

Quebec, Aug. 20—The liner Megantic, carrying 

Dr. H. H. Crippen, Ethel Leneve and Inspector 

Dew of Scotland Yard and his force, is headed 

today for England.  The prisoners, returning to 

London to face trial in connection with the 

death of Belle Elmore Crippen, wife of Dr. 

Crippen, where taken from their prison at 8:10 

a.m. and rushed to Sillery, where they were put 

aboard the Megantic.  The line left Montreal at 

4 o’clock yesterday afternoon and awaited the 

prisoners at Sillery. 

   Miss Leneve, on her arrival in England will be 

imprisoned in Holloway jail.  She will be greeted 

in England by her relatives, who will be allowed 

to see her a short time.  Miss Leneve wears a 

new wig, which gives her great satisfaction, 

taking away her boyish appearance. 

   Thanking his jailers of the past weeks for their 

treatment of him and heartily shaking hands 

with them, Dr. Crippen left the Quebec prison.  

In bidding them goodbye he asked the officials 

to write him and promised to do likewise to 

them. 

   Inspector Dew chose the Megantic as the 

steamer on which he was less likely to 
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encounter newspapermen.  His plans were 

upset by the discovery on boarding the vessel 

that there was a battalion of the Queen’s Own 

Rifles from Toronto, accompanied by a dozen 

reporters. 

 

 

Victoria Times, August 26, 1910 

 

 

 

London, Aug. 26—The dramatic features 

expected in the trial of Dr. H. H. Crippen will be 

lacking, according to Solicitor Arthur Newton, of 

the defence.  It is probable that the fight will be 

almost wholly over legal technicalities, and that 

emotional appeals to the jury will not figure at 

all in the case. 

   From Newton’s standpoint, the affair summed 

up appears substantially as follows: Fragments 

of a human body were dug up in the cellar of 

the house Dr. Crippen occupied in Hilldrop 

Crescent.  The police said the bricks under 

which these fragments were found had recently 

been disturbed, but expert evidence will be 

introduced to the effect that it is impossible for 

anyone to determine this point, assuming that 

the bricks had been untouched for as much as a 

month. 

   Dr. Pepper, the government analysis, has 

stated that he has identified the remains as 

those of a woman, but Dr. Marshall, who 

conducted the post mortem, testified before 

the coroner’s inquest that he could not swear as 

to the question of sex.  At any rate it seems 

certain that the prosecution will fail to make 

good its claim that he fragments are those of a 

woman who once underwent an operation, the 

overwhelming weight of medical evidence being 

that it is a sheer impossibility to find such traces 

in remains in the condition of those discovered 

in the Hilldrop Crescent residence. 

   The police expect to make much of the fact 

that Crippen is known to have pawned jewelry 

after his wife’s disappearance which is known 

originally to have belonged to her. 

   The defence will show, however, that he was 

for years continually pawning and redeeming 

these jewelry. 

   Again, was Crippen’s flight particularly 

significant?  The defence will point out that it 

was perfectly natural for the doctor in view of 

his wife’s admittedly mysterious disappearance, 

to feel that suspicion was likely to fall upon him 

and that it was by no means surprising for him 

to shrink from a police inquiry.  To a man of his 

peculiar existence and nomadic habits, it will be 

urged that flight was a matter of no great 

moment, especially in view of the fact that his 

business was as good in one place as another. 

 

Victoria Times, Sept. 6, 1910 
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London, Sept 6.—Dr. Hawley H. Crippen’s 

hearing on a charge of having murdered his 

wife, who was Belle Elmore, an American 

vaudeville actress, was begun today in the Bow 

street court.  Miss Ethel Leneve, Crippen’s 

stenographer, also appeared before the bench, 

charged with being an accessory and with 

harboring a fugitive.  None but accredited news 

gatherers were permitted in the court room. 

   The hearing of the couple today marks the 

beginning of the end of one of the most 

sensational cases that has occupied the 

attention of Scotland Yard in recent years.  

Following the discover last July in the basement 

of Crippen’s London home of a body believed to 

be that of his wife, Scotland Yard occupied itself 

in a search for Crippen and for Miss Leneve. 

   During the hearing today, hundreds crowded 

about the doors of the chamber seeking 

admittance.  The guards, however, refused to 

admit anyone not bearing satisfactory 

credentials. 

   Travers Humphrey, representing the crown, 

opened the case and was followed by Arthur 

Newton, representing Crippen and J. H. 

Welfare, counsel for Miss Leneve.  Crippen sat 

during the proceedings.  He evinced no unusual 

interest when the case was called but listened 

attentively when the charges against Miss 

Leneve were read. 

   The evidence against Dr. Crippen was almost 

identical with that produced at his preliminary 

hearing on Aug. 29.  Following its formal 

recitation the case against Miss Leneve was 

called. 

   Welfare, representing the young 

stenographer, petitioned that his client be 

admitted to bail.  The court denied the request. 

   The hearing then was adjourned until next 

Thursday. 

(Concluded on page 2) 

 

 

Victoria Times, Sept. 7, 1910 

 

 
 

London, Sept. 14—In the dingy Bow street 

police court today Dr. Pepper, government 

analyst, under the searching cross examination 

of Attorney Arthur Newton, repudiated his 

former testimony in the Crippen case, declaring 

that it was impossible for him to determine the 

sex of the lime eaten body found in the 

basement of the house occupied by the 

Crippens in North London. 
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   Dr. Pepper said that the only way to 

determine the question of sex was by an 

anatomical investigation, and that with the 

mutilated parts of the body discovered no 

genuine determination of the question could be 

reached in that way. 

   He believed, however, he admitted that when 

he first saw the portions of the body that the 

remains were those of some animal.  It requires 

close examination, he said, to determine that 

they were parts of a human body.  That there 

could be no mistake after the examination was 

once made, he declared positively. 

   “I quickly saw my error,” said Dr. Pepper, 

referring to the admission that he had at first 

believed the body to be that of an animal.  

“There is no question that the body is that of a 

human being.  There could be no mistake about 

that.  I believe that the remains are those of a 

woman, probably of a middle aged woman of 

rather large proportions.  This is indicated, and I 

may say almost established beyond doubt by 

the fact of the operation of hyoscin poisoning.” 

   Dr. Pepper said that the day after the body 

was found, July 15th, he and Dr. Marshall, one of 

the experts for the crown, performed a post-

mortem examination, eliminating all doubt in 

regard to the body being that of a human being. 

   Then Attorney Newton began his cross 

examination.  Dr. Pepper made damaging 

admissions, leaving the identity of the body 

dependent on strands of hair found in curlers 

near the place where the remains were 

discovered, and on another lock of hair found in 

a handkerchief.  Dr. Pepper admitted that the 

hair found in the curlers was dark, while that in 

the handkerchief was of a light color. 

   Dr. Pepper previously had maintained that 

identity was established beyond doubt. 

   Admissions made later in the morning when 

the crown’s expert, Dr. Marshall took the stand, 

left the identity of the body still in doubt.  

Identification, according to Marshall’s 

statement on the stand, would depend on the 

evidence cited by Dr. Pepper.  It is believed that 

unless some more convincing evidence is 

discovered the case against Dr. Crippen will 

collapse. 

   Mlle. Ethel Claire Leneve, who sat with Dr. 

Crippen in the prisoner’s dock, was elated at the 

result of the cross examination.  Suddenly she 

fell forward across the railing that formed the 

front of the dock.  She is on the verge of a 

nervous breakdown, the physicians who 

attended her today say, as a result of the strain 

of the trial.  A recess was necessarily made by 

her collapse. 

   Dr. Crippen was also highly elated when the 

questions of the attorney for the defence 

showed the case of the crown was weakening.  

Even the collapse of his companion could not 

entirely undermine the good spirits evident at 

the change in the trend of the testimony. 

   Dr. Pepper during his examination today said 

the scar on the body which the crown 

depended on to help identify the body found in 

the Crippen cellar was an old one, and he 

believed it had resulted from a surgical 

operation. 

   Pepper said the body evidently had been 

buried between four and eight months when it 

was discovered. 

   Attorney Newton asked him if he had not 

secured the facts from Inspector Dew before 
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making the examination and then endeavored 

to make the examination fit the inspector’s 

theory.  Pepper denied that this was the case. 

   The case is appealing to the playwrights.  Sir 

John Hare, Sir William Gilbert and H. B. Irving 

attended the hearing today and took copious 

notes. 

   As soon as Dr. Pepper had concluded his 

testimony, adjournment was taken until Friday. 

 

Victoria Times, Sept. 8, 1910 

 

 

London, Sept. 8—Dr. Hawley H. Crippen, the 

American dentist, accused of the murder of his 

wife, Belle Elmore Crippen, was plainly agitated 

today when the hearing of his case was 

resumed in the Bow street police court. 

   Evidently the announcement that chemists for 

the crown had discovered evidence of hyoscin 

in the mutilated body dug from the cellar of the 

Crippens’ North London home and which is 

alleged by the government to have been the 

body of Mrs. Crippen,  has caused the doctor 

much anxiety.  He was startled Tuesday by the 

announcement that traces of the drug  had 

been found and today he was worn and 

haggard looking when the hearing was 

resumed. 

   He conversed with Miss Leneve while the trail 

was in progress today speaking of the discovery 

to her.  The girl shows signs of the strain of the 

trial, her answers were short and she seemed to 

pay little attention to the whispered utterances 

of the accused man. 

   Unless the crown should fail to substantiate 

the evidence of the finding of the poison, or the 

defence is able to disprove it through its own 

experts, it is believed that a staggering blow will 

be dealt Crippen’s case.  His attorney’s showed 

signs of the gravity with which they regarded 

the case by the careful attention paid today 

when Harold Kirby, chemist’s clerk, testified 

that Crippen, on January 19, purchased five 

grains of hyoscin.  He admitted that the doctor 

had frequently come to him for the drug, saying 

it was a very useful sedative. 

   The court officers today made no effort to 

prevent Crippen talking to his former typist.  

The crown, it is intimated, has given up all hope 

of inducing the girl to testify against him. 

   That Miss Leneve was seen wearing jewelry 

and clothing which belonged to Mrs. Crippen, 

after the latter’s disappearance, was the 

testimony given by Mrs. Smithson, of Brixton, 

who was an acquaintance of both women.  

About the same time, she testified, Crippen told 

her his wife had died while enroute to America. 
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   A Mrs. Harrison, of Brixton, testified that she 

had seen Miss Leneve wearing clothing 

belonging to Mrs. Crippen.  The attorney for the 

crown endeavored to substantiate by her the 

testimony given my Mrs. Smithson. 

   After Mrs. Harrison had been dismissed, 

Inspector Dew took the stand.  On June 30, he 

testified, he met Miss Leneve leaving the 

Crippen home.  When he stopped her she 

appeared agitated, and in answer to a question 

regarding her identity declared she was 

Crippen’s housekeeper.  Late she told him her 

true name. 

   Crippen’s relations with his wife were strained 

at the time of her disappearance, according to 

Dew.  “On the night of January 31,” he said, 

“Crippen and his wife had one of their 

periodical quarrels.  Mrs. Crippen threatened to 

leave him the next day.  My authority for these 

statements is Crippen himself.  After this 

quarrel Mrs. Crippen was not seen again.  

Crippen told me his wife threatened to go with 

a man who could ‘keep her in better style.’  

After she disappeared I asked him if he knew 

her whereabouts.  He said he did not but 

confessed that he had spread the story of her 

death to hide any scandal that might follow her 

disappearance.” 

   Dew then read a statement he had secured 

from Miss Leneve.  The girl had said that 

Crippen told her his wife had gone to America 

and requested her to live at the Crippen home 

during her absence.  Later, the statement read, 

Crippen told her his wife had died en route to 

America. 

   The hearing was then adjourned until next 

Wednesday. 

   A mild sensation was created by the entrance 

into the court, shortly after the hearing was 

begun, of a group of titled women.  They 

apparently had tried to take the places reserved 

for them without their identity becoming 

known, but when they entered the room there 

was a general craning of necks and an excited 

buzz of whispering. 

   Sir William Gilbert, the British dramatist and 

composer, appeared before the hearing was 

begun.  He was seated beside the presiding 

magistrate. 

 

 

Victoria Times, Sept. 15, 1910 

 

 

London, Sept. 15—The case of the crown 

against Dr. H. H. Crippen, the American dentist 

charged with the murder of his wife, who was 

Belle Elmore, has utterly collapsed, according to 
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Arthur Newton, the barrister who is defending 

the American. 

   In a statement to the United Press today, 

Newton ridiculed the attempts of the 

prosecution to establish a case against Crippen.  

He predicted that unless evidence of a more 

substantial character is introduced his client will 

not even be bound over. 

   “So far the prosecution has failed miserably 

even to show why Dr. Crippen should be before 

a court,” he said today.  “No evidence worthy of 

the name has been presented.  The attorneys 

for the crown have failed to establish a single 

fact in connection with the alleged murder.  

There is nothing but failure for the prosecution 

and freedom and vindication for my client.” 

   Crippen today appeared confident of his 

acquittal.  He was cheerful and appeared 

anxious for the time to arrive when he would 

again go to Bow street police court.  His 

companion on his flight to Canada on the liner 

Montrose, Ethel Claire Leneve, is breaking down 

under the strain of the hearings.  She is wan and 

pale and is almost constantly under the care of 

a wardress. 

 

 

Victoria Times, Sept. 19, 1910 

 

   London, Sept. 19—The inquest into the death 

of the person whose body was found in the 

basement of the home of Dr. Hawley H. 

Crippen, and which the police believe is that of 

Belle Elmore Crippen, actress and wife of the 

American dentist, was resuming to day.  

Inspector Dew, of Scotland Yard, who was first 

called into the case and who trailed Crippen and 

his typist, Ethel Clare Leneve, to Montreal, was 

a witness today. 

   Mrs. Eugene Stratton, an intimate friend of 

Mrs. Crippen, was one of the first witnesses.  

She testified that Mrs. Crippen had once 

undergone an operation which produced a scar 

similar to the found on the body discovered in 

the Islington house. 

   Inspector Dew was the next witness.  The 

inspector, as terse and mysterious as ever, 

practically repeated the testimony given in the 

Bow street police court.  He said that he had 

been called into the case early and heard Dr. 

Crippen’s story.  He did not believe the story, he 

said, but added that at that time he had no 

suspicion Mrs. Crippen had been murdered.  

Later, he said, after Dr. Crippen had 

disappeared he became convinced that Mrs. 

Crippen had been murdered, and that the body 

found in the Crippen home was that of the 

former actress. 

   That Ethel Clare Leneve was waiting for a 

chance to step into the place held by Mrs. 

Crippen was the testimony of Mrs. Emily 

Jackson, who lived near the Crippens. 

   “Before Belle disappeared,” Mrs. Jackson 

testified, “Mille. Leneve told me that she and 
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the doctor were only waiting for Mrs. Crippen 

to fulfill her threat to leave the doctor so he 

could get a divorce.” 

   Mrs. Jackson said the typist had told her 

repeatedly that she and the doctor intended to 

marry if he could secure a divorce from his 

actress wife. 

   “I visited Mlle. Leneve occasionally before the 

disappearance of Mrs. Crippen,” the witness 

continued.  “On these visits I found here tearful 

and depressed.  She said she realized the 

embarrassing position she was in whenever she 

saw the Crippens.  They quarrelled frequently,” 

she said, “and she declared she was afraid she 

caused trouble.” 

   Mrs. Jackson testified that the typist told her 

Mrs. Crippen had threatened to leave her 

husband for another man.  The witness testified 

that she had not asked Mlle. Leneve to give her 

the name of the man with whom Mrs. Crippen 

threatened to flee.  She testified further that 

she visited the Crippen home two months after 

Mrs. Crippen had disappeared and that the 

house smelled musty. 

 

Victoria Times, 

Sept. 20, 1910 

 

London, Sept. 20—

Interest in the trial of 

Dr. Hawley H. Crippen 

and his typist, Ethel Clare Leneve, was not 

allowed to drag today, although the inquest was 

adjourned for a week at the close of yesterday’s 

session.  The scene shifted to the warerooms of 

a South Side furniture dealer, where the 

Crippen belongings and furnishings that had 

once adorned the house where Belle Elmore, 

Crippen’s wife, supposed to have been 

murdered, were disposed of under the 

auctioneer’s hammer. 

   Most of the South Side, it appeared, and many 

others, ere there, and all eagerly bid for bits of 

bric-a-brack, pieces of furniture, in fact anything 

that was offered, untill some of the articles 

brought fabulous amounts. 

   The auction rooms were the scene of a wild 

scramble when the opening of the sale was 

announced.  Women and even men scrambled 

and fought for advantageous positions.  Trifles 

of absolutely no value brought as high as $5 

each.  Not an article was left when the sale was 

concluded. 

 

 

Victoria Times, Sept. 21, 1910 

 

 

   London, Sept. 21—An 

enraged crowd 

surrounded Ethel Clare 

Leneve, Dr. Hawley H. 

Crippen’s typist, today as 

she was being taken to the Bow street police 

court, but was held in check by the police. 

   Mlle. Leneve is completely unnerved as the 

result of the hostile demonstration.  She 

remained calm in the face of the crowd but as 

soon as it had been dispersed she became 
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hysterical and it was necessary to summon a 

physician to quiet her. 

   A hundred or more persons followed the girl 

and her police escort when the trip to the police 

court was begun.  Soon several hundred had 

surrounded her and prevented her progress.  

The police formed a cordon and forced their 

way through the crown.  The onlookers hooted 

and hissed and made threats against the girl.  

Crippen’s trip to the court room was marked by 

no demonstration. 

   The building in which the hearing is being 

conducted has been put under strong guard. 

   The demonstration against Mlle. Leneve is 

believed to have resulted from the testimony of 

Mrs. Jackson at the inquest Monday. 

Committed for Trial 

   Dr. Hawley H. Crippen and Mlle. Ethel Clare 

Leneve were today bound over to the Central 

criminal court to be tried for the murder of 

Belle Elmore Crippen.  Their case is set for the 

October term.  Attorney Arthur Newton, for the 

defendants, offered no defence and at the end 

of the crown’s side of the hearing in the Bow 

street police court, explained that he preferred 

to reserve his testimony until the trial begins. 

   W. M. Long, an attaché of Dr. Crippen’s office, 

was the first witness called when the hearing 

was resumed today.  Long testified that he had 

been sent by Dr. Crippen to buy the suit of boy’s 

clothes which Mlle. Leneve wore when she fled 

with Crippen to America.  He identified the suit 

which the girl wore when she was arrested as 

the one he had bought. 

   “Crippen appeared worried when he reached 

the office on the morning of July9,” said Long in 

answering questions of Travers Humphreys, 

attorney for the crown.  “He explained to me 

that he was worrying about some sort of 

scandal in which he was involved, but he did not 

go into details. 

   “He told me to go and buy a suit of boy’s 

clothes and bring them to him.  He told me the 

size and explained about what kind of a suit he 

wanted but did not let me know what he 

wanted it for. 

   “Crippen contemplated flight before the 

indictments were returned against him and 

Mlle. Leneve. 

   “Two days after his flight I received a letter 

from Crippen telling me to wind up the affairs of 

the office and take charge of his business 

affairs.” 

   Miss Curnow, who succeeded Crippen as 

manger of his patent medicine business, was a 

witness.  She testified that she had never 

known Crippen to use hyoscin   (FWS note: 

Scopolamine). 

   “The only medicines I knew him to use he got 

from our house,” Miss Curnow said.  “He also 

used a preparation of his own.  I am not positive 

just what drugs it contained.” 

   Miss Curnow stated that Crippen had warned 

her to answer no questions regarding his 

absence. 

   Inspector Dew was called to the stand and he 

repeated what Crippen had told him of the 

case, both before and after his arrest. 

   Both Crippen and Mlle. Leneve were visibly 

affected when the court held that they must be 

tried for murder.  Both turned pale and were 
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nervous and worried during the conclusion of 

the police court proceedings. 

   When they were taken from the building and 

back to their cells, both were depressed and 

Mlle. Leneve showing signs of positive collapse. 

   “I am not expressing any opinion on the 

evidence that has been submitted, particularly 

with reference to Mlle. Leneve,” said Magistrate 

De Reutzen, but I think sufficient facts have 

been adduced to warrant the committal for 

trial.” 

   Attorney Newton explained at the close of the 

hearing that his failure to produce any 

witnesses for the defence should not be 

construed as an admission of weakness.  He 

said that the defence had its case well in hand 

and that it was ready to go to trial, but he 

believed it was evident that the magistrate 

intended to hold the couple for trial and that it 

would be unwise to produce the line of defence 

that will be presented when the final hearing 

comes up. 

   The next step in the proceedings will be the 

indictment of Crippen for murder and Leneve as 

an accessory.  This will be a purely formal 

matter. 

Victoria Times, Oct. 12, 1910 

 

 

London, Oct. 11—The October sessions of the 

central criminal court opened yesterday 

morning.  In charging the grand jury, Recorder 

Sir F. Fulton, said that there were 95 persons to 

be tried at the sessions and amongst the cases 

to be disposed of was the charge of murder 

against Crippen, who was described as a 

dentist, and Miss Leneve, his typist, who was 

indicted for being an accessory after the fact, 

which remarked the recorder, was one who, 

knowing a felony to have been committed, 

received, relieved, comforted or assisted the 

felon.  It was necessary, therefore, in Miss 

Leneve’s case, that those who brought the 

charge against her should establish the fact that 

she knew that Crippen had committed murder. 

   “Your duty happily is not to try the case,” he 

said, “but merely to see whether the evidence is 

such as to justify you in returning a true bill 

against either or both.” 

   His Lordship proceeded to deal in detail with 

the evidence given at the police court.  From 

this, he said, it was apparent the Mrs. Crippen 

was seen in excellent health and spirits in 

January last.  Soon after then she disappeared.  

In consequence of rumors and suspicions as to 

the cause of her disappearance, Crippen wrote 

to Dr. Burroughs, a friend of his and Mrs. 

Crippen, that she had died in California and that 

the cable announcing her death had come as a 

great shock to him. Crippen told practically the 

same story to Mrs. Martinetti, a friend of Mrs. 

Crippen, that his wife had taken pneumonia on 

the boat going to America and had died at Los 

Angeles.  Before Mrs. Crippen disappeared she 

had a conversation one day with Mrs. 

Martinetti and showed her a scar which was left 

as the result of an operation.  That, the recorder 

remarked, would be a piece of evidence of great 

importance in this case, for according to 

evidence of doctors there was a similar scar on 

the body found at Hillsdrop Crescent.  In 

consequence of a communication made to the 

police, Inspector Dew saw Crippen at Albion 

house when he made a long statement which 
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contradicted the versions of his wife’s death 

which he had already given.  Crippen stated that 

he had made an untrue statement of his wife’s 

death to avoid public scandal.  When Miss 

Leneve was seen by the police she said Crippen 

had told her that his wife had gone to America 

and later that she had died out there. 

   Miss Leneve’s statement, continued the 

recorder, appears to be a uniform one that she 

was acting as Crippen’s mistress without having 

the slightest idea that murder had been 

committed or that Mrs. Crippen had not died as 

Crippen had said.  His Lordship pointed to the 

discovery of a body and commented on the fact 

that a scar was discovered similar to that shown 

by Mrs. Crippen to Mrs. Martinetti sometime 

previously.  It was evidence, too, that Dr. 

Willcox, government analysis, had found in the 

body supposed to be that of Mrs. Crippen, 

traces of hyoscine, and the importance of that 

was that an assistant at Messrs. Lewis, Durros, 

Chemists, had stated that Crippen had 

purchased on January 9th five grains of hyoscine 

from their shop. 

   “So far as Crippen is concerned,” he 

continued, “by evidence I have briefly indicated 

to you, there is abundance of evidence to justify 

you in finding a true bill against him for the 

murder of his wife; whatever may be the 

ultimate decision of the jury on the question of 

the identity of those remains, there is certainly 

evidence to justify you in saying that the case 

requires the fullest investigation. 

The case of Miss Leneve is on an entirely 

different footing, what she is charged with is 

being an accessory after the fact.  It is necessary 

for the prosecution to satisfy the jury that she 

relieved, comforted and assisted Crippen and 

that she knew he had committed this murder.  

Certainly there does not seem to be anything in 

the statement made by her on July 8 in which 

she seems to indicate that she had any 

knowledge at all that Crippen had committed 

murder.  It will depend very much upon her 

demeanor but it appears to have been a 

rational statement.” 

   Referring to the evidence of Emily Jackson, 

Leneve’s landlady, the recorder said that 

apparently the prosecution placed importance 

on it as giving color to the suggestion that 

Leneve knew of the murder, but assuming the 

landlady’s statements that Miss Leneve on one 

occasion was greatly agitated were true.  It did 

not appear to him to bear out the view that the 

accused knew of the murder. 

   “The question before you,” continued the 

recorder, “is as follows: Is there in this case 

presented before you evidence to justify you in 

saying that there is reasonable ground for 

believing that the jury wild convict her for being 

an accessory after the fact, if it be found that 

murder has been committed?  The prosecution 

has got to establish that fact.  This case was 

investigated at great length by an experienced 

magistrate who had considered it his duty to 

commit the girl for trial.  I don’t consider it 

necessary to anticipate what decision the 

learned Chief Justice who will try the case will 

be upon the question to be submitted to him, 

nor what the opinion of the jury will be in the 

case left to him, but having regard to all the 

circumstances of the case I think you ought to 

find a true bill against her.  It is more 

satisfactory that you should take that course.  

Take it with the very great consciousness that 

every consideration will be given her case.  She 

will have very opportunity, if she desires to avail 
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herself of it, of giving any further information 

she may wish in the course of the trial. 

   The recorder then alluded to the other cases 

on the calendar. 

   Crippen will be represented at his trial by 

three lawyers, the best known of whom are 

Alfred Aspinwall Tobin, Unionist member of 

parliament for Preston, and Huntly Eugene 

Jenkins.  Of the two who will look after the 

interests of Miss Leneve, Frederick Edwin Smith 

is a leading Conservative member of parliament 

for Walton division of Liverpool. 

 

 

 

 

Victoria Times, Oct. 12, 1910 
(Times Leased Wire) 

London, Oct. 12—The grand jury today returned 

true bills against Dr. Crippen on a charge of 

murder and against Miss Ethel Claire Leneve, his 

typist and companion in the doctor’s flight to 

Canada, following the discovery of the body of 

Mrs. Belle Elmore Crippen, as an accessory after 

the fact on the ground that she had guilty 

knowledge of the alleged crime. 

   Everything is in readiness today for the trial of 

Crippen and Miss Leneve on Monday, as far as 

the case for the crown is concerned.  It is 

thought possible that the defendant’s attorneys 

will seek a further delay but it is likely that the 

case will go to trial without delay. 

 

Victoria Times, October 18, 1910 

 

London, Oct. 18—Every seat in the chief court 

at Old Bailey was filled this morning when the 

chief justice took his seat on the bench.  The 

court was filled with officials and barristers, 

while numerous pressmen crowded the limited 

space in the press gallery and overflowed 

behind the dock.  But few of the general public 

had seats.  The only man in court who had 

elbow room was Dr. Crippen himself in the 

spacious dock.  Crown counsels were R.H. Muir, 

Francis Humphrey and Ingleby Oddie, while the 

defendant was represented by Messrs. Tobin 

Huntley, Jenkins and H.D. Roome. 

   When the chief justice was seated, Crippen 

was summoned and stepped briskly in front of 

the dock when the charge was read.  Crippen 

answered quietly but firmly “Not guilty, My 

Lord.” 

   The jury was then sworn in an operation 

which Crippen watched closely as he stood with 

clasped hands leaning in front of the dock. 

   Mr. Muir’s opening address to the jury was a 

calm and unimpassioned recital of the facts, 

devoid of all oratorical and rhetorical effects but 

none the less clear and easily followed. 

   Without any preface Mr. Muir referred to 

Crippen’s age and business of a quasi-medical 

kind.  Crippen’s wife was a music-hall artist fond 

of dress and gayety, but three years before last 

January Crippen had not cohabited with her.  

During that time he was carrying on an intrigue 

with a girl in his employ.  The 31st of January 

became a critical date, as he was pressed for 

money and his affections were fixed on Miss 

Leneve with whom he desired to establish 
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closer union. The presence of his wife was one 

physical obstacle, his lack of means another 

obstacle, and the death of Belle Elmore would 

remove both obstacles, for her property would 

be available. 

   Mr. Muir, referring to the dinner party at 

Hilldrop Crescent and the visit of Martinetti’s 

said the evidence of the latter was available to 

prove that Crippen and his wife were then on 

the best of terms. The moment these guests 

departed, Mrs. Crippen passed out of the ken of 

the world, and her friends from that day to this.  

Crippen acted as if she would never return and 

pawned her jewelry. 

   To account for the disappearance of his wife, 

Crippen started a campaign of lies, continued 

Mr. Muir.  Belle Elmore’s friends were 

dissatisfied and consulted the police. 

   Counsel then touched upon the story Crippen 

told Dew and of the flight of Crippen and 

Leneve. 

   Continuing, he said that the remains brought 

to light at Hilldrop Crescent had been shown to 

be those of the missing woman. Who but 

Crippen had an opportunity to put them there.  

Crippen’s skill had been exercised in mutilating 

the body. 

   Counsel passed rapidly over Dew’s chase and 

the answer of Crippen and the latter’s 

explanation for the flight that the anxiety had 

been too much, and the statement that Leneve 

knew nothing. 

   Mr. Muir then dealt with the prosecution’s 

theory of the poisoning of Belle Elmore by 

hyoscine, and emphasized the purchase some 

months before of five grains by Crippen. 

   Concluding, Mr. Muir asked the jury to keep in 

mind these questions.  It would enable them to 

come to a true verdict of what became of Belle 

Elmore and whose remains those were in that 

cellar.  If they were Elmore’s, then what 

explanation was there of their being found in 

that place, mutilated as they were? 

   Mr. Muir spoke for two hours, and none 

seemed more interested in the recital than 

Crippen himself. 

   The first witness called was Crippen’s 

landlord, who stated Crippen had been a tenant 

for five years.  The reason of leaving was owing 

to the death of his wife. 

   Dr. Burroughes said Crippen showed great 

grief.  Cross-examined, witness said Crippen 

was exceedingly kind-hearted towards his wife 

and solicitous for her comfort. 

 

Victoria Times, October 19, 1910 

  

(Special to the Times.) 

London.  Oct. 19.—At the resumption of the 

Crippen trial today Crippen stepped as lightly 

into the dock and as smartly groomed as 

yesterday. 

   Inspector Dew was the first witness and 

repeated the already twice told story of how 

friends of Belle Elmore consulted him, his 

interview with Crippen and the latter’s 

courteous reception of him, showing him all 

over the house.  On his second visit, finding 

bricks in the floor of the coal cellar somewhat 

loose, he pried them up, removing the clay with 
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a spade and a few inches down found human 

remains. 

   Dew briefly told of Crippen’s flight, his case 

across the ocean and of confronting Crippen on 

the Montrose. “I am not sorry,” said Crippen 

then, “the anxiety has been too much.” 

   Dew repeated his statement about the finding 

of jewelry and Crippen’s statement that Miss 

Leneve knew nothing about it, saying she had 

been his only comfort those last three years. 

   Mr. Tobin subjected Dew to a lengthy and 

searching cross examination. 

   “Did Crippen seem at all anxious or worried 

when showing you the cellar?” he asked. “He 

was perfectly cool, showing no alarm or fright.” 

   Mr. Tobin put a series of questions with the 

object of getting from Dew a statement that the 

floor of the cellar had apparently been 

undisturbed for years. 

   While Dew was being questioned, a juryman 

fainted, his collapse being preceded by alarming 

guttural sounds.  Proceedings were at once 

suspended and Dr. Wilcox, home office expert, 

attended him, taking at once out of the court.  

The judge then asked Dr. Wilcox to confer with 

him.  Crippen seemed keenly interested in all 

this and asked the warden what was going to 

happen. At the warden’s brusque reply, Crippen 

smiled amusedly. 

   One of the doctors who examined the 

juryman informed the judge that he had fainted 

from a fit the result of indigestion but though 

he would be all right in an hour.  Proceedings 

were accordingly adjourned. 

   The juryman having entirely recovered the 

trial was resumed. 

   Dew, answering a question by Mr. Tobin, said 

he believed Crippen had left no debts behind 

when he fled. 

     Mr. Muir, re-examining Dew, asked what 

Crippen’s demeanor during the voyage from 

Canada. 

   “Perfectly collected and cool,” said Dew.  “He 

did not appear at all disquieted, his manner 

being exactly as when I saw him first in July.” 

   After several minor witnesses had been heard 

Professor Pepper was called.  He said the 

remains were human, those of a stout adult.  

Dissection had been done by someone skilled in 

dissection.  The remains had been buried four 

to eight months.  It was quite impossible that 

they had been buried as far back as 1905.  He 

had found hair, eight inches in length, being the 

hair of a female.  It was dark brown at the root 

and lighter brown for the most part. 

   During Professor Pepper’s recital of the 

gruesome details Crippen listened attentively, 

gazing intently through his convex gold rimmed 

spectacles at the human exhibits preserved in 

jars. 

   Continuing, Professor Pepper said that there 

was no evidence of disease in the organs.  On a 

piece of the abdominal wall was a scar and he 

had not the slightest doubt that it was the scar 

of wound. 

   Cross examined by Mr. Tobin: “Taking the 

remains by themselves and apart from hair and 

other things, it is impossible to tell sex?” “Yes” 
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   In reply to another question Professor Pepper 

said that it was not necessary for a person to be 

skilled in dissection to mutilate the remains in 

the manner shown.  He could not fix the date of 

death certainly. 

   By Mr. Tobin: “Had you heard Mrs. Crippen 

had undergone an operation before you formed 

the opinion that the mark on the flesh was an 

operation scar?” “Yes.” 

 

 

Victoria Times, October 20, 1910 
(Special to the Times) 

London.  Oct. 20—When Crippen stepped into 

the dock this morning he was noticeably paler 

and a suspicion of irony was discernible on his 

features which until now had been inscrutable. 

   Quite half of the public in court were ladies, 

who seemed fascinated with the gruesome 

details concerning the ghastly remains. 

   Dr. Spalesbury, pathologist of St. Mary’s 

hospital, was of the opinion that the mark on 

the skin was the result of an operation and not 

as the defence allege, a mark resulting from the 

folding of the skin after death. 

   Dr. Marshall, surgeon, said he agreed with Dr. 

Pepper’s evidence that the mark was the scar of 

a wound and also though dissection must have 

been done by someone possessing considerable 

anatomical knowledge. 

   After several minor witnesses had linked up 

the main chain of evidence, Dr. Wilcox, home 

office analyst, answering Mr. Oddie, junior 

counsel for the crown, said that the remnant of 

pyjamas buried was identical with other 

pyjamas found in Crippen’s boxes.  He also 

declared the mark on the skin was due to a 

surgical operation. 

   Relating his examination for mineral essences, 

Dr. Wilcox said he had found traces of arsenic 

and carbolic acid. These, however, were the 

results of disinfectants used and their presence 

had no significance.  He found in the stomach 

one thirtieth of a grain of hyoscine, in kidney 

one fortieth, in the intestines one seventh, in 

the liver on twelfth and also a trace in the lungs. 

   Answering Mr. Oddie, Dr. Wilcox said hyoscine 

was a gummy, syrupy substance.  In the organs 

examined there was two fifths of a grain and he 

though in the whole of the body half a grain. 

   “Is that a fatal dose?” “Yes.” 

   “What is a fatal dose?” “From a quarter to half 

a grain.” 

   “What is hyoscine?” “A powerful narcotic 

poison.  It is not a common drug.  Its effect 

produces little delirium or excitement, the 

pupils of the eyes become paralyzed and the 

mouth and throat dry.  Then the patient 

becomes drowsy and unconscious and remains 

practically paralyzed.  Death would result 

without recovery in something under 12 hours.” 

   By the chief justice: “Assuming the dose in this 

case was half a grain, how long would the 

drowsy state last?” “Under an hour.” 

   Answering a question by Mr. Oddie, Wilcox 

said hyoscine was given internally nearly always 

by means of a hypodermic injection, under the 

skin.  It was used as a powerful sedative in cases 

of delirium or inflammation of the brain and 

delirium tremens, sometimes combined with 
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morphia.  It was always prepared in tablet form.  

It was not used as a homeopathic remedy in 

England and America. It had rather a salty taste, 

but might be given unnoticed in something of a 

pronounced flavor like stout, beer, tea, coffee 

or spirits. 

   “What, in your opinion, was the cause of 

death?” said Mr. Oddie.  “Poisoning by 

hyoscine,” answered Dr. Wilcox. 

   The cross examination of Dr. Wilcox was very 

technical and almost exclusively referred to the 

methods of analysis and process by which he 

arrived at conclusions. 

   A clerk from a chemist’s shop said that 

Crippen had ordered five grains of hyoscine, 

saying it was for homeopathic purposes.  He did 

not have five grains in stock, so got it from a 

wholesale house.  The clerk had previously 

supplied Crippen with cocaine and mercury.  

Crippen showed no hesitation when he signed 

the poison book.  At the conclusion of the 

clerk’s evidence Crippen signaled Mr. Tobin and 

leaning over the front of the dock had a lengthy 

conversation. 

   Mrs. Harrison, a friend of Belle Elmore’s, 

identified the hair as resembling Mrs. Crippen’s, 

also an undervest as being like that worn by 

Mrs. Crippen. 

   Cross-examined, she described Crippen as 

kind and amiable.  She knew where the articles 

came from.  She was asked to identify them. 

   This closed the case for the prosecution. 

   Mr. Tobin’s opening words to the jury were 

that Crippen would go into the witness box as 

soon as he sat down.  Following Crippen there 

would be eminent doctors who would express 

the opinion that the remains might have been 

buried in the ground before the disappearance 

of Mrs. Crippen, also that the supposed 

hyoscine was an animal alkaloid. Mr. Tobin 

indicated that he would criticise the evidence of 

the prosecution at length and would speak 

quite briefly at the close of the case. 

   Mr. Tobin first referred to the publicity given 

the case by the press and urged the jury to 

exclude from their minds all influences and all 

those prejudicial paragraphs. The outstanding 

feature was that Crippen’s reputation among 

social friends and professional associates was 

amiable, kind hearted and good tempered.  Yet 

they were asked to believe that the man 

suddenly became a fiend incarnate. The motive 

suggested was ridiculously inadequate. 

   Mr. Tobin speaking slowly then entered into 

an exhaustive statement. 

   Resuming after luncheon Mr. Tobin explained 

the card found on which Crippen wrote 

threatening suicide.  That was a plot to facilitate 

the escape of Crippen.  Learning from the 

quartermaster of the Montrose he was to be 

arrested, Crippen arranged with the 

quartermaster to be smuggled off the boast 

with the cargo, the card to be left in his cabin to 

suggest suicide.  Miss Leneve, who did not 

appear a suspect, was to join Crippen later. 

Crippen in Box 

   Crippen took the stand this afternoon in his 

own defence.  He indicated that he would seek 

evidence that his wife is not dead but that she 

fled to America to join Bruce Miller, a Chicago 

friend.  After outlining his medical career, he 

said:  
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   “I knew my wife was friendly with Miller, and 

often upbraided her for corresponding with 

him.  In 1904, Cora, which is Mrs. Crippen’s right 

name, admitted her fondness for Miller and I 

ceased cohabiting with her, and from that time 

our relations were strained. 

   “Repeatedly she threatened to leave me, 

saying that she would go to America to join 

Miller.  The last time I saw her was January 31, 

of this year, and I believe she fled to America. 

   “In an effort to avoid a scandal, I concocted a 

story that she had gone to America to attend to 

private business for me in California and that 

while en route she had died and was 

incinerated in America.  I simply couldn’t face 

my friends and admit that my wife had deserted 

me. 

   “Monday night before she left I wrote a letter 

in her name to the Music Hall Ladies’ Guild 

resigning from her position as treasurer. 

   “Mr. and Mrs. Martinette came out to dinner 

and my wife abused me for not paying them 

more attention, saying: 

   “This is the finish.  I will stand it no longer.  I 

shall leave tomorrow and you will not hear from 

me again. 

   “Before this she told me that the man she 

would go to would be better able to support 

her. 

    “I went to the office next morning and on 

returning home between 5 and 6 o’clock, found 

that she had gone.  I tried to think how to cover 

up her absence so there would be no scandal. 

   “I wrote to the Guild that she had gone.  I also 

told my friends the same thing.  Afterward I 

realized that this would be an insufficient 

reason for her not returning and so told them 

all that she was dead.  I do not remember 

telling where she died except saying that it was 

in California. 

   “When asked where my son lived I gave his 

address.  I then advertised in the Era that she 

was dead, thinking it would prevent people 

from asking me a lot of questions.  Whatever I 

told others regarding her death was absolutely 

wrong and was done to prevent a scandal. 

   “I do not know what my wife took with her 

when she went.  She often told me she wanted 

nothing from me.  I did not pawn her jewellery 

but I did take the money accruing from several 

cheques she had signed.  We had a joint bank 

account and I always carried cheques signed 

with her name so I could get money when I 

wanted it.” 

=====================================    

Inside story: last refuge for a killer's 

mistress  

    After Dr Crippen was hanged, his mistress 

lived out her days in a South London semi, 

concealing her past from everyone including her 

own children. Roger Wilkes reports Ethel Le 

Neve Image 1 of 2 Ethel Le Neve: a picture from 

the scrapbook of Scotland Yard Detective 

Charles Belcher Dr Crippen and his wife Image 1 

of 2 Horrible end: Dr Crippen and his wife Cora 

Roger Wilkes 12:01AM GMT 30 Jan 2002 

CommentsComment ONE of history's most 

famous fugitives lived in this nondescript south 

London semi in the 1960s, although her 

notoriety dated from 50 years before. Disguised 

as a boy, Ethel Le Neve, mistress of the 

murderous American quack doctor, Hawley 



30 

 

Harvey Crippen, fled with him across the 

Atlantic on board the SS Montrose as detectives 

probed the disappearance of Crippen's wife, 

Cora, in 1910. The pair were arrested on arrival 

in Canada and extradited back to England. 

Crippen was hanged for Cora's murder, but 

Ethel was cleared of complicity, changed her 

name, and vanished into obscurity. It was at 62 

Burford Road, between Catford and Lower 

Sydenham, that she saw out her days, never 

speaking of her scandalous past and, 

astonishingly, keeping it secret even from her 

own children. When the crime historian 

Jonathan Goodman was preparing his book on 

the Crippen case in the early 1980s, he wrote to 

Ethel's son Bob and daughter Nina asking for an 

interview "to put an end to some of the many 

legends associated with the death of Mrs Cora 

Crippen". Mr Goodman might as well have been 

writing in Martian. "They didn't know what on 

earth I was talking about," he recalls. Mr 

Goodman explained that their mother (born 

Ethel Neave in Norfolk in 1883) had become 

Ethel Le Neve, in 1910 perhaps "the most 

romantic woman in the world". Still 

incredulous, they invited Mr Goodman to tell 

them what he knew. "It was a mixture of horror 

and fascination," says Mr Goodman, "but the 

more they got into it, and the more they 

realised what their mother must have gone 

through in the years that followed the case, I 

think they quite liked the idea." Ethel was 17 

when Crippen hired her as a typist in 1900. By 

the time the Crippens moved to Hilldrop 

Crescent, Holloway, in 1905, she had become 

the doctor's mistress. Meanwhile, his wife, a 

music-hall artiste who warbled under the stage 

name Belle Elmore, was indulging in 

extramarital flings of her own. Having agreed to 

take paying guests to help with the rent, 

Crippen returned home early one day to find 

her in bed with one of their German lodgers. 

Cora's card was marked. What part Ethel played 

in Cora's horrible end will never be known but it 

involved the narcotic hyoscine and the 

butchering of Cora's body, part of which was 

eventually discovered beneath the stone flags 

of Crippen's cellar. By this time, he and Ethel 

were on the run, hoping to disappear and make 

a new life in Canada. "It's unbelievable that 

Mum would have dressed up as a boy," says 

daughter Nina, now 81. "She was rather strait-

laced, and I just can't imagine her dressed as a 

boy on a boat." The odd couple aboard the SS 

Montrose aroused the suspicions of the ship's 

master, who had read about the London cellar 

murder in the paper. He telegraphed to 

Scotland Yard: "Crippen and Miss Le Neve are 

on the Montrose". Then they had masqueraded 

as Robinson father and son, she clad in 

schoolboy Sunday best and a too-big Homburg 

hat that sloped down over her ears. Fifteen 

months later and just three hours after 

Crippen's execution at Pentonville, she was 

fleeing again, this time to New York. Travelling 

aboard the SS Majestic under the name Miss 

Allen, she dressed in mourning and kept her 

face veiled. She remained in New York for only a 

few days before moving on to Toronto where 

she reverted to her former occupation as a 

typist. She stayed in Canada for a further three 

years before returning to London, where she 

took another typing job, at Hampton's furniture 

store off Trafalgar Square. By this time she had 

changed her name yet again, calling herself 

Miss Harvey, Crippen's middle name. This was 

how Stanley Smith, a clerk at Hampton's, knew 

her when he shyly began to court her. When he 

plucked up the courage to propose marriage, 

Ethel accepted, and the couple wed in January 

1915. He and Ethel set up home at Croydon, on 

the outskirts of London, where they raised their 
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family, moving to Burford Road in the late 

1950s. Ethel may well have shared her secret 

with husband Stanley, but for the whole of her 

life, and for nearly 20 years after her death, 

neither of her children had any inkling that their 

mother had once been the world's most famous 

runaway. For them, the experience of growing 

up between the wars in a south London suburb 

had been pretty humdrum. "I had called Ethel 

romantic," says Mr Goodman, "but they 

couldn't think of any word less right for Ma. In 

later life, she was apparently a rather 

cantankerous old lady, sitting there in a smock, 

and most of the time with her dentures out." 

Ethel died of heart failure in 1967, aged 84, 

taking her secrets with her to the grave. Mr 

Goodman was convinced that, far from the shy, 

retiring violet who accidentally tangled with a 

murderer, she may, in fact, have been the 

instigator of the crime. An eminent biologist, 

Professor William Wright, was set to testify in 

the Crippen case, but was never called. The nub 

of his evidence was that Ethel had spent weeks 

in the library at the Royal College of Surgeons, 

poring over books on toxicology. "In the light of 

that," says Mr Goodman, "it seems possible that 

Ethel was not quite the poor, meek, hard done-

by girl who stood by her man through thick and 

thin." Ethel's last home, a typical south London 

semi of red brick and pebbledash, is now split 

into two maisonettes, as are many of the 

neighbouring properties, according to John 

O'Donoghue of Catford agency John Alan. Two-

bedroom maisonettes in such a property might 

fetch Â£105,000, while restored to a single 

dwelling, it might make in the region of 

Â£180,000. In 1910, Ethel's letters to Crippen - 

she called him "Hub" - had been buried with 

him, at his request. It is said that Ethel's dying 

wish was that a locket containing a faded 

likeness of her former lover be placed close to 

her heart before her coffin was closed. * 'The 

Crippen File' by Jonathan Goodman (Allison & 

Busby) is now out of print. 

 


